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MAGURA. Mar 20: BNP
candidate Kazi Salimul Huq

SAPTA's Pace Kamal was unofficially declired

_ : winner of today's by-election in

Column: Along M-‘": Way the .Mugura-;yl:unautuency of

SB Chaudhuri the Jatiyva Sangsad by a hand-

Page 4 some margin over his nearest

l t' l rival the Awami League candi-
date.

M Salimul Huq, better known

as Kazi Kamal, 37, bagged
73.248 voles against AL candi-
date Shafiquzzaman Bachchu

OAU rejects any
attempt aimed at

vidi Sou frica who polled 39,623 votes in 99
dividing th Afi polling centres out of the total
US to reschedule 102 centres. Polling in three
centres, having a total of 5813
mlhtﬂﬁ: ?S?SG# votes, were posiponed by the
o Election Commission because

Page 5 of violence during balloting.
4.‘ The seat comprising the
e Shalikha and Mohammadpur
Business (hiwims™ Toit vacant. upon the
_ death of Advocate Mohammad
ECIP to aid Asaduzzaman, who was an AL

installation of joint MP and father of Bachchu.
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From Munir U Ahmed

The Jatiya Party's Nitai Roy
Chowdhury mustered 20,794
votes, the Jamaat's Golam Ak-
ber 7,732 and the 10J's
Maulana Mahbubur Rahman
3.122 votes.

With this victory in Magura,
the BNFP's sirength in the 330-
seat parliament now slands at
174 [Ill[‘lll{lil1L I Wi Imh M)

Kan. "-Ltlmml Hay Kamal

dent wnd one NAP) against the
AL's 91.

Earlier. the BNP won an-
other by-election in Bhola
where Mosharral Hossain Sha-
hjahan won the seat freed by
AL's Tofael Ahmed.

In Magura. 1,45,430 ballots
were cast out of a total
2.06,624 votes. Of the total
votes cast, 911 were deemed
invalid. The voter*turnoul was
70.40 per cent.

The three centres where
polling was postponted were:

the Kullia High School centre -

under Sadar thana (1,938
votes), the Hatbaria Govt
Primary School under Shalika
thana (2,288) and the Baroi-
chara Govt Primary School,
also under Shalika thana
{1.587 votes). The Election
Commission is likely to
announce a fresh date of re-
polling in these three centres
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BNP bags Magura-2 seat|

-

soo1l. However the results of
these three centres would not
allect the final results because
the margin separating the two
main contestanis is 38.625
voltes,

Balloting continued from 8

am to 4 pm without break and

the returning officer an-
nounced the unofficial results
by midnight last night.

Polling continued generally
peacefully in almost all the
centres barring some serious
incidents in three centres,
where the respective polling
officers declared the polling
postponed.

Polling was briefly inter-
rupted in four centres for

“some time due to diuturbnnm
but resumed later.

At the Baroichora Guwrﬂ
ment Primary School centre,
the presiding officer was

Scc Page 12 Col 4
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Surya Sen's

Early repayment of
‘debts planned

By Inam Ahmed

The government plans early
repayment of some outstand-
ing foreign loans to ease the
interest crunch on some sec-
tors, according to Finance
Ministry sources.

Those loans with high in-

| terest rates will mainly be

considered for early repay-
ment. Details of the plan will
be submitted to the Finance
Minister sometime next
month, sources said.

"Some suppliers' credit are
charged with too high interest
rates and if Bangladesh can re-
pay these early, a lot of fnreign
exchange can be saved.” a gov-
ernment official said.

The concerned department
has already sorted out high in-
terest loans to the tune of

- desh Bank deposits its reserve

today

By Staff Correspondent

The birth centenary of the
legendary anti-British revolu-
tionary Surya Sen will be ob-
served today.

The observance committee
formed to celebrate the cente-
nary of 'Masterda' — as he was
popularly known — will
out a procession from the
National Press Club at four this
afternoon. They will also pay a
floral tribute to the valiant
hero who stunned the British
colonial rulers by temporarily
storming and capturing the
Chittagong armoury, the re-
serve police lines and the tele-
graph and telephone office in
1930.

Although Sen was later cap-
tured and hanged in January,
1934 by the British yet the
short-lived success of his
bravado was enough to spark a

See Page 12 Col 1

about 300 million US dollars,
which should be paid off the
soonest.

