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14 BSF men to be |

tried for killing
HQJ nléﬁﬁhmiris

Mar 27 Four
officers and 10 other members
of India's paramilitary bordes
security force (BSF) are to be
court-martialled over the
killing of at least 31 Kashmiri
demonstrations. the Pilonecs
newspaper said yesterday. re

ports Reuler.

it said the trials had heen
recommended in an internal
BSF report into the shoolings
of the demonstrators last
October as they protested agai-
nst an army siege of Kashmir's
holiest Muslim shrine, where
secessionist militants were

holed up.

BSF spokesman were not
immediately available for co-
mment.

Benazir acquitted
of another case

LAHORE. Mar 27: A Pakis
tani courl cleared Prime Mi
nister Benazir Bhutto® 11
Saturday off misusing an i
force transport plane four and
half years ago during her firsl
period in office, reporis
Reuter.

The accusation was one ol
seven charges of abuse of

wer used by President

ulam Ishaq Khan to disimiss
her government in Augus!
1990. She has already been
acquitted of three others.

Judge Munir Sheikh threw
oul the allegation that Ben:uzn
ordered the unauthorised 1=
of an Air Force C-130 plane 1«
fly [avourable deputies to a
northwestern district to keep
them from being influenced In
opposition parties hoping (o
bring down her government in
a parliamentary no-confidence
vote.

There is no proof of any
order passed by the respon
dent for the deployment of Lhc
flights. he said. How could sl
be held guilty if there is no
ch deflinite prool”

Delhi plans a limited war, says Pak General

KURDARA, Mar 27! Inddian

| troops are building coneretie

bunkers in Kashmir and their
movements indicate plans for a
limited war, a senior Pakistani
army officer said at this for-
ward post, reporis, AFP.

“They are making concreie
bunkers regularly,” said Ge-
neral Ghulam Khaja, a brigade
commander at the Nikial
sector outpost 5,635 foot up in
the Pir Ranjwal mountains.

The Pakistani position, ad-
jacent to Poonch city in the
Indian-held part of Kashmir, is

- about a kilometer as the crow

Indian troops building concrete bunkers i in Kashmir

tention is a limited war with
Pakistan,” the brigadier told
reporters flown into the sector
Saturday by the army. The war

he envisaged would be of shori
duration and scattered over
selected areas.

Khaja said India had built

and manned military posts ev-
ery 300 metres (1,000 feet)
and seeded surrounding terri-
tory with anti-tank mines.

Displaying some anti-per-

sonnel mines he said were laid

by Indians on this side of the
disputed border.

Khaja said

Nies from the line of control
that divides the state between
its two rival neichbours.

| b Apprre llnil'.illl in-

India had constructed three-
tier forward, middle and rear

e s,

Indian villages i a 1liree

kilometer (Iwo-mile) belt had
been evacualed and troops
ciuipped with early detection
and night-vision systems.
Forward posts also had trained
dogs, he said. :

Pakistan and India’ have
fought two wars for eontrol of
Kashmir since the two coun-
iries won independence in
1947,

The media trip was the first
since bilateral relations plun-
ged to a new low in the wake
of a four-year ‘freedom stru-
ggle,’ in the southern part of
Kashmir controlled by India,
which blames the unrest on
Pakistan.

Tl

helicoprer

carrving

juumnlluls nlupped at several
post along the fragile border.
Officers pointed out mud

. houses pock-marked by gun-

fire.

Dﬂlcerl at different places
said there had been a “sharp
increase” in Indian attacks on
border villages since 1989,
when Muslim mililants started
a bloody resistance mnw:m:nl
against Indian rule.

Khaja, in response to ques-
tions, did not rule out the pos-
sibility that Israelj officers
were assisting Indian forces in
Kashmir.

“We could see some people
in diltferent uniforms. Are they
comni mulos or foreigners. we

don't know,” he said."
Reporting ‘'some change” in
activity across the border. he

said that at times "we feel

somebody is directing them to
go on a killing spree.”

Lieutenant colonel Inayat
Wali, commander of the Tetri
note post in the Rawalakot
sector, said India routinely
fired on border villages at
night, at a cost.of several civil-
ian lives.

Milita:jr casualties are "very
rare,’” as India's alm seems to
be to "demoralise” the popula-
tion by unleashing "terror” on
both sides of the border, an-
other officer said.

