HE  history or strugggle
for freedom will remmatn
incomplete Hf it leaves
unexamined an episode like
the Chittagorg uprising of
1930. Hence, the searching
question: what was behind this
unigue phenomenon? Mere
existence of common objective

Surya Sen : Intimate Reminiscences

Ananda Gupta writes from London

The Chittagong Armoury Raid'
trial. Far from '500 or even
100°, the real number ol par-
ticipants was 65 only, of whom

factors of colonhial eppression
was not enough, Had it been
so, we would have witnessed
similar resistancks and similar
instances of martyrdom all
over India then.

The report of the Civil
Disobedience Enquiry
Committee set up by the

British Government noted:
"The news of this coup, un

precedented in the annals of
terrorism. gave filip to the
younger section of the revolu-
tionaries who were already
fired with enthusiasm to drive
the British from India by force
of arms... Recruits poured into
the various terrorist groups in
a steady stream and these in-
cluded women and young
girls".

Let us, therefore, try to find
out the roots ef this unique
phenomenon in Bengal.
Thanks to the emergence of
mighty thought currents gen-
erated by the literature of
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee,
Rangalal Banerjee, Dinabandhu
Mitra, Vivekananda, D L Roy,
Rabindra Nath Tagore, Sarat
Chandra Chatterjee, Nazrul
Islam and others — in terms of
patriotism, human dignity and
sensitivity, massive cloud for-
mations filled the spiritual and
inteHectual firmament of
Bengal awaiting a precipitating
agent to transform them into a
phenomenal downpour of pa-
triotic outbursts to secure the
freedom. Immortal Surya Sen
and the likes of him played a
comsiderable role in that pre-
cipitating process.

1929, | was then a bn}ruf 14
having just been recruited in
" the revolutionary group led by
Surya Sen. What were the cir-
cumstances surrounding ud at
that time? Let me quote from
my book "Chattagram Bidroher
Kahini" published in 1948: ...

this historical event in
Chittagong overtook the whole
country by  surprise.

Béwildered public heard how a
band of determined youth had’
launched an armed rebellion
against the colonial overlords.
Their lightning attack has im-
mobilised all the centres of
Administration of Chittagong —
all the armouries are in their
hands ... all telegraph and tele-
phone connections have been
severed railway lines have
been uprooted... the whole city
is in the hands of the insur-
gents. The news hit the head-

_of newspapers. 'Is this a

‘of reenactment of the fa-
mous Irish Easter Rebellion on
Indian s0il?” The news gener-
ated imaginary news. The
number of insurgents were
imagined by some as '500'.
Some even raised the number
to '1000'. Second round of
surprise overtook all con-
cerned when the true figure
was revealed in the course of
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offer today. There is the usual
‘Wobbly Words puzzle and
_another vocabulary game on
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70 per cent were leenagers.

"A strange feeling over-
whelms you to recall those
dark days... Words like
rebellion’, revolution’ needed
real courage to utter. An all
embracing fear enchained the
whole population. Sense of 'self
respect, 'inalienable human
rights 'urge for a free and un-
fettered motherland’ —  all
these sounded incredible like
bookish jargons! We were born
amidst such a weak. anaemic
and paralysed society. We were
endowed with all the do's' and
don'ts’ as a heritage of tha
sick and servile society. Bul
the spirit ol new epoch and
new thought provoking ideas
generated mobility into our
immobilised minds. Our agi-
tated minds started to redis-
cover the realities around us.
T‘E indignity of enslavemerit
stirred our minds as never be-
fore. We found feod for thought
in the robust voice of Tagore
and Nazrul. It was the much
needed voice of dignity, patrio-
iiam and human justice. Our
surcharged minds were hungry
for a new identity, an identity
which refuses to submit to the
humlhatiun of servile exis-
tence.”

