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A strong earthquake rocked the Los Angeles
possible aftershock to the devastating January 17 quake,
Reuter reports from Los Angeles. ;

The quake. which occurred at about 4:15 pm est (2116
GMT). shook tall buildings, knocked items off shelves and
sent loose shingles falling from roofs but there were no re-

ports of significant damage or injuries.
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Police and fire officials immediately went on-alert to check

for damage to structures and freeways.

Los Angeles has been shaken by hundreds of a aftershocks
since January's 6.8-magnitude quake, which killed 60 people
and caused damage estimated at up to 20 million dollars.
Gunmen kill 4 E%tian COPS: Four
Egyptian policemen were killed wounded on Sunday
when gunmen opened fire at a police vehicle in the town of
Sidfa. 25 km (15 miles) south of the southern city of Assiut,
the Interior Ministry said, Reuter reports from Cairo.

Security sources said they expected the attack was the
work of the Muslim militant Gama's Al-Islamiya.

Prominent Nicaraguan poet dies:
Poet Jose Coronel Urtecho, a pillar of Nicaragua's literary

"Vanguard movement” of the 1950s died Saturday on his farm
in southern Nicaragua, friend of the family

Reuter reports from Managua.
Coronel and others in the Vanguard movement are cred-

ited with injecting renewed impeortance into Nicaraguan po-
etry following the death in 1916 of Ruben Dario, a Nicaraguan
who is widely considered on the greatest poets ever (o write
in Spanish.

Based in the colonial capital of Granda, the Vanguard
movement included Pablo Antonio Cuadra, a peace advocate
poetry was nominated for a Nobel Prize last year. >

ad mishap kills 19 in UAE:

Nineteen Pakistani workers were killed when their minibus
collided with a fertiliser-laden truck on a foggy highway
Sunday, officials and diplomats said, AP reports from Abu

Dhalbi.
The crash occurred on the road between Abu Dhabi and Al-

Aain, a city in Abu Dhabi emirate. The bus driver was killed,
while the driver of the truck survived and was hospitalised in
intensive care, officials said.

Lt Col Zayed Saqr Hamdan, director ®f the Abu Dhabi
Traffic and Licensing Department, blamed the accident on

reckless driving.

20 killed in bridge collapse

”

* At least 20
people died and others were missing Sunday after the

collapse of a chain bridge loaded with spectators watching a

river boat race, authorities said. AFP reports from Quito.
About 500 people were on the bridge outside the cily of

Vinces north of the coastal city of Guayaquil watching an an-

nual regatta when the structure collapsed and sent the crowd
into the turbulent water below, .

Boat operators, including race participants, scrambled to
save the spectators as a local television crew filming the race
also recorded the disaster. About 20 bodies were recovered
and 40 people were hospitalised.
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Political violence claims 11 in SA: »

least 11 people were killed in political violence in South
Africa's Natal province on Sunday, African National Congress
(ANC) officials said, Reuter reports from Durban.

ANC Spokesman Roy Ainslie said five people were killed in
Ndwedwe back rural area north of Durban. Three more were
killed in Bhambayt Squatter Settlement outside Durban and
two more near the south coast resort town of port Shepstone.

The deaths followed clashes between supporters of the
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party and ANC supporters in the
Kwa-Mashu township outside Durban on Sunday.

Quake shakes Japan: a moderate
_earthquake measuring 4.7 on the Ric scale rocked large

as of northern Japan on Monday, but there were no
reports of casualties or damage, the Meteorological agency
said, AFP from Tokyo. , _

The epicenter of the guake, which struck at 8:22 am
(1122 GMT Sunday), was located some 500 kilometers (310
miles) north of Tokyo. thé agency said.

it said there were no fears of tsunami seismic tidal wayes

from the earthquake.

A quake measuring four on the Richter scale is capable of

causing moderate damage in a populated area. while one mea-
suring five can cause considerable damage.

Floods take 5 in Indonesia: rooane

in hundreds of villages in East Java, Indonesia, has killed at
least five people and inundated thousands of hectares (acres)
of agricultural land. an official said yesterday. AFP reports
from Jakarta.

The official from the East Java natural disaster coordinat-
ing body. who asked not to be nhamed. said the floods over the
past two weeks had killed two people in Bojonegoro and
three in Tuban.

The flooding also inundated thousands of hectares of farms

as well as fish and shrimp ponds. causing losses of more than *

one billion rupiah, the official said.

