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Arﬂcnni m:dﬁtld«er lan Selley tRl llnd teammate Paul Merson warm up during a practice .

session at the Pare des Princes Stadium in Paris on March 28.

— AFP photo

MADRID, Mar 29;
Argentine coach
Jorge Valdano
will be the man
charged with lif-
ting Real Madrid
back lo the top of the Spanish
soccer league next season,
news reports said Tuesday,
reports AP.

Valdano, who led Tenerife
to their best finish ever last
season. has reached a prelimi-
nary agreement for a three-
year contract with Madrid, El
Mundo Deportivo and other
sports pages reported.

Real Madrid fired coach
Benito Floro several weeks ago
and club president Ramon
Mendoza has promised to an-

nounce a new signing immi-

nently.

But club officials refused to
say Tuesday whether Valdano
would take the helm.

“Until the meeting of the
board of directors next week
nobody will confirm or deny

those reports because the
president is on vacation,” a
Real Madrid spokesman said.

Valdano, 38, refused to
comment when questioned by
reporters in Tenerife after re-
turning fram weekend meet-
ings with Real Madrid officials.

Valdano played in Spain's
First Division for oza and
Real Madrid and wore the
Argentine national jersey be-
fore retiring in 1988 and turn-
ing to sports journalism.

In his first coaching job, he
took over the struggling
Tenerife side with eight games
left in the 1991-92 season.

Guided by Valdano's aggres-
sively offensive style and four
Argentine players — Fernando
Redondo, Ablerto Dertycia,
Ezequiel Castillo and Juan
Antonio Pizzi — Tenerife fin-
ished fifth in the 20-team divi-
sion in 1992-83 and earned
their first spot in the UEFA

Cup.
Real Madrid have struggled

Valdano, the man Real need

with inconsistency this season.
After 30 rounds, they lie in
third place, three points back
of Deportivo de La Coruna and
on point behind FC Barcelona.
After five straight league
victories in the last half of the
1980s, Real Madrid have fin-

ished second to Barcelona
three seasons in a row.

Th daily El Pais reported
that Valdano would like to
bring two foreign players to
Madrid: Tenerife's Redondo
and Barcelona's nimble Danish
forward Michael Laudrup.

Those signings, if consum-
mated, would force the club to
reassess the status of its pricey
current lineup of foreign play-
ers: Croatian midfielder Rober
Prosinecki, Chilean striker
Ilvan Zamorano and Slovakian
forward Peter Dubovsky.

The reports gave no exact
salary figure and said Valdano
would take over at the end of

the season if the contract was
signed.

Pele, a venereal preacher

NEW YORK, Mar
29: Pele will be at
the first match ol
the World Cup in

"i'

ﬁ Chicago this sum-

mer, is discu-

ssing a possible igvolvement in
professional soccer in the
United States and says sex
before a match can be okay.
reports Reuter.

The. Brazilian sgccer le-
gend; meeting a group of
sports reporters on Monday,
| also named Brazil as his Cup
" favourites with striker Romario
as the likely star.

Romario was in the head-
lines earlier this month for re-
portedly calling Pele “mentally
retarded”.

The comments on the pros
and cons ol pre-malch sex
provided the racier moments
of the meeting, however.

“Some people need sex to
be calm. Some players don't
care. It's up to the players.”
Pele said, replying to a ques-
tion about the Swiss team's
reported sex ban.

According to Swiss tabloid
Blick, English coach Roy
Hodgson has ordered his men
to stay celibate from June 7.
The team's first game is
against the US on June 18.

“The day before the game |
think a player should rest.

1 pre-
before the

as captain of Britain's Davis
Cup team following its hum-
bling 4-1 loss to Portugal, re-
ports AP.

Pickard blasted British ten-
nis officials after his team's
fourth straight Davis Cup de-
feat, which relegated the
country to its lowest standing

It's the warm-up that is.”

Pele, who will commentate
for Brazilian Globo Television
at “the month-long champi-
onship, said he had been asked
by World Cup chairman Alan
Rothenberg to attend the
opening match on June 17
between champions Germany
and Bolivia.

Th Brazilian, soccer’'s sole
household name in America,
was barred from the glittering
World Cup draw in Las Vegas
last December after a legal
dispute with the son-in-law of
Joao Have ., the president
of worid body FIFA.

Havelange has said repeat-
edly that Pele. who also acts as

a spokesman for World Cup
sponsor Mastercard, will not
be officially invited by FIFA to
the World Cup.

Asked about Havelange's re-_
cent announcement that he
intended to stand for re-elec-
tion to a sixth four-year term
and whether it was good for
soccer, Pele replied.

