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" From GATT to WTO

The cabinet has endorsed the package on a
lobal trade accord hammered out in Geneva last
ecember .as a finale to the protracted Uruguay
Round of negotiations held under the auspices of
GATT — the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade. The agreement for the establishment of
the World Trade Organization (WTO) to replace
the GATT has also received the cabinet's bless-
ings. Bangladesh can now sign the accord at the
ﬂathering of the foreign and trade ministers in
arrakesh, Morocco, in mid-April.

Bangladesh holds only a minute share of the to-
tal global trade. Our commerce does not influence
the course of world trade. However, staying away
would spell isolation. Bangladesh often acts as the
spokesman for the least develo countries. It is
also to be noted that following the successful
conclusion of the Un)%lf‘lirﬁnund* countries that
stayed away from the . are now lining up for
its membership. All in all, it seems like a right
move to sign the global trade accord.

Nor is it that by signing the agreement,
Bangladesh would be required to undertake the
onerous new obligations t away. As a least de-
veloped country, it would have time enough, to
implement the key provisions of the global ac-
cord. Besides, by virtue of having undertaken
economic reform programmes in hand earlier,
Bangladesh is already way ahead of many a devel-
oping country in areas such as tariff reduction,
removal of trade barriers and elimination of sub-
sidies. In conforming to the market-access provi-
sions of the accord, it would be in an advanta-

geous situation as compared to most other copan-
fries in the region.

Nonetheless, to benetit tromx a more liberalised
global trading environment, the economy has to
increase its external competitiveness and grow
more efficient. Otherwise, our exports will not
share the expansion in world trade that the global
accord is expected to bring about. Failure to do so
might actually bring a reversal — our exports
sl down as our rivals in trade grow more
competitive. Readymade garments provide a case
in point. As the industrial nations phase out im-
port quotas. our producers would find it difficult
even to retain the existing market shares abroad
unless their products grow more competitive.

The industrial nations are not going to disman-
tle overnight the barriers to trade they have built
up against exports from the low-cost producers
in developing countries. Unilateral retaliatory
trade measures would probably be continued to
be applied by them to keep the products from
the emerging economies out of their markets.
However. countries hurt by such measures would
hencetorth be able to take their case to the WTO
— the new world body for settling international
trade disputes. Smaller countries should remain
particularly alert so that the WTO's mandate for
settling trade dispute is not impaired in any way
to make it less eflective.

Developing countries had been w of inclu-
sion of an environmental code for world trade in
the global accord. Latest indications are that they
have, by and large, reconciled themselves to the
idea: A.sustainable environment is their goal too.
The problem lies in making transition in matter
of years to a stage, which took the West decades
to reach. However, in late March, the industrial
nations agreed on the restructuring of the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), pledging a two bil-
lion dollar fund to help developing countries pro-

tect the environment. So, there is some compen-
sation too for the poorer nations.

"Developing countries are also wary of the move
by the industrial nations to write a code on global
labour standards into the world trading rules.
Some of the proponents of the move in
argue that goods from the developing countries
should bear special tariffs to erode the advantage
they get from low level of wages. Most developing
countries see in this move another ruse to kee
their low-cost products out. The GATT chief,
Peter Sutherland, warned the other day, against
such efforts to limit trade with developing coun-
tries on the ﬁrﬂund of their having lower labour
standards. This indeed is an area. where one
necds to tread with extreme caution,

Dealing with Fatwas

Fatwas, a kind of self-proclaimed religious
sanctions, seem to be eating into the very vital of
rural societies in some areas of the country. Half
literate, these agents of religion have been busy
campaigning against educational, health, rural de-
velopment, tree glantatiun and other such pro-
grammes carried on by different Non-Govern-
ment O sations (now renamed Private Volun-
tary Development Organisations). So essive
are these religious zealots that they are already

credited with the infamous act of b down
uite a number of schools run by Bangladesh
ral Advancement Committee (BRAC) in differ-

ent districts and have managed to interfere with
other progranunes of some of the NGOs.

