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Death by Playful
Ignorance

It was mind-boggling, grotesque and heart-
rending. Those nine killed in an instant body
count and two dozen others injured with burns,
lacerations and severed parts in a gas balloon
cylinder explosion, have written a message in
bold, bloody letters. It reads: how cheap human
lives have become in a rabbits-of-a-warren
situation! It is of course not the melee that
- caused the accident but a good part of the same
has fallen victim to it nonetheless. Overcrow-
ding in a populous city like Dhaka cannot be
wished away though the obvious and the hi-
dden dangers to civic life certainly can be
minimised.

The tragedy is. however much one may try to
keep out of the harm's way in Dhaka city, dangcrs
hurk all around — these stalking everybody's foot-
Stuprs.

El'hru- were all sorts of ominous possibilities
with that kind ot making a living s balloon
vending. The formula used by the vendor to make
hydrogen gas — a solution of aluminium sulphate
and sodium hydroxide is a crude improvisation.
Some light smoke ooiling out of the cylinder
opening, the gas balloon seller took it to the
nearby hydrant and, poured some water into it.
Contrary to amateur thinking, the boiling inside
of the cylinder in contact with water, far from
cooling off, exploded with a din heard within a
radius of a kilometre, to say nothing of the blood
splotches and human tissue fragments on high
walls.

Fiddling with thi§ gds comes under the mis-
chief of the Explosives Act. This is as much of-
fensive as the making of bombs, molbtov cock-
tails, grenades and the like. How the gas vendors
were being allowed to do business with such a
highly inflammable substance without any check
whatsoever, surprises eve y. They have been
the purveyors of a trade they had pic up from
self-proclaimed ustads. This bunch of novices

layed with something that trained scientists,

ecause of their knowledge, will not dare. A
chemical mix of remotely that kind would not be
attempted in-less-than-ideal laboratory condi-
tions. ‘

We wake up to something dangerous after we
have lost several lives to it. Despite the cylinder
blast of a couple of years ago in the city we let
this risky fun continue. No tests were officially
carried out as to the formula the gas vendors
were using, on the availability of a meter to gauge
the pressure. Above all, who gave the vendors an
authorization to do the business? The mayor has,
of course, in an order prohibited the use of cylin-
ders for selling gas balloons from now on. ‘All this
brings up the impelling necessity for some au-
thority to zero in on other dangerous forms of
making a living.

There is an allied aspect that relates to domes-
tic gas cylinders in spme district towns or the
iineal gas conrections in Dhaka.. These need to
be switthed off when no cooking is on. Any
callous indifference to a live gas connection
could be lethal. Even without the flame on the

e

burner, the highly .inflammable. methane, ltakinﬁ

through the nozzle, could invisibly mix wit
the air in the kitchen to an explosive point. A
hmfiltffh stick unmindfully lighted could start a
ell-tire.. ]

The Mosquito First

Mayor Mohammad Hanif has as yet not got into
the exercise of choosing. which of the hundred
and odd ways he would take for elimiriatin
Dhaka's mosquito menace. He should better be o
the job without a further moment's delay or the
golden juncture would slip by and the first en-
thusiasms on his victory die. He would need time,
knowledge and judgement to hit on the brightest
idea that would click. Would he not need a potful
of luck? Sure enough. The Dhaka municipal au-
thorities emboldened by sympathetic support
from the national Eﬂvernment had.time and aﬁajn
embarked on costly expeditions on the wee little
creatures and resign each time accepting igno-
minious defeat. Hanif must make sure that he hits
right at the first go. If he can his will be a long
living memory with the nation — counting may be
in centuries. If not, it would be a nightmare for
him, very hard to get over with.

The Rangpur chairman's patience ran out and
he, throwing discretion out of the window,
‘blurted, out a reward — a taka for every five
mosquitoes killed. Seventy-two hours later some
50,000 bodies of mosquitoes, packed neatly into
envelopes, arrived at the muni:ﬂigal HQ with as
neat a pack of bills for Tk 10,000. This is not a
daunting_sum but she task of checking the bills
_before payment by counting the mortal remains of
every mosquito has proved beyond the capacity of
the municipal staff. As an afterthought the author-
ities are thinking to insist on the mosquitoes to
be hand-killed rather than"Sprayed or choked to
death by chemicals. In that case rigorous chemi-
cal tests on the individual body of the mosquito
- will have to be made by sending the lot to a high-

tech lab in Dhaka. The current caest of Tk 0.20
ger mosquito could then run upto may be Tk 200.
erhaps the Rangpur city-fathers are ready to go
to any length to buy a reprieve from their mad-
dening punishment. But the. question is whether
this exercise is going to cut the population size of
the mosquitoes in any significant manner.
Mohammad Hanif should be wary of any such
brave act of foolishness. |