One reason behind this
early repayment move is that
the government has now quite
a comfortable forex reserve
and can afford to part with
some of it to avoid high inter-
est amount accrued to the
principal amoun®. The forex
reserve now stands at around
2. 5 billion US dollars.

On the other hand, man-
agement of this huge forex re-
serve has become a problem
for Bangladesh. The Bangla-

with other commercial banks

abroad against which it gets

interests. But recently, the
See Page 12 Col 3

venture projects

1! APEC FMs agree to
raise private
investment
Pages 6,7

-

Special
Feature
One-page special feature

on the 'Centenary bf
' Surva Sen’

MAGURA. Mar 20: The op-
position Awami League re-
jected the polls results in
Magura-2, alleging rigging and
violence during balloting and
demanded repolling in the
constituency.

The party also called a half-

Page 9 cday nationwide hartal on

: y Wednesday (March 23) and
demonstrations in Magura and

MEtmpDhta“ Dhaka on the preceding two

days to protest the alleged
rigging.

“The election has been
rigged heavily and we reject
it.” AL chief Sheikh Hasina
told reporters at a post-elec-
tion press briefing here.

“It is now proved that ne
election can be held under this
government. So we want fresh
elections under a care-taker
4 Eovernment.” the AL chief said
at the preéss confer-
ence at the AL candidate’s city
residence. just two and a half
hour after the balloting was
completed.
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AL rejects election,
calls hartal Mar 23

From Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina said the AL
had won the seat since 1954
without any break, a fact which
had shaken the ruling party.
She alleged that out of the 19
unions Lhat comprise the
constituency, the BNP activists
had captured 13 and rigged
" the polls.

Sheikh Hasina also accused
the Chief Eleetion Com-
missioner of helping the BNP
implement the ‘blue print' by
leaving Magura ahead of the
crucial polls.

She also alleged that the
Deputy Commissioner and
Police Super had used their of-
ficial pesitions to favour the
ruling party. None of the 45
mobile magistrate courts was
provided with a transport for
carrying oul duty, she added.

AL central leader ' TOfael
Ahmed, MP, Sajeda Chow-
dhury, MP. Mohammad Nasim,
MP, K M Jahangir. MP. |larun
ur-Rashid. MP., Khau Tipu

See Page 12 Col 7
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SAARC TCA meet in
Islamabad Apr 17-18

The 13th meeting of the
SAARC Technical Committee
on Agriculture [(TCA) will be
held on April 17-18 in the
Pakistan capital Islamabad. All
the member stales of the
SAARC will participate in the
meeting. The TCA will con-
sider matters relating to agri-
culture projects. meeting of
the counterpart scienlists and
recommendations of the
Governing Board in regard to
SAARC Agriculture Information
Centre [SAIC), reports UNB.

Justice Rahman
off to New Delhi

Justice M H Rahman, the
senior judge of the Supreme
Court. left Dhaka for New Delhi
vesterday for attending the in

rnational conference on
m future by law. The
is organised by the

indian Law Institute in collabo
ration with sthe UNICEF, re
ports BSS.

Train derails
i Rajshahi

MAGURA. Mar 2. Agricul
ture Minister M Majidul Hugy
yesterday said that the BNP
once again proved through iis
conduct in the Magura by-
election that it believed in the
demeocratic ideal of free and
fair polls

. The minister told a crow-
ded press conference at the
Magura Circuit House al 9 pm
last night that the Election
Commission deserved appreci-
ation for upholding its tradi-
lional [airness and neutrality in
the conduct of polls

The press conference was
also attended. among others,
by Energy Minister Dr Khan
daker Mosharraf Hossain,
Labour and Manpower Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and
several BNP MPs.

Asked by Correspondents if
| the ruling party had worked
according to a ‘blueprint’ for
rigging the polis. as alleged by
the Awami League. Majidul
Huq replied that the BNP al-
ways believed in respecling
Lthe wishes of Lthe people and
not in any coercive or foul

Majidul praises BNP,
EC for ‘fairness’

From Our Correspondent

Replying tn a gquestion.
Majidul Huq said that Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina
stayed in the Magura Circuit
House till 6:30 pm Saturday

The AL chief. alongwith
many of her senior colleagues
had, literally occupied the
Circuit House during the en
tire day Saturday despite the
[act that it was meant to be the
effice of the Election Com.
mission from that day, Hugq
said.