1 still rtmcmbrr the day
when | had the rare privilege
of meeting immortal Surya
Sen, kpown popularly as
"Masterda”. When | came to
meet him at the appointed
place and sat close to him, he
looked very ordinary. But -no
sooner | looked at his eyes, |
felt rather uncomfortable. |
immediately had the feel of a
powerful personality behind
those plercing eves,
Nonetheless, his life style was
truly ordinary. What then was
at the root of the magic of
Surya Sen's influence and
leadership? There was a
transparent sincerity in him
which attracted the sponta-
neous' respect of his followers.
He had only scorn for all sorts
of artificialities aid most of all
the mystique pl personality
cult which was thoroughly in-
compatible with his menial
makeup. He had the real mod-
esty of the great which stems
from real strength and self-
confidence. He encouraged his
followers to be unsparing in
their criticism if they detected
*any shortcomings in him.

He ended his interview
with the following words:
"Ours is not an easy life. Our
primary emphasis Is quality.
The role of maximum sacrifice
and dedication must not be
underrated. You need not rush
into any decision as to whether
you want to join or not: If after
serious seif-searching there is
least hesitation, then it is far
better to part company. There
will be no ill feeling on our
side. It is not our aim to swell

Then there is a grammar
worksheet which offers you
the chance to show off your
skill with phrasal verbs. -

Hopefully we will he able to
return with some longer
articles oncethe backlog of

and organisational

Chittagong witnessed
emergence of whalt could be
truly described as an iron bri-
gade of dedicated patriots
whose motio was one for all

our numbers by Indiscriminate
recruiting. The party must be
strong enough to match the
challenge facing us. The fight
for freedom is going to be a
long and exacting struggle.

There is only one way. A dedi-
cated band of youths must
show the path of all-out organ-

ised struggle in place
vidual terrorism. Most

invchi -

us,
perhaps, will have to die in the
process but our sacrifice for

such a noble cause will not go
in vain. Whoever dreams of a
push butten revolution on one
fine morning on a national
scale in a vast country like
ours, with varied cultures and
languages,
dreamer.”

is a worthleas

Owing to the determination
skill of
Surya Sen and his lieutenants,
the

and all for one”. It was. Indeed,
a unique organisation which
almost emerged as a parallel
local authority. There have
been instances when the no-
torious goons and thugs were
not only punished with utmost
severity but the leading goons
were even put to trial in our
‘Swadeshi Adalat’ ! On the one
hand the patriotic army of
Surya Sen earned the gratitude
ol the victimised public at
large and, on theé other hand.
struck terror in the under-
world gangs of goons.

Surya Sen was born in .
1894. His political life started
round about 1916 when he was
a student of Baharampur
College preparing for his grad-
uation course. One day the po-
lice raided the college hostel
and a few of his fellow resident
students were searched. These
suspect-students attracted his

- keen attention and gradually

he was drawn into radical poli-
tics, the aim of which was to
liberate our motherland by all
possible means. By then all his
heart searchings were over
and he was determined to
dedicate his life for the cause
of freedom.

To start with, he joined the
Chittagong branch of the
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work from the holiday period
is cleared!

Meanwhile, we forgot last
week to offer all our readers
greetings on the Eid festival.
Our apologies and a belated
‘Eid Mubarak.
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Indian National and
soon became the leading or-
ganiser of the local youth
movement. His all-out partici-
pation in the first non-cooper-
ation movement left its mark
on the people Chittagong. He
effectively led the movement
for the boycott of the official
schools and colleges and
courts and took a leading part
in organising SWADESHI
schools known as “National
Schools™ of which he was the
most popular “"Master”
hence the endearing name
"Masterda”. His involvement in
the non-cooperation move-
ment was extended to the field
of mass movements In the
form of hartals as part of that
movement. He and his lieu-
tenants successfully led the
Seamens sirike against the
Bullock Brothers Co., as a re-
sult of which their steamships
were brought to a standstill in
the port of Chittagong. He also
left his mark in organising
successfully the Assam Bengal
Railway Strike in support of
the national movement. These
instances would show how
misleading it was to brand pa-
triots like Surya Sen and his
colleagues as “terrorists” as if
their political focus excluded
the broader arena of mass ac-
tion wherever situations were
ripe for the same.

