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Boro paddy on
1000 acres

under water
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 22 : Standing

bore paddy plants on more

than 1000 acres of land In

Companyganj thana went un-
der water by on rush of water
from hilly areas across the
border on Monday morming.

According to official
sources, boro crops of four
haors namely, Rautir Beel,
Dolain Beel, Chhoto Padhar
and Baro Padhar have been in-
undated causing extensive
losses to the farmers.

Another report says - A con-
vict in a murdér case was
caught after 16 years by the
police of Biswanath thana in
the early hours of Monday.

Abdur Rouf of village Naodhar-

was sentenced to suffer
years of rigorous imprison-
ment.

20

He killed one Azizullah of

village Goahari on October 10,
1977.
given in absentia.
country for abroad using ‘fake
names, several times it is al-
leged.

One killed

in road

mishap
From Our Correspondent
SYLHET, Mar 22: A young-
man was crushed to death un-
der the wheels of a s ing
microbus at Charkhai on
Sylhet- Jaklgnnj highway
Saturday noon.' The accident
took place at about 1 pm when
the victim, Enam Uddin, 22
tried to cross the road. He

died on the spot.

Beanibazar police has seized
the migrobus (Dhaka Metro
Cha-02-0579) and arrested its

driver. Abdul Haque. A case has
heen registered. v

Notes from

Jamalpur

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Mar 22
Property worth about Taka two
lakp were gutted in a devastat-
ing fire in Kazaikata village of
Islampur thana of the district
recently.

Witnesses said, one cattle

and several poultry birds were -

killed in the incident.

Raghu Moni Singh, TNO of
Islampur visited to the spot.

In another fire incident in
the same village, property
worth Taka 15.000 were 1:111
ted. %

One, Jaigon Begum (22) was
tburnt aline in her hoyse in the
“fire incident.

Agri fair held

A two-day-long agricultural
fair was held at Melandah
thana  agriculture olflice re-
cendy.
e fair was lormally
opened by Pores (handra
Desh, Additional Direclor of
Agriculture Division,
Mymensingh area.

A total of 200 items of vari-
ous agricultural products was
displayed at the fair.

. In this connection a cere-
mony was held to distribute
prizes among the wieners at
the same venue with Melandah
thana Agriculture Officer Md
Seltanuddin Ahmed in the
chair. The function was ad-
dressed by Md Fazlul Hug,
Deputy Director at
Mymensingh area (Agri),
Melandah Thana Nirbahi

Officer BC Debanath and
others.

77 held on various
charges

A total of 77 persons was
arrested from different areas
of the district from in last one
month, according to official

I The crimes commitied in-

clude theft murder, cattle

tivities.
Young girl
commits suicide

A young girl named Tamina
Begum has commutted suicide
by taking poison at village
Gobergoan of Madarganj thana
recently.

Reasons behind her suicide
con not be known.

An UD case was lodged
ey
A total 150 was in-
jured, 15 of them in

different clashes in last one
month.

According to police
sources, 45, persons were
admitted to the thana health
compiexes. Seventeen cases
have been filed in separate po-
lice stations and courts.
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MADARIPUR, Mar
Children of Madaripur and
Shariatpur districts have becn
facing vitamin-A deficiency and
suffering from malnutrition
due to ignorance of their
mothers, says UNB.

According to the district
health administration, about
700 infants of the districts
have already lost their eye-
sights.

A recent survey carried out
by district health officials said,
infant mortality rate in the two
districts has increased alarm-
ingly with the reluctance of
more and more mothers 1o
breast-feeding.

About 65 per cent of the to-
tal kids of these districts have
been suffering from different
kinds of diseases due to mal-
nutrition.

Civil Surgeons of Madaripur
and Shariatpur said, young
mothers of both rural and ur-
ban areas are reluctant to
breast feeding as they think
breast milk is not essential for
their infants.

Mosi of the mothers also
fear that breast feeding might
be the cause of losing their
beauty.

Another survey showed Lhat

65pc children suffering
from malnutrition

30 per cent of both, rural and
urban mothers preferred to
feed their children with alter-
native baby food.

Distribution of vitamin-A
capsules in the districts failed
to produce the desired results
due to lack of consciousness
among the district dwellers,
officials here commented.

Fund crisis hits

education

Academic pursuit in all the
private high achﬂnls in the dis-
trict is being impeded due to
shertage of furniture, accom-
modation, fund and inadequate
library facilities.