UAE may eventually

deal with Iraq

ABU DHABI, Mar 2]: United
Emirates (UAE) President
Zaid Bin Sultan Al-
. hinting his country
could eventually deal with
Saddam Hussein. said Sunday
he was hopeful the iragi leader
would change for the better,
reporis AFP.

Sheikh Zaid. 77. blamed
Saddam for the suffering of the
iragi people who have been
under tight United Nations
sanctions for more than three
years because of Baghdad's
1990 invasion of neighbouring
Kuwait

“We pray to God to guide

Saddam Hussein some day,”
Sheikh Zaid said in an inter-
view with the London-based

dafly Al-Hayat.

“Iif all Arabs reached agree-
ment, he could change his
views and take the right path
that will please the Iragi peo-
ple and the Arab nation. This
could happen and we

Most Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states hawve
ruled out dealing with lrag so
long as Saddam remaine in
pOWeT .

.International

US may seek UN action to force 1 T

DPRK to open its N-sites

. WASHINGTON, Mar 21:
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said Sunday that
Washington would seek UN
action to force North Korea to
open its suspected nuclear
arms programme to intefna-
tional inspection. predicting
China would go along. reports
Reuter.

But President Clinton, arriv-

28 kg of heroin
seized in Bangkok

BANGKOK., Mar 21: Thai
agents seized more than 28 KG
(62 pounds) of heroin and ar-
rested three Chinese’ men who
were allegedly planning to ex-
port the drugs, a ‘narcotics
suppr bureau official said

today. reports Reuter.

The three, aged 25 to 35.
were arrested at a house in a
northern suburb of Bangkok on
Friday. The agents also seized
two handguns, scales and

packaging equipment.

ing in Miami for a meeting on
health care and other. issues,
told reporters North Korea
could still aveid UN sanctions
and said the United States was
not trying to escalate tensions
between both countries.

“I'm not trying to ratchet up
the tension, I'm just trying to
work through this in a very de-
liberate but very firm and dis-
ciplined way,” Clintpn said.
“We just have to see what they
do now. We have been entirely
reasonable and forthcoming.

Asked if sanctions could be
averted, Clinton said, "of
course they can”. He said the
decision was up to North
Korea, but added, "we also
have some hope that they
(North Korea) will go forward.”

Speaking on the CBS televi-

- sion programme face the na-

tion, Christopher said possible

moves could include trade
sanctions as part of an interna

.tional effort to force compli--

ance.
"We'll be seeking a resolu-

tion. Think well be preparing
for trade sanctions, but exactly
what happens in the UN. We'll
have to see what happens next
week, Christopher said. )
A team of inspectors from
the International Atomic.
Energy Agency (IAEA), the UN
nuclear watchdog, said last
week that Pyongyang had not
given it unfettered access to
nuclear sites, and it had not
been able to verify North
Korean compliance with the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Tre-
Christopher said China,
which has a veto on UN
Security Council action, shared
the West's interest in prevent-
ing nuclear proliferation on
the Korean peninsula. :
AFP from Seoul adds:
President Kim Young-Sam to-
tlay said the stationing of de-

fensive Patriot missiles on US
bases in South Korea was nec-

essary and that they should be
deployed as soon as possible.
The spokesman said Kim

had stressed that the missiles .

were purely defensive in na-
ture. )
Meanwhile, North Korea
warned the United States on
Monday its breach of an
agreement to resume high-
level talks was pushing
Pyongyang towards withdraw-
ing from a global pact limiting
the spread of nuclear weapons.

Red Cross team
in Kashimir -

SRINAGAR, Mar 21: A four-
member Red Cross team ar-
rived here today on a fact-find-.
ing mission in the troubled
northern state of Kashmir, of-
ficials said, reports AFP.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
officials held talks with
Srinagar's city administrator
BR Singh and Kashmir addi-
tional Chief Secretary Meh-
mood ur Rahman at the state
summer secretariat here, they

Arafat ﬁrges Russia to help
implement UNSC

TUNIS, Mar 21: PLO leader
Yasser Arafat on Sunday urged
Russia to help speed up im-
plementation of a UN Security
Council decision over the pro-
tection of Palestinians in the
occupied territories, reports
Reuter.

Arafat made the demand
during a meeting in Tunis with
Victor Posuvalyuk, President
Boris Yeltsin's special repre-
sentatlive, the Palestinian news
agency - Wafa said.

Russia is co-sponsor with
the United States of the
Middle East peace process.

The move to protect
Palestinians was part of UN
resolution on Friday conde-
mning the massacre of some
53 Palestinians by a Jewish
settler in the Hebron Mosque
in the occupied West Bank on
February 25.