In due course, the
inevitable difference cropped
up between him and the lead-
ership of the official Congress
party to whom the constraints
of non-violence were invio-
lable. Surya Sen and his radical
colleagues insisted that any
colonial movement for libera-
tion to be successful must not
be fettered by any inhabiting
conditions. His next task was
the formation of a radical wing
inside the Congress with the
help of the like minded patri-
ots — in the form of a highly
disciplined and dedicated
band of youths.

To finance the needs of this
newly formed group he and his
lieutenants organised what was
known as “"Assam Bengal
Raillway Robbery” in the course

of which Rs. 16.000/- was ac-
gquired. An armed conflict en

sued in a place called
Nagarkhana and he was ar-
rested with a few of his col

leagues in an unconscious
state. Trial followed and it was
almost assumed that capital
punishment would be inflicted
on him. But thanks to the skil-
ful defence by late J M Segupta
|defence lawyer) all the ac-
cused were found "not guilty”.
He was arrested and detained
as a State prisoner (without
trial) in 1926 and released in
1928.

At last came the most
memorable chapter of his life,
namely, the Chittagong
Uprising of 1930. The first
short-lived Free Provisional
Government was formed in
Chittagong and he was de-
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clared the President of the
same. Then came the most ex

acting period of his revolution

ary career when he led a series
of guerilla resistance. of which
the pride of place belongs to
the famous Jalalabad battle
against overwhelming odds,
thereby revealing the calibre of
his leadership and stamina.
Months later, no less a person
than late Sarat Chandra Bose
(elder brother of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose) offered his help
to arrange for his safe transit
to somewhere out of the,coun-

however, was un-coepu:bic to
him. His answer was: "My place
is right her in Chittagong —
here | will fight and die” He
was, ultimately. arrested in
1933 and was brutally tortured
and eventually tried by a
Special Tribunal. The final
stage of his hazardous life was
reached on 12 January, 1934
when he was with his
lieutenant Tarakeswer Dastidar
at Chittagong.

His last letter to his com-
rades, written on 111th
January, 1934 will remain en-
shrined in history as the most
eloquent testimony of the ex-
cellence of his manhood.

"Death is knocking at my
door. My mind is flying away
towards infinity ... this is the
moment to prtpare myself to
embrace death as the dearest
of [riends. In this happy, sa-
cred and crucial moment what
am | leaving for you all? Only
one thing, my dream, a golden
dream, the dream of a
Freedom ... dear comrades,
march ahead; never retrace
your steps. Days of servitude
are receding. Freedom's illu-
minating ray is visible over
there. Arise and exert. Never
give way to dﬂpﬂr Success is
sure (0 come..

Many a time we had been
asked: "How could you hope to
liberate the country by such a
smal group whose range of
performance was so limited?”
— The very question exposes
the linitation of the perspec-
live of the questioners. In anv
unequal war ol liberation
where the enemy is vastly su-
perior in terms of armed
sirength and resources. Lhe
only historically valid option is
lo go through a series of
small” and "limited” st
vach of which, if seen isolately,
is an acl of "fallure” or "partial
lailure”. But seen in a historical
perspective, . these
“unsuccessful” battles pave the
road to the ultimate success ol
the respective LIBERATION
struggles. History of the erst-

while colonian countries (such

as [reland, Algeria, Vietnam,
Zimbabwe etc.) is strewn with
thousands of instances of such
“unsuccessbul” efforts. They are
like the invisible bricks un-
derneath the ground, which
though invisible, provide,
nonetheless, the foundation of
the massive edifice which is
seen and admired by-all except
the blind. Such questions re-
mind me the memorable
words of the Irish patriot,

Continued on page 11

Grammar Game

We have mcmﬂy included some articles on phrasal verbs. Here
is your chance to try out your knowledge with a little

worksheet.

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with one of the

following phrasal verbs:

set out, keep out, make out, pull out, run out of

" 1. They built an electric fence to

intruders.