According to school author-
ities, many schools which are
yet to receive government affil-
iation are facing closure.
Teachers of these schools are
leaving their jobs as they are®
being deprived of salary for
months.

Many schools damaged by
cyclonic: storms and floods
have not been repaired inspite
of repeated demands.

Guardians said. many stu-
denls have already stopped
their studies due to problems
prevailing in these schools.

They urged the concerned
authorities to look into the
matter and take immediates.

steps to accord affiliation to

these schools and take mod-
ernisation schemes to improve
the academic pursuits.
Apnother report says
Construction of new houses

and repairing of old ones in
the district are being ham-

pered due to shortage of bam-
boo. .

Informed source said, the
traditional bamboo-based cot-
tage industries are also facing
setback due to same reason.

According to sources, most
of the bamboo growing areas
are shrinking. due to indis-
criminate selling of bamboo
clusters to the brickfield own-
ers by the ignorant farmers.

Besides, pride of the bam-
boo has increased which is be-
yond the purchasing capacity
of , the common people.
Medium size bamboo is now
being sold between Taka 60
and Taka 70, it is learnt.

Local people urged the con-
cerned authorities to motivate
the people how to..maintain
and develop the baniboe clus-
ters for the economic benefit
of the growers.
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Chowkider |

shot dead

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Mar 22 : A
chowkider of Sagordari union
under Keshabpur thana M the
district was shot dead by a
group of armed out lawed party
activists at Chingrabazar on
Sunday night.

It is learnt, about 130
members of the party
equipped with arms raided ' a
cycle shop at the bazar and
searched for local union
chairman Hafiz Md Rahajuddin
and the chowkider Tasiruddin
Torufder.

The chairman managed to
flee away through back door of
the shop. But the chowkider
could not escape. He was
caught and dragged to the near
by ferry ghat by this group and
shot him dead by opening a
number of fires on him. They.
then left the place leaving the

Police of Sagordari Camp
under command of O/C,
Keshabpur thana picked up the

body and sent to hospital
postmortem.

A case has been n:cnrded
with local thana in this con-
nection.

12 ideal villages to

be set up

BARISAL, Mar 22: Govern-
ment has undertaken a
comprehensive programme to
construct twelve ideal villages

in three thanas of Barisal

sadar, Banaripara and Mehen-
digonj during the current
fiscal year, reports BSS.
According to Relief and
Rehabilitation Office sources,
government has sanctioned
1,256 meiric tons of wheat to
complete the work for the

rpose.

Of the total, 481 metric
tons of wheat have been sanc-
tioned for four ideal villages in
Barisal sadar thana, 75 metric
tons for one ideal village in
Banaripara and 700 metric
tons for seven ideal villages in
Mehendigonj thana.

The villages .are: Panbaria,
Hayatsar, Chasi Patang, Rajar-
char, Duttapara Darirchar
Khajuria, Gagaria. Rang Rang
Lagachar, Bidyanandapur,
Kalikapur, Sadekpur and Char
Bholanath.

The work of these projects
will be completed by May.

.ither report says: The
741 birth anniversary of

Rahman, the father of the na-

Lﬂangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

tion. was observed in this dis-
trict Thursday with due re-
spect.

A function was held at the
Aswini Kumar Town Hall with
Syed Dulal in the chair.

Organized by the Barisal
district unit of Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote, the function
was addressed. among others,
by Hemayet Uddin Ahmed,
Préf Nazmul Hossain Akash.
and Sukrity Mukharjee Devid.

The speakers spoke on the
life and works of the great late
lcadcr .of the soil.

" They also said, the defeated
enemies killed Bangabandhu
on August 15, 1975 only to
spoil the dreams and aspira-
tions of the Bangabandhu for
building a happy and prosper-
ous

The local leaders also gar-
landed the portrait of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
Marn.

Mizanur Rahman 14, passen-
ger of a ferry boat drowned in
Gabkhan river Friday evening
when the ill-fated ferryboat
capsized after colliding with a

coming from ' Hularhat
Perojpur district to Barisal.

passenges launch, ML Sharii-2
of \

|

MAGURA., Mar 22: Agri-
culture Minister M Majid-Ul-
Haq said the present gov-
ernment had undertaken all
possible steps to ensure pro-
per distribution of necessary
agricultural imputs, including
fertilizer and HYV seeds
among the farmers to sustain
the present trend of produc-
tion. reports UNB.