“For soccer | don't know.
For Brazil yes."

Pele said Rothenberg also
asked him if he wanted to be
involved in league soc

‘cer, to be launched in 1995 as

America's First Division pro-
fessional outdoor league.

"He (Rothenberg) asked me
to think about it, to be of
the directors or partners. |
will think about it.”

Pele, who played with the
New York Cosmos of the North
American soccer league from
1975 to 1977, said he had dis-
cussed the possibility of invest-
ing in one of the 12 teams due
to be awarded major league
franchises.

On other matters,
praised DBarcelona
Romario but warned him not

Pele

to push his bid todave interma=-{

tional teammate Muller re-
placed with striker Edmundo.

"Romario will be one of the
top scorers.” he said, explain-
ing the players’ reported re-
marks by saying “sometimes
one says something in Europe
and they translate it differently
for South America. I am his fan
and | like his play.”

"But if you start to have
favourites then you create a
problem,” he added. “That's
not good for the team. At the
Brazil-Argentina match (won
2-0 by Brazil last week) Muller
was one of the best players in
the team.”

Pele singled out Colombia's
Oscar Cordoba as “a fantastic
goalkeeper who will be one of
the surprises of the Cup” and
sald Colombia was the best
team in South America.

But he did not tip them for
the ttle: "They lack experi-
ence ... may be if they face
Brazil, Italy, Holland and
Germany it will be difficult for
them
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Egypt, Nigeria,
Mali in African
Natigns Cup qtrs

TUNIS, Mar 29:
and Nigeria became ﬂrll
teams to qualify for the African
Nations Cup quarter-finals, one
with a handsome victory, the
other without and the
third despite losing, reports
Reuter.

Egypt's convincing 4-0 win
over Gabon at the El Zouiten
Stadium in Tunis on Monday
meant both they and Nigeria
qualify from Group B, while
Gabon become the first team
eliminated from the tourna-
ment.

Mali, who were beaten 1-0
by Zaire, are also de-
spite their defeat and have left
hosts Tunisia a tough challenge
in their bid to progress in the
tournament.

The fastest goal in tourna-
ment history put Egypt on

path to their comfortable vic-

tory. Ayman Mansour scored
directly from the kick-off after
just 22 seconds and a freekick
from defender Hamza el Gamal
had the North Africans 2-0
ahead at halftime.

Two goals from Bashir
Abdel Samad after the interval
added to Gabon's misery.
Gabon, making their first ap-
pearance in the final competi-
tion, leave without scoring and
having conceded seven goals.

Mali, surprise 2-0 winners
over Tunisia in Saturday's
opening game in Group A,
failed to reproduce that form
against Zaire, but are still guar-
anteed a berth among the final
eight.

Lemba Basaula, who last
played for Zaire more than two
years ago, scored the winner
three minutes into the second
half with a rasping shot from
the edge of the Malian penalty
area.

But Zaire had defender
Ntumba Danga sent ofl two
minutes from the end and will
have to reshuffle their team for
Wednesday's key match against
iu‘nislm who fired coach
oussef Zouaoui on Monday and

replaced him with Fawzi |

Benzerti.

The hosts must win by two
goals to sneak into the quar-
ter-finals at the expense of
Zaire, who can afford to draw
and still qualify.

Ironically, with one country
already eliminated, two teams
have yet outplay in the tour-
nament. Zambia play their first
game in Group C in Sousse to-
day against Sierra Leone, and
later ' Guinea meet Senegal.
who are also making their
tournamemnt debut in Group D,

Senegal are re-enforced by
the last arrival of their Ger-

man-based ulrlk:r Soleymane
Sale,

(f'_' —'.

Antique award

LONDON. Mar 29: An B3-
year-old trophy that stands al-
most 1.60m high, is werth
50,000 {Foundl (75,000 dol-
lars) and was buried in a cellar
for more than two decades,
will be presented to the win-
ners of this year's London
Marathon, reports Reuter.

As well. as having their
names inscribed on the tro-
phy, both the winning man and
woman will collect 36,000
pounds (55,000 dollars) in
prize money — with bonuses of
up to 75,000 pounds (100,000
dollars) available for men run-
ning under two hour six min-
utes and women running un-
der 2:20.

The current world records
are 2:06.50 for men and
2:21.06 for women.

Ladies to play
fivé-set final
at Aussie Open

MELBOURNE. Mar 29: The
women's final at the 1995
Australian Open tennis cham-
pionships will be played over
the best-of-five sets. Tennis
Australia president Geoff

ollard announced Tuesday.
AP,

The Australian Open is the
first of the four Grand Slam
lournaments to introduce a
best-of-five format for women's
finals.