Bul he said the villagers.

were prepared 1o make

"sacrifices for their cause.”

The army let journalists Lalk
to hundreds of refugees who
had allegedly fled Indian
atrocities” and civilians who
suffered loss of limbs or seri-
ous bullet injuries in attacks
over the past few months.
They included women and
children.

A six-year-old girl was re-
covering from two bullet
wounds. A three-year-old boy
was the 'yuungut victim.” His
father, who had a fractured
arm, told reporters that some
Indian - "saboteurs” placed a
bomb outside his home, which

was detonated by Indian tracer

fire.
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1 more Kurd dies in German

third Kurd has died in Germany afler setting himself aal::
this week in protest at what he considered Bonn's support for
Turkish suppression of his people, Kurdish sources said on
Saturday, Reuter reports from Frankfurt.

The sources at a Kurdish demonstration in Frankfurt said
that the man died in hospital on Saturday from serious burns
but police were unable to confirm the report.

Two Kurdish women died after dousi
petrol and setting it alight on Monday.

thewmselves with
leflt a suicide

nole llm ‘that they protesting at German arms sales (o

'hu'hilh

violates Greek air space:

ter planes violated Greek air

space, Greek

government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said Saturday,

labetling the violation "an organised provocation™.

from: Athens.

AFP reports

Greek Defence Ministry officials said more than 20 F-16
and Phantom F-4 warplanes from Turkey's air force flew into

Greek air space between 0800 and 1000 GMT Friday over the
east and north of the Aegean Sea.

Greek fighters intercepted and 'maneuvered’ the planl.-a
out of the Greek zone, the officials said.

Buthelezi won't obstruct voting:
Zulu Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi told President F W de Klerk
he would not ebstruct voting in the Kwazulu homeland during
South Africa’s all-race election. Reuter reports from Durban.
But an ANC leader from the battlefield black townships of

Natal provinee said de Klerk would play inlo Buthelezi's hands
¥ e 1ok the pledge al face value.

This is nol acceplable”,

sdid Blade Nzimande, whose base
in the Natal midlands has seen many killings

in conflicts be-

tween ANC members and Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom Party

Pailin has fallen to the C&nﬂul:l{m government forces

ne:tl'emhtlkilledinAl

Filty-two lslamic fundamentalists were killed

eria:
ughout

days prior Lo the l!t:l,'k.l:nd security

E

Algeria tn three
hﬂ:lw indicating a surge in security action, AFP

which related to deaths between Wednesday and

the number of fundamentalists killed by
March 10.

The killings come amid an intensified government crack
down on fundamentalists. in particular following a jail break
out on March lummwmmm

tog::»lh. iliom wdnty yestey
gﬁﬂ!ﬂ COun puﬂtk‘llnmtntdghr

gl

reporis from Rome.

Im‘l-t general elections to ht

in 45 years,

Polling stations opened at 0430 GMT in the two-day

election. in which 48 4 million ILtalians are
in the ballot box."

m’u newspaper declared in a banner headline

"A revelution

Clinton wants to
be ruler of -
world: Zhirinovsky

NEW YORK. Mar 27: Russi
an nationakst leader Viadinur
- Zhirinovsky. In an inter iew

s Viesd-
wanits In 1the

dﬁmuhﬂ-mﬂ
use nuclear i it had
:LLﬂhw
that his Liberal Democratic
Party actually won a majority of
the votes in last December's
elections bul was cheated out
of victory.

to vole.
the Rome based

SARAJEVO, Maur 27 Mowes
towards a new Bosnian Croat
Muslim Federation gathered
pace as the Bosnian Croat par-
liament voted to join it and
military leaders from both
sides agreed on a joint army
veinand, reports AFP.

li Mosiar, south-wesi Bas-
nda, the parliament of the sell
derlared (Croatian) Repubdic o
Herseg-Bosnia voted almes!
unanimously on Saturday for
the new federation crafted by
US and Russian mediators and

signed In Washington last
week

There was only one “no’
vote and three abstentions for

B e e  SE = S

‘hes policenicn H}f Lu remove the “rtu;.ka;.re of a ?Ehj[h :h wlruyr:d durmg a black day
obscved i Karachi vesterday. MOQM supporters started violence carly yesterday aguinst an
alle 2od sexual harassment of a voing woman dunng an army raid.

