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South Asian Press Club
conference was held in
Dhaka recently. Jour-
nalist, came to Dhaka as a

Women in India

L - h-—-————-—-—-———"'“.*
Journalism as a Profession for

came to collecting news, being
a woman was no problem, but
in the journalist commumity
some men found it very hard

shocks were not over when

news of other such similar

and barbaric stories from all
over the country begin to filter
into the news. Bangladesh Is
part of this world, in happi-

ness and in sorrow. mostly the
latter, as events tend to prove.
Stop this violence against
women, some had cried. [t was
past time something was done. .

but that there should be a
strong reflection of the Geneva
convention throughout
Bangladesh: from the capital
city to the grass roots level
men and women from all walks
of life were to be made aware
of this worldwide movement,
they were to be made aware

two hours. It was a very inter-
esting experience from a lot of
perspectives. The first thing
that came to our notice was
that, if it took sixty seconds
to cross that roundabout. a
maximum of five seconds were
spent on reading the slogans
on the banners, and the rest
were utilized in gasping at us
This applied to the majority of

few showed blatant displeasure
and disapproval at what we
were doing. A sixty year old
man, for example. put his
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signs of solidarity from the
other halfl of the population |e
the men, and it all came from
the younger generation. Some
smiled at the slogan non-gra-
tuitously and. very rarely, they

even gave the victory signal.
These handful of incidents

stand out In one's mind, be-
cause one would like to believe
that even if men are not going

so impossible to actually do.

An impenetrable borderline.
After we got used to the

staring we noticed that men

mediately returned. This hap-

that not only were
ninety-nine pef cent of our
male acquaintances reluctant

to wear the badge protesting
violence against women but

member A laws. It was

i Afifa Raihana to accept the fact that a | that there were they kept coming up with in-
tion. u“nfgl:;rh;ﬂdi:nnugﬁl:g?a by woman is a better journalist | 'me P’:E:: nn; E:E:: t;h;t credibly ludicrous excuses for
has a lot of active women jour- background of journalism and  like to learn new things. These than some of them. They can t“hm:"-“ ity oty not wearing it, the most pre-
nalists. According to Sajeda, as she was living in India for two things have heiped me to  accept a woman reporting on | _ ~ . programmes dominant one was the fear of
*"More and more women are the first time, the culture, lan- handle the difficult situation.” environmental issues or child gly

journalism as a profes-

sion in the developed parts of
india and the number of wo-
men in journalism has sharply
increased in the past decades.”
studied in England.

She did her bachelors in
Economics and then MSC in
Int-ernational Relations. After
completing her studies in
England she came back to
India and pursued the career
of a banker. "Afler a year | be-
came bored because banking is
a very monotonous job," says
Sajeda. Then she started her
career in journalism as a spe-
cial. correspondent of "The
Telegraph™. As a special corre-
spondent Sajeda did political,
economic, environmental;, spot
news. feature and all other
sorts of reporting except
When Sajeda started her ca-
reer, she was a fresher in this
line. She had no academic

guage, surroundings — every-
thing was new to her. When
asked how she adapted herself
to the situation, Sajeda said, "l
catch things very easily and |

She also added, "l like my life
in India better than my life in
England.”

At present Sajeda is the
Delhi bureau chief of "The
Asian Age." The Asian Age is
the only 24-page daily that has
been launched a month ago,
“I've been with this paper [rom
its birth.” says Sajeda. Alto-
gether 25 people work under
her and among them 80 per
cent are women. Sajeda says,

- “women are more sincere and

devoted to their work.” In The
Asian Age her political and
crime reporters are women.
When asked whether she
faced any difficulties being a
woman journalist. Sajeda said.
"When it comes to work or

. collecting news. | never faced

any difficulty. In fact being a
woman has been advantageous
at times because | had easier
access to some places in com-
parison with men. So when it

labour, but they can't accept
the fact that women are doing
political reporting.

Sajeda is not associated
with any feminist activities in
India. To the guestion whether
she supports the feminists’
view Sajeda answered, "Femi-
nists sometimes go overboard
but 1 support some of their

views "

About the South Asian Press
Club Conference Sajeda said,
"This conference can be an ab-
solute success, if the govern-
ments of the SAARC countries
help adopt the resolutions
taken in the meeting.”

