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Three killed.
over 1000
injured in

tornado

From A Correspondent

COMILLA, Mar 23; Three
persons were killed and aboul
1.000 injured in a tornado that
lashed four Unions of Devidwar
and Muradnagar thanas re-
cently.

The damages done by the
tornado that continued for
about 30 minutes includes
2900 kutcha houses and stand-
ing crops. The fornado was as-
sociated with hail storm which

" caused eollosal damage to wa-
ter Molon, Khira, wheat,
Bangee, Boro paddy etc.

Mostly affected unions are
Gunaighar north and south
unions of Devidwar thana,
Marichakandi wunion in

thana.

One Aleya Begum 12 of
Gunaighar north union died at
the spot in house collapse and
two others seriously injured
were admitted into Comilla
general hospital where they
succumbed to their injuries,

The homeless people are
reportedly living under open
sky. Shortage of r pure drink-
ing water and absence of elec-
tricity added to the miseries of
the tornado hit victims. The

_ district administration has so

' far distributed 40 bundles of CI
sheets and Taka 12,000 in
cash.

Minister for works,
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mian
with the district administra-
tion officials visited the al-
fected areas to asses the needs
of the victims.

~ Surya Sen's
birth centenary
observed

From Our Curmp-ondl;nt

BARISAL, Mar 23: In obser-
vance of the birth centenary of
the valiant [reedom [flighter
Surya Sen Masterda, a meeting
was arranged by 8 left parties
_at the local bar association au-
ditorium on Monday afternoon.

The meeting was presided
over by Sudhir Sen. It was ad-
dressed among others by
Nazrul Haq Nilu, Advocate
Abdus Satter, Nazmul Hasan
Mizan, Advocate Abdul Hye
Mahboob, Dr § C Rey and
Aminur Rahman Khokan.

ers said, Masterda's

life sacrifice for freedom is the
part of our long freedom

movement. Real history of our
freedom movement is yet to be
written. Names of Masterda

and other freedom fighters of
our countty should correctly

be written in our history —
they said.

Millat's
Dinajpur
correspondent

assaulted

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR, Mar 23: The
district correspondent of the
Daily Millat newspaper has
been physically assaulted by an
organised gang of smugglers at
Pulhat at the town.

The smugglers got furious

seeing a feature on smuggling
on March 14 issue.

it is learnt that the feature

Pulhat and beat

godown at
him he fainted. Local

Dispute over
land possession
leaves 18
people injured

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 23: At

" the
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Attendance poor in pry schools

HABIGANJ, Mar 23: The
number of primary school go-
ing children is decreasing in
the remote areas of the dis-
trict.

According to a study. a large

-number of children between
age of 10 and 12 years are
engaged in different petty jobs
instead of going to schools to
earn their livelihood.

Landless and poverty-

striken farmers engage their
kids-in jobs instead of sending
them to schools, the study re-
vealed.
- The children are compelled
to take up odd jobs like cattle
grazing, rickshaw pulling and
hotel boys at a poor remunera-
tion.

Most of the marginal or
landless farmers in the district
have three or more children
and are facing financial crisis.
As a result, they cannot afford
educational expenses of their
children. Finding no other al-
ternative, they encourage their
children to take up any job.

During the harvesting sea-
sonn, a large number ol farni-
labourers along with their kids

From Our Correspondent

go to other distant places in
search of works. As a result,
the primary schools in remote

areas of the district have been

facing acute shortage of stu-
dents.

Another report says:
Frequent power failure has be-
come a regular feature at

Habiganj town causing much ,

sufferings to the consumers.

Power supply goes off at
least five to seven timegs a day
and resumes after an interval
of 30 minutes to one hour.

Students, mills, shops and
press owners are the worst
sufferers due to frequent
power failure. Besides, many of
the electricity .poles at the
town have no bulbs. Taking ad-
vantage of darkness at night,
the criminals becomé active.

The authority of local power
supply department could not
give satisfactory reason of [re-
quent power failure and volt-
age fluctuation.

