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Khulna city
to be further
developed

KHULNA. Mar 20 : An ex-
tensive development pro-
grammes has been drawn up
by the Khulna Development
Authority (KDA) to provide
more civic amenities for the
city dwellers, reports BSS.

This was disclosed in a
meeting of the KDA held
Thursday at its conference
hall.

Presided over by the chair-
man of KDA Brigadier Kazi
Mahmoud Hassan, the meeting
was attended by Speaker of
Jatiya Sangsad Sheikh
Razzaque All as chief guest:

The meeting was attended
among others by Vice
Chancellor of Khulna Univer-
sity Prof Dr Golam Ali Fakir,
members of KDA, concerned
officials and elite of the city.
The meéting reviewed the
activities of KDA. Elaborate
discussions were held in the
meeting for making KDA more
active.

It was further apprised in
the meeting that appropriate
measures were being taken for
further strengthening the ac-
tivities of KDA. A proposal was
made to revise the existing

master plan to suit the needs
wof time.

The proposed development
programmes included, con-
struction of 18 kilometre long
Phultala-Boyra by-pass road,
development of Sonadanga res-
idential area, establishment of
Rupsa residential and com-
mercial area, construction of
city park, proper utilisation of
unused railway lands and
establishment of zoological and
botanical gardens.

Addressing the meeting,
Shaikh Razzaque Ali t co-
operation from all for ensuring
proper implementation of the
development programmes
with a view to making Khulna
an ideal modern city.

Tk 2.6 crore
land tax
remain
unpaid

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Mar 20: The
Land Development Taxes
(LDT) amounting to Taka over
2.60 crore have remained un-
paid in Natore district, official
sources said.

Different government semi-
government and non-govern-
ment bodies in the district are
said to be the main defaulters.

Taka 1.92 crore were col-
fected as the LDT as against its
target of collection fixed at
Taka four crore 60 lakh 65
thousand 612 during the

financial year.

sources said that the
target was not achieved due to
the t's deceleration’
for forgiving the land tax upto
25 .
The LDT office has also
fixed its land tax collection
target at Taka one crore 94
lakh 62 thousand and 303 for
the 1993-94 fiscal year.

Equal rights

of man, women
demanded

FARIDPUR. Mar 20 : Spea-
kers at a seminar recently
siressed the need for estab-
lishing equal right for man and
women and an honourable po-
sition for women in the soci-
ety, reports BSS.

The seminar was organised
by women's directorate at its
office premiseés in connection
with the observance of interna-
tional women's day.

Speakers also felt the need
Sor framing necessary legisla

to remove all sorts of dis
crimination against women.
They also said that proper
measures were required to re-
duce the unnatural deaths of
women in this country

The seminar was addressed
among others by Depuly
Commissioner K M Nurul
Huda. Police Super Fazlur
Rahman., womens directorate
officers Mamtaz Delwar and
Press Club Secretary Abdul Al
Sikder.

Five dacoits
held, arms
ammunition
recovered

From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, Mar 20 :

one Yamaha-RX motor cycie

and Taka 1.15.000 cash from
their possession.

The arrested persons are

. Abdur Rahim. Shahjada.

uttu and Habib. All the ar-

in the dacoity. A special police
teamn led by SI Md. Rafiqul
Alam and S| Golam Sarwar ar-
rested the dacoits from differ-

ent districts of Bangladesh.
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CHUADANGA, Mar 20: In
the absence of necessary irri-
gation facilities, the farmers of
Chuadanga district have been
left at the mercy of nature for
nursing crops resulting in con-
stant economic hardships to
the people living in the villages
of the district.

The irrigation facilities in
the district fails to provide
necessary services due to fre-
quent disorder of machines,
shortage of spare parts, irregu-
lar supply of power and fuel
and above all. malpractice and
large scale corruption by a
section of officials working in
the fields.

According to Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) sources,
there are 92,233 hectares of
cultivable land In the disirict
out of which 43,738 hectares
of land have been brought un-
der irrigation facilities.

During the current season
another 40 thousand hectares
of land are expected to be in-
cluded under the firrigation
network in the district.