The challenge of the small creature will prove
a truly big one for Hanif to overcome. That
wouldn't however, mean that the big things, con-
servancy and health and power and roads, would,
~conversely, prove small as challenges. For one
- . none of these does lend to tac by a

e authority. And then again, Hanif isn't there
- only to untangle problems. He must do positive
things too. More schools and playgrounds, to be
sure. And above all more parks. Real ones and not
rendezvous for mastans. And strewn all over
Can h ; f ing the ﬂlhng. b f
an he, on top of sto 1g up of ex-
isting ponds anlc:l' beds l::‘t?iggstwlfﬂlt wnth reser-
voirs, indeed excavate some spacious Ram or
Dharmasagar-type artificial lakes in Dhaka? The
central jail will yield an ideal spot for that — and
there will be space too for a garden-promenade
to be thrown around that. No, this is no day
dre . Sher Shah had the same in four years
as H will get and He did a little more than we
are asking Hanif for.
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AW, B and CBI have af
firmed in a joint report
that there is a nexus
between politicians and the
mafla in India. The report,
done at the behest of State
Home Minister Rajesh Pilot,
following the bomb blasts in
Bombay early last year, is yet a
hush-hush affair. But the
report Is a sad reflection on
politicians from almost all
parties
The report does ot contam
any name. But there is enough
information to identify three
central ministers (also in
volved in the scam) Some
Maharashtra ministers and
members of the slate legisia
ture also figure m the revela
tions made, :
The report's worst stric.
ture is that those who associ-
ated themselves with the mafia
were conscious that what they
were doing was against na-
tional interest. For reaping
personal and pecuniary gains
or for saving their friends
skin, they have acted in a
manner which, to say the least,
is harmful to the country )
The three intelligence
agencies have admitted that if
all the central agencies, work
ing under the aegis of different
ministries, had pooled their
information. the Bombay blasts
would have probably been de-
tected and stalled. It has been
revealed how the information
about explosives remained
with one department, about
the smuggling with another
and about suspicious perpetra
tors with vyet another. No
bunching was done by anybody

at any stage.

The report, which may
never see the light of the day,
is devastating. It exposes the

UTIAMA, Tanzania: The
most succinct defini-
tion of democracy —
and [ think the most univer-
sally acceptable — was that
given by Abraham Lincoln:
government of the people. by
the people and for the people.
Under that definition.
democracy is based on two
main principles. The f[irst of
these is that all human beings
— all the people — have equal
rights and equal duties in soci-
ety. The second is that a soci-
ety is constituted by all of the
people together. If either of
these two principles is 8enied
by the structures of gover-
nance then democracy does
rot and cannot exist.

Lincoln's definition, how-

ever, says nothing about how
people organise themselwes for
their own governance. Perhaps

he thought that the people of -

each country could best de-
termine for themselves how
they could implement the
principles in their own cir-
cumstances. If so, he was less

arrogant than meost of today's

Northern and Western advo-
cates of democratic change.
The truth is that democracy
requires much more than adult
suffrage — with or without a
rhultitude of parties.
Democracy requires secu-
tity of life and liberty. It is

.nonsense to talk about democ-

racy when warring groups,
nowadays with modern
weapons, contend for power
within a state.

What meaning has democ-
racy for a woman in Mogadishu
who cannot take her malnour-
ished child to an emergency
feeding centre because she
and the child might be killed
or maimed on the way?

Democracy requires the
general acceptance of an en-
forceable rule of law. To ordi-
nary peasants and workers,
almost any system of law en-
forcement is better than none.
But for democracy to exist, the
rule of law has to be the ser-,
vant, not the matter of justice.

K must be enforced equally
against rich and poor and

"against the educated and less

educated. by an independent
Judiciary not subject ta arbi-
trary dismissal nor the vagaries
of an election system. '
Ultimately, only a just polit-
ical system, with just laws, is
sustainable. Men and women
will always rebel against intol-
erable oppression whenever
the opportunity occurs. .
Democracy requires a cul-
ture with encompasses toler-
ance — a culture which has to

complicity of politicians on the
one hand and the confusion
prevailing among the intellj
gence agencies on the other
Both disclosures do not come
as a surprise because public
perception., built over the
years is that peliticlans and
crimjnals have come to join
hands Politics has been erimi-
naltsed and crime has been
politicised. Regarding the in-
telligence the impression is
that too many of them are
chasing too little information,
which they often get from
normal sources.