2. We had a very long way to go and decided we .

should ............ early.
3. We had ............

down to the shop.

4. It was so dark that I could hardly .........

her face.

.... bread and cheese so | went

LE

5. My gear box seized up and | was forced to ........

of the race.

Good for.-a Game?

Oppouiluihlénglinhmhemdebyuﬂinglwhuh range of

prefixes, that is groups of letters that are added to the beginning
of words. Three prefixes that are often used are un-, in- and

im-.

Decide on the correct form for the opposites of the following
words, using one of the prefixes above. The first one is done

for you.

l. lucky.......unlucky

3. practical...

5. possible....

E

Honal life

He is an old man
who is honoured as the chief
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| Portraying the Intellectual as an Old Man
WS.E:'.: et

particular type. quite
now-a-days In our na-

licly and what they practise

guest or special guest in semi-
nars, conferences or public
meetings organised on issues
of national impertance.
Sometimes. he is also seen to

um.tt:ntmil.ltmunn.ﬁ
along with other fellow intel-
lectuals issues statements in

staternents become so numer-
ous and cover such a stagger-
ing variety of problems. aca-
demic. cultural. sacial and po-
litical that they lose their
weight and appeal. People who
are habitually irreverent and
prone to laugh at things sacred
or profane, serious or light,
often cast oblique glances at
such sombre statements on
high public issues and go to
the length of being so auda-
clous as to belittle them. In
most cases, the intellectual be-

long to the academic world

and has spent most of his life
al say the university. He is ei-

ther refired or at the fag and
of S career. During the fruit-

ful pertod of his life, he con-

tributed little to scholarship
which eould bring fame both (o
him and his institution. He has
enjoyed all the benefits which
usually accrue to various
groups of people except the
poor and the unlucky. 1 am, of
course, speaking of the third
world where. following the
withdrawal of foreign imperial
power, a dramatic revolution of
expectations sieges the whale
nation. At the higher reaches
of life, in trade and commerce,
in government offices and pub-
He institutions, there is little
competition although opportu-
nities abound. People with a
imodicum of merit rose to dizzy
heighis and, consequently,
some lost their heads. But such
a happy time could not last
long. Soon the rate race began,
the young. the bold and the
clever. Lhrew challenges to
their seniors.

In such circumstances, a
moral crisis is created. Norms
and values which sustain a so-
ciety and ensure its gradual
growth come under attack and
begin to lose their validity.
Personal ambition overrides
communal order and takes
precedence over collective
welfare. Individual man, net
the community, becomes in
such situations, the focal point
and age-old restraints are done
awiay with. In other words, an-
archy is Jet loose. The intellec-
tual whose career | am sketch-
ing was at that time of our na-
tional life a young man.
Suppose he had been a very
clever student and did very
well at his examinations, be-
cause he learnt all the tricks
that yielded good results at
public examinations. In those
days. when Pakistan came into
existénce, opportunities were
abundant. Our scholar got the
chance of going abroad and
studying at a well-known uni-
versity. He came back with a
foreign degree, which proved
to him in course of time an
inexhaustible gold mine. No
more brain-racking, no need
for burning midnight oil dur-

ing the rest of life. From now

on eating a
and spend

sleeping, earning-
. going abroad on

- short-term fellowships and/ or

on visiting programmes, holi-
daying, shopping and return-
ing with a handsome amount of
saving. Often the foreign orga-
nizations which offer such fel-
lowships or arrange the visits
observe with surprise how
their valuable money is used
for purposes other than those
for which it was granted. They
may also be baﬁicd for they
cannot but offer these oppor-
tunities to countries to which
they are related and avoid se-

lecting persons ‘whose aca-

demic records are so excel-
lent.

