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S we progress along
life's journey. we inevi-
tably acquiré more and
¢ Wore baggage and hardly
anyone is spared his (or hers)
share of trials and tribulations.
For some it may take the form
of children being born with
congenital defects such as
mental retardation, a hole in
the heart, while others may be
burdened with grave and
debilitating illnesses like
multiple sclerosis or
Alzheimer's disease (both of
which are incurable). There
are others who may yet face
traumas such as financial ruin,
professional disgrace or be-
trayal by one's nearest and
dearest. All such who have ex-
perienced pain in some form
or other must have felt aban-
doned by their Creator and
somewhat disappointed with
God (whatever we may con-
ceive Him to be).

While very few would sym-
pathise or waste a moment's
thought on the "slings and ar-
rows of misfortune” on
scoundrels (after all, they
"deserved” their fate as they
have been far too long flouting
every decent norm of be-
haviour); the majority
inevitably question the
Almighty's sense of justice
when sorrows fall like heavy
monsoons on the good and in-
nocent. Major religions do at-
tempt to answer this ege-old
question with answers such as

“t's a test of faith” or "you rape
what you sow and what you are
going through now is a result
of bad deeds committed in a
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Philip Yancey, a noted au-
thor and four-time recipient of
the coveted Gold Medallion
Award, tackles the three burn-
ing questions which many have
asked at some point of their
lives; in his book,
"Disappointment with God".

1) "Is God unfair? Why
doesn't He consistently punish
evil people and reward good

HE pain is nothing new

I to her today. Rather it is

increasing day by day
since the beginning — making
it heavy and unbearable, and it
seems to have reached ils
extreme these days, especially
in the month of October. On
the 23rd, this pain knows no
bound in the life of Anita
Shabnam Chowdhury.

It was on this day that
Anita's husband, Ikram
Hussain, left her in his journey
to another world — after being
torn between her indifference
and his own hopeless egotism.
In the absence of her husband
Anita Shabnam feels like a
songbird in a cage as she re-
__members him everytime
whereas she inflicted pain of
indifference and negligence
upon him in every way. It is

tedly coming to her mind
" today, how calm and tolerant
was that man — how deeply he
loved her. Yet. she never iried
to understand her husband

times did she
turn cruel to hurt Ikram taking
the advan of his docility!

from any complexity and tact-
fulness; even he didn't have

the exact idea of the demand
of his own family and his re-
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hurt. The reticence of her
husband would rather confirm
her doubt.

Anita got the word ‘fussy’
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people? Why do awful things
happen to people good and
bad, with no discernible pat-
tern?”

2) Is God silent? If He is so
concerned about our doing his
will, why doesn't He reveal
that more plainky?

3) Is God hidden? Why
doesn’'t He simply show up
found the skeptics once and
for all?

The author attempts a can-
did and incisive examination of
the Almighty's rejations with
humans, starting with the bib-
lical account of Adam and Eve's
fall from grace with their first
bite of the forbidden fruit,
through the turbulent saga of

*Moses leading the Israelites
across the Sinai desert to the
Promised Land: and various
periods of history when God
actually revealed Himself in
times of trouble and inter-
vened to protect His people.

How else could the large
throng of Israelites have sur-
vived the horrendous condi-
tions of the barren desert had
they not received the manna
from heaven for food, or drank
water that sprouted out from a
rock when they were close to
dying from thirst? Or, con-
sider the miraculous circum-
stances of their escape from
the awesome might of the
heavily armed army
in hot pursuit. The oppressed
slaves did not stand a chance!
Then God pérformed the mir-
acle of parting the Red Sea to
enaBle his people to flee to
safety, once again restoring
nature's fury when the oppres-
sors reached the sea.

Yancey traces in detail inci-
dents in the Old Testament
when God revealed himself —
frequently — to Moses, the
leader, "in a tent pitched just
outside the Israelite camp”.

inclined to some other woman
and he was spending most of
his money there. It was this
suspicion of Anita that [kram
couldn’t stanl anymore. [kram
was demure and could never
dare to do two things in his
academic years (though he al-
ways longed to)] — participat-
ing in the debates and talking
to girls. His avoidance of girls
was often teased by his friends
who called him chicken-
hearted. He was so nervous
even on his wedding night that
when he sat beside his newly-
wed bride, he suddenly felt his
head heavy and he was
nearly collapsing! it, however,
amused both the parties. The
sudden of any un-
known woman would still
choke his words and would
cause uneasiness in him — to
escape an encounter —yet
there came such a compliment
from his-wife! What else could
he think of himself other than
an unfortunate husband? That
was the only point that he
would go for a verbal fight,

though finally he would be left
badly defeated by his wife.

