NEW DELHI. Mar 29: An . Kashmiri Muslim separatists.

indian Army General and 12
sdldiers and olflicers were
killed when an explosion
rocked an army ordnance de-
pot today in Kashmir's turbu-
lent summer capital of
Srinagar, officials said here,
reports AFP.

Seven others including offi-
cers from New Delhi were in-
jured, an army spokesman said
in New Delhi, describing the
depot explosion as an acciden-
tal ‘tragedy’.

A top general and some
other high-ranking officers
were among those killed in the
blast, which triggered a mas-
sive fire in the ordnance store,
other military sources said.

“We have ordered an en-
quiry into the tragedy, but the

explosion was definitely not
caused by the terrorists.” the

army spokesman said.

Major-General BW
Fernandes, a veteran of two
Indian wars with Pakistan, and
an expert in anti-insurgency
operations, was instantly killed
in the blast.

Sources said the explosions
occurred when a team of army
assessors from New Delhi led
by their commander were in-
specting the stored explosives.

Officials said the blast ig--
nited an unspecified quantity
of siored explosives captlured
by Indian soldiers from

AL petition
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to press the matter, is ex-
pected lo give his observa-
tions on the issue today.

Abdus Sobhan, Bar-At-Law,
went to the EC office yesterday
to inform the commission of
the AL decision not to pursue
the petition because the hear-
ing was "useless” after the of-
ficial announcement of the re-
sults of the by-election held
March 20.

The petition, originally
movell by AL advisory council
wember KS Nabi, Bar-At-Law,
had urged the EC not to pub-
lish the gazette notification

_declaring the BNP candidate
_elected.

Kashmiri Muslim militants
of a group, however, claimed
responsibility for the depot
blast in the army cantonment
area on the outskirts of
Srinagar, hub of Muslim gueril-
las battling for an end lo
Indian rule over the Himalavan

region.
Jamiat-ul-Mujahedeen, a
Muslim militant group.

claimed to have engineered
the depot blast and fire-bomb
ings of several government
vehicles in Kashmir today.

The [ire-bombings lollowed
Monday's expiry of a Jamial
deadline for the removal of
Indian troops stationed around
the Hazratba'l mosque Kas-
hmir's holiest Islamic shrine.

Fresh clash near
Sayedabad

bus terminal

By Staff Correspondent

Two groups ol armed mei
clashed again near the
Sayedabad Bus Terminal yes-
terday in which -six children
were injured.

According to police and lo-
cal people, it was fresh vio-
lence by two groups of local
hoodlums at the same placce
where transport workers
clashed over the control ef the
terminal on Sunday - and
Monday.

Police on duty however said
the situation was under con-
trol.

Of the victims in yesterday's
clashes, nine-year-old Mainu
and seven-year-old Jahanara
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). Four others — Bad-
sha, 8, Munir, 7, Najma, 10,
and Mohammad Hossain, 11
— were given first aid.

The children sustained
splinter injuries from the
crackers exploded sporadically
by the warring groups.

The clash that erupted
around 11 in the morning
lasted halfl an hour disrupting
movement of transport in the
area for some time.

Indian police raid
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Directfor General of Comm-
erce, Sharma said. When the
landlady and others tried to
stop them, the police told
them, "We are .Indian police-
men, and we have come to ap-
prehend a murdered Babloo
Singh — who has reportedly
rented the house.”

But the Indian police had
mistaken the house, thinking
it belonged to another retired
officer., Madan Krishna
Shrestha. and ransacked the
rogms, Sharma said.

The poliee grabbed one of
the occupants—a Nepal Indu-
strial Development Corpor-
ation official, pointed a

revolver at him and asked
where Babloo Singh was,
Sharma said.

- When the landlord told the
police officers that he did not
have any tenanis, according to
Sharma. the policemen lefi.
saying. "Sorry we have teen
misinformed.”

The Indian police then
went to the house ol Madan
Krishna Shrestha. which is
rented to an Indian business-
man from New Delhi.

