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JS team off
to Paris

A three-member men-
tary delegation left for Paris
last night to attend a confer-
ence of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union beginning there
Sunday. The delegation con-
sists of Abdur Rob Chowdhury
MP (BNP), Jubed Ali AM (AL)
and Secretary of the Bangla-

desh Parliament Abul Hashem
who already left Dhaka Satur-

Dr Kamml Hossain. presi-
dent of the Gane Forum left

Dhaka yesterday for Qatar to
attend the United Nations

Easterm Paint and Varnish
yesierday evening. Fire brigade

- yeslerday

All is set for the by-election
to the Jatiya Sangsad con-
stituency of Magura-2 today.

Candidates from five par-
ties, including the four major
ones, are contesting the seat
which fell vacant upon the
death of AL MP Advocate
Asaduzzaman last year.

Polling begins at eight in
the morning and continues
until four in the afternoon
without break.

There are 2,06,624 vnters
in the constituency which
comprises the Shalikha and
Mohammadpur thanas as well
as four unions of sadar.

According to the Returning
Officer, Deputy Commissioner
Nirmal Chandra Sarker, all
preparations have been comn-
pleted to hold the polls
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y-polls today

By Staff Correspondent
peacefully. Tight security mea-

sures have been taken to en-
sure free and fair voting. he
said. Units of the paramilitary
Bangladesh Rifles have been
mobilised to assist the law en-
forcing agencies during the
election.

However, in an unexplained
move, Chief Election Co-
mmissioner (CEC) Justice A
Rouf who, along with several
senior Election Commission
officials had gone to Magura
yesterday " morning, suddenly
decided to return to the capi-
tal with his entourage in the
evening.

An EC announcement ear-
lier had . said Justice Rouf
would remain present in

Magura today (Sunday) to per-

sonally oversee the conduct of

Hasina confident of

L

seat

From Our Correspondent

Awami

MAGURA, Mar 19:
League chief Sheikh Hasina

expressed her
party's confidence to win the
Magura-2 by-election, saying
that the people are deter-
mined to vote overwhelmingly
for AL as a protest against the
government's ineptitude and

CEC seeks
cooperation

MAGURA. Mar 19: Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Justice Abdur Roul today held
a meeting with political lead-
ers, candidates, local officials
and journalists seeking their
cnnperntinn in holding tomor-

.row’s. hy-election peacefully,

UNB.
He apprised the meeting
that adequaie measures had

| been taken for free and fair

vmliir&mﬁy. excepting officials
and accredited persons, will
be allowed to enter the voting
centres, he said.

Tofael Ahmed MP of the
Awami League, Maj (rtd)
Akhteruzzaman MP and Sirajul

See Page 12 Col 3

corruption.

The AL chief accused the
BNP of intimidating the voters
through threats and using
black money.

Sheikh Hasina expressed
her disappointnmient at the
BNP's refusal to accept a pro-
posal of the Chief Election
Commissioner to constitute
all-party observer teams for all
the unions in the Magura -2
constituency.

BNP had first agreed to the

roposal but had backed out
prompting the CEC to depart
from Magura in the evening,
Hasina said. .

- The AL chief who addressedt
a hurriedly called press con-
ferencde late this evening ac-
cused the ruling BNP of having

“formulated a blueprint to rig

the elections nnd commit
"vote dacoity”.

She also said that the Chief
Election Commissioner's de-
parture from Magura will only
"help BNP blueprint to rig the
polls.”

Replying to question from
reporters, Hasina said that de-
spite ‘all these' her party will
contest the by-election to seek
the people's mandate.

BNP committed to free,
fair polls: Majid

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA., Mar 19: Agricul-
turg Minister M Majidul Hugq
yesterday emphasised that the
BNP was committed to holding
free and fair elections. irres-
pective of victory or defeat.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Magura Press Club
at 10:30 pm tonight, Majidul
Huq dispelled opposition
charges of any plans to rig the

The Agriculture Minister
said that during the tenure of
the BNP government, several
by-elections, including the
mayoral polis, have been held
in a free and fair atmosphere.

"We even lost two mayoral
scats, which only shows- that
we have never tried to influ-
ence the polls nor the conduct
of polling by the Election
Compnission. '

Majidul Huq said that Op-

they were afraid of

Sunday's polls.
Energy and Mineral Reso-

urces Minister Dr Khandaker

Mosharraf Hossain, Labour and

Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiya and Amanullah
Aman, MP, also addressed the
press conference.