Majidul Huq apprehended
that the forced stay of Sheikh
Hasina in the Magura Circuit
House till 6:30 pm yesterday
was Lhe reason for annoyance
which caused the Chief Elec-
ton Comunissioner to leave for
Dihaka

The Agriculture Minister
said that the Prime Minister
had vacated the Circuit House
the night before at 10 pm
while other BNP ministers and
leaders also left on Friday
night or by early Salurday
Orning.

Huq thanked the police

administration for maintaining
Scv Page 12 Col 4

CEC Rouf denies

having spoken
to the press
By Anwarul Huq and

Nurul Kabir

Chief Election Commissio-
ner (CEC) Justice Abdur Rouf

yesterday denied having

spoken te any member of the
press prior to his departure
from Magura Saturday evening.

T to The Daily Star at
his E::cu&n Commission office

last night, the CEC observed
that the press reports pub-
lished Sunday claiming that he
had left Magura the day before
apprehending unfair means in
the by-election were un-
founded.

A section of newspapers
carrying a UNB creeded news
itern said. the CEC had left

Magura with a note of doubt
about the fairness of Sunday's

hy-elc{-unn. The news item
claimed, "Justice Rouf ex-
pressed his doubt in remarks

he made jri fromt of journ gliets
and Iencft;;n{péllticﬂﬂﬂm ,

after the BNP (had) refused to

send nominees to the pro-

posed {all party) vigilance
See P'age 12 Col 7

AL lodges
protest
with CEC

Awami League Advisory
Council member Shah AMS
Kibria vesterday petitioned the
Chiel Election Commissioner
(CEC) for action against alleged
irregularities in the Magura by-
election, reports LUNB.

In a letter to the CEC,
Kibria alleged that ruling BNP
supporters. some equipped
with arms, captured a number
ol polling cenires, prevented
volers from casting voles and
assaulted minorities in some
villages. Some of the injured
people have been hospitalised

A good number ol voting
centres in Shalikha and
Mohammadpur thanas were
occupied by the BNP workers
preventing voters (rom exer
cising their franchise [reely.
he said.

On the basis ol inital re
ports, Kibria named the worst-
aflected polling centres where
‘gross irrcgularities’ had been
committed till 11:30 am. The
cenires are Sandra, Nowkola,
Krishnapur, Talcharl, Vatuail.
Thaipara. Kalibari, Satakhali,
Dhaneswargati, Singrabazar
and Aminbazar in Shalikha tha-

See page 12 Col 2

RAJSHAHI. Mar 20: Two |
bogies and a passenger com
partment of Yhe maitl train
from Chapainawabganj were
derailed today at Bahrampur
near Court Station resulting in
migor injures to 10 peopie.
Witnesses said the slow mov
ing train was derailed at about
12 noon due to loose track.

The government has de
cided o introduce agriculture
as § compulsory subject for the
students of secondary schools
of the country from the cur-

reporis UNB. rent Session
A high-powered commitiee
MU ﬁmm is THOW wnr‘ldn: on the details

classes
From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Mar 20: |
The first year classes under all
facuities of the Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU)
will begin from March 23,

e .
3 more’in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent
BARSIAL. Mar 20: Diarrhoes
imed 3 more lives and at-.
tacked 118 persons in Pa-
tharghata and Bamna thanas of

Borguna district during last 24

hours ending this evening.
According to official sowr-
ces, the most affected areas
are Patharghata Bamna. Amtali
and Sadar thanas of Borguna.

of the curriculum., Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar
disclosed at a press confer
ence held yesterday at the
minisiry.

The minister said the sub-
ject would be introduced from
Class Six to Class Nine in the
currerit year and in Class Ten
the next year.

He also informmed newsmen
that trade courses would be in-
troduced for the siudents of
classes Nine and Ten this year
as optional subjects

The agriculture subject wo-
uld comprise poultry science,
pisciculture, tree plantation,
animal hushandry and shrimp
cultivation while the trade
course would include elec-
trical, mechanical and au-
tomobile engineering as well
as other related subjerts

By Staff Correspondent

Barrister Sircar said all the
secondary-level schools would
be provided with necessary in
Irastructure within a shaort
timw lor running the courses.

B P
e =
Sy SR I,
e :
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R

Jlmiruddm Sercar
. An agreemeni would alsg he
signed between the Education
Ministry and (he three relaied
ministries — the Agricultre
Ministry. Fisheries and Lives.
tock, and Forests and Environ_
Imeri — ﬁ;q- t he
scheme. the minister said. The
three ministries would trajy

Ag‘ro-scwnce now compulsory in schools

the teachers and provide 1he
schools with infrastructural
facilities.

