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Miseries of City

in an interview recently
granted to The Daily Star. the
newly elected Mayor of the
Dhaka City Corporation gave
his ideas as to how he would
deal with some of the out-
standing problems facing the
city. The points that figured
during the discussion togeth:lr
with some other outstanding
probléms of the city are high-
lighted below.

Dhaka city is one of the
fastest growing urban centres
of the world in terms of popu-
lation. According to a rTecent
international survey, the city is
on the threshold of becoming
one of the megacities of the

. world by the turn of the cen-
tury.

The prospect, fhough a
cause of pleasure, confronts us
at the same time with the
stark realities of the inade-
quacies of our civic life. As the
odds are tremendous, it will
not be easy to make significant
progress in that sphere so as
to match the status of a megac-
ity.

The city life leaves some
basic things to be desired. In
such amenities of a modern
city as roads, drains and
sewage, lamentable shortcom-
ings exist, due to which a city
dweller's life is subject to great
suffering and tribulations.

In most of the areas outside
the posh and semi-posh areas
in the new part of the Dhaka
city the conditions of life and
ltving are most pitiable.

- Particularly in old Dhaka, there
is a good number of enclaves of
poverty and squalor. In fact,
roads in, rotten conditions are
scattered all over the city. The
same story of neglect and in-
difference affects the surface
drains of the city. The extent
of environmental pollution re-
sulting from the lack of ade-

quate drainage is compounded

by the absence of adequate

scavenging service of the city
on. The state of the

City's sewerage is equally at its
worst.

The poor state of mainte-
nance of the city bazars is an-
other sore point. Perhaps part
of the blame for it rests on the

& ac-
cumulation of slud and

_garbage all around. Such care-
less vendors need be disci-

.Plined by the municipal staff

.§ who should also ensure that

clearance of garbage is done

By A 8 M Nurunnabi

regularly and promptly
Another affliction that the
citizens suffer is the mosquito
menace. It continues unabated.
Except for the small minority
whe live in mesquito-proof
netted habitats, life after dusk

- for the majority is a tale of

helpless agony from the men-
ace. The city dwellers com-
plain with bitterness that the
concerned authorities are
helpless to do anything effec-
tive to curb the menace. The
new city Mayor has assured us
that for mosquito eradication
he would employ volunteers to
clear the stagnant water bod-
ies where mosquito breeds.
Party workers and also work-
ers from other parties would
be involved to work voluntarily
as the city corporation does
not have additional manpower.
Let us hope that the strategy
indicated by the Mayor. would
produce results.

Dhaka's traffic situation is at
present horrid. One pdrticular
aspect which is a terrible
strain on one's -patience and a
cause of loss of many valuable
workhours is the perpétual
traffic jams on important
roads. The principal factor
causing them is the slow-mov-
ing cycle rickshaws., Most of
the time and particularly at
peak hours, the vast panorama
of these primitive wehicles
inching their way through
crowded roads in busy areas
presents a mind-boggling
spectacle. The existing road
networks and booming pepula-
tions have made commuting
for both vehicular and pedes-
trian traffic a stupendous exer-
cise, ;

The crucial question now is
what should be done with the
rising the tide of rickshaws. As
rightly observed by the new
Mayor, they provide far too
many jobs and support too
many families. So rickshaws
cannot be withdrawn without
creating more viable alterna-
tives. Tp relieve congestion on

lor a start we may put a ceiling
on how many rickshaws our
roads can hold. Given the

- area-wise distribution of road

capacity, it may be possible to
issue specific permits.
According to another sugges-
tion, most of the roads can be
easily divided into two sec-
tions: One for rickshaws and
the other for speedy vehicles.

roads, one suggestion is that

I @ f
Once the movement of rick
shaws is regulated, about 50
per cerit of the order on the
roads would be achieved.

The hawkers pose another
serious problem in city life.
One common reason for hawk-
ers to be evicted from their
unauthorised places is' the
problem they create for
pedestrian and vehicular traf-
fic. In fact the traffic problem
is compounded not by the
hawkers alone. The rickshaws
are alse to blame, The new
Mayor assured us that the cor-
poration would think of alter-
native measures for their reha-
bilitation. As suggested by.
him, one way may be to look
for certain areas for them to
trade. Open markets at some
particular places could be an-
other option. The important

thing is that a compromise so-
lution should be found be-

. tween the extremes of uncom-

promising policy of eviction
and the untrammelled free-
dom of city hawkers to ply
their trade.

