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A Master Machine

Oy Day

by Rashed Mahmud Titumir

Technology., whether complementary or
contradictory to labour power that rests with
the politicians, determines how to think and
what to do. It changes 's involvement in

the process of production, distribution of helps our access to the rare text and

wealth and labour and the interaction between ence books.”

and among them, thus allowing society to Asked to elaborate, he says : “As we don't

move on. have books in . we have to rely on
The machine, often viewed, sceptically and the f books. prices of which are beyond

even hostilely by poets and writers such as our reach. But if we have the books, xeroxed.

DH I..-H.'IFI"EI'IEE now rules the day.
One such ma-
chine is a photo-
stat machine and
it has taken over
lives by storm. Its
invasion is so inci-
sive that hand
copying has be- &
come a thing of
the past. Once a
strictl high pro-
file o uip-
ment., lhe oto-
co have fnund
their access to
roadside shops at
Nilkhet to ?’EICI’.
The rapid use of
photo-copier is not

ust a result of ur-
isation, or for

that matter, a
blessin of the
ed about

ernisation. [t
also .signifies a
change in human
habit. :

Scores of shop
came into being,
especially near the
higher educational
institutions and co-
mmercial establishments. Inside the crowdy
places of Nilkhet or Dhaka University or Baxi

it costs one- -tenth of the price.”

The ubiquitous machine

continued.
“Whether

scientists can sa

student of Dh

a University,

4 ing has
. rated. He
that the

" ch we

it turns us idle or not, social
says Nazrul Islam, a
“certainl

But he acknowl-
edges that unlike
our parents,

skill of handwrit-

the

deterio-
informs
art of

8 hlndwrlﬂng‘ whi-
practice
since our child-
hood, deteriorates

with age, because

of the easy access
to the machine.

In B adesh,

- even wit the

economy in a state

of disarray, photo-

yed

ment.

strument

Therefore.
rox machine
more than an in-

stat machine has
- created an option
for the unemplo-
youths
engage themselves
in self employ-

to

Xe-
is

through

which people copy
things. They
already become a

have

way of life. For

adults and students, who use the photostat

: machines, it is a means to get easily
Bazar, people are jostling for availing of the  g45ne Without this cannot think of life.
chance before their competitors. Excess of its use, according to critics,

“This two . says Prof Harun may (nvite backlashes from unforeseen
Rashid of Dhaka University,”. "firstly he or she  comers and also helps facilitate the dehumani-

has already learnt the old saying —time is
money.”

Hcyu}ru that our mundane world has asked
them to abide by the rules of the game and 'so
h:nrihcllcxplal the fruits of science’'.

sation

The celebration of new technology
in the assumption that such breakthro
tantamount to economic devel
growth to occur, the economists thinks, the

t.

follows
s are
ut for
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10 000 phone exchange to
be set up in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Mar 19: The in-
stallation work of ten thousand
digital telephone exchange will
start in Rajshahi soon.

An agreement to this effect
has already been signed with a
French firm and the Bangla-
desh Telephone and Telegraph
Board.

An official source told BSS
that the work on the project
will be completed within thirty
months.

The source said that the
work®on cable line, setting up
of digital equipment power
plant, switching equipment
and others will be installed
soon for completion of the

project.

When completed. total
telephone line will be thirteen
thousand five hundred in the

-district.

Meanwhile, extension work
of a new telephone exchange
in Chapainawabganj will also

start soon at a cost of Taka two
crore.

The source said that addi-
tional four hundred telephone
line will be installed in the ex-
change to facilitate the people

of Chapainawabganj. *+

The work on the project
will be completed by Decem-
ber next, the source added.

Farakka Action

Committee 1n
UK submits memo
to Indian HC

The Farakka Action Commi-
ttee in UK handed over a me-
morandum to the Indian High
Commission in London on
March 17 urging immediate
solution to the plight of mil-
lions of Bangladeshis due to
unilateral withdrawal of the
Ganges water by India at
Farakka . according to a
message received in Dhaka,
reports BSS.

A delegation of the action
committee also handed over a
memorandum to British Prime
Minister John Major at 10
Downing Street, calling for his
good offices to prevail over
India to provide its rightful
share of the Ganges to prevent
an environmental disaster in
Bangladesh. Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Raoc just
ended his visit to Britain.

Mahidur Rahman, convenor
of the committee in a press
release said the secretary to
the British prime minister re-
ceived them and the memo-
randum. i

Shafig Miah and Mahtab
Chowdhury, two other promi

" nent leaders of the committee

were among the delegation.

BRDB's poverty

alleviation
programme

RAJSHAHI, Mar 19: The
Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB)] has launched a
massive poverty alleviation
programme in eighty-two tha-
nas of greater Rajshahi, Pabna,
Kushtia and Jessore districts.
reports BSS.

The programme known as
Rural Poor Cooperative Project
was started last year.

The total cost of the project
will be Taka 148 75 cr and the
programmes will continue for
five years with the objective to
provide loan among landless
peasants and poor by organis-
ing them under cooperative
societies.

Of the total amount, Asian
Development Bank(ADB) will
provide Taka 120 cr for com-

pletion of the project

Condolences on

Amalesh

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Workers Party and Jatiya
Sramik Federation yesterday
mourned the death of journal-
ist Amalesh Sarker. Amalesh, a
senior staff reporter of the
Weekly Holiday died early
Friday last.

President of the Workers
Party Amal Sen and General
Secretary Rashed Khan Menon
in a condolence message re-
called the objectivity and dedi-
cation of Amalesh and said that
he had been a keen observer of
the left politics in the country.

In a separate message
Sramik Federation President
Abul Bashar and General
Secretary Tipu Biswas said that
Amalesh had been sympathetic
to the struggles of labourers of
the country.