A report carried in a vernacular daily says that
the leading fatwa pronouncers. who cau incal-
culable harius betore being torced to go in hiding,
are back again in the areas of their work in the
district of Bogra. This time they are not cam-
paigning publicly but actually mai'.ing up for it by
vigorously pursuing their clandestine activities to
give the impression that they have just begun

where they left. In a village called u, three
tuberculosis patients died because were not
allowed to receive the treatment B was dis-

ing for them at its health centre. Another six
attacked with the same disease, have been forced
to become terminally ill because of the same viru-
lent campai st BRAC. :

Add to this other social sanctions the fat-
wawallas are imposing on the most productive
section of the population. The 10 women who
were: divorced by their husbands, thanks to the
Jfatwas unjustly delivered, have not been ac-
cepted by their families and the families in
the fatwa-infested area boycotted have not been
permitted to s to their ne
need not be made long to get picture of the
intimidation and repressions common, simple
people are subjected to.

at is important is that the fatwamen are
in reali challenglnqhthg very basis of our
modern tligal system. They are bent on
all the good works done so far to empower
the pmrrgenple. It is exactly at this point, their
blow hurts most. The | administration has
not been quite unmindful to the development
but neither has it done enough to defeat forces
that are against people’s well-being and the

country's progress.
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AHANGIRNAGAR appears
to be ready for reopening
after the latest closure
but the prevailing mood on the
campus is one of appre-
hension. With the DUCSU
elections announced, the
university is hoping for the
best and preparing for the
worst. Elsewhere, in a number
of institutions of higher learn-
ing, a dark cloud hangs low as
memories of past strife and
the fear of impending ones
take away all sense of peace
and tranquillity one normally
expects in a seat ol learning.
Matters., far from improving,
have remained as bad as they
ever were. Where lies the
problem, is the guestion every
one is asking So long the sit
uation remains as bad as it is,
there will be no end to our
queries, in our desperate
search for a formula that will
lead to a solution of this in
tractable problem
In our enquiries into the
source of the problem we have
often avoided the real issues. A
glaring example is the report
of the committee set up by the
government on the issue of
violence on university
campuses. The measures
suggested are all remedial.
without the faintest suggestion
that, along with others, the
government, too. is to blame.
No body expected the
committee to tell this home-
truth. But this will bear
repetition since this is the one
truth which has to be faced if
we are really concerned with
higher education in this coun-
try being saved from total col-
lapse. .
| would thank Mr Abdus
Sobhan for his remarks (Daily
Star, March 11) on my column
'Choosing a Vice-Chancellor
(Star, March 1). | find a com-
mon ground between (wo of us
when the ‘ills ol the universi-
ties' are in gquestion. We differ,
and the dillerence is funda-
mental. on the roots ol the ills.

ENAZIR Lihatio has lou-
ght many battles in her
young life. She fought a

military dictatorship for eleven
years frequently suffering
imprisonment, including soli-
tary confinement. She saw a
dearly loved father hanged and
a favourite brother poisoned to
death. She had to spend many
years in exile constantly
hounded by Zia's intelligence
agencies. All of this could nei-
ther break her spirit nor
weaken her resolve,

The struggle for her did not
end with Zia's death. Having
become Prime Minister of
Pakistan through a free elec-
tion in 1988, she had to con-
tend with Zia's men en-
trenched in all the major insti-
tutions of the state. The transi-
tion from military to civilian
rule is always difficult because
the old order does not vanish
with the dictators death. As
Haiti's example so clearly
demonstrates, oligarchies cre-
ated by dictatorships fiercely
resist real change, particularly
democratic change. Real
democracy threatens to expose
and punish and therefore has
to be resisted. Such was the
situation in Pakistan.