— AFP photo

S e

Au Paluﬂlmmn }-nul:h whu tried lu escape arrest nuta:de the Old City wa'ﬂs of Jerusalem o

Saturday ix dragged to the jeep by Israeli border guards where he was roughed up befun-

being tuken away.

?{AEUL Mar-27: Rival Af-
ghin factions exchanged ro-
ckel lire overnight and thro-
ughout Saturday in the capital
Kabul, killing at least 28 peo-
ple and wounding more than
130, hospital doctors said,
reports Reuter. :

The fighting subsided on
Saturday evening and a spokes-
man for President Burhan-
uddin Rabbani said an offensive
by rebel militias in eastern
Kabul had been repulsed.

A government aircralt
bombed rebel positions south

ol Kabul, he said. There was no

iforination about casualties.

Seven people were killed
whenr a rockel hitl a house
where mourners had gathered
for the funeral of a boy killed
it a rockel attack on Fridav.
ollicial Kabul radio said,

It said 19 people were
killed and 17 wounded on
Salurday when 273 rockels
were fired on Kabul by anti-
Rabbani militias controlled by
Prime . Minister Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar and northern war-
lord General Abdul Rashid
Dostum.

Doctors at Kabul Hospitals
pul casualties at 28 killed .and
more than 130 wounded by
rocket fire since Frlduj.r
evening. No estimaie of casual-
ties was avallable from anti-
Rabbani forces.

Seventy-twe houses were
destroyed by rockets, the radio
said.

A woman at a hospital in
central Kabul said her cousin
and a cook were killed and her
hushand and three other
maihwrs o the oy were

B'QI El:l_y 28 more die in Afghan war

wounded when a rocket hit
their house.

At another hospital in west-
erin Kabul, an 11-year-old boy
said he was carrying water to
his house when a rocket fell in
the street killing two people
and wounding six. inaluding
him.

A government spokesman
said anti-Rabbani forces laun-
ched the attacks on Kabul to
avengeé setbacks in northern
Afghanistan.

A Geneva rtpnrt says:
400,000 people in Kabul are
threatened with starvation due
to a food blockade, the head of
a UN peace mission seeking
national reconciliation in
Alghanistan said on Friday.

The latest round ol rombat
arcund  Kabul eruptedd on
Jatnary |

Ishikawa polls
a test for
Hosokawa

TOKYO, Mar 27: Voters i1
central Japan went to the poli-
today to elect a new govern
i a crucial test for Prinn
Minister Morihiro Hosokaw . -

unwidely coalition, repori~
Reuter.

The election in Ishikaw.
prefecture marks the [irsi
time since Hosokawa took ol
fice last August that his coal

lionn must face an elecinnl
challenge from the Lilyw .
Democratic Party (LDP). wl.

were ousted by Hosokawa aftc
38 years in power.

Pitled against coalition «.n-
didate Masanori Tanimoio .re
.DP-backed Hirushi Ishikaw
@1l a Communist Party cand
date

Voting ends at 6 pm (09040
GMT] with results expected
abeut 10 pm (1300 GMT).

While the vote is for 1lu
proiectural governor. the cain
paign s locus was on whether
Hosokawa's national govern-
ment has done anything goow|
fur the people

Hosokawa campaigned I
the 48 year-old coalition sta:
dard bearer on Saturdawy
stressing the need for more
political and economic reforms
after the LDP's long and olies
corrupt rule

Who will reform (his coun-
try?”” e askedd rletorwally in a
tede o sl s{mte h.

Bangkok

i

Miss Thailand 1994 Mix=x Arriya Slnﬂupa 22 iRl puses
beside |ast year = wininwr Misx Sattarika Ubonsiri, 22, after
winning the Miss Thuland 1994 contest yesterday at

— AFP photo

Paris meet for
more women
1n politics

PARIS, Mar 27: Parliamen-
tarians from 111
said on Saturday they wanted
more women in politics,
reports Reuter.

The 560 members of the
interparliamentary union ag-
reed alter a six-day meeting in
Paris there could be no dy-
namic democracy uniess policy
was (lefined jointly by mén and
wWOIen.

They agreed on a plan to
remove cultural and religious
obslacles to the entry of
women inlo polilics, o en-
courage their participation in
political parties and (o set le-
gal bases of equalily between
sSexes

They also called on the in
ternational community 1o re-

iww  the structure of the
"mited Nations to give it a
iler world role and beller

ower to prevent conflicts.
The meeting also produced
¢ tleclaration listing criteria for
o and fair elections. It cov-
tiel all aspects of a poll from
hee right to campaign and vote
1o hon-discrimination in voting
vperations and appeals against
cloclion results.

