DHAKA SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1994

O s e e e SRRl

India's SC lifts ban on
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind

NEW DELHI, Mar 19:
India's Supreme Court (SC) has
struck down a ban on the na-
tion's biggest Islamic group
which was outlawed after
Hindu-Muslim riots in 1992,

newspapers reported Saturday,
says AP.

The government had failed
to justify the ban on the
Jamaat-e-lslami Hind, Justices
P B Sawant and S Mohan said
in their order Friday.

The ban violated constitu-
tional guarantees to political
action, The Times of India
newspaper quoted the judges
as saying.

Prime Minister P V Nara-
simha Rao's government
outlawed the Muslim group
along with three Hindu radical
organisations on December 10,
1992, four days after Hindu
militants destroyed an ancient
mosgue in the nurth:rP town

of Ayodhya.

The destruction enraged
Muslims nationwide and
Hindus and Muslims belonging
to many of the radical groups
rioted for more than two
fhonths leaving about 2,000

people dead.

ban on the Rashtriya

and the

Bajrang Dal, two extremist
Hindu organisations, was re-
scinded on June 4 1993 by a
government-appointed review
commissioner Hindu group,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, is
still outlawed. Activists of the
_ three groups were suspected
to have incited communal ha-
tred or participated in

destroying the mosque.
Muslims, who form 12 per
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Theft in Greek arts foundation:

cent of India's BBO million
people, are the largest reli-

glous minority in the predom-
inantly Hindu nation.

US policy
towards Haiti

racist : Aristide ||

MIAMI, Mar 19: Two days
before President Clinton was
to arrive in south Florida, de-

Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide denounced
US policy toward Haiti as
criminal and racist, reports
AP.

Aristide criticized the
Clinton administration’s policy
of repatriating Haitlans caught
on the high seas fleeing their
troubled Caribbean island.

“Because we are black,
when we are refugees fleeing
political n, they may
send us back to the killers,”
he told a panel at a Con-
gressional Black Caucus
Foundation meeting Friday.
“The US is just using a policy
that is a racist policy against
Haiti.”

He also called on Clinton to
expand the US trade embargo
against Haiti to a "total em-

Clinton is scheduled to ar-
rive in Miami on Sunday and
attend a rally Monday in
Deerfield Beach on his health-
care reform proposals.

State Department spokes-
woman Josie Shumake said
she couldn't comment on
Aristide’'s remarks without
knowing the entire context of

his speech.

Thieves broke into an unguarded arts foundation and stole

lithographs and paintings, including

works by Pablo Picasso,

Juan Miro and Alberto Giacometti, police said Friday, AP

reports from Athens.

The theft occurred late Thursday or early

Friday at the

Goulandris-Horn Foundation in the historical Athens district
of Plaka, a police spokesman said .

art work
by

s included 12 lithographs by
Miro

pieces were part of an exhibition loaned to the
dation

and Giacometti. The stolen
te foun-

by the Teriade Museum on the island of Lesvos.

William

erry in Kazakhstan: us

Defence Secretary William Perry arrived in Kazakhstan from
Russia yesterday on the second leg of a week-long trip to
improve Washington's military ties with former Soviet states,

Reuter reports from Alma-Ata.

Perry will hold talks with President Nursultan Nazarbayev
and defence officials of the Central Asian republic.
He will visit the sprawling former Soviet space launch

CIA director says

DPRK developing new long range

ballistic
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US Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine Albright

votes March 18 in favour of a UN resolution condemning the

massacre of 53 Palestinians on the West Bank.

— AFP photo

missiles

WASHINGTON, Mar 19: The
CIA believes North Korea is
developing two new, longer-
range ballistic missiles that, if
exported to the Middle East,
could threaten Europe, reports
AP. )

"These new missiles have

- yet to be flown; and we will

monitor their devel
including any nttem?:tulnﬁeﬂ: '
port them,” CIA Director R
James Woolsey told an intelli-
gence conference at agency
headquarters Thursday night.

Meanwhile, Rep Lee Ha-
milton, chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee,”
urged a resumption of US
military maneuvers in South
Korea on Friday to "ratchet
that pressure up" on North
Korea. President Clinton said
he's considering the option,
along with sending Patriot
missiles to South Korea.