According to BADC sources
about 75 thousand hectares of
land can be brought under ir-

rigation facilities with the pre-
sent network of irrigation ap-

paratus. However, only 45 per
cent of the total land is pro-
vided with the irrigation facili-
tlﬂs

A total of 508 deep-tube-
wells has so far been installed
in the district. Ten of those
remain out of order. Beside a
number of engines of the main
deep-tubewells need minor
repair works but are left un-
touched due to lack of spare

parts.

About 2000 shallow tube-
‘wells have been installed by
the BADC and local farmers in
the district. But 200 or more
do not work for a long time.
Moreover many engines of
these shallow tubewells are
being usetl in wheat and rice
mills.

Some also allege that a
mumber of people, who were

allotted shallow tubewells fof”

irrigation purposes, have been
renting their engines to run
country-made boats.

The BADC meanwhile, has
stopped providing any shallow
and power pumps in the dis-
trict since 1992,

There are 568 power

pumps in four thanas of the.

district. However, hundreds of
them are said Lo be lying out of

Problems hit irrigation

From Our Correspondent

order for a long period. -
Corruption and malprac-

lices have further deteriorated
- Lthe situation. Crop production
in the district has shown a
dramatic decline as compared
« to early records. Peasants and
low income growers have been
facing economic hardship.
Many of them are leaving
farming and are heading for
towns for old jobs.

Fresh irrigation network

projects can help these farm-
ers and ensure proper water
supply to thejr crop land.
Another report adds:
Despite bright prospect of

" ground nut cultivation, thou-

sands of actes of lands remain
unplanted in the district.

Over 10,000 acres of sandy
land in different areas of four
/thanas of the. district have
' been left untouched for years.

According to experts, about
30 maunds of ground nut can
be produced from every acre of
land. At present only 100 to
200 acres of land are being
used for ground nut cultivation
through the district. Growers
who have already seen satisfac-
tory results say, motivation and
[inancial aid can cenvince
more interested growers to
come forward.

Bumper cotton seeds production

JHENIDAH., Mar 20: The
farmers have produced over
nine lakh maunds of cotton
seeds in southern and easiern
zone of the country during this
SEASON.

Favourable climate and good
supply of seeds were the rea-
sons of this achievement

According Lo a source of
Cotton Development Board a
large quantity of cotion seeds
were produced in Jhenidah.
Jessore, Chuadanga,
Meherpur. Magura, Kushtia,
Rajbari and Satkhira districts
of the country. In 54 cotton
developmernt units under four
rones of Jessore region 35
thousand three hundred
hectares of land were target
ted for colton cultivation
However. 33 thousand seven
hundred hectares of land was
Lsed.

Deltapine variety of seeds
were produced satisfactorily,
the farmers said They also
said, the production was 30
maunds per acre in some
places.

Amir Hossain. a cotton seed
cultivator of village Kagmari in

Kotchandpur thana of the dis-
trict cultivated cotton seeds on

12 bighas of land this season.
He so far has sold 95 mounds
of seceds and he expects (o sell
another 20 maunds from his

From Our Correspondent

Amir Hossain. had invesied
Taka 18 thousand to cultivate
the seeds.

Demand for cotton seeds is
very high in Jhenidah, Kushtia
and Chuadanga districts. A
good number of buyers are
coming to purchase the seeds.
One cotton seed producer said
that each maund of seed is
sold at Taka B50 instead of
government fixed price of
Taka 771.60. The farmer also
sald that some cotton mills
owners are investing money in
advance to inspire the cultiva-
tors.

Another report says: mas-
sive police action the - activi-
Lies of out lawed political par-
ties have decreased In south-
ern parts of the country.

According to reports, police
recovered 84 various types of
arms and 510 rounds of am-
munition {rom the possessions
of underground political party
cadres. Police also arrested
1884 persons on various
charges from the area Out of
the total figure., 105 were
members of Purba Bangla
Communist Party, 38 were of
Sarbahara Party, 22 were of
Hangladesh Biplabi Communist
Parly. 388 were arresied in
connection with dacoity, mur-
der, terrorism and rapes.

After independence of the
country activities of out lawed

JHENIDAH Twu flr-:tr- nf ‘I"IHII! K.qm.ln under

Kotchandpur thana are processing cetton.

- Star photo

political parties in the south-
ern districts increased and
hundreds of people were tor-
tured by the activists.

