%
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Children don't drop out of school but are pulled out by various factors,

Are Schools Free?

HE Compulsory Pri-
Education Act
nppmvtd by the Parlia-
ment in 1991 aims to increase
enrollment from 60 per cent
to 90 per cent by 2000 AD.
Despite the option for free
—s on, the community re-
sponse remains sluggish both
in rural and urban areas be-
use of the different en-
t of the children
outside the school.

Parents of children
have many excuses for depriv-
ing their children of school-
ing. The most important de-
enit, given by parents, is
e cost of schooling, even
though primary education has
been made free under the CPE.

The 'hidden costs' are ac-
counted for by expenditure on
uniform/clothes, transport
fare, stationery and even pri-

vate tuitions. The more visible

HE "in" topic these

days is gender studies

and development. In
Asia multitudes of NGOs and
UN tions are working
towards uplifting the status of
women, educating them,

.10 pul.a guantitative
on their work, even.

Almost a decade ago, was the
UN declared Decade for
Women. Women's years and
days and all the big money
spent on Women's work pro-
jects, is possibly helping
groups of women in pocketed
areas. But, in the broader
scheme of things how much
has women's status improved?
And how do men and women
inr Asia look at women's rights?
How much have we changed
people's, including polic}r
- maker's, permptiunn?

- | work fﬂl’ an UN organiza-
tion as a research assistant and
honestly, when | first started

was extremely gung-
ho about the programme | was
involved in. We deal with
women, education and em-

powerment. In theory the
project ' is excellent and
throughout Asia and the Pacific

has had some excellent feed-
back. but for how long? 1 mean
how long-term is my project
or any one else's for that mat-
ter? Three weeks into the
work, | realized so much of it
was bureaucratic jargon and
"expert group” meetings and
conflicts with sceretaries who
refuse to share their computer

paper.

This is a new era where it is
expected that NGOs do the de-
- velopment work in a country.
What about the governments of
Third World countries? NGOs
and UN groups can only do so
much. Unfortunately, for
women, NGOs cannot push
hundred years of patriarchy
out the door of the parliament

houses or the homes of the

masses. Women's inferior sta-
tus is deeply ingrained in the
minds of men and women in
Asia. What is obvious to me, is
that direct and definite leg-

islative action with the policy
makers of a country is the only
. Way to better women's status.

are our strength,
., men are, too. But
's strengths need to be

rwugnlmd and taken into the
Iiltin al policies. Women's

are forever being
tnlil!ﬂd about, written about, ar-
gued about. But when looking
at the broader picture, what

has really changed in Asia at

the mnational level, where

women are concerned? One is-

condemned to death for the
power of her pen., two others
lead nations, another put un-
der house arrest, her rulers
afraid of the power of her

leadership. Yet we still read
about a woman adulterer being
stoned, while her male partner
in crime walks (Bangladesh);
or a woman and her daughter
being kidnapped because her
son was part of an opposition
party in the village (India). Why
s it that in South Asia "badla”

costs is the admission fee of

. Tk 50.00 per year asked of

students in some government
schools.

Ain O Salish Kendra's
(ASK) field workers who liase
with slum settlers, found this
to be true of a basti where
mothers expressed their in-
ability to send kids to a gov-
ernment primary school be-
cause of these charges. The
Headmaster of the schoel felt
the demand was legitimate to
pay the salary of an ayah and a
darwan

ASK's project for working
children facilitates enrollment
of children in regular schools.

The field workers persuade

the parents to send their chil-
dren to governmeni schools
which are supposed to be free.
In view of the contradictions
seen here, it might be worth

- while to investigate if govern-

Burning and Stoning of

ment schools are absolutely
free and, if not, how can we
motivate the community to
bear the hidden costs?

At a mothers meeting
called by ASK's projects 'HELP
a similar complaint was re-
ceived. The flexible timing and
method used at the Jokhan
Tokhan School run by 'HELP
is attractive for working chil-
dren. 'HELP's' main objective
is to motivate working chil-
dren for enrollment and regu-
lar attendance in government
schools.

