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The Fake 'Swami'

by Asoke K Bagchi

E was a lanky seven footer — always wearing crumpled
dresses. In the two hundred year old house where | lived
in Vienna there were three courtyards. In the eighteenth
century, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. the prodigious musical
i floor of the second court gnd
in Itallan, Cost fan tutte. In the
rear court there was a lady phfitegrapher who was assisted by
that seven footer. It was said that he was a mischiing.
of a jew and an Aryan, but he was a devout Catholic.-who
attended the church almost dadly.

One day my colleague Kumar intreduced him
found him to be quite friendly. He narrated that e
officer in the German Wehrmacht but was dishonourably dis-
charged because of his racial stigaia. He hid for quite a while,
time for a better opportunity and joined the Indian
in Berlin. Aﬂﬂtlm“rh:-nﬂmdnlpol{m-nlndﬂd

composer lived on the groug

composed his well-known

marking
mnlh:ruddjoha
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transformed overnight into a saffron-silk clad bald headed
Swamijl. named, Swami A B. His new name meant, a monk

without an abode.

As usual. the emotional and religiously susceptible Hindus of
Caicutta queued up to become his disciple, so very soon he had
a large following of which the majority were rich women from
good families. He first declared that he belonged to the
Ramakrishna Mission but soon he changed his affillation to a
concord of monks called the Dasanamis. Nobody was aware
what he preached but his discourses in heavily German ac-
cented English were quite interesting and enjoyable. He wrote

number of articles in popular German and Austrian
about mysticism in India and became quite popular in

Central . He often
his rich
in camera for long hours!

His spiritual doctrination to women went on smoothly for
quite sometime until one respectable lady disciple opened her
st stating that his 'soul assimilation’ ses-
practical application of the edicts of
Kamasutra by vlwr It was a hurl at the hornets nest, lo-
tﬂmhmmhtudnnd the Government of India extra-

mouth to a

sions were but
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It is still

and inderviewed charming middle aged ladies

his venue to Eangknk for renewed 'spiritual’
work. In Thailand he proclaimed that he was a Hingjana
Buddhist and soon became very popular among the locals and
the large tourist population. After spending some nice time in
Thailand and its neighbouring countries he looked for a new
pasture and went to Canada where he started to teach philoso-
. Gradually, his Canadian connection opened up the gate-
*l'f to USA. He settled in the West Coast of USA and resumed
‘his teaching of philosophy in an academic institution.

not clear what was his actual philosophy but it
must have acted as the precursor of the later ideas of an erst-
while assistant lecturer of philosophy of Jabalpur who rose like

a mixture

e and |
‘+Heen an

at the residences of

an amoretic rocket and soon burnt down to the earth!
In 1990 The Dasanami Swamiji died in California.

The Intro

Today’s column has an article
on collocation. This can be a
very difficult area and one
which there are no obvious
. rules for. Basically it means
‘which words go together and
which don't’! It is, however,
once again an area in which a
good ‘dictionary is extremely
helpful:' By checking the
examples you will be able to
see that certain verbs are

Hﬁswdyouﬁndwdtbu
similar in meaning to the first
one but that does not mean
that it can be used in any
place that the first one can be
used! It is very rare to find
true synonyms like this.
Sometimes it is only in one
‘meaning’ that the two words
correspond. And more often
than not, there will be some
difference in the style which
they represent - one will often

be more formal than the
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Continued from page 9
Palestinian elections by teach-
ing  the people about democ-
racy. Those goals remain the
same but it is clear by the slow

at the autonomy talks
that lsrael will not be with-
drawing very soon.And until
they do. we can't go on air.’

More bluntly, an unnamed
source In the Israell
Communications Ministry was
quoted in the daily Yediot
Ahronot; as saying that "the li-
cence will be formally issued
only within the terms of 3 gen-
eral peace
no intention of just handing it
out free of charge.”

In addition, Ayyash disputes
some of the I[sraeli claims.
“The European Union is paying
for a transmission studio so |
see No reason to bru-draut
Israeli channels.