A classical destabilising op-
eration was unleashed in 1989
against the Pakistan People's
Party government. Benazir
reputation was deliberately
sullied and her husband
painted black. When a vote of
no confidence in November
1989 did not succeed she was
dismissed by the President in
August 1990 using powers in-
serted by Zia in the constitu-
tion Another saga of trials,
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He thinks my views partial
when | identify the govern-
ment as mainly responsible for
the ills. He, on the other hand,
would exonerate the govern-
ment from any ill doing or ill
intentions, and would lay the
blame for politicising the wuni-
versities with all its evil con-
sequences, on the teachers,
and ultimately on the 1973
Acts/Order, particularly the
clauses providing for elections.

There is no doubt that uni-
versity politics revolve mainly
round the Senate's panel elec-
tions. In the sixties. the Heads
of Departments, nominated on
the basis of seniority by the
Vice-Chancellors (themselves
chosen directly by the gover-
nor in his capacity as
Chancellor), drew the demo
cratic ire of a section of the
teachers, because Heads were
influential. The framers of the
Act/Order made this office ro-
tative. The office has since
virtually lost all its academic
weight. No meodification or re-
finement of a blind principle
was ever attempted. The same
has happened. to some extent,
in the case of elected Deans of
Faculties. In neither case is
seniority and academic stand-
ing a factor any more. Most
importantly, under the provi-
sions of the 1973 Act, the
Vice-Chancellor's office has
suffered the same fate. Mr
Sobhan sees Gresham's Law
(bad money driving good
money out of circulation) in
operation in the process of
choosing a Vice Chancellor. |
could not agree more with him
when he says this. But then,
what is his remedy? Change
the Act, remove the panel
elections, and make way for
distinguished scholars like Dr
Mahmud Hossain to come and
hold the rein of our universi-
ties.

| would ask Mr Sobhan to
read the authentic story of how
Governor Moneim Khan got rid
of 1 Maluniud Hossan (the di-

third

rective had come from
lslamabad); the hectic mid-
night parleys to pre-empt a
feared High Court imjunction,
should Dr Hossain challenge
the legality of an unprece-
dented order of dismissal, and
how. thanks to Lal Mia's inter-
vention, the dismissal order
was changed into a letter of
resignation. supposedly volun-
tary but in fact given under
pressure. The story has been
narrated in detail by Mr
Borhanuddin Ahmad in his The
Generals of Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Chapter 11.

| mention this to show how
politics at the state level can
and does impinge on university
matters., and how incompatible
the two things are: debased
politics at the national level
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| see the only way of wean-
ing the politically oriented
teachers — neot all teachers
belong to that category — away
f[rom nonacademic even anti-
academic activities is to ensure
that the government. also the
political parties. da not med-
dle in university matiers. do
not attempt to influence elec-
tions, do not look upon um-
versities as citadels of power. |
have argued this point more
specifically in my column
'Keep off this Green Lawn
(Star, September 15, 1992)
Teacher involvement in panel
elections and similar activities
is linked with government
manoeuvres in respect of urmi-
versities, its desperation to
find agents among leachers
and students. Politics here fol-
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and academic purity at the
universities. Any body with’

sOme of history will
be on his guards when a highly
politicised government

promises to set matters right
on the campus through a di-
rectly appointed Vice
Chancellor.

Mr Sobhan seems to have
equated both the Senate (with
a substantial — roughly one-
— teacher representa-
tion) and the Syndicate (where
teachers often have an effec
tive majority, for which they
are not to blame) with teach-
ers. This is numerically wrong.
But here, | would concede that
there is scope for amend-
ments, if the object is to have a
Syndicate less partisan, less
obligated to a constituency
with its ever-present pressure,
and more secure from undue
pressures, and therefore able
to function as a judicial body.
The difficulty with our demo-
cratic Syndicates is that it is
both bar and bench merged
into one

lows the law of filtration. from
ministers and peoliticians to
the faculty and the student
body. No, there is no way of
exonerating the government
from the charge of undue in-
terference in what concerns
only the universities.

| am glad that Mr Sobhan
has had to admit that in
choosing Vice-Chancellors, the
government cannot claim to
have picked up superior/better
candidates. But to ascribe the
lowering of standards by the
government to the example set
by ‘panelwallas and thus to jus-
tify ‘mediocre choices in the
non-Act universities . is poor
logic. It hardly strengthens his
case for reverting to the older
system.