The town residents have
urged the appropriate authori-
ties concerned Lo look into the
matter and take immediate

necessary steps to ensure

smooth supply of electricity.
Abdul Mannan, Additional
District and Sessions Judge,
Habiganj convicted a person
and sentenced him to suffer
life-term imprisonment and
also fined Taka 5000 in delault
to suffer Rigorous Imp-
risonment (RI) for another one
year for murdering his wife.

. The learned judge delivered
the above said verdict in the
open court recently,

According -to prosecution
story, the convicted accused
Suruk Mia of village Pashimbag
under Ajmiriganj PS killed his
wife Gul Bahar gn 14.2.1991 in

her father's house at Naliganj -

for enmity over family affairs.

The accused person after
killing his wife concealed the
body under water-hyacinth of a
pond near his father-in-law's
house.

In this connection, a case
was started at Nabiganj PS
against the accused.

The police after investiga-
tion submitted chargesheet
against him.

The learned judge after ex-
amining records, evidences
and witnesses found accused
Suruk Mia ‘guilty for murder-
ing his wife Gul Bahar and de-
livered the judgement.

Advocate Shafiqur Rahman
Choudhury APP conducted the
case on behalf of prosecution
while Advocate Muroleedhar
defended the accused.

Meanwhile, the holy eid-ul-
fitr was celebrated here with
due solemnity and religluu-s
fervour.

Elaborate programmes were
taken up here to celebrate the
Eid in a befitting manner.

The National Flag was
hoisted atop all public and pri-
vate buildings

Improved diets was served
to the inmates of the jails,
hospitals and orphanages.

The main Eid congregation
was held at local Shaistanagar
Eidgah Maidan at 8.30 am.
Special prayers were also gf*
fered at different mosques

seeking peace, progress and -

prosperity of the nation and
entire Muslim world.

“the village.

Machinery troubleé hampering

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 23:
Irrigation on 3.5 lakh acres of
land has become impossible as
22,000 deep, and shallow
tubewells and power pumps in
13 northern districts are now
lying in operative.

- It is gathered that there are
70.426 deep. shallow tube-

wells and power pumps to Ir-
rigate agricultural land in 13
northern districts except
Chapainawabganj., Rajshahi and
Naogaon districts under the
Barendra

Out of the tnt.a] 21,996 ma-
chines are not in operation
due to machinery troubles and

1 use of shallow machines in the

country boats.

According to a source of
Bangladesh Agricultural Deve-
lopment Corporation (BADC),
2.266 machines including 338
deep tubewells in Sirajganj
district out of 9,155 machines,
2.563 machines including 63
deep tubewells in Pabna
district out of 8397 machines,
5136 machines including 168
deep tubewells out of 16,491
machines in Bogra district,
929 incl 106 deep tube-
wells out of machines in
Jalpurhat, 373 machines in-
cluding 87 deep tubewells out
ol 9361 in Nalore district,
1.593 out of 5.416 machines
in Rangpur. 2060 including

© 222 including 29 deep

. 197 deep tubewells out of

6.484 machines in Gaibandha
district, 710 machines includ-
ing 40 deep tubewells out of
2,451 in Kurigram, 362 in-
cluding 85 deep tubewells out
of 1033 machines in Lalm-
onirhat, 395 including 66
deep tubewells out of 1,248
machines in Nilphamari. 2439
including 470 deep tubewells
oul of 7498 machines in
Dinajpur, 643 including 60
deep tubewells out of 1883
machines in Thakurgaon and
tube-
wells out of 601 deep tube-
wells, shallow tuhewells and
pump machines in Panchagarh
district are not used in irriga-
tion purpose due to various
causes including machinery
troubles and use ol shallow
inachines in the country boats.
Following in operation of
about 22,000 irrigation ma-
chines about 3.50,000 acres of
land in 13 northern districts
are nol irrigated properly.
Some shallow machine
owners, informed that use of
shallow machines in the coun-
try boats is more profitable
than irrigation. Thousands of
country boats are now plying in
the river routes to carry pas-
sengers and merchandised
goods. The deep tubewells are
inoperative mainly due Ilo

=

shortage ol spare parts.
Knowledgeable sources have
urged upon the authority o
ensure use of pump machines
in irrigation purpose.
.+ About
2.50 lakh people of 16 north-
ern districts have been suffer-
ing from tuberculosis disease.