"As for obeying llrlﬂil cen-

Nepal'é na

Continued from page 9

lines for radio ahd television
broadcasts. It lays the basis for

‘promoting private sector par-

ticipation In radio and televi-
sion broadcasts.

Some critics see it as dra-
conian because it forbids
broadcasting anything that
‘compromises the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution which
includes, among other things.
the constitutional monarchy,
multi-party democracy. and
human rights.’

It prohibits airing pro-
grammes that ment may
deem as ‘damaging friendly
ties with neighbouring coun-
tries. Any broadcaster airing
programmes counter to the
Constitution’s fundamentals
can have its licence revoked,
the spokesman said. The legis-
lation also arms the govern-
ment with authority Lo
‘supervise or control’ any pro-
gramme being broadcast, ac-
cording to the draft. “This has
to be done to improve the na-
tional programmes by enthus-
ing them with competition

ua

sorship laws, we intend o be a
public service station serving
under the laws of the
Palestinian entity. This entity
will separate itself as much as
possible from lsrael but will
work with the Israelis. That is
how we envision the final situ-
ation.”

it is clear that the |sraeli
Ministry of Communications’
announcement of the granting
of a licence to the station is far
too hopeful: the two sides
imagine the station will be run
under very different condi-
tions.

As it stands now. the Israeli

We Tiave— —gevernment has issued a H-

cence on terms the

—FPalestinians are rejecting. The

station is ready to operate; it
has equipment, staflf and start-
up money. The only hold-up is
peace itself. — GEMINI NEWS

= BARRY CHAMISH is an
Israeli freelance joumnalist.
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without having any adverse
impact on national interest of
the country,’ the spokesman
explained.

Business India group has al-
ready approached the Nepal
government to set up an uplike
station in Kathmandu. Nepal's
NTV vehemently opposed the
idea but agreed after being of-
fered 25 per cent of the
shares.

Business India, which Is in-
vesting US $ 1 million in the
project in the first year, has
reportedly agreed to provide
two hours of air time to NTV
broadcasts.

Still, the deal is a blow to
NTV where 75 per cent of its
revenue comes from I[ndian
advertisers. Most of it will now
go to Business India.

Undetérred, Nepalis are ca-

ger to begin private broadcasts
and are waiting for the legisla-
tion. Neer Shah. the dynamic
executive who helped set up
NTV, is planning to introduce
cable television : ‘We are pin-
ning high hopes on the legisla-
tion before starting works on
cable TV

All these sound very en-
couraging in a country where

The British Council
e Matters

(Wobbly Words

Try this word puzzle. [n each shape the letters are jumbled up. Put them in the correct order.
What do they all have in common? Be careful. Some shapes might have more than one word.

Magazine

- The word "collocation’ comes from the Latin com - together and
locare - to place. It is used to describe words which are often
placed together. This is one of the most difficult areas for a
non-native speaker of English because there are no rules, or if
Mm.hymnutthemﬁofmlasynummlyﬁndmn
dictionary or grammar book.

mmmﬁequmm{fnrﬂmle} Whymtynuuy
"She’s a very long woman"?" is 'Because long and woman do
Inleollnm "Tall’ is the adjective used to describe people.

ﬁﬂudﬂlﬁpbnfmofmmfﬁmltmufvmbuluy is
when describing 'damage’. There are many verbs or adjectives
which could be used, the problem is knowing which are
appropriate in which contexts. Here's a selection of words that
are all used to describe damage or injury of some sort. As you
rhdnﬂM.h?hlhmkthnfmnwnuldem

- with: ;

bashed bent broken ~  bruised
bumped burnt * burst chipped
cracked crushed cut damaged
hit hurt injured knocked
rusted scraped scratched shattered
‘shrunk slashed smashed snapped
splintered split spoiled sprained
squashed stretched swollen tom
twisted warped wilted wounded

In the sentences below, pnkmnflhmmﬂ:tnﬁllmhﬂp
N&Hummhmmlfwmmm

Sesame Street

Continued from page 9
year, disaster siruck again.