Then Iike a coward lkram
Hussain would find no alterna-
tive except letting the
teardrops rolling down his
cheeks

Despite all these facts
Ikram Hussain loved his wife
with all of his heart. He
couldn't forget his wife for a
while. He would come t
back home after his office
hours whereas his other

business’' checkup. No wonder
they would call Ikram Hussain
a 'wife-crazy’ husband. But all
his interest and eagerness
would sizzle down as soon as

he stepped inio the house.
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Reviewed by
NANCY WONG

The Israelites were fully aware
of these divine meetings but
were they interested in partic-
ipating in them? Not in the
least! "Speak to us yourself and
we will listen,” they said to
Moses, "but do not have God
speak to us or we will dje™
There was a covenant be-
tween God of the Old
Testament and the I[sraelites,
which rested on rewards for
good behaviour. However, time
and again, this was broken and
God’'s laws violated in open de-
flance despite His wishes be-
ing made clear as daylight.
Consider what happened when
Moses climbed the sacred Mt
Sinai to receive God's word.
Upon his descent into their
midst, the Israelites who had
been direct witnesses to God's
bounty, grace and mercy,
completely forgot all the mira-

she remembers gradually how
she emptied the man until

death took him away; whereas
his steady love and stoical for-
titude were always there to
overwhelm her. But she
walked away when love came
her way. A love that cared and
went unshared until at last it
died within. Its despair now
seems to have come back to let
her emotion set in motion.
With a strange sensation she
turns restless to return his
love the way he did — Anita
now needs [kram to drench
him completely in the tunnel
of her love. [kram Hussain was
denied the love in his lifetime
when he needed it most. Who
cares if it comes flooding ev-
erything now? There may be a
few others whose success in
love flows like [kram's who are
denied love in their life de-
spite their giving away every-
thing they own.

Here lies only a kind of so-
lace for. them who are de-
prived of love. To love some-
body is not unrewarding. Some

s of the
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cles wrought for them: they
danced, made merry and wor-
shipped the golden calfl

Has human nature ch
much since the days of the Old
Testament? Would mankind
today react differently from
the wayward Israslites of those
days, if God were to reveal
Himself clearly and vocally?
Hardly, concludes Yancey as he
cites numerous examples of
human ingratitude, open re-
bellion against God's wishes
and downright cruelty to fel-
low human beings; through the
labyrinth of books in the Bible.

Central of the human
dilemma is the persistent
guestion, "Why do good people
suffer?” Yancey deals with this
by examining the book of Job;
one with numerous passages of
exquisite poetry and profound

three old and

setting, the problems Job
faced are timeless and univer-
sal. Of all God's creations, Job
was the most righteous and
spiritual one of his day. What
counted most was that he
loved God with all his being.
His earthly possessions far
outnumbered any of his con-
temporaries and he was
blessed with ten offsprings.

One day however, disaster
struck and one calamity after
another overtook Job. His fabu-
lous mansion was razed to the
ground, all his sheep, donkeys,
and camels perished and the
deaths of all his children fol-
lowed with rapid succession.
Then, to top it all, his whole
body erupted into sores which
covered him from head to toe
and he was reduced to
scratching himself with a
plece of broken shard.
Naturally, Job, reeling from all
‘these tragedies, beat his chest
in agony, and asked the
haunting, ageless question:
"Why me? What did I do
wrong? What i8 God trying to-
tell ' me?" o

In the midst of his torment,
close friends
rushed to comfort him. Their
words had the opposite effect
for they charged that his mis-
eries must be God's punish-
ment for some dreadful sins
Job had committed — for after
all God was loving, kind, just
and would not inflict su
on the innocent. Or, He may be
sending some kind of message.
Job remained bewildered and

sorely hurt for he knew in the -

depths of his heart that he had
done nothing wrong.