When asked what Sajeda
thought about Dhaka she said.
"Dhaka is a very clean cily
compared to some Indian ci-
ties and I'd very much like to
visit Dhaka again.” Sajeda
works for 12 to 14 hours a day.
She loves to travel, listen to
music and socialise.
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NDIAN  environmental
activist Vandana Shiva
has won admirers the
world over and earned many
powerful enemies.
; rural workers, ecol-
ogists and officials she has
as one of the most ar-
ticulate voices of concern for
mother earth. Her trenchant
criticiam of tlie polices of the
World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund

(IMF) has angered business

leaders.

For her work she has been

" honoured with the 1993 Right

Livelihood Award, sharing the

$20.000 with four other
women's groups.

The award was introduced
in 1980 to honour and support
work which challenged world
problems - such as the arms
race, poverty, environmental
destruction and social justice.
Since then 50 people and
projects have received it,

Presented annually in the
Swedish parliament in

. Stockholm on the day before
the Nobel Prize, it has become
known as the Alternative Nobel

by Daya Kishan Thussu

serious critic of the develop-
ment model adopted by the
Third World.

She was critical of the so-
called Green Revolution in the
1960s and its effect on the en-
vironment and women. A ma-
jor concern for her now is the
impact of the "second” Green
Revolution using biotechnology
and genetic engineering in
agriculture,

By 1990 Shiva's work had
become so well-known she was
featured as one of India's top
ten women in a leading weekly

The following year she co-

chaired the World Congress on

Women and Environment. She

has also coordinated a network

of environmental activists from
South Asia for the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation
and is advising & South Asian
citizens' group on environment
issues. She is also ecology ad-
viser to

the Third World
Network and the Asia Pacific

People's Environment Nel-
work. .
Coinciding with news of her
award. she was in London to
promote her new book, Ecofe-
minism, co-authored with
German sociologist Maria Mies.

The concept of Ecofem-
inism, "a new term for an
ancient wisdom,” grew out of
women's, ecological and peace
movements in the late 1970s
and early 1980s.

Ecofeminism rejects, ac-
cording to the authors, the

"capitalist patriarchal world

" systemn” which is based on the

“colonisation of women, of
'foreign’ peoples and their
lands; and of nature, which it
is gradually destroying.”

This criticism covers the
whole basis of Western forms
of knowledge, especially
science which has a distorted
view of nature, used to justify
capitalism and colonialism.
Shiva claims that for Francis

science, nalure was "no longer

Mother Nature, but a female

nature to be conquered hy an
agpressive masculine mind.”

She says there have been
three phases of colonialism, all
of which have been justified as
the superior white man's bur-
den: first the mission was to
"civilise,” then to "develop”
and now to "protect” the Third
World environment. All have in
practice meant depriving non-
white people of their rights
and resources,

The World Bank's Tropical
Action Plan. the Climate Con-
vention, the Montreal Protocol
and the Earth Summit are all
seen by the Third World as
new ways ol dispossessing the
poor to "save” the forests,
atmosphere and shared natural
resources. not for their own
people but for exploitation by
the powerful North,

Shiva points out that there
is a close connection between
women and the environment.
Most small and subsistence
[armers in the Third World are
women. For thousands of years

were taken up collectively and
individually. Some of the deci-
sions taken were to hold ral-
lies, wear badges and dis-
tribute leaflets protesting vio-

lence against women in differ-
ent parts of Bangladesh. In
Dhaka these events were held
at different corners of the city,
such as the round about at the
SAARC fountain, Farmgate, in
front of the Press Club etc.