Dear reader, you may think
I am unnecessarily venomous,
while talking about our intel-
lectuals. Like you I also value
them most and think that they
are the best among us. | do
also believe that the intellec-
tuals play the meost vital role in
promoting the welfare of a na-
tion, in setting its moral tone
and in developing public spirit
in the citizenry. For, intellec-
tuals can perceive to the full
degree the {lls to which soci-

-ety is subjected and suggest

fearlessly effective measures
for their removal. The intellec-
tuals are children of truth and
light. They are profoundly
committed to the betterment
ol mankind. For what is the
use ol the intellect if it is not
pressed to the service of man?
The intellectuals possess the
courage of conviction and can
rise above petly selflishness
They do not hesitate to court

of the powers that
be in taking the side of what is
true and right. In short, the in-
tellectuals are the conscience
of a nation.

But do our intellectuals
come upto this standard? Alas,
on the contrary, those who
know them well or have
worked with them in close co-
operation, have been how great
is the difference between what

| the intellectuals profess pub-

L

man. He loses the strength

privately. As far as | know, Bangladesh?

intellectuals’ came to be (o wean Lhe:ht:,m
known in the sixties. That sorts of moral cowardice and
decade was, perhaps, the pldy henceforth a bold. patri-
darkest time in our intellectual otic role in our hational life? |
and cuitural life. The hope that do not say that all of them are
Pakistan would be a free. mod-  of the same dye, that not a sin-
ern state was most ruth gle one changed. A few of them
shattered to pieces. Instead. might have passed through the

we observed with limitless
sorrow Lhat Pakistan was be-
ing gradually turmed inte a
fascistic. Lotalitarian state in
which its citizens lost all free-
doms. The administration was

bolstered up by the eternmal,

trio: the army. the bureaucracy
and the capitalists. The trio
followed a policy which en-
abled them to realize their in-
dividual and class interest.
They did not hesitate to act
against national objectives in
order to satisfy their own
needs. The Pakistan junta was
a small, close-knit, well-orga-
nized clique which was basi-
cally anti-people. Jéalousy and
unhealthy competition,
mistrust and intrigue were
motivating factors which kept

-the junta functioning.
In such circumstances op-

by Diogenes

portunism flourished. The rul-
ing clique needed support.
support from youth. particu-
larly from the university. Here
siepped in even some profes-
sors. A few of them came to
the support of the government
publicly. Most unashamedly,
they organized student groups
in support of the government
These groups resoried W vio-
lence in order to silence or
neutralize dissident voices un-
der the patronage of these
professors who were usually
placed in powerful and privi-

leged positions. Some wore
clever disguises, supported the
government and reaped rich
harvest. Many others (oh, how
many of them) professed neu-
trality and began to propagate
sanctimoniously that teachers
should concentrate on their
academic duties and eschew
politics. Most of them were
hypocritical; they each advised
others, themselves doing noth-
ing. The net result was an aw-
ful lowering of academic stan-
dards and paucity of genuine
intellectual activity. But the
ruling clique got the advantage.
They succeeded in eliminating
protest or dissidence from the
academic circles. It is needless
Lo say that no political ideas or
institutions strike deep roots
in a country where they are
not backed and nourished by
Lhe intellectual elite. An intel-
lectual may not be a political
acfivist. But he can propagate
his ideas on politics through
his writings and speeches.

Such activities give an indica-
tion of vigorous pelitical thimnk-

ing among intellectuals and -

academicians. But our young
intellectuals with their bril-
llant academic records were so
cowed by the powerful
Pakistani regime that they sur-
rendered their freedom of
thought in favour of a safe,
comfortable career with
prospects of promotion and
patroriage. Thus, our intellec-
tuals muffled the mild voice of
their consclence and became
skilful in the ways of the world.
The older they grew, more

skilful they became in the art

of maneuvering and compro-
mising.

To sum- up :@ during the
countless political and social
upheavals, most of our intellec-
tuals cultivated and refined Lue
qualities which guaranteed not
only survival but also steady
worldly improvement.
Compromise, adjustment, the
power to find out the middle
course even in the darkest
hour of life, were the equip-
ment which enabled them to
steer clear of all dangers and
perpetuate a position in life.
To speak frankly, such a habit
of the mind gives permanent
shape to the personality of a
of
his mind, shifts his position
with every buffet of fortune and
becomes rather a slave to the
ever-changing clrcumutmcu
of life.