After much soul searching
and deep despair, Job could
not find the answer.
Nevertheless, he survived his
searing tribulations with his
deep faith intact. Thereafter,

thoughts. Despite its ancient “all his former material wealth

nothing despite offering every-
thing to her, the other one can
only give her a feeling of pain,
though she has given him ev-
erything she could. She has
got so many things common in
Shakil. If she starts singing a
song, Shakil would definitely
sing the next line if he is
around. They have got such
deep interest in reading and
music that they would check
the publishing house and
recording company before
buying books and records.
They have equally common
choice in clothes and cosmet-
ics. They would share official
joke books on their bed like
the kids do. Then where did
they go wrong? AnTta didn't
seem to be able to figure it out.
One day she discovered a
piece of paper in Shakil's
ttouser pocket while taking it
for a laundry wash. She first
thought it a receipt or some-
thing like that, She opened the
note that read — "Everyone
needs somebody to lean on. If
love is blind. my love will be

" AShort Story by Salahuddin Akber

day there comes a time when
it pays off. No matter whether
it burns Hke a candle in the
dark, or a candle in the wind
— it's worth shining all the
while. [kram's one way journey
to eternity from his wife elicits
this truth.

But what has Anita Shabnam
got till now? She has reorgan
ised her life again after losing
Ikram Hussain. At the begining
she thought her remarriage
would help her forget lkram
But she never felt about him
the same way as she is missing
him today She expected her
new husband, Shakil Ahmed. a
wealthy businessman, would
fulfil. with his affluence, her
need of fimancial security and
stability which was lacking in
her life with [kram.

Affluence now Ilike the
Midas shadow follows Anita
wherever she goes She hds
been living in abundance — her
husband Shakil provides her
with everything before being
asked — which is always much
more than her needs. If love
means to her sex, care, help
and affluence — she got care
from lkram. and affluence in
plenty from Shakil Ikram
needed sex but she hardly felt
she wanted it; she now needs
it but Shakil doesn't seem to
want it that way. And none ol
them helped her potential to

grow her way. Moreover, the

things she doubted in lkram
are wholly present in Shakil
Although she couldn't love
Ikram for a single day, yet she
hasn't deprived Shakil of her
love but it couldn't draw her
nearer o him.

Her love like a river goes
uncared as Shalkdl has so many
things of his own to take care
of. the tears on her pillow
would show that she cried a
river. And it was the time
when she remembered [kram
most. Everytime Anita tried to
compare these two persons —
Ikram and Shakil — to judge
their merits. she feit dazed
and was hurt by herseif

While one took leave from
Mfe with the pain of achieving

always for you.” She
Shakil's number in the office.
She was told he wasn't there.
f course jhe should be out
somewhere? She slammed the
phone and settled herself on
the sofa. She rose from her
sofa and stopped the CD player
which was playing Handel's
waler music Suite — Allegro
deciso and Air — that was
Shakil's favourite too. The
Philadelphia orchestra was fill-
ing the atmosphere with a
seraphic note even a while ago.
She stood near the window
and holding its grille she
looked out to the sky. Her gaze
crossed the high passing
clouds. She remembered what
once she heard someone say
losing love is just like a win-
dow in your heart.' When she
asked Shakil at night he said it
was not any girl's handwriting
neither was it meant for him.
It was written by one of his
[riends.

‘It surely looks like a girl's
handwriting. If your friend
wrote it then why are you
keeping it with you? Did he
mean it to you? | know all your
friends. Tell me who wrote it
I'll check it myself. And if you
want to hide the fact it's up to
you." Anita held her breath.

"Obnoxious! you're assuming
wrong thing,” Shakil pleaded

“If my assumption is wrong
then you're lacking in commu-
nication which should be heild
all the more responsible. Your
answer sounds totally uncon-
vincing — | hate to talk to you
further.” That was the begining
that set them apart. The more
she thinks about the present
crisis, the more she [feels
[kram. Everytime [kram's face
flashes across her mind, Anita
can't think of him anything
else but a deeply committed
and deserving husband.

But who is to blame for her
own fate? [kram seemed so
effeminate to Anita that she
used her verbal arson to her
heart s content. She gradually
tended to be slightly sadist
which was pleasing her in
dealing with [kram. She was

dialed .

always there to notice any tri-
fle matter which could have
been easily overlooked, and
soon make it a point to pick up
a quarrel with lkram.