The politicians’ connection,

with the, Bombay blasts +is.
however, disconcerting, par-
ticularly when the government
has said more than once that
there was ‘foreign hand be-
hind the incident. Not that the
politicians partnership was
ever ruled out, but the linkage
of some sitting ministers. both
in Delhi and Bombay. is omi
nous. It is’a serious matter.
One cannol imagine Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao taking
any action because he hates
disturbing things, which is
bound to happen il any minis-
ter or important politician is
put on the mat. From the
Bofors gun kickbacks to the
scam scandal, it has been dis-
mal, story of cover-ups. The last
two decades are replete with
instances where corrupt and
sleazy have gone unpunished.
For the last eight years, the

disclosure of Bofors kickbacks
recipients has been stalled on
one point or another. The list
af names should have been
with the government on
March 1. But before that day
the lobby of civil and military
officlals swung into action to
scotch the attempt to make
names public.

it appears that as the time
for the disclosure approaches
all those who had earlier
thought that their hand might
remain undetected are getling

' made

Intelligence Repo_rt Exposes Politicians

The most painful aspect is that even Parliament is
to be in the pay-rolls of lobbies, industrialists or multinationals... The
money and muscle power — has devalued the image of democracy.

ceasing mmmm-rmmmuw-
way many members are elected — with

tions. It was found that politi-
cal parties of all shades and
opinions got munificence from
abroad. The government. then
led by the Congress. never
the report public
Understandably, the other po-
litical parties never pressed
for its publication

The other day Delhi Police
seized a diary of hawala opera-
tors. It carried names of serv-
+ng and former ministers and
of the late Rajiv Gandhi
(Congress). L K Advani

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

jittery  They have now joined
others lo defeat the course of
justice at the Swiss canton,
which is in the process of giv-
ing ils wverdict. Some benefi-
ciaries have appealed to an up-
per court to stop the list from
coming to light

Some government leaders
have once again renewed the

.campaign that the kickbacks

were never appropriated by
anybody; they went to the
party coffers. This reminds me
of an inquiry, which was car-
ried out many years ago. (o
ascertain which among the po-
litical parties was a black-
sheep. receiving foreign funds.
CBl conducted the investiga

(Bhartiva Janata ) and S
Hommal (Janata . CBI has
authenticated the existence of

the diary but has net divulged
its contents "

One journalist, Rajimder
Puri, and a video magazine
producer, Vineet Narain, have
disclosed the names of recipi-
ents at a press conference in
Delhi. In a way, they have
thrown the gauntlet but none
in the government or the op-
position has picked it up. The
allegations have remained
unanswergd. The press. too.
has fergotten about them.

What all this indicates is the
degradation of political activity
in the count The ve

tegrity of the system has Be
come a question mark. If noth-
ing is done to clean the mark.
every decision or, for that
matter, every actiom of the
government will be suspect
Whatever kudos we may try
to earn for our open society.

they will be of no avail if even,

the highest in the land is not
considered above board Japan
and italy were recently shaken
by the.exposure of corrupt
deals. Crores of rupees had
been offered and accepted as
brides. Ultimately, public opin-
jon made topmost leaders quit
politics. Nothing like that is
happening in India because the
peopie, tired and exasperated.
have begun te accept corrup-
tion as part of life. Indira
Gandhi brushed all allegations
aside by the remark that cor-
ruption was a global phenom-
ena. Rao goes even one step
further from her : "He sees no
evil, hears no evil and speaks
no evil®

When lower beneficiaries in
government secretariats or
other departments openly ask
for money before forwarding
even routine papers, it is irri-
tating. But more frustrating,
rather shameful. is the fact
that ministers and officials ac
cept bribe without any twinge
of conscience. In the past. the
dishonest among the high
echelons could be counted on
fingers. Now it is the other way
round. the honest few

dre il

Democracy Must be a Native Flower

Former Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere writes in this exclusive Inter Press Service
Column that democracy must grow out of the cultural, historical and geographical reali-
ties of the societies that practice it. '

evolve, or be built up, if it does
not exist. People have to agree
to live together, or to co-exist
within the society, and to work
out a mutually acl:tptahl;-nsys—
tem which provides for that.