He said there are some 40
lakh students at the secondary
levels. If all of them can be
taught these subjects, they
would be able to employ them-
selves even when they stop
their studies. z

Regarding the examfination
system, Sircar said of the total
marks for each subject, 60 per
cent would be for the subjec-
tive questions and 40 per cent
for objective questions.

Computers will evaluate the
answer scripts of the objective
questions. The optical mark
recorder (OMR) is able lo
cheek three thousand papers
of objective subjects in only
one hour, he said.

The new system of evaluast-
ing answer scripts would
check malpractice and speed
up the evaluation. the minister
saibd.

He also mentioned that 1he
results of the S8C examing

tions of the four boards wou
Ser Page 12 Col 8

% II.' u:mu N H‘HI "-lulthn I-.- B h.n.-u.,gud by his family as he arrives in the m-ulmn part of
Mostar in Herzegovina Saturday alter h-emg released h]l" Muslim-led Bosnian army.

— AFP photo

Dhaka reaffirms
-opposition
to racism

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has realflirmed
Bangladesh's unequivocal op-
position to racism and racial
discrimination in all their
forms, reports UNB.

In a message on the oecca-
sion of the International Day
for Elimination of Racial
Discrimination today she said:

“"We are, today, witnessing
unfolding of a new chapter in

our struggle against apartheid,
the most abhorrent form of
racism. - South Africa, which
has been once the meost en-
trenched bastion of raciam, is
in the threshold of a historie
transformation. We hope muiti-
party elections scheduled for
next month will usher in a
new, non-racial and demo-
cratic South Africa, ending one
of the darkest chapters in hu-
 man history.”
But she lamented that the
+onenace  of gacism and racial
(Ji&érimination Tight hot dis-
appear with the dismantling
ol apartheid alone.

“Today, we are wilnessing

See i'age 12 Col B
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JP dema.lids
fresh polls

MAGURA, Mar 20: Jatiya
Party leader Kazi Zafar Ahmed
MP today demanded fresh
election in Magura-2 and res-
ignation of the government on
charge of vote lincdt}'. reports
UNB.

Addruuing a press confer-
ence here tonight, Kazi Zafar
said the BNP had prepared a
blueprint in advance to rig the
election, "BNP killed democ-
racy by committing vote rob-

The JP leader criticised the
role of the Election Commi
ssion and said that the Chief
Election Commissioner had
showed his lack of respon-

sibility by leaving Magura on
Saturday after realising he sit-
nation. Without leaving Magura,
the CEC could have postpened
the election, he added.

Jatiya Party, in protest
against today's vote dacoity,
has announced country-wide
half-day hartal on Wednesday.
It also called for staging
demonstration in Magura and
Dhaka tomorrow and through-
oul the country on Tuesday.

Jamaat demands
repolling in
Magura

The Jamaat-e-Islami yes-
terday rejected the result of
the by-election and demanded
repolling in Magura-2 con-
stituency, accusing the ruling
party of massive gigging re-
ports LUNB.

In a joint statement, Jamaat
leaders Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid, Sheikh Ansar Ali MP,
Abdul Matin and Profl Golam
Akbar said BNP activisis cap-
tured almost all the polling
centres Iin Shallkha and
Mohammadpur thanas depriv-
ing the voters to exercise their
right ef franchise.

They said the Jamaat had
drawn the atiention of the
Chie{ Election Commissioner
to the possible rigging before
the election and the appr--
hension proved true.

The Jamaat leaders said
massive by the BNP in
Magura by-election once again
proved that without care-taker
government. election under a
party government cannot be
impartial.

Jamaat will hold demon-
stration in Magura and Dhaka

today Lo protest the rigging in
elecuon.

North, South agree on’
restructured GEF

By Chapal Bashar

Alter prolonged negotia-
tions for over a year, the indus-
trial and the developing coun-
tries have reached a consensus
to reconstitute the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) for
which a two billion dollar fund
will be provided for three
years starting this July.

Eighty-seven countries rep-
resenting the Group of 77 (G-
77) and the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) met in
Geneva March 14-16 to settle
the issues about ﬂvlngagr-
manent structure to the . A
two-member Bangladesh dele-
gation comprising Abdullah
Haroon Pasha, Secretary,
Ministry of Environment and
Forests and Syed Jamaluddin,
Economic Minister at the
Bangladesh mission in Geneva,
attended the meeting.