If Ikram came up with any
accusation or a complaint Anita
would not listen to him: rather
contrive to charge him with
other things following her
strategy, 'attack is the best
defence’. "The reasons that
often upset you and for which
you accuse me; if I want I can
always find my reasons ten
times more than yours' to at-
tack you — but I'm not in the
habit of doing it; | prefer tak-
ing time to think something
fine and worthwhile that would
elevate my subtle feelings. The
sadist things that are pleasing
you now, can hurt you some-
how. Someday you'll regret for
the things you said today.”
[kram silenced her one day.
How right was lkram! Anita
was mad when lkram hinted at
her sadism whereas she is said
to be a bit cynical these days.
What a secured and valuable

presence he was in her life,
she has learnt it through the
painful process of realisation.
But the process took her so
long that she has run out of
both time and path. Once you
drive away the bird of happi-
ness by a simple throw of
stone, you may wait but it will
never return to its empty nest.
Anita Shabnam now sees all
of her life torn apart. Once she
longed to free herself from the
predicament with her [irst
husband whom she didn't
think to be a match for her
Later, she wanted to relish the
taste &f freedom In her new
life. But she never got the
freedom the way she wanted;
moreover she feels she is
thrown into an abysmal sea of
pain and in her restless efforts
she is wafling through the
waves Lo swim to the shore To
live a meaningful life one must
hold on tighf to his dreams
What can Anita do with her
shattered dreams? Will her
dreams come back through
resurrection as did the
Phoenix? lkram was fond of
Tagore songs but he could
hardly listen to since their
music-system was always en-
gaged with Anita's 'selection’
He was not bothered; he
bought a one-band radio and
used to tune in Calcutta to lis-
ten to Tagore songs by his
favourite artistes. Arlita felt pity
for Ikram knowing his incapa-
bility to appreciate her.
favourite western music. She
also learned Tagore songs al
Chhayanot and came second in
the exam, She knew she could
have nurtured l[kram's interest
in her choice of music but she
hardly bothered. However, she
noticed the only song from her
selection that lkram played
several times was Anne
Murray's “I've run miles in the
rain /Faced the nights with no
end /Fate has been cheated/All
that | needed/ Was just to feel
this love from you.” She would
just wink at his morbid face
that moved to the melancholic
strain in the song Quite sel-
dom Anita listens to anything
these days. If she does, then it
ls only classical instrumental
numbers and to her wonder it
is the only song that she re-

‘was returned — doubled, his
health was fully restored, and
he was further blessed with
ten children.

Although Job's ennrmma
pains form the bulk of the ac-

count, the significant part lay
in the beginning; i.e. the wager
between God and Satan., The
latter who probably envied
Job's loving devotion to God,
declared that the basis of that
love was the blessings which
had been lavished on him.
Take away all his bounty and
Job wouild end up cursing God,
instead of loving Him.
Thereupon, God took on this
cosmic wager and Job became

- the unwitting player in this di-

vine drama

If this tale is about human
suffering, it is also about the
"freedom to choose". It would
be all too easy to love God
when everything is rosy and

_smooth going. But to persist in
loving in times of trouble is to

grow in one's faith. In giving
Adam and Eve "free will", God
took the greatest risk of all

. creation — they chose the path

of disobedience which led

them out of paradise. Ever

since then, mankind is free to
choose individually — disap-
pointment with God or disap-
pointment without God.

Yancey's ifluminating book

- on human pain predicates faith
. in a Christian God. His- argu-

ments and discourses are
based on the Bible, a book
which he has profound knowl-
edge of; and which he uses
convincingly to confront some
universal predicaments and
time less questions. For non-
believers and people of other
faiths, it would be werthwhile
to ponder over this testimony
of the great poet. T S Eliot: "
had far rather walk, as | do, in

daily terror of eternity, than

feel that this was only a chil-
dren's game in which all the
conlestants would get equally
worthless prizes in the end.”

peatedly plays is "It's hard to
believe/ Love was in reach but
forever fel before each other
needs/ Fate has been cheated/
All that | needed ...... ". Ikram
appears to her as one of the
typical characters, in the nov-
els of Thomas Hardy, who is
more sinned against than
sinning. The whole affair looks
like as if she is repenting a sin
she had committed to Ikram,
after coming into Shakil's life.
Anita wants to be free again but
she herself doesn't know the
way to that freedom.

Today is the 23rd of
October. It was exactly five
years ago that her first hus-
band lkram Hussain embraced
death after passing through
the aches and agony of failure
and frustration in his married
life. Anita looks sad and long-
ing. She wished she had a time
machine so that she could
make the life she was living
five vears ago come back to
her. Tkram came and gave her.
without taking., but she sent
him away while she needs him
today. She is wishing she could
live her life again but in a
dream world so that [kram will
be hers from now on.

But the time passes by, and
for Anita she hersell doesn't
know when her morning side
of the mountain is standing
close to the twilight side of the
hill. If there's got to be an
afternoon sunshine on a dismal
day, it is of no use, no matter
how brightly the afternoon
shines. It cannot make up the
day that has gone by The re-
gret of Anita in the afternoon
leaves her looking wistful and
brings her only a faint ray of
dream.