See page 12 Col 2

Ctg Polytec Instt

closed sine die
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 19 The
Chit Polytechnic Insti-
tute has been closed sine die
and students have been asked
to vacate the hostels before 6
pm today.

Earlier, a series of cocktail
explosions rocked the campus
here this afterpoon when two
groups of students clashed for
possession of the hostels of the

institute,

The clash continued for' so-
me hours but the situation
came under control when a
large contingent of police
rushed to the spot

the polls.
In this connection, the local
Circuit House had also been

reserved by the local adminis-
trgtion to act as an election
camp for the CEC and his men.

But after holding a series of
meetings with the administra-
tion and EC officials, as well as
leaders of the major political
parties during the afternoon,
Justice Rouf quite unexpect-
edly decided to change his
plans and leave for Dhaka.
Accompanied by his EC staff
he left Magura at around 7:30
pm. 5

Justice Rouf's decision sur-

prised many and some Awami

League leaders and workers

even went to the office of the

Magura Police Super where
See Page 12 Col 7

F :fth JS sets
by-polls

record
Star Report g
The present Jatiya Sangsad,
the [ifth in independent

Bangladesh, has set a record in
the number of by-elections to
its vacant seats.

The number of by-polls will
rise to 16 with the holding of
the latest one in Magura-2
constituency today. The 16th
by-election is being held just

21 days after the fifth
Parliament compieted three
years.

According to dlficial re-

cords. bv-elections ook place

in 10 seals, vacated by those

who were elected in more
than one constituencies during
the 1991 general elections. Of
these 10 seais. four each were
vacated by Primne Minister

'H.hahﬂiﬁ Zia and the Yormer

President HM Ershad while
one each by Tofael Ahmed and
Abdur Razzak of the Awami
League. By-polls in another
seal was held after President
Abdur Rahman Biswas took
oath leaving his JS seat vacant.
By-elections in another four
seats were held following
deaths of the sitting MPs. The
Magura seat also fell vacant due
to death of an AL MF.

Dhaka—Calcutta\

Biman tickets

at a premium!

By Staff Correspondent

With the rush of passengers
between Dhaka and Calcutta
having increased manifold over
the past several months a
section of unscrupulous travel
agents have been allegedly
charging higher than normal
fare from the Biman passen-
gers.

The agents, reportedly with
the help of some corrupt em
ployees at Biman s reservation
department, are blocking
some seats on every flight for
selling those at a premium, a
number of passengers told The

Biman's chief spokesman.
however, said that he had no
knowledge about such allega
tions, He said a high-powered
commitiee monitors the pbsi-
tion of the Calcutta flights ev-
eryday and there is no scope of
such false bookings unless any-
body manipulates the comput-
erised reservation system.

He also said Biman would

See Page 12 Col B

investigale and take punitive
l measures against the agencies
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SAARC Chairperson and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia delwenng her mﬂugural dddress at the first South Asian

Press Clubs' Conference at the Osmany Memorial Hall in Dhaka yesterday

PM asks journalists of SAARC countries

— PID photo

Help transform South Asia into

an 'economic powerhouse'

Prinfe Minister Be gum
Khaleda Zia yesterday urged
the journalists of the SAARC
countries o infuse more vigour
into their writings for trans-
forming South Asia into a
prosperous region, an eco-
nomic powerhouse. by the furn
of the century, reports UNB.

"We are hopeful. our jour-
nalists will show us the way for
transition to a prosperous re-
gion ... by transforming the re-
gion into a single family you
can aid in its transformation
into an economic pPOWEr-
house.” she said.

The Prime Minister, also

‘Chaitpeérson of the SAARC

(Seuth Asian Association for
Regional Codperation), was in-
augurating a two-day South

Asian Press Clubs Conference -

on "Building Bridge Between

Peoples of the SAARC: The

Role of the Press” at the
Osmany Memorial Hall in the
morning.

Organised by the Jatiya
Press Club of Bangladesh. the
lirsl ever conference of Lhe

press :?Iuhf: ‘of Soulh Asjan
countries is being attended by
aboul 20 senior journalists
from six othér member-coun-
lries — Pakistan, India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. .

SAARC Secretary General Y
K Silwal, Jativa Press Club
President «Hassan Shahriar,
General Secretary Shawkat
Mahmood and representatives
of foreign delegates —
President of the Karachi Press
Club.Hasan Abidi and Associate
Editor and Delhi Bureau Chief
of the Aajkal of Calcutta also
addressed the inzugural func-

The Prime Minister termed
the SAARC as a unique forum
for identifying and solving
common problems of the
countries of this region such as
poverty, illiteracy, overpopula-
lrwon and unemployment and
said journalists could play a
catalytic role in combating
those.