Hospital sources here said,
the disease is multiplying fast
due to the lack of proper
treatment, manhandling and
malnutritdion bf the patients.

Doctors said the treatment
of the disease is costly and
time-consuming. As most of
the patients are poor they
cannot bear the expenses of
the treatment for a long-time.
On the other hand. the hospi-

lals or TB clinics cannol pro-
vide medicines to the patients.

Moreover. the patients do
not follow the precautionary
measures in their daily life due
to sheer ignorance. Excessive
smoking, mixing with the at-
tacked patients, malnutrition
in the flood-affected areas in
the northern districts are the
main causes ol spreading of
the disease.

District-wise break up of
the patients are as [ollows:
Sirajgan] — 10.000. Pabna —

1rrigation

15,000, Rajshahi —20.000,
Natore — 15.000, Noagaon —
15,000, Chapainawabganj
10,000, Bogra —15.000, Joy-
purhat — 15,000, Rangpur —
20,000, Gaibandha —15.000,
Nilphamari — 15,000, Lalm-
onirhat — 20,000, Kurigram—
15,000, Dinajpur — 20.000,
Thakurgaon — 20.000

. Panchagarh—15.000.

Another report says: Police
arrested six youths while they.
were allegedly stealing a mi-
cro-bus from a garage in the
town last week.

According to police, on
March 13 at midnight the
miscreants arranged an alter-
#éle key lrom one Mahbubur
Rahman's garage at Masumpur
area in the town and tried to
escape.-with the vehicle.

Suspecting the youths, the
local people gheraoed them
and informed the police.

Police rushed to the spol
and arrested Abdullah Sheikh
(20), Manik (20). Rafiqul (18},
Motaleb (19) Monirul (18) a.d
Alim (15) and seized the vehi-
cle,

The arrested were sent to
jail hajat and a case was [iled
with sadar thana in Lhis con-
neciion,

Negligence

Frm&r(htw:ﬂu:t

JHENIDAH, Mar 23: Due to
negligence of some officials of
the Rural Electrification Board
(REB) electric connection to
Dulai village of thana
of Pabna district could not ex-
tended.

According to reports, the .
village Dulai was included as a
member of REB in 1980 and
appealed to the General
Manager for electric connec-
tions in the southern part of
The General
‘Manager of REB assured the
inhabitants of electric power

supply. In 1990, a powerful .

deep tubewell was installed
which also was given electric
connections.

However, electricity con-
nections to the southern part
of the village remained sus-
pended. Many small irrigation
projects, schools, colleges and
residents have been suffering

due to non-availability of elec-

tricity.

The late President Ziaur
Rahman ordered to supply
electricity to the village but
the REB authorities so far has
not taken any initiative to ar-
range for power supply in the
area.

The people of the village

say, they need electricity for

irrigation purpuses. They
added that, Industriés and
businesses r.uul set up due

to lack of power in the village
Nine awarded
life imprisonment

for murder

COMILLA, Mar 23: Nine
people were sentenced for life
imprisonment for murder,
court sources said Wednesday,

reports UNB.

The court also fined the
convicts Selim Mia, Abu Mia,
Abul Hashem, Abdur Rahim,
Abdul Karim, Abdus Sattar,
Abul Kashem, Selim and Amir
Hossain Taka 1000 each, in
default, to suffer one year rig-
orous imprisonment more.

Another accused Charu Mia
was acquitted following his
death during the prosecution.

The case, in brief, a clash

was ensued between two rival

groups over the possession of a
plot of land at village
Baralakhipur in Barura thana
on April 1, 1991 in which one
Mastan Mia was killed by the
accused people.

- Police after investigation
subimilted charge-sheet against
them.

After examining the wit-
nesses and records additional
Session's Judge. First Cgurt,
Md Nurul Wadud awarded the
punishment last week.

Police officer
killed in

road accident

GAZIPUR, Mar 23: One po-
lice officer was killed and a
constable wounded seriously in
a road mishap near Palli Biddut
Office in Kaliakoir on Dhaka-
Tangail Highway Wednesday,
reports UNB.

The deceased Abul Kalam
Azad, 45, was identified as SI
of Kaliakoir Police Station. He
died on the spot.