The Minister said. this
while addressing a sponta-
neous gathering of farmers at
Baliadanga village on Sunday.

He was visiting a boro scheme
at the village

The scheme |ncludes 100
acres of land cultivated by lo-
cally innovated HYV beoro
paddy .

The production under the
scheme in the last season was
45 maund per acre and in the
current season the production

target has been fixed at 50
maund per acre.

The Agriculture Minister
went round different parts of
the scheme and talked to the
farmers to know their necessi-
ties. said an official handout.

Majid-Ul-Haq said, the main
source of our national income
comes from agriculture sector.
So. the present government
was very much concerned
about the total development of
agriculture.

The country will be able to
attain self-sufficiency in food

production if the present

lrend of production continues,
the Minister told the farmers.

He also advised the farmers
to cultivate "Napiler Grass” to
mitigate the shortage of fod-
der.

A BSS report says: Energy
and Mineral Resources Minis-
ter Dr Khandokar Mosharraf
Hossain said here on Sunday
that private initiative would be
encouraged side by side with
the government efforts to
meet the country's demand for
power supply.

Addressing the officers of
Electricity Department, the

Tk 65 lakh
sanctioned
for town
uplift works

TANGAIL. Mar 22: Govern-
ment has sanctioned Taka 65
lakh as second installment for
development of Tangail
paurashava in this fiscal year,
says a BSS report.

Official sources said that
Taka sixieen lakh will be
utilise for the construction of
Katcha Danga airport road.
Taka eleven lakh will be used
in developing Hazraghat road
and rest will be spent for con-
structing infrastructure, in-
cluding road. drains and cul-
veris

Govt taken steps to ensure
distribution of agri inputs

Energy Minister said produc-
tion and distribution of power
was an expensive and risky
system, according to a PID
handout.

He said, it was not possible
for the government alone to
invest adequate amount of
money to produce and dis-
tribute power to meet the de-
mand of the country.

Dr Hossain pointed out that
Taka eight crore was required
for production and distribution
of one megawait of power. He
said, although the installed ca-
pacity of power in the country
was 2600 megawatl at present,

but real production was about
1900 megawatt,

He said, with a view (o
meeting the present demand
of electricity in the country,
power generation capacity
would have to be increased Lo
at least ten thousand meg-
awall.

The Energy Mimister said at
present only 18 per cent of
the country's population was
enjoying the facility of electric-
ity. He said, there was no al-
ternative o integrate private
initiative to provide facility of
electricity to the remaining 82
per cent population.

He said, it would not be
possible Lo achieve balanced
development in all parts of the
country unless power supply
facility could be extended all
over the country.

! Women at work in the hl' Textile Mills.

—mE . T

FP activities far from
satisfactory

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Mar 22: The
progress of the family planning
and population control activi-
ties in the district is not satis-
factorily.

The population of the dis-
trict is increasing rapidly.

The family planning author-
ity of the district has failed to
achieve 60 per cent tnrg:t of
the work during the last 10
months due to irregularities
and negligence of the staff, {t
is alleged.

The family welfare centre
remains under lock and key
and the staff are not available
during office hours, it is al-
leged.

Most of the feld workers
do not reside in the locality
from where they have been
appointed. A few female work-
ers go to the remote villages,
while the male workers reside
in the urban areas ignoring
their duties in the villages. It is
also reported that the stafl of

the department had misap--

propriated medicines.

Another report adds: The
Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED) has failed
to ensure supply of drinking
walter, it is learnt.

The department is en-
trusted with the task of In-
stalling tubewells, repairing
the disordered ones and main-
tain them properly to ensure
adequate supply of drinking

water for the rurgl people who
constitute 85 per cent of the
total population.

It is alleged that PHED offi-
cials hardly visit rural areas (o
inspect the operation of the
tubewells and takes any neces-
sary measures Lo repair and
maintain the tubewells.

As a result of this the num-
ber of disordered tubewells is
increasing sharply

At present more than one
thousand tubewells are out of

order throughout the district.

Most of the people in rural ar-
eas are forced to take water
from ponds, rivers, canals and
become easy prey Lo various in-
testjnal diseases including di-
arrhoea and dysentery.

The villagers urged the
concerned authorities to look
into the matter and take im-
mediate steps (o ensure
smooth supply of drinking wa-
ter in the rural areas.