One particularly distressing
practice ol the cily corpora-
tion is the obnoxious move-
ment of open garbage trucks at
peak traffic hours in the
morning through the city's
road network. This is unthink-
able in any modern city. It be-
heves the corporation authori-
ties to stop this nauseating
practice immediately and en-
sure that the work of collec-
tion and carrying of garbage
from different points is com-
pleted in the small hours of
the morning as is done in
many modern cities.

The city with its multi-
faceled problems does not
compare [avourably witlt other
metropolitan cities ol the re-
gion. The city's population
continues to grow rapidly and
with it the burgeoning insuffi-
ciency of its facilities and
amenities. This poses a chal-
lenge which the city's infras-
tructure is called upon to
meet. The financial constraints
understandably are a constant
critical factor for this back-
wardness. But there is no rea-
son why with _more deter-
mined efforts and greater
commitment to make better
use of available resources on
the part of the concerned
agencies, things cannot be
matle noticeably better than at
present. '

PM: People-based politics
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. and the achievements of her

government.

. "Democracy is a growing
systein” she said and added it
needs steady and firm endeav-
ours to attain its final objec-

i

The Prime Minister said
the speedy implementation of
economic structural reforms

on some sections of society.

‘Proper safety measures, she
assured, would be taken for
those peasants, workers and
others who are facing this
pressure - for the sake of
greater national interest.

The insecurity of those
members of the society might
Jeopardise democracy and the
market economy, Begum Zia
said, adding her government is
going to take various pro-
grammes to tackle any such si-
tuation. !

The Prime Minister re-
"called with great respectsthe

' heroic martyrs whose sacri-

fices earned the independence
of our beloved motherland and
said. "This independence has
given us the self identity and
the dignity of a proud nation."

She said the supreme sac-
rifices initiated by the heroic
people 23 years ago remind us’
again and again that we are
ever ready for any sacrifice to
safeguard the independence of
our beloved motherland.

Begum Khaleda Zia said she
had deemed it necessary to in-
form the nation on the eve of

. Independence and National
Day how far she could dis-
charge the responsibility
bestowed on her as the head of
the democratic ' government
three years back.

She said it was an unparal-
leled challenge taking over the
responsibility of running the
-government at a time when
the socio-economic infrastrue-
ture had collapsed during the
one-man rule: endless anarchy
had spread in the financial in-

stitutions, national resources ’
were being spoiled in the
name of 'development activi
ties’, the election system had
been turned into a farce

through voterless polling, a
- few, people made huge money

. overnight with one man's pa-
tronage and the state treasury -

was being used as a personal
fund. '

She said “The first respon-
sibility for us was transition
from one-man rule to a demo-
cratic system and restoration
of people's confidence in the
elections and the elected bod-
ies. We could restore confi-
dence of the people by holding
proper polls of the Jatiya
Sangsad, four city corporations
and different local government
bodies during the last three
years in a free atmosphere.”

The Prime Minister said “to
meet the need of the time we
reintroduced the parliamen-
tary system of democracy by
amending: the constitution and
we are working ceaselessly to
establish democratic norms in
every sphere of social life.”

Democracy, she said. is an
ever-expanding system and it
needs slow but steady efforts

to reach the ultimate goal.

Press freedom

"You are aware that the
press is one of the main pillars
of a democratic system. No so-
cial system can become demo-
cratic without freedom of the
press. The press has been en-
joying absolute freedom during
our government's tenure," she
pointéd out. i

Begum Zia said: "I believe
that ‘the role of independent
press can benefit the country
and people without disrupting
national security and stability
and without curbing the basic

human rights."

Market economy

The Prime Minisier de:
scribed the market-based pro-
duction system as the fruit of
the advancement of human
civilization, saying the aim of a
market economy is to open up
the creative initiatives of each
and every citizen in an envi-
ronment free from unneces-

 sary state intervention.

As a result, she said. any in-
dividual could make his or her
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fortune by his or her efficiency

alone. On the other hand, she

sald state controls in every
sphere, misappropriation of
resources, inefficiency in pro-
duction and stagnation paved
the ways for corruption.