Shrestha said, the busi-
nessman was in New Delhi for
the past two months, but his
Nepalese was staying
in the house. The Indian police
pinned down the Nepalese

and demanded to be

I‘tddwhereﬂablnu&h@&waa*

Shrestha said. |
Some of the police officers
ransacked. the rooms and took
cash and four gold rings.
- The Nepalese

id‘ he had no prior knowl-
lice officers.
Neither tLhe

Home

Sher Bahadur Deuba

Foreign

Secretary nor other officials
knew about it in advance, but
they and the Home Minister
were inquiring into the mat-
ter, a Home Ministry official
said, adding that the Home
Minister submit his report to
the House in a

A Home Ministry official
said the Indian police did not
seek permission to enter pri-
vate houses in the Nepalese
capital.

Atish Sinha, a senior official
at the Indian embassy said,
"We are not in a position to
make any comment on the in-
cident until we get complete
reports about it."

Meanwhile Reuter adds:
Nepal protested to India today
about a weekend raid on
houses in Kathmandu by men
who claimed to be Indian po-
licemen, Home Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba said.

“In view of the seriomsness
of this incident, his majesty’s
government summoned the
Indian ambassador and has
handed over a strong protest
letter,” Deuba told Parliament.

Deuba said the Nepali gov-
ernment had ordered a high-
level inquiry into the incident
and a senior Nepali police offi-
cer, Rewat Thapa, had. been
suspended from duty on suspi-
cion of conniving in the raid.

Deuba denied opposition
accusations that the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Kogirala had made a se-

cret deal with New Delhi on
security matters. .

~ “There has not been any
kind of understanding with any
foreign country to allow their
policemen to enter Nepal and
conduct their own investiga-
tion,” he said.

the historic 1
Bangladesh and Japan go back
to the ancient days of Buddhist
learning in Bangladesh.

......
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’rime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia caressing a handicapped child during her visit to the
Metropolitan Kita Medical and Rehabilitation Centre in Tokyo yesterday.
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Japan assures increased aid
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Ambassador (o Japan Mahbubul
Haq and Additional Secrelary
of the Economic Relalions
Division, Sadat Hossain while
the Japanese side included the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Tsutomu
Hata, Cabinet Secretary
Mashayoshi Takamura,
Japanese Ambassador (o

 Bangladesh Shigeo Takenaka

and five senior officials of dif-
ferent ministries.

The two countries ex-
pressed their desire to in-
crease their cooperation for
peace and stability in Asia as
well as in the larger interna-
tional context.

Japan also agreed o raise
its funding to SAARC for con-
ducting various studics from
300,000 dollars to 500,000
dollars.

During the talks held in a
"most  cordial atmosphere”
Begum Zia thanked Japan for
its support to Bangladesh's de-
velopment efforts and in-
formed her Japanese counter-

part of the opportunities cre-
ated in Bangladesh by her gov-
ernment through a number of

steps to lacilitate loreign in-
vestuient.

Begum Zia also mentioned
the mieasures taken by her
governmenl for socio-eco-
nomic development, particu-

i larly human resources uplift. :
She said that promotion of

'friendship to all' was the car-
dinal principle of Bangladesh's
foreign policy and added it was
because of this that Bangladesh
made persistent efforts to
strengthen peace and stability
in South Asia and beyond.

Begum Zia said Bangladesh
whole-heartedly supports a
global role for Japan befltting
the economic super power as
well as Tokyo's bid for a per-
manent seat in the UN
Security Council.

Begum Zia, who is also the
current chairperson of the
SAARC,. explained the regional
forum’s role in promoting co-
operation and understanding
for the benefit of the entire
peoples of South Asia.

Bangladesh, she said, em-

phasised friendly relations
with all its neighbours.

She also informed the
Ja Prime Minister about
the adverse effects on a vast
population in a large part of
Bangladesh of the Ganges wa-
ter withdrawal upstream by
neighbouring India.

