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Itﬂlmtmhulumthltﬂmemnﬂ n-:‘lheh.hjm 1 used to nuillify the idea of

Shadhin Bangla Betar in the June of '71. This
strange addition to a radio station committed
to the liberation movement was a deliberate
and calculated move. The main intention be-
hind this was to inform the Pakistani jawans,
who understood either Pashtu or Urdu, about
what was really going on in the war. The idea
was (o demoralize the enemy by making them
realize that the Bangalees were by no means
undaunted and were determined to win their
independence. It informed the Pakistani sol-
diers that they were in fact killing fellow Mus-
lims. The man whose voice they heard piping
in fluent Urdu, was Shahidur Rahman although
he used the Shahidul Hugq.

“Ye Radio Bangladesh Hai. Aap Shahidul Hug
Se¢ Urdu Me Khabre em—
Sune.” were the | &8 .
words that people | *
heard every day & "

Pakistani propaganda that Jawans were fight-
ing jehad in East Pakistan. | asked in
my talks — jehld against whom? Muslims
against Muslims.” |
The talks and news were all scripted by Rah-
man who was later joined by late Zahid Siddi-
qui, a translator for radio Pakistan in Karachi
and proficient in Urdu. Siddiqui
Urdu news and a few radio dramas that were
broadcasted by Shadhin Bangla Betar Kendra.
The dramas says Rahman, were very effective
as far as the Pak soldiers were concerned. Rah-
man recalls with sadness that Siddiqui died a
dejected man without proper medical treat-
ment. “That was his only gain for contributing
towards the war of independence.” says Rah--
Rahman also re-
members M R Akh-
tar Mukul whose

also wrote -

Gallery goers luakingl at an art work by Laila Sharmeen at the Galerie de L'ﬁ-],iiiance :
Francaise at Dhanmondi in the city. Laila's fortnight-long
and mixed media upened yest.erday The show will run fmm 3:30 pm to 8 pm until April 7.

— Star photo

Metr’opolitan

solo maiden exhibition of prints

[aila's 1st solo

art show opens

By Staff Correspondent

A fortnight-long solo mai-
den exposition of prints and
mixed media by Laila Shar-
meen opens at Galerie di
L'Alliance Francaise opened
yesterday.

Professor Mohammad Kib-
ria, a noted artist of the coun-
try and -a pion¢er of the print

- media, inaugurate the exhi-

bition at 6:00 pm. ,
Director of Alliance Fran-
caise Xavier Bares was present
as the special guest.
The show will run from
3:30 pm to 8:00 pm until April
7 barring Saturday.

Thirty works, -done between

1988 to 1994, are on display.
The theme of the present

show is ‘The Huiluwn:sa of the”

Twentieth century man,’

Laila was born in 1964 in
Dhaka and had her Master of
Fine Arts from the Institute of
Fine Arts, Dhaka University in
1990.

'Workshop on
¢:nvironmental

journalism

' Speakers at a workshop in
thie city yesterday underscored
the: need for building sound
er1 vironmental g{eperteptlun: of

th e people in general and the
jo. urnalists in particular based
o1 1 advanced scientific and
te chnological information and
kr rowledge, reports BSS.
Organised by Asia-Pacifie
F orum of Environmental
J ournalists (AFEJ) in collabora-
t ion with Forum of Environ-
) nental Journalists of Bangla-
desh (FEJB) the workshop was
held at the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday discussed different
aspects of environmental
perceptions which change
with the passing of tithe and
advancement of
Dr Sharon Friedman md Dr

'. Kenneth A Friedman, profes-

sors of the Department of
Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication of the Lehigh Univer-.
:it]r US& :

right after “Charam-
patra® the pro-
gramme hosted by
M R Akhtar Mukul.
"Our news was ac-
curate and devoid of
propaganda.” says
Rahman, "in the be.
ginning the Pakista-
nis were distrustful
but by July 71 they
realized that all was
not well in the east-
ern front and soon
they listened wim
rapt attention.”

before the Urdu
.news. “Most of the
time [ have seen
Mukul Bhai innevate
his script at the
“last moment and-1
admired him Lre-
mendously; the
whole of the Bengali
populatien used to
‘listen t o
"Charampatra” with
awe, such was his
charisma.”
Rahman - de-
scribes the memor-

Rahman who was vi-

siting Dhaka recently, adds that the Urdu sec-
tion of Shadhin Bangla Betar played an impor-
tant role in the war of inde . infiltrat-
ing the minds and souls of the Pakistani
soldiers.

It all started when Rahman and his friend
Shaflg Rehman then in BBC, decided to cross
the border to India and join the mainstream of
the liberation movement. After an arduous jour-
ney escaping capture and death and withstand-
ing acute hunger and fatigue, Rahman, with
the help of friends and relatives, reached
Agortola. Rahman intended to go to Calcutta but
was siranded for several days. Finally he
hopped on a truck with a few others and
reached Dharamnagar to catch the train.