BSS adds: The members of
the Forum of Environmental
Journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB) yesterday expressed its
deep shock and profound grief
at the untimely death of its
member and senior reporter of
Weekly Holiday Amalesh
Sarker.

Members of the FEJB held a
condolence meeting at the
National Press Club and de-
scribed Amalesh as one of the
outstanding. energetic, and
hard working young journalist
who had never compromised
with his profession.

The speakers recalled that
he was a very soft-spoken,
honest and committed envi-
ronmental journalist.

Correction

In our news item headlined
'4 states may appoint hony
consuls’ appearing on March
13 it was inadvertently men-
tioned in para five that Badrul
Huda Khandaker was a former
consul for Tunisia.

Actually as mentioned later
in the same item. Badrul Huda
Rounak Khandaker is referred
correctly as the Hony Consul
General of Tunisia.

Khandaker has, however,
informed us that he has not
sought appointment as Consul
General for Mauritius.

The errors are regretted.

| Jute plastic boat

launched

A boat made of jute plastic
was launched in the river
Sitalakhya near Tarabo yester-
day as display and demonstra-
tion of its trial production. re-
ports BSS,

Jute Minister AS M Hannan
Shah formally inaugurated the’
launching.

Norway-Bangladesh (NOBA)
Composits Limited built this
boat in Bangladesh with the fi-
nancial assistance of NORAD
(Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation) and
technical assistance of two
Norwegian naval architects.

The jute minister said the
couniry had an average de-
mand of fifty thousand boats
per year.

This twenty-eight feet long
boat has a speed limit of 15
kilometres per hour.

The workers of the jute
plastic plant of BJMC has done
the work in six months time.

The minister praised the
workers and said that govern-
ment enterprise workers
could do tremendous work if
proper guidance and manage-
ment is provided.

The minister urged the
technologists to use local ex-
pertise in diversified use of
jute.

He expressed satisfaction
over the increasing use of jute
today.

He urged the local scien-
tists and industrialists to work
together for commercial pro-
duction of various jute goods in
competitive price.

Col (retd) Mujibur Rahman
Khan, managing director of the
NOBAL Composits Limited, ex-
plained various aspects of the
boat and answered different
guestions.

PhD awarded

Md Munsur
-1 Rahman ob-
| tained PhD
degree on
§ January 16
# this vyear
*%]from the

7 | Department
-4 { of Psycholo-
& {gy. Univer-
of Raj-
se,

shahi. says a press
His topic of the research
was "A Study On Social Identity

and Minority Influence in
Bangladesh”. He worked under
the supervision of Dr Md Mo-
zammel Hugq, Professor and

Chairman, Department of
Psychology. Rajshahi Univer-
sity.

He is the second son of Md
Amir Ali and late Firoza Begum
of village Mothurapur. Nan-

digram. Bogra.
Newspaper
holiday

All the newspaper offices
will remain closed on March
26 on the occasion of the
Independence and National
Day, according to a Bangladesh
Sangabadpatra Parishad press
release, reports BSS

There will be no publication
of newspaper on March 27, it
sadd.
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NOTICH \GM/EGM

Our valued Shareholders are informed that the
Notices of the 21st Annual General Meeting

and the Extra-ordinary General Meeting
scheduled to be held on 29th March, 1994, at

Ol

12:00 Noon at the BCIC Auditorium,

30-31 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, were sent to the
last registered. addresses through Courier on
8th March, 1994.

We request the shareholders who have not
received them, to contact the Secretarial

Department m hours from
20th to24th ,» 1994 for issue of duplicate
notices.

CANADIAN
CATALOGUE SHOW '94

Exh!bitinn of :

* Catalogues  * Brochures
* Leaflets * Videos
of Products and Services from Canada.
at : The Conference room
Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Agrabad
Date & Time 21st March, 11 am -5 pm

22nd March, 10 am - 4 pm
23rd March, 10 am - 4 pm

You are cordially invited to visit the Show.

~ Sponsored By :
Canadian High Commission, Dhaka
and
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce & Industry

CHANGE OF
TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Banque Indosuez is pleased to inform its
valued customers of the following
change in telephone numbers at their
main branch 47, Motijheel C/A. Dhaka.

Oid New
numbers numbers
867115

867116

All other telephone numbers remain

unchanged.
For your convenience please note our
complete PABX telephone numbers as

follows :

86 64 85
86 64 86
86 64 87
867115
867116

PABX

BANQUE INDOSUEZ

Light rain likely

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 12 hours commencing 6 am
today (Sunday) says. rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely to occur over the regions of
Dhaka, Comilla. Mymensingh and Sylhet and weather is likely
to remain dry elsewhere over the country.

The Met Office forecasts, day temperature is likely to re-
main nearly unchanged over the country.

The sun sets today (Sunday) at 6:10 pm and rises tomor-

row (Monday) at 6:02 am.

The country's highest temperature yesterday of 36 0 de-
grees Celsius was recorded in Satkhira and the lowest 19.0 In

Rajshahi.

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and rela-
tive humidity recorded in some of the major cities and towns

of the country yesterday are:
Cities /Towns

Max
Dhalca 33.3
Chittagong 30 2
Rajshahi 34 5
Khuina 35 .4
Barisal 34 2
Cox’'s Bazar 31.0
Sythet 26.2
Dinajpur 33.0

Temperatures in
degrees Celsius

Humidity in
percentage
Min 9 am 6 pm
28 4 B4 59
23.0 77 77
19.0 71 49
24 4 B2 49
24.5 BO 76
24 .5 73 73
22.2 4] 80
22.5 77 57
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