Begum Zia pointed out that
taking advantage of this system
in the past some people be-
came affluent through permits
and licences, '

“This is unfair and socially
not acceptable,” she said and
argued that there was no al-
ternative to a market economy
for a poverty and resource-rid-
den Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, mentioned that it is true
that the structural adjustment
programmes undertaken by

" the present government 'for

dertving the benefits of a mar-
ket economy had created un-
desirable pressure on some
classes of the society ause
of the hasty pace of its imple-
mentation. R

Begum Zia termed social.
justice as one of the constitu-
tional commitments and said
an appropriate social safety net
had therefore to be created for
those of the society including
farmers-labourers' who had
been facing undesirdble pres-
sure because of the economic
structural adjustment pro-
gramme undertaken for the
sake of the country and the

- nation.

Referring to her key-note
address at the FAO session:
held in Rome, she said at that
forum she had. said: "It is still
necessary to maintain public
support in the important fields
of day-to-day life of the.poor
people of most of the develop-
ing countries and there is no
reason to stop those in the
name of ‘accelerating the mar-
ket economy.” Begum Zia said
her government is going to ini-
tiate different programmes to
tackle the situation.

.The Prime Minister pointed
out that her government, dur-
ing the past three years, had:
amended some of the laws and
regulations to remove the am-
biguities and inconsistencies
for making a market economy
more effective.

She said that the ambigui-
ties in economic transactions
would reduce significantly as a
result of those amended laws
and regulations. '

Resource mobilisation
The Prime Minister high-

lighted her democratic gov-
i w:uhpl

ROK seeks ties
with Japan to

halt N-race

TOKYO. Mar 25: Soutn

Korean President Kim Young
Sam called today for close
South' Korean-Japanese coop-
ecration to prevent the prolifer-
<1ion of nuclear weapons in the
Asia-Pacific region, reports
AT .
'~ "We must cooperate even
more closely ‘to prevent the
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and bring
under control arms races in
the Asia-Pacific region.” Kim
said at a speech before Japan's
Diet (national assembly).

Kim made the statement
amid mounting suspicion over
North Korea's nuclear pro-
gramme following its refusal
to allow full international in-
spections of its nuclear sites.

On Thursday, Kimm and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Morthiro
Hosokawa agreed that Nerth
Korea must allow fresh nuclear
inspections or face sanctions.

North Korea's suspected
nuclear weapons programme
has triggered concern that it
would prompt South Korea and
Japan to produce their own.

But Hosokawa made it clear
at the summit Thursday that
Japan would "never have any
nuclear weapons,” dismissing
such concterns as "groundless. '

Kim said that South Korea
and Japan should also more
closely pull together to induce
openness and reform’' in North
Korea and "to promote the
cause of peaceful unification of

. South and North Korea.

Che Daily Star

Visiting South Korean President Kim Young-Sam (L) is
escorted by Speaker of the Japamese House of
Representatives Takako Doi (R) before his speech at the Diet

yesterday.

The upcoming high-profile
state visil to Japan by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
would be her first official for-
eign trip reflecting the gov-
ernment’'s new emphasis on
economic diplomacy.

The Prime Minister's visit
to Tokyo is also being seen
here more as a trade promo-
tional and 'image building' ex-
ercise to attract Japanese pri-
vate investment to Bangladesh.

However, the official line is
that it is a 'goodwill' visit
aimed at strengthening exist-
ing bilateral relations. Officials
also assert that the Prime
Minister is not carrying a
‘shopping list' of requests with
her.
But the composition of the
Prime Minister's 73-member
entourage, including a 30-
member team of business
leaders, provides a clear indi-
cation about the importance
placed in reinforcing the eco-
nomic relationship with Japan,
the country's single largest bi-
lateral donor. . _

The itinerary of the delega-
tion, too, suggests the visit is
geared to enhancing Dhaka's
trade and investment pros-

cts among Japanese busi-

essmen.

However, diplomatic ob-
servers pointed out that the
Bangladesh side would likely
face a difficult time in convine-
ing private Japanese capital to
invest in the country because
there is a 'negative image' pre-
vailing among them about
Bangladesh being a ‘country of
hartals and labour strife'.

The Japanese investors,
they added, are also con-
cerned about the law and
order situation and a perceived
sense of political instability in
Bangladesh.

Thus, in addition to the
salesmanship expected from
the PM's delegation, the
Japanese investors would like
to be assured about the law

News Analysis

Dhaka's bid to lure

By S Y Bakht

and order, labour-management
relations and continuity of the
existing economic policies, the,
analysts noted.