One basic principle of
choosing a Vice-Chancellor is
the principle of acceptability
without sacrificing the princi-
ple of eligibility. The Rotary
Clubs do it in their own way, in
their search for the next
District Governor. A rigorous
search is carried oul in many

American and some
Commonwealth coumntry uni-
versities for the next incum-
bent when a sitting Vice-
Chancellor is in the last year of
his office. If we have to think
of better aliermatives to the
system we have now, we
should be looking around.

rather than doing something
whieh will amount to, in my
consideration, flying from fry-
ing pan into the fire.

The search puinciple’ fol-
lowed by many universities in
the West is too abstract. too
high principle for eur political
guardians here to find a ready
acceptance. [n principle and
according to the spirit of the
Acts /Order. the guardianship
role belongs to the Senate but
the government will not leave
it at that Because it does not
trust the Senate. it must
emasculate it. Because there is
a headache. it must smash the
head. This is the political wis-
dom it has Ilearnt from
Pakistan The search principle
implies an understanding of
what democratic distancing by
the government is, an under-
standing of how self-governing
institutions are managed. But |
dare not propose its immedi-
ate adoption. | would only ask
the policy-makers of our polit-
ical parties to ponder over the
several alternatives, the op-
tions available to us, the sys-
tems found by others in choos-
ing thefr Vice-Chanceflors that
have proved satisfactory. It is
not necessary either to give all
our universities one fixed, in-

flexible system. What is good
for Dhaka. ray not be good for
Jahangirnagar. An outsider as a
Vice-Chancellor may be a mat-
ter of choice for one, may be
the only choice for the other.
Finally. let us not be shy of

politics, so long these are on

sound lines, and positive in In-
tent. The more developed a
society is, the more political it

will be. There are plenty of

politics in the best of world's

Benazir Battling Male Prejudice

imprisonment, and victimiza-
tion began for Benazir Bhutto.

Elections held in 1990
were rigged against her and
the Pakistan People's Party.
Her husband was jailed on

e

....

L
T e
1 L e L

Benazir Bhutto

flimsy charges and she was
dragged from court room to
court room al over the country
on trumped up charges of cor-
ruption. None of the charges
against her or her husband
have stood up to judicial
scrutiny and they have been
acquitted in all cases decided
so far. While these struggles
were imposed upon her either
because she was Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto's daughter or a demo-
crat who refused to counte-
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
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Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.

PM’s Japan visit and
Jamuna Bridge

Sir, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is visiting Japan
from March 28 to April 1 to fi-
nalise the negotiation leading
to the agreement between
Japan and Bangladesh over
200 million dollar credit for
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge.
We wish her mission all suc-
cess. We, the people of North
Bengal are shocked to learn
that proposed bridge has a
provision of laying metre gauge
railway tracks. Provision of
metre gauge railway tracks
over the bridge will deprive
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions
forever of direct, without
change changeover, and
smooth, speedy as well as
economical railway connection

with the capital Dhaka and vice
versa. The western region

consisting of Rajshahi and
Khulna divisions has two. dif-

ferent railway systems with 85

pc as broad gauge and the bal-
ance only 15 pc as metre
gauge.

Although out of total 1700
miles railway tracks in our

country, 1300 miles are metre

gauge and 400 miles are broad
gauge and that in western re-
gion only, yet in 1969 United
Kingdom's Freeman Fox and
Partners and in 1973 Japan's
Japan International Co-opera-

tion Agency, in their survey
reports, recommended for
broad gauge railway track on
the proposed bridge to con-
nect Dhaka directly with 85 pc

of the western region and the

country's single matural port
Mongla without any interrup-
tion and change over. In the

western region, almost 'all jute -

mills, sugar mills, news print
mills, large scale industries,
rich agricultural lands, unex-
plored deposit sites of mineral
resources are connected by
broad gauge railway track. The
changeover from broad gauge
to metre gauge and vice versa
will always make the journey
and movement of goods trou-
ble some, risky, time consum-
ing and costly. Although the
railroute is more lengthy than
landroute, direct train journey
between Dhaka and Chittagong
is always preferred and it en-
sures earlier arrival than by
bus.