Further. the people of the
majority view have to accept
the rights of the minority to
express their opinions without
intimidating social pressure,
and indeed must accommodate

those views as far as possible.

The people of the minority
view, at the same time, have to
abide by the laws enacted by
the majority.

In particular, democracy
requires freedom of religion.
Some persons can be forced to
confirm to the outward rites or
ceremonies of a religion in
which they do not believe.

As history shows very
clearly, however, others would
rather die or suffer torture.
And if a sizeable group of peo-
ple adhere in their hearts to a
suppressed minority religion,
they will constitute an ineradi-
cable source of potential insta-
bility. 5
A functioning democracy
also requires a reasonable de-,
gree of stability within the so-
ciety. The vast majority of the
people must be basically satis-
filed with its structures and or-
ganisation, and have the possi-
bility of changing them by
peaceful means, for stability is
not the same as stagnation.

Yet very rapid change in

social or economic conditions

is difficult for people to assimi-

late and to adjust tor it is al-
most impossible for the society
to adjust peaceably if rapid

change occurs in_all areas at

once.

Democracy requires. both
that there be a Basic level of
food, clothing. and ,shelter
available to every person, and
that — at least while this level
is very low — there is a severe
limit to economic inequalities
within the society.

Poverty shared may be an
insult to human potentially.
Absolute poverty in the midst
of plenty is inconsistent with
political freedom.

It is this requirement of
democracy which makes it
both so essential and so ex-
tremely difficult to attain (or at
least to sustain) in the least
developed countries of Africa
and elsewhere:

The first priority of a hun-
gry person is food for them-
selves and their children. To
get it, they will lie and steal;
they will also vote for any half-
way candidate who bribes then
with food today and “promises
them food tomorrow.

They will accept with ac-
clamation any military coup
leader or other dictator who
appears (for however short a
time) to have an explanation

for and a solution to their suf-
fering. : :
This list of the requir nt

of democratcy is very far from
exhaustive. In particular, it
omits any mention of educa-
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Sir, The state of Israel was
established on the soil of
Palestine as far back as 1948
with the connivance of the US,
the UK, France and certain
other mighty powers with the
apparent objective of having
control over the oil resources.
Since then the role of Israel
has been very much hostile to
the Muslims of the Middle
East, who are virtually ren-
dered to the status of refugees
in their own homes. Aftef
grabbing a substantial portion
of the Middle East territory
they have become so much
emboldened that they even
flout to act on the request of
those powers with whose

blessings the country had

taken its national entity.

The tragedy of the Pales-
tinians are known to the world
around. It is most unfortunate
that the Muslim powers of the
Middle East have miserably
failed to realise that it is owing

to their folly that has brought |

endless miseries to them.
The people of the world
have seen how US ex-Presi-

dent George Bush played in

| uniting the various entities
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non-Muslim powers,

mostly
collected donations in the
form of men and weapon and
used the base of Saudi Arabia
to thrust an uneven war against
Irag, mtserably affecting her
political, economic ahd so-
vereign backbone.

Since the cessation of hos-

tilities of the Gulf War, the

world had abundant occasions
to see the futile and abortive
steps taken by UNO and some
nations which have given
enough impression that they
have no sincere will to resolve
the Palestine and other aching
iﬂﬂ'm . 1 i

It is, perhaps, time for the

- nations of the Middle East to

change the strategy and with-
draw from these time-killing
processes of conference and
summits and try to unite the
Muslim powers on some fun-
damental points, so that the
enemies may mend their ways
to provide a workable solution.
Or ‘else, it would perhaps be
advisable to ask the so-called

peace negotiators' to provide *

the final fixture of the peace

' process as to when the guar-

ter-final, semi-final and final of

this useless drama will be
played,

Hussain I Ahmed

Plassey, Dhaka

Patent products
Sir, It is observed that the
registered patent producis of
an individwal company/ indus-
try often come to our market
in the same trade-name adop-

ted by some other unautho-
rised sources. This is a very

bad practice as the registered
product gradually loses its
popularity to péople due to
poor quality of products manu-
factured by unknown sources.
For example, | found a yery
cheap quality vests with the
seal of Bata Power which | am
sure Bata is not making. As a
result, Power product will fail
to keep up its own reputation.