So, on a clear beautiful
morning our team went where
the SAARC fountain was and
siood there with banners

"protesting ~ violence against

women. We had two large
banners. Badges and leaflets
were distributed and explained
to the interesied pedestrians.
While we were doing this |
suddenly noticed the police
sergeant walking up to us. I
thought here goes my solidar-
ity for women — he was going
to evict us, maybe even force-
fully. | was so flabbergasted

there. Here was a police officer
smiling at us and wonder of
wonders, offering help ! The
gentleman suggested that in
case we got tired of holding
the banner we should stick it
in the ground. When | declined
his offer of help he just smiled
and walked off When [ ex-
plained the encounter to my
colleague she laughed and said
that maybe it was because I
looked so fragile and he prob-
ably thought [ would faint away
! So many countless women
aren't allowed even that little

and his palm went upwards,
and his mouth could be seen
ouittering profanities; but he
was too far away for us to deci-
pher ¢ the delightfully dire
things that women were being
saddled with. Some men ac-
tually went as far as to say,
“Apnara ghorey jeyey boshey
thaken. (Why don't you go back
to the house?) Two men in a
jeep passed by immediately
afterwards,, and they were
unique in their response,” Apa
thik I asey. apnara daral
thaken” [(You are doing f[ine,
stay where you are.)

The perpetuation of a cycle of "more burden, less

the banners much more often
than women. The first time |
noticed women not paying at-
tention to what we had to say
| was very angry, and | thought
to myself that it was for these
women that we fail in this war.
They were the enemy within.
But it was too great a con-

trast to that of the excited re-

sponses of most of the women.

I paid more attention and
discovered something quite
startling.' The majority of the
women simply looked ex-
hausted, tired of living their
lives. They were travelling with

being laughed at! Some would
not wear the badge saying that
it did not apply to them be-
cause they weren't married.
Didn't they have sisters., moth-
ers, aunts, cousins? Only a
few. and you could count them
on one hand, agreed that
something iceded to be done
and it had to be done soon.
They agreed that for the
movement to be a success in
reality, men had to partivipate
too. One person’'s acquies-
cence was because of two
cases of abuse against the
women in his family. Some
participated because it would
“please the wife.”

It is a long road to male en-
lightenment, but better late
than never. Men and women,
all of us have to be motivated
and it has to be done soon, for
it is already too late for many.
Too may Noorjahans have paid
too high a price too many
limes. It has been almost a
year since the aforementioned

The verdict against the cul-
prits of the Noorjahan case in

Sylhet was given seven years
imprisonment. Finally some

justice has been done.

Hopefully this will be a long
continuing process. because

this is not an end but a begin-
ning. The message Is clear
that women are no longer go-
ing to pay the ultimate price
for the blind prejudices of so-
ciety, and if any boy thinks that
their crime is going to go un-
punished, they should think
twice, because events indicate
otherwise.

compassion for human frailties.

claims to promote develop-
ment but at the same time is
making it easy for transna-
tional companies to take con-
trol of the developing world.

Unlike Third World leaders,
who have to be worried about
the "bullet or ballot” if they go
too far, the World Bank is ac-
countable to no one.

The global lenders have
done their best to erode the
sovereignty of Third World
states through the demands of

Protection

rape victim who has had
A the courage to file a

case against the accu-
sed, finds no easy way to jus-
tice. Sympathetic and efficient
legal aid, addresses only part
of the problem. Her atten-
dance in court, required peri-
odically, remains a daunting

structural adjustment. She ar-
Prize. it tt::;: ;:;En;nm;?m:;? gues that the state has become | €Xperience. Her exposure to
Shiva was born in 1952 and ' a provider and protector not of | violence has created deep anx-

studied to become a nuclear
physicist. When her doctor
sister pointed out how the nu-

i cept of sustainable develop- : 7 haka University in Dhaka,
clear industry endangered E::imr::.aﬁfefﬁau; {E;H;E: ment is not compatible, she Et'?uf'll}' ab-pjection. o ::::}1: ;l.,[:mmlf-. in EB& and a
heaith she had a change of seeking to have a “free trade” Says. Wwith the aping of | Bess: R master of fine arts from the
heart and moved into theoreti- in agriculture . Northern lifestyles by the | external suggestions of shame Maharaja Sayajirao University
cal physics. completing her Shiva claims that this free- South. . and guilt. in Baroda. Gujrat, India, in |
Phn in the Phﬂﬂlﬂphy of dom Is for transnational corpo- Despite the alarm about los- 1991.
mh}:.?r?aﬁam at the rations (TNCs) "to invest, pro- Ing control Lo the TNCs. Shiva While the accused is gener- Tabassum's first one-