Considering the interest of
the children and parents in
putting their children through
school, it might be worth
while to investigate if Govern-
ment Primary Schools are
absolutely cost free?

— Ain O Salish Kendra

Women Should Stop

bySchrmlJoyaMmmLﬂhf

or revenge almost always in-

volves a woman and her honor,
nndthuuﬂlchmnrnfthcfam

.Hynrtrlbc?

Grameen . Bank has done
tremendous work. banked on
women, and shown the world
that it can work. Other NGOs
such as Proshikha, BRAC,
Women for Women and CAMPE
— they too, are dedicated to
the betterment of women's
lives, and in that way, the life
of rural Bangladesh. But their
dedication, to have wide and
encompassing results, positive
ones that is, needs a larger
body that wields larger power.

It is really maddening
working in development work
for women, because we see all
this good that is being done
yet, so little changes. In
Thdiland for example, the
NGOs work with educating
women and their families in
the Northeast against sending
their daughters to earn for the
family in Bangkok, because 90
per cent of these young
women who leave village life
for the lure of the big city and
the aching hunger in their
belles, end up selling their
bodies to feed their families in
the provinces. But what has
changed in Thailand regarding

. felt that as long
women knew how to read the

B i A e

the prostitution
Absolutely nothing. It is still

industry?

their hottest tourist ticket
along with their majestic
beaches.

Recently 1 had the misfor-
tune of meeting a UN bureau-
cral who works with women's
education in South Asia. I
asked him about self-reliance
and empowerment and what
he thought of the concepts. He
told me that neither of these
words meant ‘anything to the
women in the grassroots;
which is true, maybe not the
words but the concepts are
essential. He didn't agree. He
as these

labels on fertilizer packets it
was enough. "We don't have to
teach them Dostoevsky, Ms.
Latif," he drawled, "just labels
and how to write their names."

This is what is essentially

wrong with a lot of govern-
ment and non-government
work. With education and self-
reliance and a better standard

of living a woman should have

enobugh leisure time, enough
incentive to read Dostoevsky,
or in our case, Nazrul and
Rabindranath. Isn't that the
whole point}? lsn't that why
were working for women and

IPLOMAT and former

politician Gertrude Mo-

ngela is [ighting for
women but says her most
tm;x’uum influence was a man.

"My father was my main in-
spiration.” says the Tanzanian
woman who is secretary-gen-
eral of next year's World
Conference on Women in
Befjing. "He still is quite a lib-
erated man.

"He encouraged the educa-
tion of his three daughters no
less than that of his only son.
That was quite unusual for the
time and place we were living
in.

"He did not discriminate.
When | came home from
school with excellent grades
he bragged about it to his male
friends while drinking the lo-
cal beer.”

She says her husband, too,
is supportive of her career,
even though he was brought up
as a traditional African.

"He is of the previous gen-
eration. How can | expect him
to understand the issues of
this generation?” she says with
a smile. "But we are all chang-
ing. In New York my husband
even took the laundry out of
the washing machine. He had
never done that before. The
trick is not to hurt the hus-
band's ego but somehow get
what you want and need.”

Her mother exerted a posi-
tive and powerful influence.
The family lived in a village on
an island in Lake Victoria, and
Mongela's mother "controlled
her own money from cotton
sales and made decisions with
that income. My mother is
hard-working and strong-
willed but traditional. She was
the ideal woman at the time
and still stands up for princi-
ples.”
* But millions of men around
the world favour their sons
above their daughters, oppose

their daughters’ education and
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HOPE FOR WOMEN

Even Mongela's Husband Emptied
the Washing Machine

Eve Kouidri Kuhn writes from Vienna
The Tanzanian diplomat responsible for organising next year’s huge

international conference on women hopes for action that is "more like

revolution than evolution,” reports Gemini News Service. And her top

priority is more women in decision-making positions.

can in no way be described as
liberated.

This discrimination is re-
flected internationally:
"Women have an obwvious con-
cern with peace, and particu-
lar skills to bear but hgw many
women are on the
Disarmament Commission or
involved in peacekeeping ef-
forts?" asks Mongela.