Unless such practices are
stopped all registered quality
products will always have their
counter products of inferior
standard and customers will be
cheated.

The concerned authority
should come forward to detect
the unauthorised sources.
Motius Samad Chowdhury
Phultola Tea Estate, Sylhet.

tion that leads people to some
understanding not just of their
own needs but also of their
duties and capacities, and ol
the world's economic and
other conditions within which
their society is operating and
which indirectly affect therh.
And while it talks of free-
dom, the list given here omits
reference to the inevitable lim-
its of freedom in any society —
for political liberfy does not
and cannot mean the freedom
“to do anything your want.
Freedom must be limited by
the obligations of duty and by
the needs of the society as a
whole. For the needs of a
democratic society come down
ir the need of each member (o
live in an organised and just

community for their individual

and their common good.

It 4s within the context of
limits that individuals in a po-
litical democracy are given the
maximum possible freedom to
live their own lives as they
wish.

One thing, however, is very
clear: the organisation of polit-
ical democracy — its mecha-
nisms, structures and conven-
tions — must be appropriate to
and determined by the history,
geography, culture and eco-
nomic conditions of the soci-
ety in which it operates.

it is not only nonsensical,
but also dangerous to democ-
racy, for politicians and others
from the old, developed and
wll:a.l;h}r nations to put pres-
sure on governments and
people in new., underdevel-

and far between. .

The most painful aspect is
that even Parliament is ceasing
o evoke rust. It is considered
part of a systemn that is corrupt
and antiquated. Many of its
members are believed to be in
the pay-rolls of lobbies, indus-
trialists or muitinationals and.
even when an MP expresses
himself honestly. there is a
tendéncy to se¢ some kind of
hand behind him. The way
many members are elected —
with money and muscle power
— has devalued the image of
democracy. How most of them
finance their election is the
biggest source of corru .

As regards lack of coordina-
tion among the intelligence
agegcies. the.government may
not be wiseér by the report.
This malady was diagnosed by
a committee headed by former
home secretary L P Singh.
more than 15 years ago. No
ministry. which has an intelli-
gence agency under it. wants
to give up the control.

This is already evident from
what has happened after re-
ceipt of the report. The Union
Home Secretary wants to be a
coordinating point. But the
proposal is not finding favour
with the intelligence wings of
finance and commerce min-
istries, neither with RAW and
others, because they want to
stay autonomous. )

The coordination may plug
one aspect of the nexus be-
tween politicians and the
mafia. But until the institu-
tional malaise. the lowering
standards of morality and cyni-
cism over cleanliness con-
tinue. India will not be able to
free itself from the dominance
of politics and that
stalks 1w Lol
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And it is particularly ob-
scene for leaders of the North
to tell the South: "Be demo-
cratic, be responsive to the
people, be pluralistic, allow a
free press.” while simultane -
ously calling upon them to
adopt extremrely unpopular
policies (laid down by the
North) of "structural adjust-
ment.” -

Indeed. under such poli-
cies, the people of the South
are exposed to the negative
effects of an unjust interna-
tional economy that the Norfh
controls in its own interestis. It
is just possible that another
condition for democracy. spe-
cially, for those who like to
pontificate about. it. is a little
bit of honesty.

In the end, political democ-
racy must pe international, so
that it can exist sustainably in
its various forms within each
nation. And democracy every-
where must encompass con-
trol of economic factors ds well |
as of politics.

OPINION
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BNP and AL at Crossroads

It was very interesting to have
read the centénts of talks of
the Secretary-Generals of both
BNP and Awami League, as
reported in The Daily Star of
March 13, 1994. | have not
found too many points in Mr
Abdus Salam Takukder's state-
ment where [ could not agree
with him. His assessment is
quite balanced and very
realistic in the context of the
BNP's present problems and
policies covering most of the
fields.

However, the point
which [ wish Yo differ from the
BNP Secretary-General, first,
is where he says that "his party
will not abandon the on-going
reform programmes even at
the cost of power and victory
in the next election.” This is
too sweeping a remark and
many in his own party may not
like it. The BNP Secretary-
General continued that "Some-
Gody should have to do the
unpleasant work for the long-
term betterment of the
country.”