Yeltsin guarantor
of democracy :

Nixon
NEW YORK., Mar 27: Former
1S President Richard Nixoi

cautlioned Friday against wril

ing oll Russian President Boris
Yellsinn because of his Increas-
ingly erratic behaviour, saying
hie remains the best guarantor
il Russian democracy, reports
AFP

Nixon, writing of his recent
Irip Lo Russia in the New York
lnnes, noted an onset of pes
~unism and anti- American sen-
tinnent there and said "Russia's
political scene can only be de-
scribed as chaotic.”

"President Yeltsin has losi
much of the mystique from his
liistoric role in the destruction
ol Soviet communisin. He may
he finding that history is
icainst him. Over the cen-
luries, revolutionary leaders
liave not been good nation-
bsilders.” Nixon wrote.

But it would be premature
i write Yelisin oll because of

his Ireqquent absences Ilrom
Moscow amdd his toereasingly
erratic conmndiomt .l said

couniries-

the plan. which calls for a
Muslim-Croat Federation «un
sisting of several ethuically

Ihhsed cantons in a loose con-
lederation with Croatia

The Muslim-dominaied Bo
snian pariiament is due 1o
mneet on Monday in Sarajevo W
(tiscuss the [ederation plan.
which was signed in Washing-
ton I Bosnian President Alija
lzethegovie. Bosnian Croat lea-
der Kresimir Zubak and Cro-
atian President Franjo Tudj-
Tiarn.

The Mostar assembly
agreed to send a delegation (o
that made up of Croal
members of the Bosnian par-

Haiient who walked out last
Scineniher protesting thai the
iite tosts of the Croal minoriiny
we e Deing ignored

Agreement on the new led
tTalny would mean the end ol
Herzeg-Bosnia as an indepen
dent entity. Its powers would
be transferred to a new federal
governmen! based in Sarajevo,
and w the mdividual canions.

The Serbs. the region's
most powerful community who
control nearly 70 per cent of
Bosnia. have rejected any par-
ticipation in the new union.

Approval for the federation
had been expected aller the
Herzeg-Bosnia presidency

came oul in favour on Friday,
andd Zubak urged the asscinbly
on Salurday Lo accept il.

‘Il we are going (o be real
istic and objective and manage
o overcome our narrow local
and regional interests. | think
we will reach the conclusion
that this plan meets the inter-
ests of the Croatian people as a
whole,” Zubak said.

The assembily proposed that
Zubak should be president of
the new Bosnian federation.

Izetbegovic., the current

President of Bosnia, Iis ex-
pected Lo step down.

Sources close to tLhe
Bosnian government told

IKeniters lzetbegovic might quit
witlun a month as part ol an
unwritten understanding be-
tween the government and
Bosnian Croats.

He should have handed over
the rotating Bosnlan presi-
dency te a Croat member of
the collective leadership In
1992, but regular constitu-
lional procedures were sus-
pended due to war.

As a [urther indication
izetbegovic might be preparing
lo step down. Sarajevo radio
reported that he would re
claim the leadership of Lhe
Muslim-based Party of
Democratic Action.

— AFI’ photo
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Pentagon moves
to bolster its
forces in ROK

NEW YORK, Mar 27: The
Pentagon has been moving to
bolster its forces in South .
Korea to protect against an at-
tack by North Korea, today's
New York Times reported,
says Reuter.

The US is strengthening its

military position as it seeks
support at the United Nations
for possible economic sanc-

tions against North Korea, the
Times said. :

The US wants the sanctions

_imposed if North Korea con-

tinues to block inspections of
its nuclear programme.

The army has also begun to
replace older helicopters in
South Korea with new
attack helicopters, it said.

Abdel-Rahman wants
to subpoena Clinton
to testify at trial

NEW YORK, Mar 27: Sheikh
Omar Abdel-Rahman, charged
with plotting to blow up the
|'nited Nations headquarters
«nd to assassinate Egyptian
President: Hosni Mubarak,
wants to subpoena President
tlinton to testify at his trial,

according. to court papers filed
IFriday, reports Reuter.