"Women are important in
world trade, and yet are still
essentially absent from GATT
decisions.

"How many women are in-
volved in the decisions that
determine economic develop-
ment made by the World Bank
and the International Monetary
Fund?”

The Beijing Conference s

supposed to help move the
world away from ‘such atti-
tudes. It is easy to be cynical
about the sort of huge interna-
tional gathering that 47-year-
old Mongela is coordinating
but she expresses confidence
that the conference "will be a
milestone for women." She
wants action that |s more like
revolution than evolution.

“It will take place 50 years
after the United Nations set its
global objectives. It will also be
an opportunity to see how far
we have travelled toward
achieving the objectives for the

advancement of women 20
years after the Mexico Clity
conference which launched
the United Nations decade for
wWOInen .

She is aware that women in
different regions of the world
have different interests: "When
women are looking for dish-
washers In the West, others

are looking for the water to
wash them in

"We have the same tasks but
different short-term targets
We need to become more sen-
sitive to each other's needs ”

Her aim is to channel the
diversity of women and
women s interests "to create
energy and action in a positive
way

"That is one of my convic
tions. | want te categorise
needs, but they should not be
used to keep us apart.”

Nor does she want to keep
men and women apart. She is
not a "traditional feminist”™ . |
am not against men. | am
against the systermn that endows
them with domimanke

"We have to move to an
other stage where we no
longer want to talk about a
conflict between men and
women but gender perspec-
tives in society

"Our focus should be to see
how women are affected by
global problems and how they
themselves can bring about
solutions to these problems.”

That means bringing gen-
der into areas where it was

previously thought irrelevant —

such as peace-keeping. trade
and the World Bank.

So a key fssue is a bigger
role for women in decision-
making, from the community
level to the international, in

politics, economic and devel-
opment, Without this, she
warns, there will be no sus-
tainable development.

And she praises UN secre-
tary-general Boutros Boutros-
Ghali for his instructions on
the appointment of women to-
ensure the UN meets its target
of women in half the organisa-

tion's high-level posts by 1995,

"Women will be consider
first for posts.” she explains.
1f a man is selected. it must
be proven that they searched
for a suitable candidate and
sincerely failed to find one. In
order to do that, the post must
stay vacant for a year while

they try to fill it with a
woman.”

Her main concern, as a
three-times Minister — of
Health., Social Welfare and
Tourism — and as Ambassador
to India and the United States.
is development : "Looking at so
many issues. | ind that women
have problems because of
level of development.”

Ways of tackiing the prob-
lem have changed, she notes.
because of economic changes.
such as the increased empha-
sis on market-based systems,
the effects of structural ad-
justment programmes {s de-
veloping countries and the in-
creasing economic difficulties
of the industrialised countries.

They create a need for a
new approach to economic
policy which will deal with the
problems of unemployment as
well as promoting investment
and alleviating poverty.-

It is a huge task, but
Mongela is a woman used to
getting what she wants — even
when it comes to getting her
husband to take the clothes
oul of the washing machine.

The wiue: is a ﬂl‘E‘Efﬂﬂf,‘E
journalist based in Vienna.

-dtvt]npmcnt — to develop

them and our countries? The
man's statement signified to
me the consent of policy mak-
ers at home and around the
globe to let NGOs do token
even substantial work but not
to go the distance, all the way
inta- self-reliance for all
women, a higher standard of
living for all women, the bet-
terment of a whole country
which [ feel can only be done
with direct government action.
There is no end to learning or
to development for that mat-
ter.

The key way the govern-
ment can help of course, is
through education — relevant
education. Education that
teachers women to become

more self reliant through self

income schemes of their own,
not just knitting and making
baskets but also en-
trepreneurial work of their
own. To continue the educa-
tion process by reading and
teaching their childrén too.

Through education women can
learn about their rights and
how much an equal part of so-
ciety they are: about sanitation
and how to eat right, the
proper nutrients during preg-
nancies, about the valuable
contribution they can make to

. better the lives of their chil-

dren.