Indian Institute of Manage-
ment in Bangalore, she set up
g research foundation  in
Dehradun in northern India,
an informal network of re-

ing seed and harvesting food.
Now this is under threat by the
global . institutions like the

cluce and trade in agricultural
commodities without resiric-
lion, regulation or responsibil-
ity.” :

with this is the threat

its people but of the TNCs.
The now fashionable con-

says the Third World has a
good deal of creative energy
which needs to be tapped. She
is optimistic about the fulure.
with ever-growing grassroots

ieties of a renewal of violence,
and a heightened sense of in-

ally let off on bail and appears
to follow a fairly normal rou-
tine, the victim's life is totally
disrupted. Because of her need

for Victims

ter, or try to run away. Their
special need for counselling is
not taken into account. Stren-
gth through solidarity and
understanding provided by
able, trained and experienced

staff. who can cope with the
trauma of violence, is essential
if the victim of violence is to
emerge from her night of hor-
ror.

— Ain O Salish Kendra
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Tania’'s Exhibition in USA

received a bachelor of fine arts
from the Institute of Fine Arts

women show appeared Jan 7-
13 at Dhaka University's Ins-
titute of Fine Arts. Her work
has appeared in several group
exhibitions in Bangladesh and

\ to biodiversity, the atitempt by  Eroups. : for protection she is kept in a India, and she was commi-
'mm R R Gatt to allow agribusiness to FW! “Iha ICTCamts cducalin'n‘ shelter, of which there are ssioned to do 25 fabric
These have included the patent seeds for farming. Seed % By MTIONE women: ane paintings on the traditional

Chipko movement to stop de-
forestation in the Himalayan
foothills. The movement's
name arises from the women's
tactic of hugging trees to pro-
tect them from the axe.

. The Chipko movement was
Aan inspiration for Shiva's work,
together with the hills and
forests were she grew up. She
has learnt more from unedu-
cated farmers, she says, than
city-based intellectuals who
are "not rooted’ in the envi-

corporations deliberately
breed hybrid plants that can-
not give rise to future genera-
tions so that farmers are
forced to by new seed every

Shiva claims that this is "a
form of piracy." robbing the

shared heritage of Third World

farmers who have saved and
used seed over millenia.

This is happening at a time
when under the IMF/World
Bank structural adjustment

says, things will look up and
Gatt/World Bank/IMF hege-
mony will end. Already. she
says, signs of economic and
moral decline in the West,
which controls these institu-
tions, are there for all to see.

— GEMIN! NEWS

The writer is Associate Editor
of Gemini News Service. He
has a PhD in International
Relations from Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi

only a few and probably only in
Dhaka.

Most of the shelters are
run as temporary refuges,
where the women are made (o
conform to strict routines.

Usually run by volunteers, the
main concern of the staff is to
maintain discipline by curtail-
ing non-conformist behaviour.

Yet victims of violence are ob-

ABASSUM is Featured

Artist: Tania Tabassum

was the Brazos Valley Art
League's featured artist of the
months of January and Febru-
ary 1994 at the College Sta-
tion Conference Center, accor-
ding to a message received
here in Dhaka.

The 27-year-old Tabassum
went to College Station In
April from Bangladesh with

- rural Bangladesh

Moghul theme for the Passage
to India restaurant in Detroit,
Mich, in 1986.

She also participated in a
group painting project on a
theme for
the opening ceremony of the
South Asian Federation Games,
held in Dhaka in 1986.

Tabassum's works are based
on landscape and some on
psychological themes The in-
tense colors in her paintings
don't celebrate visible beauty,

; but are rather instruments of
ronment. programmes, poor countries and teaches a course on Third | 58] svchologically dis- | her husband. a student al
Her first book, Staying Alive are being forced to open up World Development at Britain's turbe; til: H "]H = 3:'1 the Texas A & M University. She exploration and discovery
- Women. Ecology and their economies to TNCs. Open University. He is co ;

Development, published four
years ago, established her as a

She calls the World Bank a
"janus-faced” creature which

author af Contra-Flow in Global
News,
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