Talks between the Pale-
stine Liberation Organisation
(PLO} and Israel on imple-
menting their September
peace deal giving Palestinians
limited self-rule were

PLD chief Yisser Arafat (R) resches out o sh

suspended after the killing.
Meanwhile. an Israeli dele-

gation met PLO leader Yasser

Arafat in Tunis on Sunday
night to try to get the
Palestinians back to talks on
implementing their joint
peace accord, thrown into dis-
array by the Hebron mosque
massacre.

A PLO official said they dis-
cussed measures to ensure the
security of Palestinians in the
occupied territories.

PLO sources said the Israeli
team arrived in the afternoon

aboard a US aircraft from*'a
military base in Ilaly.

Israeli television reported
that Tunisia turned away the
Israeli delegates executive jet
which was diverted to Sicily.

Tunisia airgort officials said
they were not aware of any di-
version.

' The security issue became
paramount after Jewish settler
Baruch Goldstein gunned down
about 30 Palestinians in a
mosque in the West Bank
town of Hebron on Februarv
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Possuvaliuk as they meet in Tunis March 20.

ake hands with Russia's special envoy

decision

The slaughter halted talks
on implementing last Septem-
ber's IsraeH-PLO deal on
limited self-rule in the Gaza
Strip and Jericho — already
delayed by wrangling over an
Israeli pull-out from the areas.

Before leaving Tel Aviv,
Foreign Ministry Director-
General Uri Savir, the Israeli
delegation leader, said:
There is principally a need to
pave the way to negotiations."

Savir said Israel would
comply with UN resolution
904 adopted last Friday de-
manding Israel guarantee the
safety of Palestinians and allow
a temporary international
presence. _

The United Nations and the
European Union offered to
send observers to the occupied
territories.

Israel radio said Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres could
meet Arafat ip Paris o6n
Thursday if Peres 'vere con-
vinced it weuld end in agree-
ment to resume talks. -
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15,000 Cambodians flee into

Thailand to escape fighting

BATTAMBANG (Cambodia),
Mar 21: About 15,000 Cambo-
dians fled into Thailand (v
escape fighting for the main
base of the Khmer Rouge
guerillas. Thai state radio re-
ported. as the town's fate re-
mained uncertain, says Reuter,

The Cambodian government
said its troops had captured
the guerillas’ Pailin strong-
hold, but weary government
soldiers returning from the
front on Sunday said heavy
fighting was continuigg and
the army had suffered many
casualties

Details were sketched as

the army stopped western re-
porters [ron travelling closer
than 30 KM ( 20 miles) b
the flighting.

Pailin is known as a base lor
the Khmer Rouge leadership
including Pol Pot, the shadow
communist revplutionary who
led their region of agrarian
terror in the 19708 in which
more than a million Cambo-
dians died.

The rich gem fields around
Pattin have been the lifeblood
of the Khmer Rouge's insur
gency since it captured the
area in 1989,

The gem mines, said to be

among the richest in Southeast
Asia. have earned milllons of
dollars a month for guerillas
dealing with Thal businesses
just across the border,

A Khmer Rouge officials at
the office the group is still al-
lowed to maintain in Phnom
Penh denied Pailin had fallen.
He - said the nearest fighting
was many miles away, a claim
contradicted by many other
SOUTCEes.

Khmer Rouge radio did not
broadcast its usual news bul
letin late on Sunday, the BBCU s
monitoring service reported.

Suharto for
int‘l action
to improve HR

JAKARTA, Mar 21: Indo-
nesia's President Suharto
called today for intermnational
action to improve human
rights, criticising world pow-
ers which sought to impose
their own views as a condition
for economic cooperation, re-
ports Reuter.

“No country has the right
to dictate their own concepts
or views to another country...
let alone to force their will as a
condition for international
economic cooperation,” he

"It is logical that human
rights must be protected and
improved by all member coun-
tries of the United Nations.
This needs to be impleménted
through international coopera-
tion based on equality,”
Suharto told a gathering of
Indonesian envoys.

Suharto did not mention
amy country but Indonesia has
been criticised by US Pre-
sident Bill Clinton's ad-

ministration, which has sought
to link human and labour
rights with trade:

Egyptian forces
shot dead 6

Muslim militants

ASSUIT {(Egypt), Mar 21:
Egyptian security forces shot
dead six Muslim militants in
southern Egypt today in a
dawn raid, securily sources
said, reports Reuter,

They sajd the security
forces were hunting the men
who ambushed a police vehicle
on Sunday. killing five police-
menn.