Policy makers can change
curriculum in schools that
teaches sex stereotyping and
discrimination. Governments

. can pass laws that makes pri-

mary and secondary education
compulsory for one and all.
Thailand did it, as early as in
the twentjes, and because of
that enjoys one of the highest

literacy rates in the region. In

Viet Nam, Ho Chi Minh de-
clared war on illiteracy. The
Vietnamese won the war
against ‘illiteracy just like they
did the countless others in
their history. Today, illiteracy
is only a problem in the re-
mote mountainous regions of
Viet Hamwhen: hill-tribe.

The governments of coun-

,iries in the region can see to it

that for each man that hits his
wife, there is just punishment;
that each time a woman is
burned for inadequate dowry,
her husband is burned too; and
that each time a woman is part
of the "badla", for the crimes

" that men commit, she doesn't

have, to hang her head in
shame for her innocence. All
this will take legislation and
more antly, a change in
the way people think. This can
be done through positive en-
forcement in the media:

movies, television and radio: in

school books, through dramas

. and plays. What better way to

do all this, work that NGOs
have been trying to do on their
own for decades, through one
all-encompassing package,
than through the government?
A government democratically
elected such as in most Asian
countries is after all a govern-
ment for the people, by the
people.
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Bangladesh Women Report

Postpartum Health Problems
byLizGoodburn =

Many women in Bunglade&h suffer health
problems after they have given birth. More
than four women in every 10 said they had
problems when they were interviewed two

weeks after delivery in a survey.

HERE has been little
epidemiological or op-
erational research ‘on
the postpartum period in
developing countries. In
collaboration with the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, BRAC recently
completed a study of maternal
morbidity relating to delivery
and the puerperium.
The study used a combina-
tion of survey, focus group dis-
cussions, indepth interviews

i and observation.

The burden of morbidity in
the postpartum period may be
particularly high. In the BRAC
pilot study, more than 40 per
cent of women reported a
health problem related to de-
livery when interviewed at two
weeks after the birth. Just over
half (52 per cent) of women
who had delivered recently
had signs or symptoms. of
anaemia.

Nutritional anaemia is
common among women in
Bangladesh and the condition
is made worse by increased
requirements following preg-
nancy, lactation and blood loss
at delivery. In Barngladesh, iron

supplementation is usually not

available to women at this
time.
Of the women in the BRAC

study. 17 per cent had signs of

infection when seen two
weeks after delivery. More
than half had signs of severe

malnutrition. Tradition im-
goacs food restrictions on

angladeshi women during the
postpartum period.

Six out of 10 infant deaths
in Bangladesh happen in the
first month of life. If the baby
has low birth weight, the risk
of death is even greater. In the
BRAC study more than half the
newhorn infants weighed less,
than 2.5 kilogrammes.

As in many traditional cul-
tures, colostrum is discarded
and the baby may not be put to
the breast until several days
after birth. Although breast-
feeding is almost universal in
Bangladesh, 11 per cent of
mothers reported breast
problems such as cracked nip-
ples or abscesses during the
puerperium.

The study by BRAC showed
that women have a wide
knowledge ‘of the problems
they may face after delivery but
that their usual response is to
send to traditional healers for
medicines.

The women saw their vul-
nerability at this time as due to
susceptibility to evil spirits.
They expressed a fear of going
out that served to reinforce
the idea of seclusion due to
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impurity.

It was apparent that if post-
partum -care is to be of any
value in rural Bangladesh,
where 95 per cent of deliver-

jes occur at home, it must be

provided by home visiting.

The writer is at the
Maternal and Child
Epidemiology Unit of the

London, School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, London.

United Kingdom. In this r!*\
search project she collabo-

rated with - Mushtaque
Chowdhury and Rukhsana Gazi
of the Research and Evaluation
Division of BRAC. This study

study was funded by the

Overseas Development

Administration (UK).

DIVISION OF LABOUR

Women in Africa do up to three
qulr‘tlrl of all lqriculturil work in

Sowrce: UN Economvc Commigson for Afrce

FEMALE FARMERS

Women grow half of the world's food. But most
MMihm who tend to give advice

to men.
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