Bangladesh, she said.
siresses on a peaceful solution
to the problem in which Japan
could exert a positive influ-
ence.

- Prime Minister Hosokawa
said Japan would continue to
support Bangladesh jn achiev-
ing économic deyglopment
and would try to help
the eflorts of her government
in rural and social develop-

ment sectors as well as the
programme for production.

He responded positively to

encourage private Japanese in-
vestment in

He said his government
would consider negotiations
for signing an agreement with
Bangladesh for promotion and
protection of investment.

Prime- Minister Hosokawa
praised Bangladesh's role in
the UUN peacekeeping opera-
tions and said the Japanesc
army lell very happy lo work
with the Bangladesh peace-
keeping forces.

Hosokawa pralsed various
steps taken ‘by the present
government in Bangladesh to
attract foreign investment and
expressed the hope that ear-
marking of an exclusive indus-
trial estate for investments
from Japan would be con-
ducive to such investment.

Both the Prime Ministers
described the Jamuna Mul-
tipurpose Bridge, the work on
which is due to start soon, as a
milestone in the relations
hetween the two countries.

They said that the bridge
would not only link two areas
of Bangladesh but also bring
the two countries still closer.

Begum Zia invited Hoso-
kawa to visit Bangladesh. The
Japanese Premier accepting
the invitation said he would
visit Bangladesh at a mutually
convenient date.

Special EPZ for Japan planned
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ties between

The archaeological remains
of Buddhist universities in
Maynamati and Paharpur bear
the testimony 1o Lthese hisloric

facls.

The Prime Minister said in

|this century Rabindranath
| Tagore, the great poet of

Bangla. forged literary links
with Japan. She said many
more cultural, economic and
political interactions between
the two couniries took place
over the decades.

Begum Zia said it may not
be a mere coincidence that the
national flags of both the
countries bear the sun at the
very centre. Evidently both the .
peoples of  Bangladesh and
Japan were inspired by the
eternal spirit of freedom, light
and vigour that the sun
symbolises.

She said, “Both green and
whité_in our respective flags
represent our common goals of
peace and dignity. We are very

happy to be here in the
friendly Land of the Rising
Sun.”

The Japanese Prime Minis-
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OECEF chief calls
on Khaleda

TOKYO, Mar 29: The Japa-
nese Overseas Economic Coop-
eralion Fund (OECF) President
Akira Nishigaki today called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at the Akhsaka. Palace,
reporis BSS. :

They discussed increasing
cooperation between OECF and
Bangladesh to step up infras-
iructure development in
Bangladesh needed for facili-

| tating private investmenti, par-

ticularly Japanese private in-

vestmernt. _
The Prime Minister said

that: fast development ol the
energy sector and communica-
lion as well as telecommunica-
tini were priority areas for her

vowvernment.
She thanked the OECF, a

Japanese government agency,
lor its commitment to co-fi-
nance the Jamuna Multip-
urpose Bridge and .said a

liive to be built including a
Lirulge on the river Rupsha to

— lacilitate optimum utilisation of
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the Jamuna Bridge.

The OECF president said
that the present Bangladesh
povernment's stress on infras-

slep because infrastructures

were precondition to privale
| investment.

ter recalled Begum Zia's two
previous visits to Japan with
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman and said, "1 am con-
vinced that your visit this time
as Prime Minister would fur-
ther enhance friendly ties” be-
tween the two countries.
Hosokawa said, ‘I should
like to pay tribute to your

strong determination and en-

thusiasm for national develop-
ment and take this opportunity
to confirm Japan's commit-
ment to providing as much co-
operation as possible. to
Bangladesh's nation-building
efforts.”

Praising Begum Zia for her
strong commitment’to democ-
racy the Japanese Prime
Minister said, “You vigorously
campaigned for years in
the political struggle for bring-
ing about demeocracy in
Bangladesh, and have been tak-
ing initiatives for further
democratisation and promo-
tion of free market gconomy
since assu office in 1991.