Progress towards conclud-
ing a bilateral investment
treaty between the two coun-
tries would also assure and en-
courage Japanese investors to
come to Bangladesh.

The promotional activities
of the esh team would
include the holding two semi-
nars on business and invest-
ment opportunities in the
country and .meeting Japanese
busincss leaders, including an
investors' forum.

The inclusion of the Secre-
Laries of three key ministries
— Industries, Energy and
Mineral Resourges and Co-
mmerce — in the official dele-
gation also indicates that the
government is likely to invite
increased Japanese private
investments in the gas, power,
industrial and perhaps the
telecommunications sectors.

In a major policy change
last year the government.
opened up the power, gas and
telecommunications " sectors
for private investments.

.The investment climate and
the new investment incentives
are also likely to be high-
lighted by the Bangladesh del-
egation of business leaders
during the meeting of the
Japan-Bangladesh Joint Com-
mission bf Economic and Pri-
vate Sector Cooperation, due
to be held in Tokyo on March
30. '

. The formal signing of the
200 million US dollars Japa-
nese co-financing for the

~Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge

Project and the 14 million dol-

lars Bakhrabad Gas Trans-

mission Line Expansion Pro-
ject are also .expected to be
signed during Begum Zia's
visit. . -
Observers here noted that
the Prime Minister's visit,
seeking increased Japanese

— AFP photo

iInvestment, comes at a crucial
time when a second wave of
Japanese Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) has started
o) the heels of a strong ap-
preciation of the yen against
the dollar in 1993. With a
stronger yen many Japanese
"sunset” industries are being
forced to relocate their manu-
facturing bases elsewhere.

The first wave of Japanese
FDI, which started flowing in
the '80s, mostly went to
Malaysia. Thailand. Indonesia
and China. |

Bangladesh hardly received
any Japanese private invest-
ment at'that time and the re-
negotiation of the Karnaphuli
Fertiliser Company (KAFCO)
deal stopped what little Japa-

nese investment may have

- come to this country.

Japahese investors have
substantial equity in the 450-

million dollar KAFCO Project °

and they took serious excep-
tion when the government re-
negotiated the deal in 1991, As
a, sesult, two planned
Composite Textile . Mills pro-
jects, worth 10 million dollars,
in Bangladesh were immedi-
ately cancelled at that time.

Thus, the Bangladesh side
would also have to tackle the
lingering after-effects of the
re-negotiation of the KAFCO
deal. .
The cumulative Japanese
Official Development Assis-
tance to Bangladesh between
1972 and '92 stbod at over 5.5
billion dollars, which included
3.8 billion dollars in loan
assistance and the rest as
grants.

The annual disbursement of
Japanese aid to Bangladesh
stands at around 300 million
dollars,

In a unique arrangement,
the repaid amount of all out-
standing debt to Japan is re-
turned to Bangladesh as debt
relief grant, and all loans up to
1987 is covered by this facility.

“Khaleda's Japan trip
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itinerary includes an audience
-with Emperor Akihito and
meetings with the Japanese
Prime Minister and the For-
- elgn Minister. The Japanese
Emperor .will host a court
luncheon and Japanese Prime
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa a
banquet in honour of the
Bangladesh Prime Minister

and her delegation.
. Begum Zia will meet the
representativest of - the

Japanese business community
-and- address an 'Tnvestment
Seminar' in the Japanese capi-
~tal on March 30. The invest-
ment seminar is expected to
be participated by leading
leaders of Japanese industry.
During the PM's visit, the
7th meeting of the Joint
Committee for Commercial
and Economic Cooperation will
also be held in Tokyo.

Begum Zia will meet Lhe

leaders of the LDP. the dm
largest majority party in
Japanese Diet. :

The Prime Minister will
also meet the members of the
Bangladesh community In
Japan. She will address a press
conference at the Japanese
Press 'Club in Tokyo on March
31. The Prime Minister will
also be interviewed separately
by leading newspapers.

Begum Khaleda Zia will be

given a reception by the Bang-

| ladesh-Japan Parliamentary

Union and also by the Japan-

+ Bangladesh Association.

On the evening of March
31, the Prime Minister will
leave Tokyo for Osaka by train
to attend another seminar on
investment opportunities in

Bangladesh.