According to witnesses, the

| accident occurred when a

Tangail-bound truck from
Dhaka hit the policemen at
10.45 am who were standing
at the point.

However, the driver man-
aged to flee with the vehicle. A
case has been filed with the

police.

Population
Increases
in Rohingya

camps

. COX'S BAZAR, Mar 23: Birth
rate at the Rohingya refugee
camps has increased alarm-
ingly due to polygamy and
negative attitude towards [am-
ily planning. reports UNB. _

Some 14,574 children were
born at the Rohingya camps in
last two years while 5,468 died
during the period, official
sources said here Tuesday.

Bul unofflicial sources pul
the number of newborn babies
al about 18,000

At least 25 children, offi-
cials said, are taking birth ev-
ery day in 17 Rohingya camps
in Cox's Bazar and Bandarban
hill districts. But NGO sources

claimed that the number is

more than 37 a day.

According to sources. the
Rohingyas appeared o be
more interested in polygamy —
most of them would like to
have more than one wife and
more children.

The Rohingyas tended to be
reluctant in adopting family
planning .methods and they
even avoid heath workers and
motivators approaching them
to preach the methods.

Eversince voluntary repatri-

| ation started, some 53,189

Rohingya refugees out of a total
2.50 lakh have so far returned
lo Burma's western Arakan
province which they had fled

in Lthe face of alleged persecu-
tion more than two years ago.
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RAJSHAHI

Tk 17 crore
for city
development
projects

Mar 23 : Rajshahi City

| Corporation has taken up Taka

17 crore .uplift programme
during the current fiscal, re-
ports UNB, ‘ 1

Of the amount, government
has given Taka 15 crore and
the remaining is being pro-
vided from the own fund of the
corporation.

Official sources said Taka
10 crore has been allocated for
construction of 100 km by-

lane, 65 km drain and 15 km |

protection wall in the corpora-
tion area. Taka 1.44 erore has

been allocated for the under-
construction of hospital for
labourers, Sonadighi Mosque

and different graveyards and
cremation places.

Besides, Taka 2.22 crore
has been sanctioned for water
’supply, Taka 1.30 crore for
' EPI programme, Taka 48.83
lakh for roads and electricity,

Taka 73.82 lakh for slum de-
| velopment and Taka

lakh for tree plantation and
environment protection.

Work on some of the pro-
jects has already been started
and is expected ito be com-
pletedd by next June.

CHUADANGA

Girls high
school in
poor shape

Mar 23: Uthali Girls' High
School in Jibannagar thana are
plagued with various problems
since its establishment in
1972, reports UNB.

According to school author-
ity, the school building was
constructed on 2.33 decimal
land with the financial support
of philanthropists of the area.
At present, the school has 276
students with nine teachers.

According to the teachers,

- education is being hampered

due to shortage of benches,
tables and adequate number of
class rooms. Many students are
to attend the classes standing
for want of benches.

Besides, the school building
has become worn out and
cracks have developed on roolfs
and walls. Most of the doors
have been damaged by rain
during monsogn as there is no
roof on the varanda.

Guardians have urged the
authorities to take the schools
under Lhe development sche-
me Lo [acilitate the local girls
lo prosecute their studies
smoothly,

C'NAWABGANJ

" Tk 6.24 crore

project to
develop schools,
madrashas

Mar 23: A programme at a
cost of Taka 6.24 crore has
been undertaken to construct
three classrooms each in 39
high schools and 39 Dhakhil
madrashas in 39 thanas of five
districts under Rajshahi zone,
reports UNB.

According to Facilities

Pepartment of the Education

Ministry. the districts are
Chapainawabganj, Rajshahi,
Naogaon, Natore and Pabna.

According
eight lakh have been sanc-
tioned for each institution un-
der Annual Development Prog-
ramine.

The construction work ijs
expected to be completed by
December this year. With the
implemertation of the pro-
gramme all 78 high schools
and Dhakhil madrashas will get
better education facilities, it is
learnt.

_Samﬂm}_
Two arrested
on charge

of murder

‘Mar 23: Two people were
arrested Tuesday in connec-
tion with a murder case iIn
Mohammadpur thana last
week, reports UNB.