The sources said all six men
killed in today's attack were
members of the Muslim mili-
tant Gama'a al-1slamiya, which
has been fighting a violent two-
year campaign to overthrow
the government of President
Hosni Mubarak.

Today's shooting took place
in the village of Balayza, near
the town of Abu Tig, 345 (KM
(215 miles) south of Cairo.

F1j1 to-restore
diplomatic ties
with India

SUVA, Fiji, Mar 21: Fiji's
newly re-elected government
will seek 1o restore full diplo-
matic relations with India,
President Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara sald today, reports

“Reuter.

Speaking at the opening of
parliament. Mara said the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Sitiven]! Rabuka would invite
India to re-open its embassy in
Fiji "as soon as practicable”.

Diplomatic ties between the
two countries were severed in
May 1990 after Fiji ordered
closure of the Indian embassy
in the capital, Suva, and expul-
sion of all diplomats.
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Ranger Caroline Heijnen introduces females Jaqui (L) and
Magenta (R) to mates (clockwise from top Tight) Quart,
Todd, Dopey, Douglas, Gary, Tony and Banksia in the new
1,500 square metre Koala Kingdom enclosure at the Lone
Pine sanctuary near Brisbane March 21. The sanctuary,
which allows the endangeréd marsupials to be viewed in
their natural habitat, is the world's largest with 136
resident koalas. | — AFP photo

Disciater failed todi E
-~ their celebrations

KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysian couple, whose house was
burnt down ahead of a grand wedding reception, decided the
disaster was not going to disrupt their celebrations, a news-
paper said Surniday, reports AFP.

Siti Zunaidah, 20, and Beau Khaireza Jamaluddin, 33, held

- a wedding feast Saturday under tents pitched on the site of

their house which was gutted on Tuesday, The Daily Star re-
ported.

The couple, both hotel employees, were married at a
mosque in eastern Pahang state on Friday.

Zunaidah said she and her husband welcomed guests to
the party with mixed feelings, as the rubble of their former
home provided a sad backdrop to the festivities. .

The bride said she was touched by generous cash: presents
from the guests adding that she had lost virtually everything,
including a 2,000 ringgit (740 dollar) dowry from the groom,
in the blaze.

Successful followers of
Bobbitt case

LOS ANGELES: A woman who castrated her husband with a
pair of scissors was acquitted Friday of mayhem and assault
with a deadly weapon, but jurors failed to reach a verdict on
the lesser charge of battery, reports AP. '

The prosecutor said he would seek to have Aurelia Macias
retried on the battery charge.

Macias, who sobbed when she testified about how she cas-
trated her husband, showed no emotion as the verdicts were
read, She rushed from the courthouse without comment
afterward. '

She testified that she cut off Jaime Macias' testicles on
September 20, 1992, because h¢ was about to rape her and
she feared for her life. She also said she had been beaten and
abused throughout her 17-year marriage.

Prosecutors accused Macias of inventing the battered-wife
defence because she had seen it successfully used in the case
of Lorena Bobbitt, a native Ecuadoran who cut off her hus-
band's penis. A jury acquitted Bobbitt by reason of temporary
insanity.

Jurtzrs said afterward they believed Macias was a battered
wife who acted in self-defence.

Some jurors accused Deputy District Attorney Larry Longo
of using sexist and possibly racist language during the trial.

Mandela makes his own bed

CAPE TOWN: African National Congress (ANC) leade
Nelson Mandela. almost certain to become South Africa's firs
hlack President in May.
disclosed on Sunday he
makes his own bed
everyday. reports Reuter.

Mandela, who has lived
alone in Johannesburg since
he and his wife Winnie
separated two years ago,

Tunisian
president
re-elected

TUNIS (Tunisia), Mar 21
Running unopposed. President
Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali was re-
elected to a new five-year term
with 99 percent of the vote,
according to partial returns
released Monday by the gov-
ernment, reports AP,

His party, the Democratic
Constitutional Assembly also
trounced six small opposition

in parliamentary elec-

Sunday, winning more

than 95 per cent of the votes

with 60 per cent of the resuits

counted. the Interior Ministry
saw!

Final results were sched
uled to be announced late

Monday

Hosokawa

TOKYO, Mar 21: He may
have been the first Japanese
leader to tell Washington 'neo’
to its face, but the political
fortunes of Prime Minister
Morihirc Hosokawa are hardly
brimming over these days, re-
ports IPS.