Hosokawa said, “Not only
have you been very active for
the nation-building . of
Bangladesh in such areas as
domestic economie develop-
ment and education, but also’
have you exercised much lead-

ership for regional cooperation
as current chairperson of the
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC).”

The Japanese Premier
praised Begum Zia's espousing
the idea of ‘dal bhaat’ for South
Asian people, as ‘a programme
to the world to assure mini-
muin standard of living to all
people.’ .

Hosokawa also lauded the
Bangladesh leader for taking
‘active initiatives for poverty
alleviation.’

Hosokawa said many leaders
in both Japan and Bangladesh

worked to promote friendship

between Bangladesh and
Japan. '

The Japanese leader said,
our predecessors, including

the late Takashi Hayakawa, and

many dis iished leaders of
Bangladesh, including Ilate
President Ziaur Rahman, de-
voted themselves passionately
to promoting bilateral friend-
ship after the independence ol
Bangladesh.'

Hosokawa recalled poet Ra-
bindrinath Tagore and Ten-
shin Okakura, the Japanese
writer of the Meiji Era, who
helped establish ties between
the two lands through their

writings.

timiber of more bridges would

tructure building was a positive

Tofael on Rafiq's remarks
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licence to even an elected gov-
ernment to deny people’'s vot-
ing right by using arms and
amassing wealth through cor-
ruption,” he said ridiculing
Barrister Raflq, who said there
is no provision in the constitu-
tion for a caretaker govern-
ment, as demanded by the
Awami League.

Tofael said the Awami
League led the mass upsurge in
1990 to resist vote dacoity and
corruption. Three opposition
alliances, including the Awaini
League and the ruling BNP,
staged demonstrations, har-
tals, and gheraos to unseat Er-
shad mainly on two counts —
corruption and vote dacoity
that ruined the entire election
process in the country.

"After long nine years
struggle. we realised our de-
mand by forcing Ershad to
hand over power to a neutral
caretaker government to hold
a free and fair parllamentary
election,” the Awami Lea
Presidium member said. Tofael
regretted that the BNP gov-
ernment had also been put on
the dock on the same charges.

“The government is in-
volved in a conspiracy to de-
stroy democracy on the one

hand and on the other, the
ministers are amassing wealth
through corruptjon.” Tolael
said. The opposition was not
allowed to discuss in parlia-
ment the alegation of corrup-
tion against 17 ministers and
the massacre in Hebron, he
alleged.

Parliament has also been
made ineffective by not allow-
ing discussion on alleged cor-

ruption against 17 ministers,
he said.

In the past, Tofael said, all
autocratic regimes had
branded people's struggle lor
protecting their fundamental
rights as 'ehaos, unconstitu-
tional and undemocratic.”

Tofael said widespread rig-
ging in the Magura-2 by-elec-
tion proved beyond doubt. that
no free and fair election is
possible under the BNP gov-
ernment. "Because the present
government has created a new
record of corruption and vote
dacoity surpassing all past
records. Therefore. there I8 no
alternative but to go for allout
movement to remove the pre-
sent corrupt government and
realise fresh national elections
under a neutral caretaker gov-
erninent.” Tofael asserted.

cily administration today out-

NEW DELH!. Mar 29. The

lawed the slaughter of cows in

the Indian capital and warned

that beef-eaters could go to jail
for up to five years if they

smuggled caitle in for con-
sumption, reports AFP.

New Delhi's Hindu-revivalist

Bharatiya Jamata Party (BJP)
city government also banned

the sale of canned beef and

imported steaks and said vio-

lators would face huge fines. as

well as prison.
The bill outlawing
slaughter could affect a huge

percentage of the non- vegetar-

ians among New Delhi's eight
million residents., who can nei-
ther afford mutton nor white

meal.

cow

The city's entire Mushim

population would be hard-hit.

residents said
Some 10,000 goats and

3,000 cows end up on lunch or

dinner tables ol the city resi-

cdents every day.