The intellectuals | am talk-
ing about perhaps are guided
by the same opportunism even
in the new state of Bangladesh.
This may sound paradoxical
because these intellectuals
have adopted a bold posture
since the emergence of

. Whenever the gov-
ernment do something which
is undemocratic and reac-
tionary, they show the courage
ol protesting against it. This
they did not dare to do during
the Pakistan . Have then
these intellectuals undergone a
moril transformation, a change

I.hllil[lllﬂllﬂ"’ll‘tﬂ' They pos-
sess the sense which has en-

abled them (0 realize that
times have really changed.
They have understood that the

the time of its birth was that it
would be a demdcratic, secu-
lar. modern state in which, as
there was no wide economic
gap ‘al that time among the
Bengalees. the idea of equality
of all citizens would be fully
cnsured. In fact, during those
long nine menths of bit
siruggle for freedom. a
Bengalees. despite differences
in rank and status, displayed
the noblest sense of unily in
the face of a common enemy
We believed that this wnity
would survive the war and lay
the founrmbation ol o s lely
based on trie copiaing
The subscquien
however, belied our lugn~  Han

YNl -

* this unhappy turn in mir na

tional life does not mean it
those noble ideals which
taihed us in the darkes( tin
and led us to victory have beén
lost for ever. On the contragy.
the march of human civilida-
tion has demonstrated beydnd
doubt that those ideas are Im-
perishable and will continue to
nourish men and women
across the ages. They may fail
temporarily but will ultimately
prevail over all odds and act as
beacon light to guide man to a
better future. Our intellectuals
in question are clever and have
a true understanding of the
pulse of national life. They
know that the great ideals. un-
derlying the war of liberation,
are immortal and in spite of
temporary set-backs will ulti-
mately conquer the forces
which are let loose to destroy
them. This assessment is
based on cold calculation: they
are hard-boiled practical peo-
ple and believe in tangible re-
sults. They had read correctly
the signs of the time and un-
tlerstood that there was no
risk propagating the ideals.
underiving the liberation war.

i'eople may say that | am
unnecessarily cynical. | admit
that | have some doubts about
the motives of those who are
engrossed in the competition
to prove that they are on the
side of liberal and secular
ideas: What one believes in
does not require to be, proved.
One frows with the ideas
which shape one's outlook
upon life, and become part of

‘one's own nature. But there is

an unhealthy move in our so-'
ciety to equate ideas with men.
Some people are extremely
active in organizing groups of
like-minded people, project-
ing themselves as the sole ad-

vocates of great universal ideas.
Others to them are suspect. It
is in this way modern, secular
ideas are being entrenched in
small cliques in ‘Bangladesh.
Even genuine believers of such
ideals for one reason or an-
otlier, have failed to be in-
cluded in those charmed cir-
cles. As a result, broad, univer-
sally acknowledged ideas and
institutions lose their popular
appeal; reactionary, regressive
and obscurantist views gain
currency. Passion triumphs
over reason and misleads peo-
ple, particularly the youth.

Hence, progress is impeded
l{;ﬂ the nation as a whole suf-

=

Therefore, it is time for
such intellectuals to submit
themselves to a penitential
process of soul searching. They
should try to find out what
their weaknesses are and how
they can get rid of them. They
should rise above selfish con-
siderations if any, and eschew
divisive tendencies. Il the in-
tellectuals aim at eontributing
to the creating of a free soci--
ety. in which everyone may en-
joy the basic right to his or her
own opinion, they should try to
forge unity among themselves,
forgetting petty differences,
silly pretensions and personal
likes and dislikes.

e e S
Reader
by Gazi Sadeq
With a television set on
‘a person in a room s a viewer
Anybody in a room or car

with a radio on is a Hstener.
But a person with a book. even open.

is not necessarily a reader!