In a 20-page memorandum
liled in federal ceurt, the 55-
vear Egyptian cleric said he
wants to explore Clinton's
secret’” dealings with the
lzgvptian government.

in his court papers, Abdel-
Rqahman says he believes 'that
political manoeuvrings be-
iween President Clinton and
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt' were
behind the charges against
him.

The cleric, who speaks vir-
inally no English, is represent-
ing himself with the assistance
of a court-appointed lawyer.

Off the Record

Holi not joyful for everyone

NEW DELHI: Revellers doused in lurid colours and fuelled
by milk-and-hashis cocktails roamed the streets and vil
of India Sunday to celebrate Holi. the most exuberant festival
in the Hindu calendar, reports Reuter.

It was the first Holi celebrated for several years without a
grim cloud of recent religious or political vielence and joy was

uninhibited.
Children, young’

and old, took to the streets to drench

strangers with pails of coloured water, shower them with
powdered colour and take a few hits in return.

sSome wealthier people at their farms on the outskirts of
Deilhi filled big tanks with coloured water and insisted every-

one get a ducking.

It was not joyful for evervone. however. '

Most Indians, despite thic Hindu vegetarian tradition. eat

meat on Holt, but this vear abhateir workers decided to go on

- strike for higher pav. None of the miution or goat usually caten
on | [oli was available in the markes '

Clinton made unwelcome
sexual advances?

LONDON: A 27-year-old American woman has alleged that
US President Bill Clinton made sexual advances to her when
he was governor of Arkansas and effectively her boss, the
Sunday Telegraph reported, says AFP.

It said that Paula Corben Jones, 27, charged in an affidavit
that Clinton "made a series of unwelcome sexual advances,
each of which was unmistakably rebuffed” after summoning
her to his hotel room nearly three years ago.

Jones, now living in California. has until May 8 to pursue
the allegations in the courts before the alleged offences lapse,

the paper said.

It quoted her lawyer Daniel Traylor as saying she was still
hesitating over whether to go ahead, for fear it would draw

reprisals against her family. .

The Sunday Telegraph added that the White House had
denied Jones, charges, saying that Clinton had never met her.
Jones alleged that the incident occurred during a congress
il the Excelsior Hotel in Little Rock. Arkansas on May 8,

1991,
opliknl agency.

while she was working lor the state's indusirial devel-

She went to Clinton's room when he invited her, thinking
it was lor prolessional reasons, When she rejected tas ad-
vances. he threatened her with being livred. she saul

Clinton was "hoorish ol grotesgue.” Junes tokd the paper
"I was really alraid ol losing my Jushy

Followers rally to hear monk
declare his innocence

BANGKOK: Some 5,000 followers ol a Thai monk rallied at
a Bangkok temple Saturday to show support for the contro-
versial Buddhist leader and hear him declare his innocence in
a lingering sex scandal, reports AFP.

The monk, Yantra Ammarobikkhu, has been accused of
having sex with several women and. some six years ago. of
fathering the child of one follower.

Yantra, in his first public statements on the matter since
the charges were levelled about three months ago, said the
former nun who claims she bore his child was pregnant be-

fore she met him.

He also said the woman had faked the birth certificate that
she give Thal authorities when she brought charges against

him .

Thait police had declined to look into the case, saying it
was a religious matter. Bul an investigalion earlier this year by

the llume

Ministry s Religious Allairs Department

found

Yanira mnocent ol the sex o« harges.

Croat parliament votes to Join new Bosnian Federation

[zethegovice resigned as
pariv chiefl in December 1992
when Boantan Croats and Serbs
comnplained that the head of a
multi-ethnic state should not
simultanecusly lead an ethni
cally-based party

Earlier on Saturday Muslims
and Croals took a first practi-

cal step towards forming a new
Bosnian federation when thejr

military leaders signed an-
agreement for a joint army
command.

I'ne government and Croat
armies lhl.r-d a4 joint com-

China selling

arms (o
szanmar-: US
HINGTON, Mar 27:
China Is centinuing to sell

arms (o Myanmar despite US
appeals to Beijing to haltl them,
said a State Department official
Friday, s AFP.

The jal sald the US was
worried abeut arms sales to
Myanmar because of the ruling
junta’s history of human rights

abuses
He added that ether coun-

tries apart from China were in-

vdv# in Lthe arms sales.
|

no reason to be-
lieve these staies have curbwed
their armmé Bsales to the
Myanmar me.” he said.