Kiko guietly dropped from the
show, the entire courtyard set,

Under mounting legal pres- which formed the show's an-

sure from CTW. Batibot was

other scene along with its

forced to give up its two most mrhwc}urmdup—

popular muppet characters:
Pong Pagong. a big lovable tur-

“It was partly because we

tle who was an alter ego of couldn't afford to keep paying

Sesame Street's Big Bird and
Kiko Matsing. Pong's mis-
chievous monkey sidekick.

Designed and developed by
CTW. Pong and Kiko belonged
legally to the US firm, which
had allowed Batibot to use the
muppets — until it got into a
dispute with PCTVF.
* PCTVF spearheaded a let-
ter-writing campaign of
Filipino children to convince
CTW to reconsider — to no
avail. Forced to do the un-
thinkable. Batibot producers
went one step further.

Not only were Pong and

- - - - - - - - L -

TV sets are beyond the reach
of most Nepalis because of
high customs duties. A colour
TV set, which costs US & 200
in Hong Kong, costs US $ 800
in Nepal. Black and white TV
sets made .in India cost less
than US $60.

Many villages that cannot
afford private TV sets have
community TV sets,

Nepal entered into the
television age in October 1985
during King Birendra's first
state visit to Australia from
where the events were broad-
cast to Nepal via satellite.

The colour broadcasts then
covered five districts around
the Kathmandu Valiey, Nepal's
political and cultural nerve
centre, via a 100-watt trans-
mitter in the very high fre-
quency (VHF) band.

‘When we began, there
were 400 TV sets with 2,000
viewers in the Kathmandu
Valley,” sald Durga Nath
Sharma, an NTV executive.

NTV today commands an
audience of more than 2 mil-
lion, or 23 per cent of Nepal's
population, who are glued to
an estimated 250,000 televi-
sion receiving sets, he said.

the salaries of the regular
cast,” says PCTVF's mult-
awarded creative director
Rene Villanueva. "But it's also
because we wanted to change
the concept of the show
Batibot is no longer a definite
place. Batfbot is the show. The
world of children is Batibot ”

As it turned out, "the kids
don't miss Pong and Kiko~
says Villanueva. “It's eruel. but
true.”

Batibot now banks on a cast
of locally-developed muppets.
Villanueva says the most popu-
lar is 'Kapitan Basa'. a super-

" & ¥® @« @ =

While the plan for satellite
transmission |s being finalised,
the existing re-
peater /transmission stations in
Kathmandu, Pokhara,

. Biratnagar. and Dawanne are

being upgraded. France is con-

structing relay towers at
Jaleswor, Lamjedana, and
Bharatpur

Shortages of funds continue
to be a problem. Following an
agreement with the Hong
Kong-based Star TV, NTV
started broadcasting BBC
World Service in November
1991 but only for a year as it
had no money to pay Star TV
The Cable News Network
(CNN). which helped NTV
broadcast the Gulf War live,
met the same fate in 199].

But there is little effort on
part of the NTV to reach the

biggest segment of the popula-

. tion — the farmers.

Another important audience
are young students all over
Nepal who are a big market for
curriculum-based educational
broadcasts and starving for
news and informa tion.

— Depthnews Asia

Good for a Game?

Here is a second batch of hidden words for you. Remember you
will find another word which has more or less the same
meaning somewhere in each of the words below. The letters of
the word are in order but they do not have to follow each other
directly. The first one is done for you as an example.

1. Regulates....Rules 6. Blossoms....

2. Perimeter... 7. Curtail.....

3. Evacuate.... 8. Rampage.....

4. Supervisor... 9. Revolution..

5. Facade....... 10. Respite....

. I can't open the door because the hinges are

. Have you seen the car? It was well and truly

: in the accident - it’s an absolute

write-off

» I think you should throw those flowers out, they've

* They’ve ! The water must haye been
too hot.