Besides, for marketing its

-produce the whole western

region is dependent on Dhaka.
In near future carge and pas-
senger traffics are bound to be
heavier restricted to heavier
transport. Now-a-days, all over
the world, metre gauge railway
is being replaced by broad
gauge. Recently prime minis-
ter of India Mr. Narasimha Rao
has decided to replace within
8/10 years the metre gauge
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nance dictatorship and repres-
sion, her gender has led (o
other battles both in the polit-
ical domain and within her
own family.

Conservative political forces
such as the clergy and the ob-
surantists have always had a
negligible political appeal in
Pakistan. They have lost every
election ever held in the coun-
iry and seem to be loosing
rather than gaining ground at
the hustings. However, their
lack of broad based political
support does not deter them
from acting as a strong pres-
sure group. Organised into
tightly knit minor parties with
militant student wings, their
power exceeds their numbers.
This right wing coalition has
always attacked Benazir for
her gender. It does not matter
to them what her views are on
the issues. She could be a de-
vout muslim or a left wing
radical, they fight her just
because she is a women in
public life. In their view of the
world, which does not
correspond tg Islam's, a
women's place is at home and
not in the political domain.
The bogey of whether a women
can be a leader in Islam is
raised every few years. Long
bearded clerics in somber
tones pronounce fatwas or
religious edicts against women
but their real target is Benazir,
They cannol counienance her
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portion ol railway lracks in
India including that in all our
neighbouring Indian provinces
by broad gauge railway tracks.

In our country 60 wagons of
a goods train cost only one gal-
lon of oll for one mile. For the
same weight of goods, as car-
ried by 60 wagons, 240 trucks
are needed. 240 trucks need
21 gallons oil as fuel for one
mile only. And this benefit will
be more achieved, specially in
the western zone, when the
Jamuna Bridge eomes up with
broad gauge railway track.

But once the breadth of the
bridge is fixed and con-
structed, in future it will not
be possible to install the broad
gauge railway track. The instal-
lation of broad gauge railway
tracks now needs to be
thought over. To link Dhaka
with the Bridge, the link 100
miles broad gauge railway
track from Daria in Tangail
district to Dhaka, Narayanganij,
if possible via Savar, only needs
be constructed. Only the broad
gauge railway tracks can have
provisions for turning it into
the mixed gauge railway
tracks. Mixed gauge railway
tracks at present exist be-
tween Parbatipur and Saidpur
to facilitate the transportation
of roling stocks, engines of
both broad and metre gauges
to Saidpur Railway Workshop.

Since the government of
Japan is one of the co-fi-
nancers of the Bridge and
Japan International Co-opera-
tion Agency in the survey re-
port recommended for broad
gauge railway track on the
Bridge. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and her Govern-
mentt are undoubtedly on the
favourable position to press for

as a leader of the country or
even of a political party.

This attitude of the clerics
plays well in a country where a
women is often considered to
have a lower social status then
the male. Male chauvinism
manifest itself in many forms
particularly in the privacy of a
home. However, it is in the
public domain that the prob-
lem becomes acute. Apart from
a whispering campaign of half
truths and rumors, quite often
sexist innuendos are used to
denigrate a women leader. To
emerge as a preeminent polit-
ical leader in such an envi-
ronment is not mean achieve-
ment for a women. It is to
Benazir's credit that she has
transcended the limitations of
these peculiar set of values and
attifudes. She has fought the
conservatives and the clergy
and has cut a trail that makes
it easier for other women to
challenge this hitherto exclu-
sive male preserve,

The recent attacks on
Benazir from members of her

own family stem essentially
from a similar mind set. Her
mother unfortunately shares
the retrogressive values of a
feudal society. She believes
that her son Murtaza is the
only true heir of his fathers
political legacy because HE IS

A MALE. Begum Bhutio,

Benazir's mother, publicly uses
a sexist justification to pro-
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replacing the provision ol
metre gauge railway tracks by
broad gauge railway track over
the Bridge.