Political crime increased
abnormally in rural areas. From
January 1 till end of
September last year 70 per-
sons were killed by the differ-
ent activists of these party.
According to police sources,
most of the victims were more
or less involved with any of the
out lawed political parties.
According to reports, party,

activities of Bangladesh Biplabt
Communist Party (ML), Purba

Bangla Communist Party (ML)

and Sarbahara Party are most
active in Jhenidah district.

The police sources said, to
control the activities of out
lawed political parties in the
district, 18 police camps were
set up. Massive drives were
conducted. Sometimes clash
took place between the police
and the party workers. A lead-
ing Purba Bangla Party worker,
namely, Isa was killed in a
gunfight with police recently
in Badpukuria village After
strengthening the campaign by
the police forces the activists
ol Purba Bangla Communists
Party and Sarbahara Party
moved to Chuadanga and
Magura districts. Meanwhile,
Chuadanga police arrested a
number of activists of Purba
Bangla Communist Party and
recovered 14 arms from their
possession. Police sources also
said. to make the local peopie
aware defence parties were
formed for security.

Clash leaves

one dead

One, Gholam Rasul (35) of
village Shitalianga was killed by
his opponent group recently in
Sailkupa.

According to reports, the
opponent group of the same
village attacked Gholam Rasul
with spade and axe foll
dispute over procuring
from a char near his house.
Gholam Rasul was rushed to
Sailkupa hospital and suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

A case was filed with
Sailkupa thana in this connec-
Lion .

| could

Condition of rly

tracks deplorable

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 20:
The wagons of goods train
not be taken to the
godown attached to Bhairab
'LSD at Baganbari for the last
nine months for loading and
unloading of goods due to de-
plorable condition of the rail-
way tracks from the Bhairab
Railway Station to godown.

The railway track approxi-
mately one and a half kilome-
tre was damaged at different
points during the last year's
flood.

The condition of the
raffway track near the canal of
Haji Amber Ali Estate is pi-
tiable due to erosion of earth
beneath the tracks. Con-

sequently the wagons for -

loading and unloading the
goods are placed on the tracks
attached to railway power
house causing loss to the
clients.

The businessmen culiect

goods especially rice, paddy.
molasses from outside. They

- are facing immense troubles in

carrying imported items from
the railway wagons to their
business premises. The busi-

nessmen are to pay additional

wage to labourers.

Besides goods are dam
during rainfall while loading
and unloading. The smooth
transport of paddy and wheat
to the Bhairab LSD is also be-
ing hindered

12,000 tubewe]ls out
of order in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Mar 20 : More
than 12.000 tubewells out of
55,150 tubewells in seven
thanas of Satkhira district have

- gone out of order due to ab-

normal fall in underground
water level and lack of mainte-
nance. The most affected
thanas are Kalaroa, Tala.
Debhata and Sadar. '

Thousands of people have
been suffering for non-
avalilability of drinking water in
the areas, according to
reports.

As many as 4000 tubewells
out of 11,575 tubewells in
Kalaroa, 3000 tubewells out of
10,000 tubewells in Tala,
22 .50 tubewells, out of 15000
tubewells in sadar and 450
tubewells out of 2000 tube-
wells in Debhata thana are not
in operation. The rest of the
tubewells are in poor shape
requiring repair works.

This shortfall in under
ground water level has con-
tributed to rise in various dis-
eases already noticed in some
parts of the district.

Sudden fall in under ground
water level has severely af-

“fected the situation. In addi-
| tion. theft of a large number of

leged that

the installed tubewells has also
contributed to the shortage of
drinking water in some areas.
Another report says : The
law and order situation of.

Kalaroa thana of the distriet
has deteriorated to a great ex-

tent causing concern among
the dwellers.

Local people said, theft, da-
coity, rape have increased,
both in town and in rural areas
of the thana.

According to an unofficial
report, about 40 dacoities
were committed in the thana
during last one year. About 13
dacoities were also committed
in different areas of the thana
during this year. Mareover,
many cases were not reported

to. police and dacpits while

committing dacoity violated
the woman inmates of the
houses.

Besides, some guardians al-
some anti-social
elements have become active
in the area and harass girls on
their way to and from schools
and colleges.

Local elite have urged to the
authorities to take immediate

steps to improve the law and
order situation in the thana.

NARAYANGANJ: The railway station was one of the
busiest centres of the country but due to lack of proper care

it has become a less important one.