Meanwhile, kutcha latrines
have been threatening publiq

health at the district head-
quarters for quite a long time.
Human excreta are left scat-
tered polluting the environ-
ment. Flies, mosquitoes and
other insects carry germs
spreading various diseases
among the town dwellers.
Many kutcha latrines have
been set up by the side of the
roads, rivers and canals much
to the inconvenience of the lo-

cal people.

The
treatment facilities at the local
sadar hospital are quite inade-
quate.

The hospital was estab-
lished long ago, when the
population of the district was
small. The population has inc-
reased manifold but facilities
could not be at the hospital.
Pressure of patients has
increased manifold but the
existing staff are unable to
cope with the demand.

It was first started before
Liberation War as 100-bed
hospital without any additional
facilities. The hospital now ac-
commodates 130 to 150 pa-
tients in a very unhygienic
condition.

The amount allocated for
each | patient is Taka 18
per day including the cost of
medicine and diet. The total
annual allocation is Taka about
7.00000. As there is no sepa-
rate allocation for the out-door
patient the expenditures are
met out of the allocation of In-
door patients which is quite
inadequate to meet the grow-
ing demands

The insufficient allocation
of fund is the cause of deterio-

ration of the quality of diet and
dearth of medicines Like pri

vate clinics. the patients are to
purchase everything they need

The condition of the opera-
tion theatre is deplorable.
Dearth of instruments ham-
pers the normal operations.
The number of operations has
increased with the increase of
poplﬂnl:lnn.

The wards remain over
crowded with the patients and
the condition of beds is de-
plorable due to the dearth of
adequate number of bed-
sheets, pillow covers and mat-
resses.

Many patients coming from
far-flung areas are refused ad-
mission for want of accommo-
dation.

District roundup

Mﬁ.DARIFURI

“Dacoit held
with arms,

ammunition

Mar 22 : Police arrested an
alleged dacoit with arms and
ammunition when he was
preparing to commit dacoity at
Moralkandi village in Shibchar
thana on Thursday, reports
UNB. :

Police following a tip-off
raided the village and nabbed
Chanmia with three pipe guns,
10 bullet and one dao. Chan
hailed from Lalbagh, Dhaka,
police said.

Police also recovered four
pipe guns, 12 bullets and ar-
rested five members of the

outlawed Sharbahara Party

from the Shibchar thana in the
last week.

Meanwhile, Police Superin-
tendent of the district in a
mass contact programme has
been seeking -cooperation of all
sections of people to help
combat the violence in order
to improve the law and order
situation in the district fur-
ther.

KHULNA

More children
becoming
victim ot
diarrhoea

Mar 22: Children aic -
creasingly being attacked by
diarrhoea in Khulna region
during the this year causing
alarm among the people, re-
poris UNB.

According to Khulna I D
Hospital. of the 295 diarrhoea
altacked people admitted for
treatinent in the last two
months. 60 per cent of them
were children. During Lhe pe-
riod four of Lhem died.

Lasl year, about 6.632 peo-
ple were attacked and 37 of
them died, the sources added»

Besides, rate of child mor-
tality has also increased in the
region due to attack by other
diseases like pneumonia, mal-
nutrition, vitamin deficiency.,
meningitis, birth-trauma in the
District Child Hospital.

Sources said, about 4,484
children were admitted to the
hospital in the last year and of
them 300 died.

Of them, some 170 chil-
dren died of diarrhoea, 27
died of pneumonia. 26 died of
ueningitis and

other diseases like vilamin de-
ficiency. birth-trauma.

LALMONIRHAT

Two killed,
2 injured
in road mishap

Mar 22: Two people were
killed and two others seriously
injured, when a bus rammed a
rickshaw at Borobari in sadar
‘thana on the Kurigram-Bogra
highway Sunday, reperts UNB.

The dead were identified as
Ranjit Chandra Roy 22, and
Haroshbi Rani 60. They died
on the spot.

Rickshawpuller,
and the other
Madhabi 14 were admitted
into Lalmonirhat Health
Complex.

Police said, the Bogra bound
passenger bus from Kurigram
hit a rickshaw with three pas-
sengers while trying to®over-
take a truck at 11 in the mom-
ing.

The bus’managed to flee. A
case has been filed with the
sadar thana.

Helal 25,
passenger

' C' NAWABGANJ

Smuggled
Indian goods
flood markets

Mar 22: Smuggled Indian
goods have flooded the mar-
kets and sold in the border ar-
eas of five thanas of the dis-
trict, says UNB

According to sources,
smugglers are active in border
areas and contrabands are
available abundantly in remote
village mlarkets of the
Shibganj, Bholahat, Gomosta-
pur, Nachol and sadar thanaa.