Voice of Asia

Continucd from page 10
mental in setting up Australia's
first Aboriginal controlled ra
dio station. 4 AAA In a state
capital city Now, after less
than a year of broadcasting,
some of Brisbane's commercial
stations are complaining that 4
AAA's signal is “too strong for
a community radio station”

What they are really saying
is that the station is taking
away listeners from them, says
Bayles.

“It) can be seen as an ex
ample of how we are accessing
the wider community. ™ she
adds. "We are presenting
news music and information
from an indigenous perspec
tive and we are getting a lot of
feedback from non-indigenous
people who feel comfortable
listening to this indigenous
station.”

For most of the last 200
years, Australia's indigenous
people have been described by
the mainstream media as sav
ages says Bayles. In the past
two decades. this has given
way to a depiction of
Aborigines as rioters, drunks
or living in squalid conditions.

Rarely are indigenous
Australians projected by the
traditional media in a positive
light. but the 17 media associ-
ations owned by indigenous
Australian groups across
Australia are helping people
see the other side’

“I don't think we can
change the attitude of the
media — (at least)] not quick
enough for us.” Bayles laments.
“That's why we need to set up
our alternatives. That's why we
are setting up Aboriginal radio
stations and media associa-
tions. — IPS

Continued from page 9

another due to the lack of fire-
resisting compartmentation.

Response to the fire will be
hindered by the absence of any
fire detection and alarm
tem and the lack of staff train-
ing on the action to take in the
event of a fire.

Fire-fighting equipment
may also be inadequate. In
many of the cinemas surveyed,
we found old, poorly main-
tained and inappropriate fire
extinguishers, with the num-
bers varying from two to 14.
In any case, few personnel
were trained to use the extin-
guishers.

There could also be prob-
lems contacting the fire bri-
gade, either because the tele-
phone number is not known, a
telephone set is not available,
or the telephone systern is out
of order.

But the major concern is
whether the audience would
be able to evacuate safely if a
fire started during the showing
of a film. |

. Escaping Problems

In a single compartment
such as a cinema hall, the au-
dience must be able to make
their escape during the early
stages of a fire before intolera-
ble levels of smoke and heat
are produced. _

The maximum allowable
time for people to escape from
a building such as a cinema is
generally accepted to be 2.5
minutes. The longer - the pe-
riod of exposure, the greater

- the risk of escaping occupants

being overcome — first by
smoke, and then by heat and
fire.

Smoke can obscure vision
and induce panic by impairing
breathing and hindering
escape, thus increasing the
risk of inhaling fatal quantities
of toxic gases. Many people
killed by fires in buildings have
first failed to find an exit be-
cause of smoke and have later
succumbed to carbon monox-
ide poisoning or lack of oxy-
gen.

A successful emergency
evacuation within the 2.5
minute time limit will depend
on whether the building oc-
cupants can use alternative
escape routes if the main exits

become congested or blocked.
Unfortunately, most cinema
hall is Bangladesh have only
one main route through which
the audience can escape to the
open air.

Depending on the location
of the source of fire. there are
three main scenarios regard-
ing the evacuation of the audi-
ence :

Fire inside the audito-
rium: Only part of the audience
will be able to escape through
either the ground-floor or
[irst-floor lobbies within a safe
time as the exit door widths
will be insufficient.

Fire in the first-floor
lobby: The whole audience on
the ground floor should be able
to escape through the ground-
floor lobby, while part of the
audience on the upper floor
will be able to escape. Provided
the first-floor lobby is vented,
no smoke should reach the
lower floor. However, if the
area is air-conditioned and
glazed openings are sealed.
smoke will ultimately be intro-
duced to the ground floor and
impede escape.

Fire in the ground-floor
lobby: This would affect the
audience on both floors, with
the smoke reaching the upper
areas through the unprotected
stalrcase. Escape will be diffi-
cult for everybody and there
will be the highest number of
casualties.

In many cinemas, poor de-
sign means that the travel dis-
tances to a place of safety are
well in excess of recom-
mended values. Closing up to
half the available exit doors
from the auditorium to the
lobby corridors increases the
travel distances for the occu-
pants sitting near the inopera-
tive doors still further.

This is not the only prob-
lem. The doors that are in use
are usually double-leafed, with
half the door kept bolted so

the ticket collectors can check

in one ticket holder at a time.