Md. Anwarul Afzal
Ex-Member, National Railway
Consultative Committee
Gout. of Bangladesh,
Raninager, Naogaon.

Palestinians, the
betrayed and the
crucified

Sir, By the sheer brutality
and brazenness of its occur-
rence, the unprovoked blood-
bath at Hebron amply justifies
the long-standing Palestinian
uprising or the Intifada. How
else the Palestinian anger and
anguish can have any recogni-
tion? Is there any other way
than resorting to a hate mis-
sion counter to the missions of
the occupation force? Atro-
cities committed thus far have
had tremendous impact on the
psyche of the tormented. The
worst fear of the peacemaking
processes to be ditched has
been alarmingly accentuated by
the overwhelming sense of
betrayal.

While that ground-shaking
Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Accord signed on September
13, 1993, embodying the no-
tion of mutual recognition and
Palestinian selfl-determination
phase by phase, has been
shattered into nothingness by
the Israeli zealots' free licence
to shoot worshippers inside a

ue, the Israeli authorities
in effect have established
themselves as either the per
petrators per se or the
unassertive peace-makers. the
unwieldy gendarmes who just
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mote her son's political inter-
ests. In her mind, the mere
fact that Murtaza is the male
heir. is enough of a jusitifica-
tion for him to lead the
Pakistan People's Party. What
she forgets is that it was
Benazir who stayed in Pakistan
to fight martial law when other
members of her family left the
country. For seven long years.
from 1977 to 1984, she was
the one who kept the banner
of the struggle aloft, she was
the one to be jailed, harassed
and victimized.

Benazir is a leader of the
Pakistan People's Pariy not
only because she is Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto's daughter. She has won
her spurs in the heat of the
battle against tyranny and dic-
tatorship. To use a feudal ar-
gument of primogeniture —
inheritance going to the male
heir + devalues the struggle of
millions of Pakistani's who fol-
lowed Benazir during ex-
tremely difficult times. Such
ah argument reduces the
members of the Pakistan
People's Party into feudal re-
tainers rather than thinking
men and women who are in
the party because of its vision
of a .liberal, democratic

- Pakistan. It also plays into the

hands of her party's political
opponents who charge her
party's leadership to be dynas-

€. The feudal mind set which
is the guiding spirit of Begum
Nusrat's campaign, also Lrans-
lates into attacks on the hus-

have become the deaf-mule'

spectators of the mayhem.

Before the pacifists' over-
tures for continuation in peace
talks hold ground again, it has
to be realized that mere
apologies forwarded to the
Palestinians or reiterating the
promises to stop the hood-
lumery and announcing d hefty
sum as compensations may not
have any lasting effect. It must
be agreed.upon that sixty-nine
deadmen, whether Israeli or
Palestinian, are sixty-nine in-
dividuals gunned down as per
the demoniac schemes of the
zealots/the extremists. And,
one must not equate one
Israeli corpse to one hundred
Palestinian corpses. Those
killed must be regarded as
martyrs. Again, nobody per-
haps can console those who
are left with the dead bodies.

Queer though, the suppres-
sion of Palestinians is usually
highlighted as Arab-lsraeli
conflict. Whereas Arabs other
than Palestinians are not
suffering an loss/subjugation
other than having to surrender
a piece of their land annexed
by Israelis; the Palestinians live
like pariahs in their own
homeland. They are the
tormented ones, the betrayed
and crucified ones.