Some of the words in the list above have a very wide
application, others can only be used in restricted areas or
circumstances. Try filling in the grnd below to show which
words collocate. 'Broken’ has been done for you.

Then try to think why certain collocations do (or don't) occur.
Is it because the word is restricted to humans, ‘for example? Or
could it be something to do with the molecular structure?
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from the bee sting
¢ His tyre § on the way home - the
rubber had obviously ;
i
¢ You can't wear that shirt - it’s !
? The glass into hundreds of
~ - pieces when he dropped it. He . his

finger when he tried to pick them up.

W ] oA g aFea g Lo |
‘smoopq ¢ ‘a0w) ¢ ‘souadns p
WA § TWIU T s |

suRIol
je 2w Loq - sosumsiow ‘g swnpad ¢
Il..uh."lq ‘» oodweyp ¢

The British Council, 1994

DHAKA FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 1994

hero type who loves 10 read

The show has also suc
ceeded in developing new ap-
proaches against CTW's advice.
A case in point is the story-
telling segment originally han-
died by talented actor Bodfi
Fascua

Villanueva says CTW consul-
tants argued against it, saying
the segment would take too
long. and that having a male
character handle it went
against the findings of studies
that men register poerly with
child audiences.

The story-telling portion is
now one of Batibot's most
highly-rated features. Says
Villanueva: "There's no ques-
tion that the attention span of
kids is short. But we thought
that what was needed was to
help kids stretch their atten-
tion span through things like
story-telling”

Batibot's success in devel-

oping new techniques suited
for its low-budget operations
has attracted children's tele-
vision proponents in other de-
veloping nations.

L » » B ® = L

In the late 1980s. PCTVF
received Iinquiries from
Iindonesia and Malaysia. But
when the Philippine outfit be-
gan exploring co-production
ventures in these countries. it
ran afoul of CTW, which was

also eyeing Asia as a growth
market.

PCTVF has since focused
mainly on expanding its local
g:ud;ﬂ]unn Aside from

tibot, it also has "Radyo
Batibot'. a one-hour radio pro-
gramme, and Pin Pin', a T\'
:I'mwllmdltﬂhtnm—m
children. -

But as an educational pro-
gramme functioning in a
chiefly commercial TV system.
Batibot cantinues to find the
financial going hard.

When Sesame started out in
1983 it had an annual budget
of 25 milllon pesos. Ten years
laters, PCTVTF is on
a budget of 12 million pesos —
much less than half in real
terms of the 1983 budget.

Says Villanueva: "It's really
heartbreaking. But we're still
here. small but tough.” — IPS

» . ® - & » L L

The Voice of Asia

Community radio is changing the lives of
villagers in remote towns across the Asia-

#

H

" Kalinga Seneviratne writes from Sydney

Pactfic.
ATELLITE television
has taken the Asia-
Pacific by storm,

transforming urbam cultures
and lifestyles, but it is radio
that is staging a revolution in
many remote rural areas.

From Sri Lanka to the
Tongan islands., community
radio has become the new
voice of the people, as villagers
are given the chance to be
heard after decades of being
ignored by the mainstream
media.

Indeed, some communica-
tions experts have even taken
to calling this the real face of
the New World Communication
Order.

"Many government officials
do not appreciate the signifi-
cance of small, community
media nor the fact that these
media have become important
for indigenous cultural and po-
litical expression.” says media
lecturer Helen Molnar of
Swinburn University of
Technology in Melbourne.

She adds that officials often
only see indigenous commu-
nity radio as marginal. “Such a
view ignores the extensive de-
velopments in the area and
their prominence as the
‘'mainstream’ Indigenous me-
dia.”

Communications lecturer
Michael David of the University
of Colombo agrees : “In Asia,
there are a lot of people whose
voices are not heard on the ra-
dio — like the rural people,
ethnic mihorities, the social
and economically underprivi-
leged.”

“These people have certain
things to say to others and
share among themselves,” he
says. “"For them community ra-
dio is very useful.”