The South Korean govern-
ment in Seoul, in a turnar-
ound, said it was ready to
accept the missiles if Wa-
shington wants to send them.

Clinton told reporters he
still hopes that North Korea
will permit international in-
spectors to finishing a check
on nuclear facilities, resume
talks with the South on mu-
clear issues, and end its isola-
tion from the world commu-
nity. '
"If North Koreans decide

that they do not wish to pursue"

that goal, then we'll have to
consider what our other op-
tions are.” Clinton said in an
interview. “The ball is in their

court."

Asked about resuming t
military maneuvers with m
Korea and sending Patriot
missiles to Seoul, Clinton said:
"Both of tho#e options are un-
der consideration.” -

Clinton's top national secu-
rity aildes were to meet on
Saturday to discuss the situa-
tion in North Korea, where
international ins s this
week were blocked from com-
pleting their work, and South
Korea should go ahead with
this year's Team Spirit joint
military maneuvers.

The South Koreans earlier
had balked at accepting
Patriots out of concern that it
would upset the nuclear talks
with North Korea. But Friday,
Seoul officials said they were
ready to propose going ahead
both with the Patriot deploy-
ment and reinstating the Team
Spirit exercide.

In his remarks Thursday
night to a CIA-sponsored con-
ference on the s of the
agency, Woolsey said the chief
concern regarding North

Korea is its suspected nuclear

programme. :

A second worry is that it
will build ballistic missiles ca-
pable of threatening Japan and
other nations in East Asia. He
noted also that while North
Korea has not yet the
Nodong ballistic missile with a
range of 1,000 kilometres
(620 miles), Iran and perhaps
other Middle Eastern nations
want to buy it.

_free to do so from Saturday,

 J udge publishes

charges of police

attempts to destabilise SA polls

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 19:
An independent judge has
published charges of high-level
police attempts to destabilise
South Africa just six weeks
before the country votes in its
first all-race election, reports
Reuter.

Appeals court judge Ric-
hard Geldstone, who began
investigating political violence
2-1/2 years ago, said on Friday
he had prima facie evidence
that the deputy police com-
missioner, General Basie
Smit, was among those in-
volved in dirty tricks,

Most of the actions listed
by Goldstone, including the
supply of weapons and the fu-
elling of violence on trains
and in migrant worker hostels,
were directed at helping the
Inkatha Freedom Party — main
black rivals of Nelson
Mandela's African National

i('.‘4::!‘13'!‘:!.3». !

Goldstone was appointed by
the government in July 1991,
to investigate the causes of po-
litical violence in which about
15,000 people have been
killed in the last four years of
apartheid reforms.

The judge told a news
conference action was urgently
needed to avoid further desta-
bilisation ahead of the voting
on April 26 to 28,

His report appeared largely
to vindicate Mandela's often
repeated charge that members
of the security forces were in-
volved in fomenting township
violence.

Much of the violence is
concentrated in Natal
province, where the eight
million strong Zulu tribe is di-
vided between support for the
ANC and Inkatha, led by Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

Zulu king Goodwill Swe-
lithini, a close ally of Buthe-

lezi's said on Friday he was
ready to declare Natal a
sovereign Zulu territory.

“We here today proclaim
before the world our freedom
and sovereignty and our unwa-
vering will to defend it at all
costs, the king told a rally at-
tended by thousands of follow-
ers.

Swelithini and Buthelezi
plan to boycott the election
unless they get guarantees that
Natal will be a ¥irtually au-
tonomous Zulu state under
South Africa's new dispensa-
tion.

President F' W de Klerk, at
the news conference where
Goldstone’'s report was pre-
sented, said action had to be
taken immediately to avoid
disruption ahead of the poll.
"We dare not allow this dark
¢loud to hang over the elec-
tions”. he said.

Al criticises
Britain

LONDON, Mar 19: The hu-
man rights group Amnesty
International (AlI) criticised
Britain on Friday for its policy
on detaining asylum-seekers,
saying a hunger strike by sev-
eral dozen showed a "htiyatant
disregard for their rights,” re-
ports Reuter.