Begum Zia felicitated the
journalists who. she said. cross

the barriers of race, colour. re-
ligion. state and time and work
selflessly for social peace,
progress and welfare of the
people.

Mentioning the capability of
journalists to generate public
opinion in their respective

countries, the Primne Minister
said: "You can influence the

political leadership to work in
favour of those public opin-
ions."

Begum Zia asserted that the
journalists could help trans-
form the region into a single
family and, thereby, assist in
making it an economic power-
house. "You can build bridges
of friendship among peoples of
South Asia."

The SAARC Chairperson felt
the urgency of enhanced coop-
eration among the countries of
the region and expressed her
optimism that effective mutual
cooperation and concerted ef-
forts could resolve their com-
mon problems.

She listed poverty, resource
constraint, large-scale illiter-

acy, population explosion and
unemployment as some of the
major problems facing the
countries of the region.

"Journalists and the mass
media have contributed signif-
icantly towards making the
present day world a single uni-
fied family,” she observed.
"Mankind is thus indebted to:
the journalist community.”

Turning on the scenario at
home, Begum Zia said the con-
ference was being held at a
significant juncture of Bang-
ladesh's history. The founda-
tion of democracy has been
strengthened in the country
through a free and fair election
held in 1991 and the
was now engaged in gi
instituttonal shape to de-
IMOCTAaCY.

Within a democratic
all are discharging their re-
spective duties with utmost
sincerity and confidence, she
pointed out. "Flourishing of
this democratic spirit has left
a 'positive impact on other

See Page 12 Col 1

$ 75m fund for Pak-Bangla

stock markets launched

A 75-million US dollar for-
eign investment fund has been
launched recently with the
primary objective to invest In
the capital markets of both
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

“This is for the first time an
overseas investment fund has
been created to invest in the
stock market of Bangladesh "
sald Khurshid Alam, chairman
of the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE), yesterday.

Briefing newsmen at the
Dhaka Stock Exchange confer-
ence room Alam, however, urn-
derlined the importance of
making good scrips available in
the share market 1o meet the
impending demand

"If we cannot utilise this
fund by increasing the availa
bility of shares, securities,
debentures and bonds, then it
will go w Pakistan.” he cautio-
ned. "It will be a big failure on
our part if we cannot hold on
to the investments which are
already coming here.”

The Regent Moghul Fund. a

By Staff Correspondent

company incorporated in the
Cayman Islands, was recently
floated with an application for
listing of its shares at the Irish

Stock Exchange in Dublin and

planning to raise a 75 million
dollar fund for investment.
The fund's investment ob-

jective is to achieve growth by

investing in a diversified port
folio consisting primarily of
equities listed in the Bangla-
dtsh and Pakistan stock ex
changes and equity related
securities. including convert
ible bonds and warranis issued
by (the two countries). Also, it
I8 expected that up to 20 per
cent of the Fund's portfolio
may be invested 111 ninlisted se-
curities.” Alam s

The fund will be managed
by Regent Fund Management
Lid, which is wholly owned by
the Regent Pacific Group ktd
and is the holding company of
a financial services group with
operations in Hong Kong,
London and Toronto. It man-
ages and acts as an advisor to

UN condemns Hebron massacre

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 19:
The Security Council Friday
condemned a massacre last
month of some 30 Palestinian
Muslims by an Israeli settler,
and the United States immedi-
ately announced that senior
lsraeli and Palestine Liberation

Organisation (PLO) officials
would shortly meet, reporis
Reuter.

American UN envoy

Madeleine Albright told the
Council after the vote: "They
have finally agreed to convene
a senior-level — the
timing of which will be an-
nounced in the days ahead ™
She also said that "Syria.
Jordan and Lebanon have
agreed to resume bilateral ne-
gotiations with lsrael in April -
The PLO and other Arab

delegations broke off peace
talks lrlh Israel after an

American-born settler, Baruch
Goldstein, killed and wounded
scores of Ramadan worship-
pers February 25 at a mosque
in the West Bank town of
Hebron. He was beaten to
death by enraged survivors.
The Council resolution calls
for ‘a temporary international
or foreign presence, which
was provided for in the decla-
ration of principles’ signed by
israel and the PLO last
September. to ensure the

The resolution does not say
what from the international
presence should take although
the United Nations and the
European Union have offered
o send observers

The proposed presence
would not inciude an armed

UN force as the PLO had
wished, since that would re
quire Israel's consent.