As the Palestinians in the
holy land are denied their
rights to hold procession on
the eve ol the holy Palm
Sunday before the Easter
Sunday, as they are not pro-
vided the minimum security of
offering prayvers in peace in-
side mosque nobody should
expect toning down In the
Palestinian protest or turn
back from movements and
demonstrations. Disconcer

coming

Universities and the Source of Sickness

universities. At Oxford, even
some professorial positions are
elective: all resident MAs cany
cast their votes in choosing a
professor. Choosing the head
of a college is hot politics but
not se when it comes to choos-
ing a Vice-Chancellor, — a
mere matter of rotation

Heads of Colleges. At one time,
cardinals resorted to the ugh-
est and bloodiest of pelitics in
choosing a Pope; today, they
still elect a Pope but the pro-
cess has been cleansed beyond

recognition.

The principle of selection
obtaining at the central gov-
ernment universities of India
eschews election at any levél. A
selection committee is formed
consisting of members who
must not have any connection
with the university concerned.
The committee suggests a
panel of three. drawn usually
from other universities. This
ensures that the person finally
selected will come without any
bias toward any group or fac-
tion. The {inal choice of course
lies with the Chancellor.

| hope | have given a cor-
rect description of the sysiem.
As far as | know, it has worked
well: it cuts at the root of
teacher politics. It further en-
sures that there is no politics
at the higher level, outside the
university

POST-SCRIPT: A word

the book The generals

Pakistan and Bangladesh
hope to write on this very
stimulating book one of these
days. Published by Vikash.
India, with marketing ar-
rangements with a local pub-
lishing house; Airport Cust-
oms, for reasons best known to
them, have stopped a
consignment from being re-
leased. And this has gone on
for over a year now, in a coun-
try which is no longer ruled by
a General. But you can still
have ygur copy if you know

which bookshops to go to.

band of the female child. Many
of the old Sindhi families
never marry their daughters.
Besides satisfying some an-
cient notion of male honour, it
is a convenient tool to keep
the inheritance 'only among
the males. Benazir marriage to
Asif Ali Zardari is inconyenient
from a feudal perspective. Her
husband ises the other,
the alien, for her family mem-
bers and therefore has to be
targeted. Again. this peculiar
mind set dees not take into
account Asifs coftribution to
Benazir's politics. Besides
providing companionship and
support to a woman leader in a
male dominated society.
has been an integral part-of
political struggle that Benazir
waged over the last three
years. For his pains he had
suffer two and half years of rig-
orous imprisonment. Twice
elected a member of the
National Assembly from a
constituency in Sindh, he is
widely recognized as a political
strategist and troubleshooter
for the Prime Minister. Theirs
is a hip as effective as
Bill and Hillary Clintons, but
quite unique in a third world
setting.

Benazir's struggles against
dictatorship and entrenched
oligarchies are enough to qual-
ify her as a preeminent cham-
pion of human rights in un-
derdeveloped societies. What

distinguishes her contribution
from some others is the social
limitations of gender that she
has overcome in a male domi-
nated society. Conflicts within
her family indicate that her
battles are not yet over.

tingly enough, the initiatives
taken so far by the interna-
tional communities to establish
peace have ended up In
fiascos. Even though the i

ternational authorities ha

enormous potentialities, they

often cannot take actions

against the tormentors: they
are often seen to be hobbling
around while the blood-letting

goes on unabated. A sense of

frustration is increasingly be-
inveterate in the
minds of the common people

of the world. The late twenti-
eth century pharaohs, even
after committing gross human
rights abuses, are getting all
the help from the missionaries
of democracy and the op-
pressed and the suppressed of
the world remain un-recom-
pensed. Perhaps. the altruists
of the world have placed
themselves in meaningless
campaigns. '
| feel sorry for Yasser Arafat.

That great nationalist leader
has sacrificed himself for the
cause of the Palestinian nation
and now has been discredited
to his own people as per the
cruel machinations of the
shrewd war lords. | have a few
words for those who justify
Israeli musclemanry as being a
saviour-forgotien people, sur-
rounded by the hostile Arabs. |
intend to tell them: please,
stop the eye-washing; please
have a look at the nice-looking
Palestinians. Don't make out a
reason for annihilating them
Let them live nicely And
please don't jeer at a handi
capped man who has been
tormented by the mighty per-
secutors

Hubert Franclts Sarkar
Singhtola. Dhaka