While he had to support of

most his countrymen when he
stood up to US President Bill
Clinton during their February
summit. Hosokawa is far from
being viewed by the Japanese
public as their Knight in shin-
ing armour.

Indeed. although he has
been in office for only less than

a year. Japan's former golden

image. largely
berause he failed to fulfil

of the promises he made dur-
ing the campaign.

told a rally for next month's
all race elections he also
cooked some of his own
meals.

‘I make my own bed
every day. | don’t allow the
ladies who look after me to
do it, | make my own bed.”

" can cook a decent
meal.... | can polish a floor
Why can't you do it” he

asked, to the delight of women in his audience ol about 6,000

blacks in a Cape Town township

Mandela, 75, said he learned to make his bed and to polish
floors during his 27 years in jail for opposing white rule.
An ANC official said recently that Mandela still maintained

aspects of the punishing routine imposed in prison. including
getting up everyday at 4:30 am to exercise and work.

probably the 1st Japanese PM to tell US 'no' to its face

Hosokawa's unblinking
stance in Washingtion may have
been the only decisive move he
has made since he became
premier. For the past months,
the often beleaguered Japa
nese leader has spent his time
striking compromises with
members of his own political
coalition, if not saying sorry to
the public.

Last December. for in
stance, Hosokawa apelogised
for his failure to keep the
Japanese rice market closed as
he had pledged he would do
before becoming premuser

He argued that lifting the
ban on rice /mports was nec-
essary to keep Japan from be
coming painted as a villain in
the then ongoing General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). but the mowve so

angered even many his tradi-
tional constituents that they
have sworn never to believe
him again

Hosokawa rode into office
on the wings of cries for polit-
ical reforms less than a year
ago, toppling the once mighty
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
that has dominated Japanese
politics since the end of the
World War 1

The Japanese, fed up Wwith
38 years of dirty politics under
the LDP. voted enthusiastically
for Hosokawa's vision of a ‘New
Japan.

Most Japanese were
pleased that for the first time
they had a Primme Minister they
did not have to leel ashamed
about — a leader who scored
points for Lasteful clothes and

noble bearings

Hosbkawa is related to the
imperial family and, umtil re-
cently, was a regular lennis
partner of Emperor Akihito
He is Japan's first aristocrat
FPremier singe World War |l

But Hosokawa soon found
that Regal bloodlines can only
go so far when it comes to pol
itics. With corruption appar-
ently too entrenched to uproot
in one heave, his much-touted
political reform bill was passed
only after being watered down
considerably to suit the still-

powerful LDF kingmakers.

The bill sought to drasti-
cally alter Japan's multi-con-
stituency electoral system thal
is seen as the root cause of
corruption, but it is seen to be
loo weak to make a difference
Points out Japan expert Robert

Orr: “the bill that was finally
passed was a victory for the
LDF not for Hosokawa."

But the hl"’!‘l’ blow 1o
Hosokawa's popularity has
heen the tax measures he an-
nounced to stimulate Lhe
econbmy.

Nagged by the public and
other politicians for being too
slow to act in correcting the
slide of the Japanese economy.
Hosokawa's government
passed a 15.25 trillion yen
(140 billion US dellar] eco-
nomic stimulus package that
cut income and residential
taxes before the Premier made
his trip to Washington.

But to make up for loss in

revenue, Hosokawa went along
with bureaucrats who pushed

Japan's consumption lax to
seven per cent from three per
ce1it — only to withdraw the
announcement and apologise
the next day after facing re-
seniment from Socialists
within his coalition.

“The people have been pa-
tient, very patient. They even
swallowed the unpopular deci-
sion on rice imports. But the
increase In conswmption tax
was Just too much,” said politi-
cal commentator Manabu
Shimizu.

By the time he was packing
for the February 11 meeting
with Clinten, It was clear
Hosokawa's honeymoon with
the public was nearing its end
From a 74 per cent approval
rating in January. his popular

ity plunged to 52 per cent

Lankan troops
kill 50 more
Tamil rebels

COLOMBO, Mar 21: Shri
Lankan government (roops
backed by artillery and aircraft
bett off a rebel attack on a
northerm army base early to-
day. killing at least 50 Tamil
guerillas, the state-run
Lankapuwath news agency
said, reports Reuter.

It said 200 to 300 rebels
firings rocket-propelied gre-
nades, mortars and small
arms (ried to storm the
Elephant Pass army camp at
the entrance to the guerilla-
controlled Jaffna peninsula.

Three government soldiers
were killed and two wounded
when their bunker was hit by
a rebel mortar shell.