Life consists, in the main, of
short-term. medium-term and

long-term aspects ol the prob-

lems we face and policies we
evolve. A choice has to be
made. from among the prob-
lems and the policies with an
eye to the short aspects. But,
Ihen the people perhaps will
not be ready to sacrifice their
short-term and medium-term
goals at the altar of their long-
term goals which cannot be sp
clearly foreseen. Of course we
have Lo take care of our ter-
ity, but then we have to take
account of the fact that we do
not have to ignore our short-
term and medium-term inter-
ests disproportionately. Was
there a time when we had no
price-system and the free
market economy in our coun-
try? Quite clearly there was
none, to our memories, except
in war-time. We should look
not only at the virtues of these
systems but also at their
enormous wastes even under
conditions of working compe-

.4 tition. The ideal conditions of

perfect competition do not
exist anywhere, as we all know.

In th® above context, | can
do not better than gquote from
the most powerful economist
of the present century, late
Lord Keynes who said that "in
the long-run we are all dead”
What in fact we are going to
have by way of reforms are not
something new but something
which was tried before and
discarded long ago because of

in

Dr M T Haq

their ineffectiveness in the
context particularly of a coun-
try like Bangladesh. | have no
doubt in my mind that the so
called reforms adopted by the
Bangladesh Government under
the pressures of the various
agencies will be too costly an
experiment, at any stage, for a
poor country like Bangladesh.
In such a country we should be
able to address our develop-
ment mainly with our own re-
sources as far as possible and
go in for loreign resources or
assistance or aid on our own
terms, to be used to make the
country self-reliant as far as
possible. Our people, though
poor, should learn to live a life
of dignity consistent with a
standard of living permitted in
the main by our own re-
sources, ¢oupled with what we
can get from abroad on
honourable terms without los-
ing our self-respect. One cabi-
net minister told me the other
day that there was an aid pro-
posal from a certain quarter of
the value of Taka 18 crore, but
of this amount Taka 12 crore
was shown as the cost perhaps
of foreign consultants. So what
is it that is left for develop-
ment? This is certainly not an
aid on honourable terms.

Secondly, that the
Chairperson of the BNP will
like to attend the Parliament
sessions regularly is not a mat-
ter of requesting her, rather
this is in practice one of her
mdin responsibilities. | have
watched quite a lot of the
working of the British House of
Commons which is regularly
attended by the leader of the
House during the sessions,
unless there are compelling
reasons for not doing so. The
presence of the leader df the
ruling party in the Jana
Sangsad gives the Parliament
session an added importance.

The Awami League Secre-
tary-General stated that “we
want the BNP to stay in power
for the full term”. The AL will
follow its own strategies for
capturing power in the next
general election which is really
not too far off The recent-
Mayoral election results have
hoosted the moral of thé party.
Meanwhile | believe that the
BNFP will also be aggressive in
organizing or reorganizing
itself in order to remove (ts
short comings whatever these
might have been so far

Thirdly, an important issue

worth considering in Bangla-
desh is whether the party
organization responsibilities
should be separated from the
governmental responsibilities.
I am thinking here in terms of
the arrangement which exis-
ted, for example, in Great
Britain in the immediate post-
war (1939-'45) years when late
Horold Lasky. professer of
political science. at the
London School of Economics
and Political Science, acted as
the chairman of the executive
committee of the British
Labour Party, while not acting
as a Cabinet member . In this
case the Chairman or the
Chairperson will be able to
devote his or her energies and
talents mainly to the or-
ganizations or reorganization of
the party. The status and rank
of such a person should be
equivalent to the position of a
Deputy Prime Minister or that
of a Cabinet Minister at least.

Fourthly, an important issue
is to bring about some consti-
tutional amendments which
need to be considered from
time to time, as a result of the
working of the constitutional
process on the basis of a con-
sensus-¢f the political parties.
One such issue, to my mind, is
the election of the wogen
members of the Jana Sangsad.
| feel sure that the present
system of nominating the
women members to the
Sangsad is unfair, undemo-
cratic and perhaps not accept-
able to our women themselves.
The present system smacks of
colonialism when the practice
of nominations was very com-
mon in the sub-continent. The
seats will be reserved for
women, but then they should
cogpe .to the Sangsad through
t systemn of election. One
distinguished lady told us re-
cently that the present nomi-
nation system is a reflection on
the status of women them-
selves and on their self-re-
specf. | feel certain that many
will think in similar terms.
There will' be no difficulty to
amend or change the constitu-
tion in this respect because
there will. hopefully, be a con
sensus on this issue. The tal-
ents of our women will come
out much better through a full,
free and fair play of the forces
guiding and shaping their ca
reers and not through any re-
strictionism
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