Warm reception
to Khaleda

TOKYO, Mar 29. Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was this morning accorded a
warmn ceremonial welcome by
the Japanese Prime Minister
Morihiro Hosokawa at the
Akasaka Palace where she is
staying . reports BSS,

The entire cabinet came to
the Akasaka Palace and the
Japanese Premier introduced
the members of his cabinet to
the Bangladesh Prime
Minister.

A large contingent drawn
[rom  the Japanese Self
Delence Army gave her a guard
ol honowr.

Japanese and Bangladeshi
s¢ hoolchildren lined up waving
miniature flags of Bangladesh
and Japan to welcome the
Prime Minister.

Large flags of the two coun-
tries fluttered all around the
city in the chilly spring wind.

The entourage members,
Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman, Prime
Minister's Special Envoy M
Morshed Khan, State Minister
for Social Welfare Fazlur
Rahman, seven accompanying
MPs, the team of businessmen
and entrepreneurs as well as
senior journalists, were pre-
sent at the ceremony to re-
ceive the Bangladesh leader.
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Japan Mahbubul Huq and the
Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Shigeo Takenaka
were also present in addition
to members of the Bangladesh
community in Tokyo as well as
the wives of the Bangladesh
embassy officials.

Flood situation
- worsens 1n
Sunamgan,

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 29: With the
recession ol rainfall over the
last two days, the flood situa-
tion in Sylhet, Habiganj and

‘Moulvibazar districts improved

slightly. However, it worsened
in Sunamganj district.

According to oflicial
sources, vast tracis of boro
land in the haors of Sylhet,
Habiganj and Moulvibazar dis-
tricts are still under water.
The extent of damage could

‘not immediately be ascer-

tained.

An official of the Water
Development Board informed
this correspondents that the
greater Sylhet region experi-
enced record rni;lfall for
March this year.

BCL (M-I) observes

strike at DU
By DU Correspondent

No classes were held at the
Dhaka University yesterday as

the pro-Awami League Bangla-

desh Chhatra League (M-I)
called a full day strike on the
8.

The BCL (M-1) called the
strike demanding removal of
the Vice Chancellor Professor
Emajuddin Ahmed.

Meanwhile, the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) has con-
demned the activities of the
BCL (M-I) holding them re-
sponsible for the deteriorating
campus situation.

The JCD leaders at a rally
on the cainpus yesterday urged
the university authorities to
announce immediately a fresh
date for the elections to the
Dhaka University Central
Students' Union (DUCSU).

The JCD rally was addre-
ssed by Khairul Kabir Khokon,
Nazimuddin Alam. Fazlul Huq
Milon and Annie,

On the other hand, the BCL
(M-1) President Moinuaain
Hasan Chowdhury at a rally at
the Aparajeo Bangla yesterday
morning sald they would con-
tinue their agitation until their
"displaced leaders and activists
were rehabilitated in their re-
spective residential halls.”

The BCL leaders also al-
leged that Amanullah Aman,
MP, had given on Monday a
misleading explanation about
the activities of the BCL (M-I)

The rally was addressed by
lgbalur Rahim, K H M Lizu and
Pankaj Nath.

l Korean President Kim 1'I"'l::nuﬂ;—
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The Midnight Filc
Posteietim
claims 5 in Turkey

ANKARA. Mar 29: Five were nd
athers wounded today people killed a several

Serb artillery leaves 6
hurt in Gorazde

SARAJEVO. Mar 29 Six children were wounded in a flerce
Bosnian Serb artillery attack on the Muslim safe haven of Go-
razde in eastern Bosnia today, UN aid workers said. The bom-
bardment was unleashed as the mainly Muslim Bosnian par-

, lament prepared to endorse a Muslim-Croat peace federation
. Government negotia-
mmhﬂpe'ufﬁglnngartﬂt.m“.

Kim gets no assurances
from China on N-issue

BELIING Mar South gram. but has refused to allow

L9

sam apparently received no as-
surances that China would in-
tervene with North Korea on
nuclear issues. Kim said
Tuesday only that he and
Chinese leaders agreed dia-
logue should continue. repots
AP.