About 180 people from
Asia, Africa and South
America are on hunger strike
in detention - centres and
prisons across the country in
protest at being “treated like
prisoners.”

Richard Dunstan of the

refugee office of Amnesty -

International said asylum-
seckers are detained on the
basis of a “cursory examina-
tion” and without benefit of a
court hearing.

"Such practice is in viola-
tion of international human
rights standards, such as arti-
cle five of the European con--
vention of human rights...” he
wrote in a letter to the

LONDON: Sarah son,
the lively duchess who fell
out with Britain's royal fam-
ily, has hinted she has no |
plans to divorce her es-
tranged: husband Prince
Andrew despite being legally

Buckingham Palace tersely
announced two years ago on
Saturday that the red-headed
Ducheéss of York’s marriage to F
the second son of Queen |
Elizabeth had failed and the
couple were separating.

But “Fergie” still wearing
her ruby engagement ring
and gold wedding band, was
shown on television on Fri-

day scolding an interviewer r,,,

‘who addressed her as Sarah By 4
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‘'m married — I'm the Duchess of York.”

Under British law, a spouse can get a no-fuss divorce after
two years of separation but friends say the duke and duchess
are still on good terms despite the collapse of their 1986
mngp, which had followed a romance that captivated

They said the couple were keen to sta together
sake of their daughters Beatrice, now five, j;.mi E fnr't
:rﬂdhefnurunh!amhiﬂ—hut.rmnﬂ]iauunmnutmtht

s.

He has kept his silence since the separation while his
wife, a few months his elder, has admitted to making "huge
mistakes” and said she had felt stifled in the rule-bound royal
court. :

The was said to be devastated by the departure of
his wife who has described him as a loveable man who was
just unable to understand her unhappiness.

Three people survive for
5 days by eating only snow

BEILJING: Three people survived for five days by eating
snow after their minibus was swept off the road and buried by
an avalanche in China's far western province of Xinjiang, the
People’s Daily said Saturday, reports Reuter,

The survivors, and 14 passengers who died in the crash,
were found on March 15 after rescue workers cleared the 15-
metre (50-foot) snowdrift that buried the mountain road at
Guozikou, near thé border with Kazakhstan.

“They were dug out and three "people had depended
entirely on eating snow to survive.,” the official newspaper
said.
The avalanche occurred on March 10. Some 50 police and
local herdsmen were brought in to clear the snowbank, which
stretched for about 60 metres (197 feet). On the momning of
March 15 they uncovered the minibus, the corpses and figally -
the survivors.

The People's Daily did not give any more details of the
episode.

“According to our understanding, this was the largest
avalanche ever to hit this section of the highway.” the

newspaper said.-

. L]
New variety tulip to be
-
named afiter Hillary
WASHINGTON: Ah, the
little extras that come with
life in the White House. The .
em of the Netherlands
announced Friday that it
would name a new tulip va-
riety after first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, reports AP.
Mrs Clinton will “christen
the new ‘'Hillary Clinton.

| Independent newspaper.

tulip at a special ceremeny at

the
way to the van buried under 15 'meters (nearly 50 feet) of
snow on the Orumgi-Ningyl road in Xinjiang province, the
People’'s Daily reported. . .

The avalanche hit 'the afternoon of March 10, and a rescue
crew of 50 people were sent to the site to leok for the van
three days later after reports of missing herdsmen. They
worked round-the-clock for two days and found the van
early March 15, the report said.

Edlhn?mﬁtmﬂthhhhy:'
Five members of a family allegedly committed suicide on
Friday by consuming Baygone spray at Kailas Dham in
Ambernath in the adjoining Thane district, PTI reports from

Bombay .
The suicide note left behind them stated that they took

this extreme step as they did not want to become a burden
on their old father who lost his wife a fortnight ago.