The arrested are : Abdur
Razzak. son of the Yousuf Ali
and his mother Amena Khatun.
They were sent to police cus-
tocdly for interrogation,

. On March 20, during catch-
ing fish in a disputed pond in
Mohammadpur thana, a clash
took place in which one Johar
Ali was killed.

Another report: adds: A
teen - aged girl who was kid-
napped from her village home
alt Bhatsala under Debhata
thana 32 days ago Is yet to be
rescued, pelice and family
sources said.

The ill-fated girl Gangarani
(13). daughter of Bhakta
Ranjan Bhachar was kidnapped
by some unidentified miscre-
ants on February 20 midnight
when she went out to respond
to the call of nature.

A case was flled with the
Debhata police by her father.

15.50

~of the r

to officials, Taka

BARISAL )
Furniture

for govt .

pry schools

Mar 23: Facilities depart-
ment of the Ministry of Edu-
cation supplied 3,240 pairs of
different furniture to 52
government primary schools
and .eight madrashas in four
districts under Barisal .ed-
ucation- zone during the cur-
rent fiscal year, says BSS.

The programme cost the
department Taka 52 lakh.
According to an official source,
the furniture include 2,880
sets of high and low benches -
and 360 sets of tables and
chairs. :

Each pair of high and low
benches cost Taka 1800 and
that of the table and chair cost
Taka 1650. |

Besides, the department
has been constructing f[ive

.science buildings in these dis-

tricts.

JAMALPUR

Discussion on
conservation |,
of water

Mar 23 : A discussion meet-
ing on "World Day for Water"

"was held at the World Vision

Auditerium here on 'mﬂdnjr
reports UNB,

Organised by the Emdrun
mental Cur‘!_ Team, it was
addressed by local elite.
journalists and some members
of the eore, with its President
Stiffen Samar Shangma in the
chair. ;

It was also addressed by
Minhaj Uddin and Abul
Hashem of Samaj P
Sangstha, PHED Engineer
Mahbubul Alam and 50 repre-
sentatives of local NGOs.

Speakers at the discussion -
urged all to help create public
awareness for conservation and
development of water re-
sources.

* BARGUNA

Lack of civic

amenities

Mar 23: Barguna pourashava
lacks civic amenities causing
inconvenience to the town
dwellers. reports UNB.

The dilapidated condition
ds, lack of proper
drainage system and shortage
uf water supply facilities have
made the civic life miserable.

About three-fourth roads in
the poura areas are kuicha and
cracks and potholes have de-
veloped al many points due to
lack ol proper maintenance
and repair works.

The siluation turns worse
during the rainy season. After a
slight rainfall, the roads be-
come muddy and slippery
hampering the movement of
pedestrians and vehicles,

All the kutcha drains are
filled with garbages an stag-
nant water leading to the
breeding to mosquito. i

School going children are
afraid of pye-dogs which are
increasing alarmingly in the
town and some time the chil-
dren do not want to go to
schools due to fear of these
dogs.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to take necessary.
medsures to solve the prob-

lems of the pourashava without
further delay.

KHULNA
Acute shortage
of water

supply

Mar 23: Acute shortage of
water supply has been causing

at inconvenience to the city
dwellers for quite a long lime,
says UNB.

The problem turned acute
in the metropolitan city with a
population of 12 lakh and
nothing tangible has yet been
made to meet the growing
need of people. local people
alleged.

According to city corpora-
tion sources, at present 2.50
crore gallons of water are re-
quired per day. But only ome '
crore gallons are being sup-
plied to the dwellers through
34 tubewells and 162 km long
pipeline.

To meet the people’s dé-

mand the Water Supply
Department ' of Khulna City

Corpuraunnhlnphmthg
project at a cost of Tk 5.
crore.
Snn::.’lﬂtubc-dhl-diu
km pipeline will be installed
under this project which will
supply another 30 to 40 lakh

gallons of water to the
dwellers. After the implemen-
lation of the preject the acute
problem will be solved to a
great extent, officials said.
Meanwhile, it is appre-
hended that the crisis will
deepen further in near future
as eight to ten out of 40 run-
ning tubewells may go out of
order at any time as the
ound water level is falling

urther.