In Osaka, ‘she will attcnﬂ a

luncheon to be hosted by the

Governot of Osaka, the mayor

" of Osaka City and the president

of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

- The Prime Minister will
leave Osaka in the afternoon of
April 1 for home ending her

five-day state visit to Japan.:

Begum Zia will hold bilat-
eral talks with, her counter-
part covering the entire gamul
of bilateral, regional and inter-
national issues of mutual inter-
est and concern.

She is expecied to convey
her thanks to the Japanese

government for the economniic.

assistance extended to Bang- .

ladesh since independence.
She will also hold discus-

sions with leading business-
men and encourage them .to

invest in Bangladesh.

Already 15 Japanese com-
panies have invested in the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone, making a total invest-
ment of 35.8 milllon US dol-
lars last year. They employ
1500 Bangladeshi personnel.
Till last year 14 more Japanese
investment proposals were
received by the Board of
Investment.

- ,The business leaders ac-
companying the PM are ex-
pected to meet the leaders of
apex Japanese trade bodies
and explore the possibilities of
boosting business links be-
tween Tokyo and Dhaka. -

Observers believe the mar-
ket economy adopted by the
present government of Bang-
ladesh after it came to power
throygh a free and fair election
will help persuade Japanese
entrepreneurs to invest in
Bangladesh. Besides, the visit
could give an impetus to
relocate some of the ‘labour
intensive' industries to Bang-
ladesh.

It is. likely Bangladesh may
discuss the question of allow-
ing Japanese éntrepreneurs to

use an exclusive export pro-

cessing zone.

Bangladesh has recefved an
assistance of nearly 300 mil-
lion US dollars from
Tokye for the last several
years. This figure is expected
to double in the current year
as Bangladesh is expecting a
Japanese credit of over 700
million US ‘dollars including a
200 million dellar credit for
the Jamuna multi-purpose

bridge project. ,
From 1971 to December

last year B received

over 747 bil yen (about

7,000 million dollars) as loans
and grants besides technical
Assistance

DHAKA
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Benazir goes to Oman today

MUSCAT, Mar 25: Pakistan Prime Minister Benagir Bhutio
will begin a three-day visit to Oman tomorrew for talks with
Sultan Qaboos on bilateral cooperation and regionsl issues,
officials said here today. Omani economic experts said
Pakistan was interested in purchasing Omani gas. Oman is
planning to produce five million tonnes of liquified gas

annually from 1999. It signed a letter of understanding
India in 1993 to build 1,440 kilometer-long (893 mile-long)

with

pipeline to take Oman gas to the subcontinent. reports AFP.

Norway expels Iranian envoy

OSLO. Mar 25: Norway said today it was expelling an .
iranian diplomat. but added the move was not linked to the
shooting last year of the Norwegian publisher of Salman
Rushdie's controversial book "The Satanic Verses.”" "Consul
Mohammad Movahed is not wanted in Norway for activities

incompatibie with his diplomatic status.” the

foreign Ministry

said in A statement. It said he had 10 days to leave the
country. reports Reuter.

that their sacrifices would in-
spire the nation in its quest for
building a prosperous future.

“The nation will have to be
seif-reliant through diligence
and devotion. Our objective is
to inspire the new generation
to work for consolidating the
independence and sovereignty
of the country.”

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia. in her message.
called upon the people to work
unitedly to realise the dreams
of the martyrs. Paying tribute
to the valiant sons of the soil
she pointed out that the estab-
lishment of democracy and
improvement of the economic
condition of the people were
the main objectives of our In-
dependence.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment had attached high
priority to poverty alleviation
and was working to ensure
‘daal-bhat” for each and every
citizen.

The Prime Minister peinted
out in her message that the re-
forms introduced by her gov-

ernment had generated new
dynamism in the economy.

The government had also
taken up specific measures to
encourage both domestic and

Begum

| foreign investments through

implementation of a pragmatic
industrial policy.

AL seminar ends
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and automatic manner, deep-
ening economic reforms in
various macro economic areas
and broadening the reform
process to cover the micro ar-

tution and civil reforms, in-

cluding good governance.
Expressing full support to

the reform programmes, Rana

consensus on policy reforms
with the private sector and the
political parties so that the
resistance to reform can be al-
leviated.

Privatisation of agricultural
inputs have placed the country
close to self-sufficiency, the
ADB economist obsérved and
suggested for developing a
strategy for diversification and
eliminating exemptions as well
‘as raising the agricultural land
tax rates.