Their father — Naidu — was not at home when the incident
occurred

Cuban dancers refused US visa:
The United States has refused to give visas to two Cuban.
dancers invited to in Oscar Awards ceremony in

Angreles, officials said Friday, AFP reports from

said that Lienz Chang Oliva and Maria Del
Rosario Suarez by performing at Monday's ceremony would
. marketability

enhance their “reputation. and future eamn-
ings.” all reasons for their visa reguests.
They said the U States generally did not allow pro-

to perform in the United

Rutskoi will

contest next

presidential
polls

TOKYO, Mar 19: Former
Russian Vice President Ale- |

19: When

|
E
|

:

freedom, reports IPS.
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was ready to run in the next | that fond hope now seems like
presidential election, it was | 2 cruel illusion. 1
reported from Tokyo, says AFP. Presdem Houee, & human
Japan's Kyodo news agency | rights watchdog group based
quoted Rutskol as saying that | in New York. recently re-
he would run for the presi- | ported that after a spectacular
dency if the country | surge of liberating revolutions
"objectively” needed him as a | at the turn of the decade. the
leader. Charged with inciting | tide is retreating at an alarm-
mass disorder. he was | Ing rate
amnestied and released from In 1992, 38 nations were
vjudged unfree in relation to
and several key indices, including
an | free elections and freedom
campaign and to be at | from political intimidation or
Rutskoi | undue interven-
tion in the lives of citizens.
This year, the number

eltain gave | ©f the worid's

Just over four years later,

sitands at 55 — fully one-third
nations
According to Freedom House, defended the Russian White

Japanese Prime Minister Merihiro Hosokawa (front L) accompanied by his wife Kayoko (front

R) and Chinese State Planning Commission Minister Chen Jinhua (back C) tours the
Forbidden city after his arrival March 19 for a three-day China visit. Hosokawa's visit is ex-
pected to focus on the North Korean nuclear crisis and bilateral economic ties.

‘Russia differs
with US over
Iraq 1ssue

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 19:
Russia differs with the United

States openly yesterday over

the Iraq issue saying that Iraq

has made some progress on
arms destruction and Russia is

considering lifting oill embargo

against it, reports Xinhua.

Russian UN Ambassador
Vorontsov Jully said in a
statement, Russia "noted that
there had lately been certain
positive elements in the ac-

Addressing a regular 60-day
review meeting of the Security
Council over the sanctions
against Iraq, the Ambassador
said that the position of Iraq

should be encouraged.

He added that if a thorough
and comprehensive compli-
ance of Iraq with its obliga-
tions is confirmed, Russian
would be ready to consider lift-
ing the oil embargo in accor-
dance with relevant Security

— AFP photo | Council resolutions.

liberty in the last year alone. a
statistic almost oo appalling Lo
comprehend

Although some may quibble
with certain designations, the
larger trend is undeniable and
profoundly disturbing. while
some, western politicians con
tinue to speak of the promise
of the post-cold war era. they
do so now with a quaver in
their voices ready at any mo
ment to switch that word to
peril

Why has the tide so sud-
denly reversed and how far is
it likely to retreat?

We may all have placed too
much hope in the collapse of
communism those nations lib-
erated in heady 1989 revolu-
tions are now discovering that
freedom is far harder to sus-
tain over time than to cele
brate in a weekend of delirious
abandon.

Iin Moscow. the democratic
demonstrators who proudly

Berlin Wall fell but sim;lar walls

BERKELEY, California. Mar 500 million people lost their
t demonstra-
tors scaled the Berlin Wall in
the autumn of 1988, even the
most jaded observers briefly
believed that it represented a
sort of ultimate triumph of

House form the old guard's at-
tempted coup in August 1991
have been supplanted by an
embittered public scavenging
for food outside a parliament
dominated by freely elected
[ascists and former commu-
nists

Between these two starkly
opposing scenes lie three brief
years of pivotal importance,
when opportunities not seen
in half a century or more were
sabotaged by forces both inter-
nal and external to the revolu-
tionary nations

Domestic circumstances
vary from one country to an-
other, but the general pattern,
epitomized by the Soviet
Union, is distressingly similar:
A precipitous collapse of the
old order followed by a devas-
tation of the economy, a frag-
mentation of political author-
ity. a rise in social unrest, and
a dramatic increase in ex-
tremes of wealth and poverty.