“We are very proud to be at
the vanguard of change.”,
Pollard said. "There has been a
lot of interest in a five-asget
women's final for some time.
Given the athleticism and pro-
lessionalism of the elite

T‘hre season-ending Virginia
Slims Championship in New
York currently is the only ma-
jor women's tournament to
feature a best-of-five sets final.

Steffi Gral beat Aranixa
Sanchez Vicario 6-0, 6-2 in
the Australian Open women's
final in January.

*
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PARIS, Mar 29:
Olympic Cham-
pion Alexander

Popov is looking
forward to a rest

from swimming
after ah unprecedented re-

cord-breaking spree on the
World Cup circuit, reports
Reuter.

The towering Russian, fu-
elled by the most rigorous of

training regimes in Australia,
set six world short-course
marks in the five meetings he
contested in the seven-venue
World Cup series.

-Popov, supreme stylist, has

progressively carved more

than a second from the 100
metres freestyle world record
which he bettered at four con-
secutive meetings.

The 50 freestyle and 50
backstroke world marks also
fell to the 22-year-old from
Volgograd, though Frenchman
Franc Schoot snatched away
the backstroke mark on

Feeling the toll of his exer-
tions in the final World Cup
outing in Paris, Popov left the
100 freestyle mark intact on
Saturday but within and hour
had lowered his European 100
backstroke short-course
record for the second time in
eight days.

“l took, it easy in the
freestyle because 1 needed to
win the backstroke, he said.
That's why | went pretty slow.
It was tactical.”

"Pretty slow™ for Popov —
47.91 seconds — was still
faster than the short-course
world mark held by Brazil's
Gustavo Borges at the end of
1983 and gives an insight into
the new realms of excellence
Lthe Russian is di :

‘Popov took the record to
47.83 in Hong Kong on
January 1, 47.82 in Beijing on

L January 5,47.12 in Desenzano.

Italy, on March 12 and a re-
markable 46.64 in Gelsen-
kirchen. Germany, on March
19.

Popov, whose long, unhur-
ried stroke and technical ele-
gance belie his speed and
power, suggestied he was too
tired to match the
Gelsenkirchen time in Paris
but reckoned he could proba-
bly go under 46 in the future,
concentrating just on freestyle,

“I'm tired now. I can im-
prove the result because | have
also swum backsiroke (in the
World Cup).” he said.

Popov said it has not helped
having Lithuanian rival Raim-
undas Mazuolis in his wake in
(elsenkirchen. "I'm not com-
_ortable when someone sits in

the wake, he said.
swim for both”.

He made his first major im-
pact in the 1991 European
Championships in Athens
when, at 19, he won the 100
metres freesiyle for the old
Soviet Union, equalling the

European record.

A year later he established
himself as best sprinter in the
world when he dethroned
American Matt Biondi in the
50 and 100 metres freestyle at
the Barcelona Olympics.

Popov then decamped to
Australia, following his mentor
Gennady Touretsky who is
head swimming coach at the
Australian Institute of Sport in
Canberra.

He came hal:k fnr last

R

“I have to
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Now, however, received
with rapturous acclaim wher-
ever he competes, he is better
than ever and the potential
star of the long-course World
Championships in Rome in
September.

But the price of glory is an
almost monastic self-discipline
and dedication.

I have to train at 6.30 ev
morning. At 12 O'clock there
is dry-land (training) and from
4 to 6 I have to swim againg
said Popov, who rebased in
Australia last October.

Bedtime is around 8.30 six
evenings a week aflter the en-

- ergy-sapping training pro-

gramme. “You have no power
to go outside again. | watch Ty
and go to bed It's boring,

Frances Franck Schoot powers his way to win the 50 m
backstroke event at the World Cup short-course swimming
event in Paris on Monday. Schoot eclipsed Russia's
Alexandre Popov’s old mark of 24.66 with a world record

timing of 24:60 seconds.

August’'s European long-course
championships in Sheffield,
England, where he won the 50
and 100 freestyle but fell short
of his rnagniﬂcent hest.

— AFP photo

nothing to do,” Popov said.
The arrival of fellow Russian
swimmer Vladimir Physh-

nenko has made life

more sociable.

LONDON, Mar 29.
Aston Villa shatt-
ered Manchester
United's dream of
a unique English
treble when they
beat them 3-1 in

the League Cup final at

Wembley on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

Villa went ahead in the
25th minute when Dalian
Atkinson ran onto a square
pass from fellow striker Dean
Saunders and slid the ball be-
yond United goalkeeper Les
Sealey.