Many people would be
irapped or unable to escape
without injury because the
doors are only half open_ If one
or more doors became unus-
able in the event of a fire. the
pressure on the remaining
door would increase and at-
tempts to escape would be
further frustrated.

In most cinemas, the main
entrance to the hall remains
locked during the Alm to pre-
vent members of the public
loitering around the foyer,
lobby, snack counters etc. This
also allows the guards time off
during the showing of the film.
One consequence is that it is
often difficult to locate the
keyholder. a factor which
could spell disaster during a
fire

This is exactly what hap-
pened Iin Mysore's Premier
Studio 7 on 8 February 1989
during the shooting of Sanjay
Khan's TV serial The Sword Of
Tipu Sultan. The set caught
fire while a firecracker scene
was being filmed. The studio
was locked and the keyholder
had already fled the area. Some
40 people were killed inside
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the 5tudlu while another 20
died later. Many, including
Sanjay Khan, were severely in-
jured.

Even if the main gates are

unlocked, they are hopelessly

Inadequate to facilitate the
escape of all the building oc-
cupants in the event of fire,

Cinema halls are occasion-
ally located in the same build-
ing as rows of congested shops
and offices. The load on the
escape route in these halls

would therefore increase still
further.

Action to be Taken

. There is a need to develop
AWAreness among owners, ar-
chitects, engineers and users
— both the staff and the audi-
ence — that there is genuine
cause for concern about the
prevailing situation with re-
spect to fire prevention, pre-
cautions and control.

The main problem is the
absence of a building code.
Rules should be enacted to
enforce design and administra-
tive actions for fire
precautions and control in all
buildings, including cinema
halls. /

These codes should address
the fire hazard, particularly for
buildings such as cinema halls »
and shopping centres where
large mixed gatherings are ex-
pected. Planning permission
should be sought before be-
ginning construction and for
any alterations or additions
mage at any time, including

“after the commissioning of the

hall.

*  The Design Stage

The design stage should
focus on areas such as the fol-
lowing :

Capacity: The number of
seats will be the dete
factor for the number of doors,
size of entry/exits, size of lobby
etc.

Layout: The volume
person, aisle width, sight line,
slope of floor, distance to exit

etc should meet appropriate
standards.

Surface and
materials; These will deter-
mine the extent of the fire
load.

Eme This
should be installed to aid
escape if electrical power is
cut off in the event of fire.

Means of escape : The
design must ensure that
person inside the hall is able
to escape to the open air
unaided within 2.5 minutes of
a fire starting.

Number and location of .
fire extinguishers: This will -
depend on factors such as the
size and volume of the hall.

Sprinkler system : The
entire auditorium and lobby
areas should be protected.

Fire detection and alarm
systems.

Traffic : The location of
the hall, its surroundings,
neighbouring land use. traffic
congestion, pattern and be-
haviour, width and turning
radii of roads, bridge clear-
ances etc.

Water requirements :
Availability of water, size of
reservoir, tvpe ol riser
(dry/wet) etc.

Assembly points.

Inspecting Existing
Buildings

A cinema building should be
inspected by fire brigade per-
sonnel — or by any other body
specially constituted to inspect
existing buildings regularly —
perhaps on an annu@l basis. A
building declared ‘unsafe’ be-
cause of non-compliance with
fire safety rules should not be
allowed to continue its busi-
rNness.

In inspecting existing build-
ings, the following factors
should be considered:

Building design, addition
and/or alteration: Have any
changes been made to the
building since receiving plan-
ning permission, either struc-
turally or regarding building
and furnishing materials, num-
ber of exits, size of exits etc?

Number of seats : Has the
number been increased?

Housekeeping : Has rub-
bish been allowed to accumu-
late?

Smoking : Are people of
serving the no-smoking signs?

Staff training : Have staff
been trained to take charge
during an emergency, to oper-
ate fire-fighting eguipment
etc?

Fire drills: Are drills in
which all the staff take part
held at least twice a year?

Assembly points: |s there
an assembly point sufficient to
accommodate all the audience
and stafl at a safe distance
from the hall?

Fire-fighting equipment:
Do the extinguishers, sprin-
kler systems, hose reels etc
meet appropriate safety re-
quirements?

Means of escape: Are the
requisite number of doors and
outlets available for use? Are
the aisle paths, corridors,
lounge, lobby and foyer clear of
furniture, rubbish etc?

New materials: Have any
new materials that t have
an adverse effect on load
been added?

Fire brigade : |s the tele-
phone system reliable and ac-
cessible to the staff during any
emergency?