Unhealthy Situation

— Star photo

at rallway station

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 20
The facilities for the passen-
gers al Narayanganj railway sta-
tion are quite insufficient

Hundreds of passengers
travelling through this station
everyday have been experienc-
ing on told sufferings.

More than 1.5 lakh passen-
gers travel through the station

every year. A good number of
passengers travel without tick-

ets every year, it is alleged.

The waiting rooms and the

spaces at the platforms are
generally occupied by the ven-
dors. -
A number of tea-stalls and
small shops have also been set-
up on the platform which ere-
ate space problems.The only
over bridge al the station have
been left untouched.

The floating people up
rooted by natural calamities
have occupied the platforms
area. They take bath, cook feod
and sleep at night here The
surrounding of the station re-
main dirty Bad smell emits
round the clock polluting the

atmosphere of the station.

It was also observed that
the station has turned into a
common place of gamblers,
drug addicts and floating pros-
titutes. Unsocial activities are
carried on without any resis-
tance from the authority.

Passengers are often ha-
rassed by the drunk gamblers
and prostitutes. Railway police
are often seen to take toll from
the floating prostitutes and
gamblers.

Most of the lights of the
platform area are out of order.

As a resull, some areas of the
platform plunge into darkness
giving advantage to the antiso-
cial activities,

The ticket booking coun-
ters often open very late.
Departing passengers crowd
around the counters for tick-
ets.

Those who camnot buy
tickets on time are said to
trawvel without any
tickets, it is also alleged.

District roundup

SIRAJGANJ

%

Body recovered,

two arrested

Mar 20: Police recovered a
dead body and arrested two
youngmen in connectipn with
the killing at Channagar village
in Kazipur thana Friday, re-
ports UNB. .

Nazrul Islam 18, son of Inul
Haque 40, a day labourer of
Channagar village, was found
dead at their lnitchtn l:ﬂl'l}"
Friday.

Police suspected Nam-ul was
killed in sequel of previous
enmity on payment of Taka 10
loari between his father and
Abdul Halim 20 of theé same
village.

Inul Haque had hnrruwrd

"Taka 10 from Halim a few

months back, but failed o pay
the loan in due time, causing
quarrel between them several
limes.

On Thursday, Halim along
with his associates took Nazrul
to beauty Cinema Hall at Pipul

Baria in sadar thana to enjoy

the film.

However, on way back
home, they allegedly killed
Nazrul and kept his body at the
kitchen. police suspected.

Police arrested Abdul Halim
and Mukul 14 in connection
with the killing.

The body was sent to the
Sirajganj general hospital for
aulopsy and a case was filed
with Kazipur thana.

TANG_A_IL

Bailey bi‘idge
under

construction

Mar 20: Roads and High-
ways Department is con-
structing one hundred sixty
foot long bailey bridge over
Lauhajang river at Tangail sta-
dium point at a cost of 40 lakh,
reports BSS.

The bridge will connect the
eastern part of Tangail paura-
sava with its north western
part.

Meanwhile half of the work
has been completed. Work is
going on ‘to complete the
bridge before rainy season. On
the other hand, public works
department is constructing
the outdoor building of
Zamurki health centre at a
cost of Taka 58 lakh.

The work will be cumplttnd
Very soom.

It is noted that Kumudini
hospital is situated at Mirzapur

thana headquarters and the-

health centre for the thana is
being constructed at Jamurki.

-| RAJBARI

Massive rural
uplift plan
undertaken

Mar 20: Local Government

Engineering Department has-
taken up a massive programme
for the development of rural
infrastructure during the cur-
rent financial year, officials
said, reports UNB.

The programme included
construction and reconstruc-
tion of roads, bridges, culverts,.
educational institutions and
improvement of water supply
system.

An amount of Taka 3.42
crore will be spent for the
implementation of 127 sche-
mes under Rural Development
Project-4.

The schemes include bricks
laying on Baliakandi-Vaya-Na-
dru road, construction of three
58 metre long bridges, four
regulators in Arabaria Small
Water Resources schemes and
a sluice gate. development of
hats and bazars, maintenance
of kutcha roads and tree
plantation.