Welsh international
Saunders scored twice in the
final 15 minutes, including a
90th minute penalty after
United's Andrei Kanchelskis
had blocked a certain goal on
the line with his arm.

Referee Keith Copper sent
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off the Ukrainian winger —
United's forth sending off in
five matches.

Eight minutes
Kanchelskis had

earlier
laid on

United's goal for Mark Hughes-

as the defending League
champions, who lead the title
ace and are also in the FA Cup
semifinals, fought to get back
into the match.

Frenchman Eric Cantona. so
often United's inspiration, had
a subdued game and looked as
though his main concern was
to avoid a hat-trick of red
cards after being sent off in his
side’'s last two league games
against Swindon and Arsenal.

He begins a five-match sus-
pension next weekend.

Sealey played in place of
Peter Schemichel, suspended
after being sent off in United's
FA Cup Quarter-final victory

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer |

2 “Believe hand”
— Not!” 23 Desig-

3 Va-va nated
follower 25 Mork's

4 Sa- home
mantha's 26 Card

38 Fabric

40 Rep
16 Twisted 42 Build on
20 Drudge 43 Door-
22 Partof a

S[HIEID]
PIAICIE

HIAINIGINIALIIL BROINICIE

' M United miss unique treble

over Charlton twb weeks ago.

Villa took charge after with-
standing near constant United
pressure for the first 20 min-
utes,

United came close to going,

ahead when Hughes sidefooted
the ball just wide of the post
from a low cross by Ryan Giggs
and then Villa's Australian
goalkeeper Mark Bosnich
saved a point-blank diving
header from Roy Keane.

In the 20th minute Bosnich
was lucky to escape punish-
ment for a body-check on
Keane outside his area when
the Irishman chased a long
high ball out of defence.

Kevin Richardson signalled
Villa's intentions when he
forced Sealey to tip the ball
over direct f]'ﬂ-[’ﬂ a corner
three minutes

ginson s goal.
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- Patience helps
Kuhlman through

HILTON HEAD, South

Carolina, Mar 29: Patience and
confidence carried Caroline
Kuhlman to victory
seeded
Chanda Rubin in the first
round of the 750,000 dollars

over 13-
fellow American

Family Circle Cup tennis tour-
nament on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Despite playing on a sore -
knee and ankle, Kuhlman
turned Rubin's aggressive
game against her on the slow
clay courts to post a 6-1, 6-4
upset .

The other seed to fall
in opening day play was 11th-
seeded American Lori McNeil,
who was ousted by Emanuela
Zardo of Switzerland 7-6, 1-6,
6-4.

The top eight seeds, includ-
ing Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario,
Conchita Martinez and Martina
Navratilova, received first
round byes. World number one
and defending champion Steffi
Graff was forced to withdraw
after injuring her left knee
while practicing last week.

Amanda Coetzer was the
highest seed to play on
Monday and the ninth-seeded
South African was more rattled
by the weather than German
opponent Karin Kshwendt,
who she beat 6-4, 6-2.

Rain halted play for two
hours after the 127th-ranked
Kschwendt won the first game,
leaving Coetzer to dwell on
Sunday's tornadoes that left
more than 40 dead in the
southern United States. |

"It was a little unsettling”
Coetzer admitted. "1 kept
thinking about the tornadoes
we heard about yesterday and
thinking we better get out of
here.”

Despite her nerves and
seven double faults,’the 16th-
ranked Coetzer controlled’ the
one hoyr, 31 minute match.

Kuhlman, who decided to
tough it out despite her in-
juries, said victory over Rubin
gave her confidence.

“I've played her before and 1
seem to have her number,”

said the 78th- ranked Kuhlm- -
ar. % A

The 18-year-old Rybin goes
for every shot with a
vengeance, but seems to lack a
strategic plan, especially on
clay courts.

"She's still maturing on the
court, said Kuhlman, who put
73 per cent of her first serves
in play. I knew if [ got on top
ol her early I'd have the advan-

a ]ittle_m_-l tage and she might crack.”

G RN

Clean job!

TEL AVIV. Mar 29: Thieves
carried off a safe containing
more than 50,000 shekels
(17,000 dollars) of gate money
from Israel's weekend Davis
Cup tennis tie against the
Czech Republic, police said on
Monday, reports Reuter.

Israel Tennis Centre
Director Ehud Federdman said
the #thieves disconnected
alarms and took the safe,
weighing several hundred ki-
los, into a nearby field where
they forced it open.

The cash and another
50,000 shekels in cheques
from ticket sales from Israel's
best-attended Davis Cup tie.
were still in the safe as Israeli
banks were closed during the
passover weekend.

Officials said money frum‘

advance ticket sales had al-

before ‘l ready been banked.
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