Prof Moinul Islam differed
with the observation saying
that the withdrawal of subsi-
dies from agriculture had
crippled the sector. 4

Calling VAT and ideal sys-
tem for tax collection, FBCCI
President Mahbubur Rahman
said the weak point of the sys-
tem was in its implementation
process.

Reforms in the administra-
tive system was the pre-requi-
site for the introducton of
VAT. But the government had
administrative reforms, he
added.

Referring to huge loss by
the public sector, the FBCCI
President blamed the Awami
League government for nation-
alising the industries. Public
sector industrial losses now
total Tk 2000 crore annually,
he said.

But defending the measure,
Awami League leader Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury MP said the
nationalisation was a right step
at that time when a large num-
ber of industries were found
abandoned aftér the li tion.
On retrenchment from pub-

lic sector  industries. Prof
Rehman Sobhan the
‘golden handshake pro-

gramme’, saying that the gov-
ernment should think deeply
abgut this programme when
investment in the country is
insignificant. =

Kashmir
From Page 1 Col 4

.through the barrel of a gun.”

In an apparent reference to
Pakistan's support to cross-
border terrorism, she said,
"We have worked harder than
anyone else to decrease that
support. We have had some
success and will continue to
pursue the lasue.”

Asked about her question-
ing of Kashmir's accession to
india. she said "Our focus is
not on how the Kashmir prob-
lem stated, but on how it can
be ended.”

She expressed concern
over 'credible’ reports of hu-

man rights violations in
Kashmir. '

eas of public enterprise, insti- -

also suggested developing a.

introduced it" before adequate -

the culture of the

Ba :
zcnrdlng to the official

programme, President Biswas
will take salute and inspect a
colourful parade to be held this
morning at the National
Square at the Oid
Members of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, the
Rifles, police, BNCC, Ansars
and VDP will take part in the
parade.

The day will be heralded in

will be hoisted a public

and private bui while

important will be il-
~ luminated in the

Bands of the Army, Navy.
Air Force, BDR, police
Ansars and VDP will play in
certain areas of the city..

The BNP will observe the
day by hoisting the national

and party flags at it8 party of-
fice at 5:30 in the

Leaders and workers will
place wreaths at the National
Mausoleum in Savar to pay
homage to the martyrs. T:'y
will also visit the mazar of late
President Ziaur Ruhuunﬂ

The Awami League will be-
gin the day by hoisting the na-
tional and party flags at its of-
fice and at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban at 6:00 am. The
has requested its leaders and
workers to assemble at the
Bangabandhu Bhaban in Dhan-
mondi at 6:30 am to
the portrait of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

. Later the party leaders and
workers will visit the National
Mausocleum. A discussion meet-
ing presided over by Sheikh
Hasina will be held at the party
office at 3:00 pm.

Countd on p-2 col 7

Magura results
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lodged complaints. If the votes
in these 12 centres plus those
of the three centres where
polling was postponed do not
cross the present - of

- 33,625 between the B and

AL candidates then it will be
easier for the EC to give the
verdict sooner, the source
added. Otherwise, the com-
mission may order repolling at
a number of centres.

"1 don't know what will be
the ultimate decision.” the
source said.

He said the Thana Nirbahi
Officer of Shalikha — Mohsin
Ali — yesterday recorded his
statement before the Chief
Election Commissioner at the
latter's office.

The margin between two
top candidates has also been
examined. BNP candidate Kazi
Salimul Huq Kamal secured
almost all the votes in two
centres — at his own village
and at an adjacent village un-
der Shalikha thana.

The AL which, according to
the unofficial results lost the
seat to the BNP after about 40
years pointed out the disparity
and said the centres were cap-
tured and the polls there
rigged.

In reply to this allegation a
cabinet minister said that he
experienced a similar gap with
his closest rival during the
1991 elections.

The AL has rejected the
Magura result and demanded
[resh election there.

Serb parliament
refuses to join

federation

SARAJEVO, Mar 25:
Prospects for an early peace
settlement in Bosnia faded
when the self-styled Bosnian
Serb parliament refused to jotn
A Muslim-Croat federation and
rejected talks until United
Nations sanctions are lifted.

IIn ‘rﬁn ral Boania, twe
British soldiers were wounded
when a mortar landed in their
base in the town of Bugojno

tonay