C'NAWABGANJ

Local variety
of paddy
less popular

Mar 20: The cultivation of
local varieties of paddy is
rapidly declining in the dis-
trict and its adjoining areas
despite low production cost,
reports UNB.

Farmers are seen to be
more interested in cultivation
of IRRI-Boro which is impos-
sible without using fertilizer
and irrigation facilities giving
rise to the production cost.

Production cost of per acre
of IRRI-Boro is Taka
50.000. Besides, other crops
cannot be cultivated on the
field after a harvest of IRRI-

But the local variety of
paddy copuld be cultivated

without using fertilizers and
its production cost is much

lower, it is learnt. It is also
more nutritious than [RRI va-
riety.

Farmers could produce
three crops every year from
the same field before the in
troduction of IRRI-Boro.

Shortage of fodder has also
developed due to sharp fall in
cultivation of the local variety
like mugl. reghusail, batraj

paddy.

NARAYANGANJ :

Property worth
Tk 20 lakh

gutted

Mar 20: Ten shops were
gutted in a fire at a ready-made
garments market at Deobhog
area in. the town Tuesday, fire
b € sources said, reports

The fire broke out at about
9-15 Tuesday morning and
quickly engulfed the neigh-
bouring shops. Six fire brigade
units from Mondalpara and
Hajigan] rushed to the spot
and brought the blaze under
control in an hour.

However, nebody was in-
jured,

Local people said the fire
had originated from a bread
factory. The loss was estimated
at Taka 20 lakh.

LALMONIRHAT

Rly staff gherao
Divisional

Manager's office

Mar 20: Some 2,000 em-
ployees of Lalmonirhat rail sta-
tion gheraced the offices of
Divisional Railway Manager on
Saturday demanding their
salary in advance on the eve of
Eid, official sources said, re-
ports UNB.

The employees staged
demonstration around the of-
fice for six hours from 10:00
am until police intervened at
4:00 pm. They also halted the
Kurigram-bound 442 down
train for about an hour in the

A rn.il:wa}r source in Dhaka
told UNB on Saturday night

that the employees were pro-
vided with festival bonus in the

first week of this month.
The demand of the employ-
ees came as the workshop

employees got their salary be-
fore Eid as a special case, the

source said. Railway
get their salary on the 17th of

every month.
MYMENW
1053 crimes
committed

in 6 months

Mar 20: A total of 1053
crimes were reported in the

district of
the last wﬁn::m m
~ says BSS,

The reported cases in-
cluded 22 dacoities, nine rob-
beries, 106 burglaries, 39
thefts, arms act-14, 27 cattle
lifting, 25 kidnappings and ab-
ductions nine sm and
748 other types of crimes.

Police sources said the total
number of reported cases of
the period is less than that of
the corresponding six months
of 1992,

The police recovered 12
firearms including 18 rounds
of ammuniuun during the
months * of January and
February last. The firearms in-
cluded two revolvers one SMG,
one pistol and eight pi
In this connection 13 perm
were arrested by the police.

ComiLLA

Cow lifting
frequent
Mar 20: Cow lifting has be-

-come rampant in the district

causing alarm to the poor
farmers, says UNB.

According to the farmers,
some 60 cattle have been
stolen from sadar, Burichang,

Brahmanpara, Barura and
Nangalkot thanas in the last
fortnight.

Most of the farmers sleep at
the cow-sheds to protect their
animals. Meanwhile many
farmers have been made desti-
tute due to rampant liftirig of
their cows.

They said some organised
lifters demand ransom for the
stolen cows and majority of the
[armers cannot afford to meet
the demand.

They alleged that the mat-
ter was brought to the notice
of law enforcing agencies but
no step has yet been taken to
stop the lifting of cows,

B'BARIA
One crushed
under wheels

Mar 20: A young man was
killed when he fell from a
coaster on Nabinagar-
Companygaj road near Battali
bus stand last week, says UNB.

Witnesses said the victim,
identified as Khandaker Ataur
Rahman Mintd, was pushed
from a running Companyganj-
bound coaster on March 9 al-
legedly by its contractor while
he was trying to board the ve-
hicle,

As a result. he fell from the
coaster and was crushed under
its wheels.

Meanwhile, a rickshaw
puller. Helaluddin, was seri-
ously injured when a van
pushed his vehicle on the by-
pass road in the town on the
same day.

He was admitted
sadar hospital.
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