It was in early May ‘71 that Rahman met Ab-
dul Mannan, then Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister of the shadow cabinet of Mujibna-
gar who suggested that he being fluent in Urdu,
should start reading Urdu news from Shadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra. The next two weeks Rah-
man spent brushing up his Urdu by listening to
‘Radio Pakistan Urdu news and reading Urdu
dailies. In the beginning of June ‘71 he initiat-
ed the Urdu programme, Later, says Rahman “]
was given extra time for talks which were
equally important to hammer the mental state

able days at btmdhm Bangla Betar Kendra which
was housed in a two-storied building in Bally-
gange. Among the residents were Dr. T Hossain
who later became Health Secretary of Bangla-
desh, his wife Azmat Ara, an English news-
caster, and noted singers Abdul Jabbar and
Apel Mahmud. Rahman recalls the modest
meals of nan rotis and bhuna daal that he and
his friends would eéat at a nearly restaurant run’
by a Sardarji.

Meanwhile, Rahman continued his work
reading the news in Urdu. "The Urdu news and
talks continued to make inroads to the mind

.and soul of the Pakistani jawans who, were by

September-October compietely bewildered,
disillusioned and their morale dropped to sub
zero level.,” he says adding, "Our valiant fight-
ers were hitting them from all sides with hit
and run tactics.

For Rahman who was an airline personnel
turned businessman, the experience was as
new as it was exciting. He had never before
been linked with broadcasting. His career as a
radio broadcaster, began and ended in Shadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra. “[ am that in my

humble way 1 have been able to contribute
something towards the War of Liberation,” says
Rahman.

People-based politics to continue

From Pagy 12
ermment's tremendous suc-

ress in altaining some degree
ol self-reliance in linancing
one-third of the country's an-
nual developmenl programme
from own resources and sald.
"Altainment of self-reliance
wis Lhe dream of our indepen-
dence.” When her government
look office, the entire annual
development budget had been
dcm'ldent on foreign aid, she

‘*Todiy | would like to in-

form you with happiness that
ﬂhﬂ::'mnfthtﬂmm

atlon it
has been pﬂldhlc gradually o
meet one-third of this v..rs
annual development hudget
from our own resources com-
pared to a zero contribution
three years back.” she said.

Export earnings

Begum Zia sald expeort
curnigs during the last three
years had increased consider-
ably. while export earnings
during 1990-91 was 6,056
crore which rose to Tk 9,257
crore during 1992-83, she
sqid. adding that this earning
is expected to rise further dur-
ing the current financial year.

The per capita inecome
during the last three years in-
creased to 220 dollars from
170 dollars. Financial disci-
pline has returned from the
chaotic situation and at the
same time employment of five
and a half lakh peopie has been

Education sector
The Prime ~Minister said

could transform all the people
of the country into human re-

mitment. Primary education
has been made compulsory for

freeing the counury | he
curse of illiteracy qmdnil';l ;

She said the rale of admis-
sion in schools by children un-
der age six and above has in-

in schools. About five lakh poor
families would be h-eneﬂlﬂl
from this programme, she

upto Class Eight have been
waived and arrangement for
their stipends have also been
made for the spread of female
education.

She said, 15,139 primary
schools have been constructed,
reconstructed and repaired
during the last three years and
constiruction, reconstruction
and repair works of 11,415
primary schools are in pro-
gress. Last year 7.519 teachers

'htuhnmtﬁﬁﬂtedln%t

posis in primary schools. of

whom wemen constitute 60

per cenil.
The Prime Minister said

Max
Dinaka 348
Chittagong 31.0
Rajshahi 355
Fhuina 34.2
Barsal 335

institute and five more medical
colleges are being set-up for
the spread of technical, voca-
tional and medical education,
Besides. overall development
of 128 intermediate colleges
have begun with Asian

Development Bank assistance,
she said. expressing the hope
that these programmes which

have been undertaken for the
improvement of education
would bring desired benefit to
all classes of people in society.

Agriculture

Begum Zla said contribution
of agriculture in the national
economy is the singular most
important source of national
income, nt and ex-
port. She said the country has
been heading for self-reliance
in production of food under
the present government at-
tainment of this success is
possible due to fulfilment of
election commitments — wav-
ing of land revenue upto 25
bighas of land, ral loan
upto five thousand taka, inclu-
ding interest. and withdrawal
of certificate cases. Per acre
production has increased fo
llowing tec resear-
ch. extension of tion apd
contribution of agriculture
support service. Crop diversifi-
cation programmes have been
taken up for producing high-
yielding petato, various vari-
eues of pulses and oil seeds.