Lacking deep historical
roots in the stony soil of the

east, the fragile flower of
democratic renewal has been
stunted by an absence of fertil-
ity — those institutions, values,
and practices that together
create a civil society capabie of
self-governance.

Acquired through decades
and centuries of painful expe-
rience, these attributes are be-
ing challenged today even in
political cultures that have
long enjoyed democratic guar-
antees.

Crises of confidence in the
established democratic order
now beset the West as well,
where endemic corruption
erodes public trust and ex-
tremists of all stripes shred
the tattered remnants of con-
sensus that knit nations to-
gether. )

Ironically, some of the very
forces liberated by the revolu-
tions of ‘89 now wreak their
erstwhile liberators. To these

internal d s must be
added western liticians'
criminal neglect their col-

lective responsibility o nur-
ture and support the growth of
these frail democratic experi-
ments. '

A generation of exceptional
leadership in the East, includ-
ing Gorbachev, Havel, Walesa,
and a tradition of principled
dissidents, found itselfl utterly
mismatched with a succession
of ignorant, obdurate, and
unimaginative leaders in the
west.
Risking their lives and re-
linquishing their meagre stan-
dard of living, Russians and
eastern Europeans waited with
legendary patience acquired
through centuries of oppres-
sion for the United States and
western Europe to follow
through on their génerous

of material assistance.

But they have only come up
empty-handed with Wwestern
leaders, strapped for cash and
wedded to rigid l‘u--trt:t

rinciples, finding ways (o
Erunlpl:ut of their commit-
ments of freedom in Russia

the Netherlands Residence”
on Tuesday, the embassy said
in a statement.

“It sounds like a lot of fun
and an honour,” said Neel
Lattimore, a spokesman for
the first lady.

The ceremony is part ol festivities marking

the 400th

anniversary of the first [ﬁﬁuﬂng tulips in the Netherlands.

More than 11,000 tulips

be on display at the residence.

French champagne surprisingly
well after 141 yrs in shipwreck

MELBOURNE: It was a little salty and the bubbles were
long gone, but the French champagne survived 141 years in a

shipwreck surprisingly well, reports AP.
Four top Australian and French palates tried to discover

last week the origi

ns of antique wines that spent almost a

century and a half at the bottom of Port Phillip Bay and

another dozen years on shore.

The Victoria Archaeological Survey knocked the tops off a
few bottles that were raised from the depths of the bay 12

years ago.

The wine was found in 1982 by divers exploring the
Willlam Salthouse shipwreck at the head of the trecherous

bay.

The William Salthouse, a 251-ton brig sailing from

Montreal to Melbourne, was carrying flour, beef, pork,
building materials and a consignment of luxury wine when it

ran aground in 1841,

Remarkably, the contents of most bottles salvaged from
the wreck were still intact. The bottles had been carefully
packed in their crates, bedded'in straw and surrounded by

wicker baskets.

exist throughout Europe

and elsewhere in the former
Soviet Union, how far will it go
before finding a new balance.
and how widely will its effects
be felt?

The reversal may be sub
stantial. but it will also be self-
limiting.

The same global economic
forces that now wreak such
social pain and political tur-
moil in the former Soviet em-
pire and elsewhere render it
difficult if not ble for

will find

to defy this inex-
orable trend. But this fact will
prevent him and othérs

spilling for
too much blood ip the process.

Dalai Lama to
visit Israel
this weekend

NEW DELHI, Mar 19:
Tibetan spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, will travel to srael
this weekend on his first vieit
to the Middle East, a
spokesman for his govern-
ment-in-exile said today. re-
ports AFP.

The spokesman, Tashi
Wangdi. said the five-day trip,
starting t(omorrow, Wwas
"basically a pilgrimage.”

"He has always wanted to
visit Jerusalem and he never
had the opportunity before.”
Wangdi said.

The spokesman said no
meetings were planned be-
tween the Dalai Lama and
Isracli leaders but the Nobel
laureate will deliver lectures
on the Tibetan issue at lsraeli
universities,

The Dalal Lama has lived in
exile in the Northern Iindian
town of Dharamsala since flee-
ing Tibet following an abortive
anti-Chinese uprising in 1988,