The resolution as a whole
was adopted without a vote
after the United States, in
prior balloting on individual
paragraphs, abstained on two.

One affirmed Jerusalem's
status as part of the Israeli-oc-
cupied territories. Israel cap-
tured east Jerusalem in the
1967 Middle East war, but the
United States believes the sia-
tus of the holy city should be
decided at a later siage of ne-
gotiations between |srael and
the PLO on Lhe accord they
signed last September on Hm-
ited Palestinian seif- rule.

The other US abstention
was on a paragraph referring
to 'occupied Palestinian terri-
tory rather than 'terrilories a
formulation the United States

sa\s could be taken to indicate
sovereignly or statehood.
Albright told the Council
she would have vetoed the res-
olution if the language the US
found objectionable had ap-
peared in its operative section
rather than the preambie.
Council action had been re-

peatedly postporied, at the re-

quested of the United States,
which first hoped for a PLO
commitment to return to the
negotiating table.

The PLO repeatedly said it
was awaiting the implementa-
tion of measures to ensure the
safety of Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza and to
curb israell settlers.

The Council resolation
strongly condemns the mas-
sacre on Hebron and its after-
match which took the lives of

See Page 12 Col 8

funds with aggregate assets in
excess of 1.7 billion dollars.

The lead managers to the
issue, the DSE chairman in-
[ormed, Is Carr Indosuez Asia
Ltd, and the selling agents are
Dongshu. Securities, LCF Ed-
mond de Rothschild Securities
and N M Rothschilds and Sons
and W | Carr (America) Lid.

A member of the DSE,
Imtiyaz Husain. who is its cur-
rent vice chairman, has also
been included as a director of
the fund. Two of the other di-
rectors are from Hong Kong
while the fourth is from
Pakistan.

"It s good that a local stock
market expert has been se-
lected to manage a foreign in-
vestment fund." Alam pointed
L. ™

However, the DSE chairman
expressed his concern at the
existing paucity of quality
shares amid the ongoing bull
run in the market. "If we ig-
nore this period then the total

See Page 12 Col 1

BCL (M-I) threatens boycott
Students prepare for

DUCSU elections

By Staff Correspondent

The student bodies began
their preparations for the
DUCSI! polls with the reopen-
ing of Dhaka University yester-
day.

The Awami League's student
wing. Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-1), has however, de
cided to beycott the elections
if steps are not taken to ensupe
congenial atmosphere op the
DU campus. :

The Wrr-(:ha#r of the
university, Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed, talking to The Daily
Star last night, however, ruled
out the possibility of shifting
the date of the elections even
if any organisation abstained

from taking part in the polls.
"How ean the date be
siifted for a single student or-
ganisation, when all others
want the polls to be held on
schedule”. the Vice-Chancellor
adding the atmosphere in
university is better than

any time in the past.
ur Rahim, the General
Secretary of the BCL (M-I},
said ‘the presence of a large
number of armed hoodlums In
various residential halls, cap-
turing the halls by the activists
of some of the student organi
sations and the failure of the
DU authorities to ensure con-
See Page 12 Col 7

L

Body to remove
pay-scale
anomalies

The government yesterday
constituted a four-member
committee headed by Labour -
and Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan to look into
the discrepancies if any in the
salary scales of different cadres
and non-cadres officials be-
longing to government and
semi-government organisa-
tions. reports BSS.

The commitiee will submit
a full recommendation after
theroughly examining the

problems to find out a solution.

The members of the com-
mittee are: Abdul Mannan,
State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism, M Siddiqur Rah-
man. former Cabinet Secretary
and S M Al-Hussainey, former
chairman of Bangladesh Public
Service Commission.

The Committee will, among
others, also make recommen-
dations to introduce a balanced
and a just salary structures for
all concerned after examina-
tion.

The Establishment Ministry
will provide secretarial facili-/
ties to the committee.

The committee will
a full report with the
ment within there months.

Lalbalgh murder:
€ mMorec
arrested -

By Staff Correspondepf

An absconding suspect of
the Lalbagh post-polls
Igbal Hossain, was detained
the Detective Branch early
vesterday morning.

On a tip-off. the DB men
raided Siddiq Bazar in the old
part of the city and arrested
Igbal who latter re .
confessed to his involvement
in the killing on January 31.

So far, 14 of the 18 accused
killers have been arrested by
police. The main accused
Abdul Aziz, however, is still at
large. Six people were killed
when the poll-losers attacked
their rivals at Nawabganj under
Lalbagh Police Station. Igbal
was produced before the

Magistrates court and was
taken on police remand.