The smuggled goods,
cluding sarees, lungi. spare
parts of bicycle and uhn]l‘hw
engines, razer blades,
matches, sugar, salt, rice,
paddy. ata, flour, wheat, eggs,
edible oil., cosmetics, phen
sidyl syrup and cattle, are be
ing sold in every markets.

Local elite alleged, smug-
gling and selling of contra-
bands are going on before the

presence of concerned offi-
tals.
Besides. country made

products including spare parts
of bicycles, shallow engines,

razer blades and match boxes
are losing markets due to
cheaper prices of these
Smuggled contrabands.

it is also informed that

indian flour and ata ar¢ being
sold in different hats and
bazars of the bordering areas at
comparatively lower prices

threatening the existence of
local mills.

NOAKHALI
Anti-social
activities
On rise

Mar 22: Anti-social activi-
ties, including gambling and
drug addiction, in Hatiya
thana, particularly at Chow-

rangi Bazar, is increasing
alarmingly causing concern

among the people, reports
Local people alleged that a

large number of school and
college students gathler in dif-
ferent corners of the bazar in
the evening and engage in
gambling and take spuri

ous
drugs, including ganja and

Indian Phensidyl syrup.
Some medicine and ganja

traders are selling ganja and
Phensidyls to the youths before
the nose of the law enforeers,
they added.

"Police are not seen active
t0 curb the rising trend of
drug abuse and save the young
generation from the path of
self-destruction”, a frus-
trated school teacher.

He, however, attributed this
degradation of the youths to

. the lack of sports and recre-

ational facilities and shifting of
the Hatiya police station to a
remote area.

Local lr.aders urged the
concerned authorities to take
necessary steps to stop the
anti-social activities without
further delay. :

_ JHENIDAH

77 died of-

Development
programmes
In progress

Mar 22: Local Government
Engineering Department has
been implementing various
programmes including devel-
opment of primary schools,
growth centres connecting

.roads in Kaligonj thana of

Jhenidah district, reports BSS.

Under these programmes,
construction of buildings for
22 registered non-government
primary schools and supply of
required furniture at a cost of
Taka one crore and six lakh
are being done. Besides, an-
other project has also been
undértaken for the repair, re-
construction and supply of
necessary furniture to the sev-
enteen out of a total of 66 gov-
ernment primary schools of
the thana at a cost of Taka
forty lakh. =

MeoTeaver, constraction
work of 15 kilometre (km)
long Kaliganj — Arpara via Kola.
Bazar and 15 km long Kaligan|
Arpara via Kazir bazar roads are
being implemented at a cost of
Taka one crore fifty lakh.

Meanwhile, earth work of
57 km long connecting roads
with all the five growth cen-
tres has been completed re-
cently.

SMGAN_,_I_
Two killed,
six 1njured

in road accidents

Mar 22: Two people were
killed and six injured seriously
in two road accidents in the
district Monday, reports UNB.

One person was killed and
six others injured when a
tempo skidded off the road
into a ditch at Pachlia on the
Sirajganj-Bogra road In
Ullapara thana at 12 noon.

The dead was identified as
Motiur Rahman 60 of village
Shangachi in sadar thana. He
died on the spot.

The injured were admitted
to the Sirajganj General
Hospital and the body was sent
to the morgue for autopsy.

Police seized the Sirajganj-
bound tempo and arrested its
helper and driver.

In another accident, a, mi-
nor boy was crushed under the
wheels of a speeding truck on
the Bogra-Nagarbari highway at
Sarishakol in sadar thana.

COMILLA

77 smugglers
held, goods

worth Tk 2.9 cr

seized

Mar 22 : Bangladesh Rifles
arrested 77 alleged smugglers

and seized smuggled goods
worth Taka 2.95 crore during

the year 1993 wreports UNB.

Official sources said, the
goods were seized while being
smuggled into Bangladesh in-
clude Indian sarees, blouse
pieces, lungis, pulses,
turmeric, cows, bamboo, tim-
ber, luxury items, spares of bi-
cycle and rickshaw, engine,
fruits, electronic match
boxes, phensidyl syrup. liquor,
ganja, medicine etc. The
amount was estimated at Taka
2.90,29 990.

On the other hand, goods
worth Taka 2.29.572 were
seized while being sm

out of the country include

dry fish, kansha, copper, edi-
ble oil ete.