David used to work ‘for
Mahaveli Community Radio
(MCR), a pioneer project that
was funded originally by the
UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) and the Danish de-
velopment aid agency some 20

yrarsa&u
It was meant primarily to

disseminate agricultural in-
formation to villagers uprooted
by the damming of the
Mahaveli river and resettled in
the malarial jungles of north
eastern Sri Lanka.

These days, MCR has two
more broadcast sites and has
added training the sons and
daughters of local farmers in

radio production to its list of
accomplishments.

Says volunteer broadcaster
Yaso Manika Herath: “Those
who talk are our own
S0 the people have
a love and respect for it."

David also points out : "If
you have community radio, you
can have a at a local
level which could later come
up to the national level.”

In the Philippines, a
Cathelic  church-sapported
community-based radio net-
work has increased its stations
from 13 to 43 all over the
archipelago in the past decade.

"Owur philosophy is that this
is the peoples’ radio and the

church pays for it IrhencE' is
uses it as does anyone else to
sustain the radio,” says Fr.
Francis Lucas. founder of the
Philippines’ first community-
based radio in Infanta, a re-
mote fishing community five
hours away by car across
mountains from Marlila. -

“We are the telegram and
cablegram office,” he adds,
“We are also very influential
because anyone who goes to
Infanta and asks about issues
from the farmers, fisherfolk
and the women, they will say

they heard it through the ra-

dio.”

Information is power, says
Tiga Bayles, secretary of the
National Indigenous Media
Association of Australia
(NIMAA). Unfortunately, she
says, government sometimes
chooses to withhold informa-
tion from people in order to
control them. _

Says Bayles : “Alternative
media can be a vehicle for em-
powering the powerless.”

Bayles herself was instru-

Cuminued on page 11

HY don't they snatch
and eat, | remember
asking ma. Why?

Why
drink two whole {'ups of milk a
day? | hat milk while that little
girl who comes begging every
Friday has probably never had
any milk, would do anything
for even half a cup of my milk?

I remember pgoing to eat
soft serve milky ice-cream
cones in that ice-cream par-
lour, Dhaka's only one then,
Snow White. I'd always have
the vanilla and chocolate mix,
it cost two takas more, | re-
member. Each time we'd get
these delicious cones, we
come out into the heat and
grime only to be met by a car
surrounded by beggars and
hungry children asking for
money. The beggar children
most of them of my age or
younger would stare at my
swirled in «chocolate and
vanilla mix in awe. In their
eyes | would see hunger, their
mouths would foam with saliva,
drooling.

Why did they never snatch
and eat?

One of them could have
snatched the ice-cream cone
right out of my sticky fingers.
That would have been fine. |
could've gotten mysell at least
twelve more ice-cream cones
if I'd wanted to.

Why did | never give one of
them my chocolate and vanilla
ice-cream cone? Why'd | let
them waich as | licked and
licked and licked?

Look at those Africans my

mother will say to make a
point.
other and starving their own
is it that I have to people to death. how inhuman, |

(Some Self-searching
Questions

by Schrezad Joya Monami Latif

"They're killing each

how cruel!”

Those Africans? And what
of us? We are no better. We too
are killing each other but in
much subtler ways.

We eat. We eat while the
majority suffers from what the
World Food Programme calls
‘chronic hunger' or dies in
Godforsaken floods or gets
shot by stray bullets In
University campuses.

We send our kids to schools
abroad. we watch American
movies on our imported -VCR's,
Movies we gei from video
shops few are reported to
stock some of the world's
largest video collections — |
certainly haven's seen this
many videos in the seventeen
of my twenty ope years abroad.

Tell me what in the name of
God is one of the world's
largest video rental store's do-
ing in one of the world's poor-
est countries?

We have obscenely lavish
weddings in which our fruits
and orchids are flown in from
Bangkok, our jewellery bought
from Antwerp/Italy.

We have parties where
Black Dog whiskey flows like
water and the amount, of food
wasted could feed an entire
street of beggars,

is there a God? Why doean 1
He tell them to snatch and
eat?

Why don't they snatch and
eat”?