The GEF., which started
functioning in July 1991 for
helping developing countries
to protect the environment,
will complete its three-year
pilot phase in June this year.
During this pilot phase a num-
ber ol projects were under-

vironment Programme (UNEFP)

Bar Council debars
2 lawyers for

misconduct
By Staff Correspondent
Two lawyers have been
laken in developing countries | severely reprimanded recently
for which about 800 million | by the Bangladesh Bar Council
 US dollars were spent. for professional misconduct.

According to informations
available in Dhaka, the partici-
pants of the Geneva meeting
unanimously adopted a docu-
ment titled 'Instrument for the
Establishment of Restructured
Global Environment Facility '

The document,

A tribunal of the council
found Razaul Karim Bhuiyan
and Mahfuzur Rahman, both
members of the Supreme
Court Bar Association, guilty of
" professional misconduct and
took the punitive measures.
incorporat- A press release of the

ing objectives and activities of | council. issued by its senior
the GEF, will be eflective from | assistant sec Taslim-
July 1. 1994, The restructured | uddin Khan yesterday, said
GEF will have a secretariatat | that as the legal adviser of the

its headquarters to be located
in Washington. The World Ba-
nk. the United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme (UNDP)
and the United Nations En-

Dhaka Central Cooperative
Bank Razaul Karim Bhuiyan was
authorised to withdraw Tk
3.90,500 from the Rent Con-
trol Court. Bhuivan withdrew
Tk 3.63.000 on 1988

will act as implementing | and kept the matter secret
agencies of the GEF. From his client.
The Geneva meet also In the face of the bank's

agreed to set up a 82-member
Executive Council for the GEF
which will meet twice a year to
take major decisions and ap-
prove projects. However the
meetling witnessed hard and
protracted ining between
the countries of the North and
~ See Page 12 (ol 6

pressure, the advocate paid Tk
3.22.500 and charged the rest
as his legal fees.

Acting upon a complaint by
the bank..the Bar Council tri-
bunal. with Advocate Ahmed
Alt as chairman. debarred
Riizaul Karim Bhuiyan from le-

See Page 12 Col 8

Pakistan closes its
Bombay consulate

ISLAMABAD, Mar
Pakistan said today it was ciun
ing its Bombay consulate be-
cause the Indian authorities
have been uncooperative a
move which could further
strain the two nations' already
tense relations, reports AFP.

The decision was conveyed
to New Delhi through the
Indian High Commissioner
who was summoned to the for-
eign office here earlier in the
day. a foreign office spokesman
sadd.

The main cause of the ten-
sion between the two neigh-
bours is Kashmir, over which
they have fought two wars
since their independence in
1947. Pakistan and India have
also traded accusations of sabo-
tage and hostile, convert activ-
ities.

The forel office
spokesman said consulate
in Bombay has been closed
“with immediate effect due to

30 1njured as
transport workers,
rickshawpullers
clash in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, Mar 20:

thorities "
The statement, carried by
the official Assoclated Press of

Pakistan (APP), said the deci- | Death of a rickshaw-puller in a
sions was made because the | rpad accident here this after-
consulate could not function noorn ofl clashes that

continued for four hours be-
tween the transport workers
and rickshawpullers at differ-
ent parts of the town.

Al least 30 people were in-
jured and several buses, shops
and dozens of rickshaws dam-
aged during the clashes.

Bus communication be-
tween Narayangan] and Dhaka
was disrupted for two hours
since the start of the clashes at
around 1 pm.

According to police the ac-
cident occurred when a
Dhaka-bound minibus hit a
rickshaw and ran owver the
rickshawpuller at the Chashara
crossing. The dead was identi-
fled as Abdur Rahman.

The bus hit another rick-
shaw injuring its puller at
Jamtola while it was speeding

See 'age 12 Col 6

effectively

Pakistan had asked the
Indian governmeni te lease
Bombay's Jinnah House,K named
after Pakistani founding father
Mohammed Ali Jinnah. The
Iindian autherities had taken
over the house after the 1947
partition of the subcontinent.

The spokesman said India
first agreed to the Pakistani
propesal, but then had “gone
back on its commitment” to
lease the premises.

The Indian authorities sub-
sequently refused to facilitate
the acquisition of suitable
premises for the consulate, he
said.

The Maharashtra state gov-
ernment had in effect "acted
in a manner that made it ex-
tremely difficult to carry (out)
its assigned functions.” he said. |