Referring to the impilemen-
tation of vartous projects for
the preservation of interest of
landiess peasants and poor
farmers. the Prime Minister
said about one lakh people of
18,500 |andless destitute
families have been rehabili-
tated by creating 44 ] ideal vil-
hnduﬂqth:hnthmm
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Min Sam 6 pm
24.5 82 63
24.0 72 78
226 8l 37
235 74 56
24,0 72 65

s
BTV

Saturday

8-20 Direct telecast of the

march past of combincd
forces . from National

Parade Square.

2-00 Opening announcement,
Al-Quran, Programme
summary

2-20  Full length Bengali feature
film: Swami-Stri

5-10 News in Bangla |

5-20 Children's programme:

' Janmobhumi

5-50  Shahidder Thikana

6-35 Special musical progr-
ammes: Ei Maah Ei Desh

7-05 Documentary film

8-00 News In Bangla

8-30  Special drama: Ekatturer
Ekti Din

10-00 News in English

10-30 Magazine: Surjodoe Toimi

11-53  Khabar (The news)

Sunday

4-45 Cartoon film: Tom and

5-10 News in Bangla

5-25 esh O Biggan .

6-00 ~ Sports Programme

6-30 Mayeder Jannya

7-00  Open University

7-25  Tagore songs

800 News in Bangla

8-30  Probaho

9-00 Drama sertes: The Sword
of Tipu Sultan

10.00 News in English

10-30 Suroband

11-30 Khabar/The News

and rehabilitation of more
rootless people is going on full

swing by creating another 143

ideal villages during the ciir-
rent year.

She. said flood control pro-
grammes and development of
irrigation have contributed
immensely in increased agri-
culture production. The cabi-
net has approved a law which
would permit the original
owners, who lost their lands
due to erosion to get back the

lands when (hose rise again
through accretion.

Development of the couniry
is nint possible keeping (he
women — half of the popula-
ton — outside the economic
activities she said. With this
end In view, various activities
are being
through the Women's Affairs
ministry and the Jatiyva Mahila
Sangstha to involve the women
community in development
activities.

Industrialisation

The Prime Minister said a
new industrial and investment

policy has been adopted be-

cause acceleration of develop

ment is not possible without
industrialisation of the coun-
try.

A new export processing
zone has been set-up and mea
sures have been taken for pro-
viding special facilities to al
iract investors from home and
abroad, she added.

Begum Zia said once jute
had played the single most
inportant role n the economy
ol Bangladesh and it was really
the “golden fibre” in respect of
export earnings and employ
ment.

Demand of Bangladeshi jute
has reduced drastically in the
world market in the face of
tough competition from syn
thetic fibres and packaging
Some specific programme has
been taken up so that jute

could regain its lost glory she
said. Various projects includ-

Referring to the importance
g@iven (o extraction of mineral
and natural resources aimed

sent government Begum Zia
said work on the extraction of
coal at Barapukuria and

implemented -

programme was just | —<e———— il

Chehlum

Chehlum of Muhammad

Muzammel Haq, a former jour--

nalists, was held yesterday at
the residence of the de-
ceased’'s elder brother at
Mirpur in the city, reports

BSS5.

A milad mahfil was held and

' prayer was offered for the

eternal peace of Haq who
worked as a newsman for over
four decades, family sources
said.

Political leaders. f{riends
and well wishers of late Hag
attended the function.

Death anniversary |

The 23rd death anniversary
of Shaheed scientist Dr
Harinath Dey will be observed
today, says a press release.

He was killed by Pakistani
Army during Liberation War on
March 27. A Kangali Bhoj will
be held at his residence 43,
Malakartola Lane, Sutrapur.
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Office of the Director P recurernent

Te Exchange: Buildin
Shem Nagar, D haka-1207

. Local Tender Nottice

| Datled: 24-11-1400 BS/B-03-1994 AD.
Seated tenders in prescribed form are hthy invited from the estat lished business arganw deal in

] items:

yputer and photocopier machine for installation and commissioning work of the-followi
SL TenderNe Name of the stores | Price of Tende¢ir schedule Cbﬁmmw
{ No 2 and quantity {Nmrelunm date of the tender

| purchasing the tender schedule on cash pa

1 DPAL-55/IR/93- Computer with ne- Tk 100/- ('[aka one 19-12-1400 B
84/Project cessary accessories hundre §) only 02-04-1994 AD

2 Nos | G
2  DP/L-54/8G/93- 2 (Two) Pmtecepiaf TK #00/- ( Taka one 20-12-14008S
94/Project = _machine hundre 03-04-1994AD

The intending tenderers shall have to apply to the undersigned in thelr printed letter pad for
yment of the tender price from 9-30 to 13-00 hrs on all
working days. Information about other terms and conditions are av.ailable in tender schedule. No tender
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