After two days of talks in
Beijing. Kim told a news con-
f[erence that the two sides
"have been trying to resolve
this issue through dialogue and
persuasion. and we will not
renounce our efforts for dia-
logue in the future.”

Kim's China visit was the
second leg of a diplomatic tour
aimed at easing mounting ten-
sion on the Korean Peninsula

over suspicions that Pyongyang

Korean nuclear problem” dur-
ing their two hours of talks
Monday. But he refused to give
details. .

Foreign ministers from the
two sides met for more than
three hours Monday to discuss
the same issue., but no details
were released.

Other nations have looked
increasingly to China to medi-
ate with its ally, but Beljing has
consistently played down its
influence with North Korea,

saying it can play only a limited

is developing nuclear weapons. role. _
After meetings in Japan last Korean nuclear issue.”
week, Kim came to Beijing Lo AFP .wids: The United

urge China to intervene with
North Korea, its ally in com-
TIUNEST.

If he received any promises
of Chinese assistance, Kim did
not say so. Instead. he repeat-
edly stressed that China and
South Korea agree that more
talks are needed.

Both Chinese and South
Korean Foreign Ministry olifi-
cials have opposed a US pro-
posal for sanctions against
North Korea, urging the
United Nations instead Io
adopt a milder statement
pressing Pyongyang to allow
full inspection of its nuclear
facilities.

North Korea denies that it

has o nuclear weapons pro-
The wviolent storm. which

Shibir activists had .ui early start in the coun.

try belore end of the spring,

assault BCL %lfwh ﬂflt; 1h=ch#c;t; roof of

: asherhat Hig ool, Lin

lEﬂder at C U rools of five shops in Dasherh.il
From Staff Correspondent

Staies Sunday strengthened its
military presence in Seouth
Korea with the arrival of com-
balt aircraft from bases in Japan
and the Pacific, the North

Korean news agency said today.

Tornado
hits Feni

FENI. Mar 29: A tornadeo
lashed two villages of Sonagazi
thana Monday midnight, blow-
ing away roofs of 21 houses,
including the concrete rooftop
ol a school. reports UNB.

(MFficials said the tornado hit
Charbikhari and Dasherhat vil
lages when villagers worc
asleep. None was, however,
reported hurt.

and rools of 15 cutcha and
pucca hoiises,

CHITTAGONG, Mar 29:

Several hundreds activists of

BCL today demonstrated on
the Chittagong Uni'.inl:rulit_',ur
campus and brought out pro-
cessions in protest against the
attack on one of their leaders
allegedly by the activists of
Chhatra Shibir. ;

Campus sources said Shorab
Hossain., a BCL leader was al-
legedly beaten up by some ac-
tivists of Shibir at 11 am today
in front of the Arts Faculty fol-
lowing an altercation.

Police and witnesses said.
the incident immediately
sparked off tension while BCL
supporters agitated and ghe-
raoed the Proctor's office.

The agitating students later
also damaged two university
buses bound for town, police
added.

A large contingent of police
was deployed on the campus tu
prevent any outbreak of vio-
lence.

Nor'westers

From Page 1 Col }

shiftedd from the soulhern to
the nurthern hemispher:

The low pressure caused
the moisture in the Bay to en-
ter the mainland, causing the
rainfall, he said.

He said, the. hailstorms
might damage fruits and crops
but the present rain would be
helpful for summer cultiva-
tion.

On Tuesday., rainfall was
recorded in 12 places, includ-
ing the capital, which experi-
enced 27 mm of rain.
Khepupara had 30mm of rain
followed by Tangail 26 mm,
Patuakhali 11 mm, Faridpur 8
mm, Khulna 6 mm and Barisal
5 mm. :

The Meteorological Depart-

ment _has f[acilities Lo ﬂltﬂ?u{;
rainfall in oenly 36 places of t
Lhe

country. mostly
~onithern districts.
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