DHAKA SUNDAY, MARCH

yesterday.

from far away.”
English-language daily.

from Tokyo

and a crack appeared

ROK

office in February last year.

Reuter reports from Sofia.

Pak worship

from Islamabad.

fraction.

gathered on the religiougly

The assailants, whose number was not known,
after firing indiscriminately on the crowd in the mosque
significant last Friday of the

Muslim holy month of fasting.

Japan, Kazakhstan sign| Hamas, ¢J ihad activists demand

13, 1994

Sy §jgh

Drought hits 4m Chinese: rour miion

Chinese in the country's northwest have been
affected by drought, the worst
years, the state anti-drought office was quoted as saying
AFP reports from Beijing.

The China daily reported that about
laked water mainly in Gansu province.

“The shortage of water was so serious in arid. areas in
northeast Gansu 'province that many locals had to get water
the office was

seriously

to hit that region in 10

14 million cattle

quoted as saying by the

Quakes rock Japan's islands:

More than 200 minor tremors and a series of moderate
quakes have shaken islands south of Tokyo in the past 36
hours, meteorological officials said yesterday, AFP reports

As of 1:00 PM (0400 GMT) the agency had registered 258
quakes, including two moderate jolts
five on the Richter scale. the agency officials said.

The police said no one was injured since the first tremor
Friday morning. but ten residential houses
in the ground on Shikine island 180
kilometres (112 miles) south of Tokyo.

- .
President to address Diet:
South Korean President Kim Young-Sam
Japanese parliament during a planned visit to Tokyo starting
Marchr' 24, Jiji press said yesterday. AFP reports from Tokyo.
~During his three-day visit,
orihiro Hosokawa, Emperor Akihito and Japanese business
leaders, the news agency said.

Before departing for Shanghai on March 26, the South
Korean President will also deliver a lecture at Waseda
University. It will be Kim'’s first trip to Japan since he took

measuring just over

were damaged

is to address the

Kim will meet Prime Minister

Bu.lrpanan PM undergoes
an Prime Minister Lyuben chv who suffe

]'l-l':-ll"t attack earlier this week, underwent muitlplc hca.rt
bypass surgery on Friday., a government statement said,

“The eperation..went smoothly and professot Berov is al-
ready recovering in intensive care,” the statement said.

The five-hour bypass operation had been planned for
Thursday but the statement did not explain the delay.

per killed: A worshipper
was killed and eight uth:rs were injured when unidentified

gunmen sprayed bullets on a crowd offering prayers at a
Pakistani village mosque, officials said yesterday, AFP reports

The raid, at a village near the industrial city of Falsalabad
in Punjab province on Friday, was the fourth incident during
of the week and was hclievcd to be lined with secretarian

escaped

N-disarmament accord

ALMAATA. Mar 12: Japan
and Kazakhstan signed here
_ Friday a nutlear disarmament
agreement under which the
Kazakh government will re-
ceive part of a 100-million-
dollar aid fund for the four
. nuclear states of the former

Soviet Union, reports AFP.

The agreement signed by
Kazakh Foreign
Tuleutay Suleymenov and the
Japanese ambassadoyr Akira
Matsui was a result of
Kazkhtan's ratification of the
1968 Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty in
December.

Suleynov said ar a hews
conference that the agreement
providing for financial assis-
tance to dismantle nuclear

was a goodwill ges-
ture from the Japanese gov-
ernment and stressed that the
accord also addressed envi
ronmental problems in the

Minister -

Semipaltinsk region.
The Semipaltinsk nuclear

" testing site was closed In 1991

after 42 years of above-ground
and underground experiments
that devastated much of the
surrounding territory and
caused health problems for

the nearby population.

A team of Japanese experis
was to travel to Alma-ata next

week to discuss details of the
agreement and decide on
Kazakhstan's share of the as-
sistance package.

~ Kazkhstan has pledged Yo
-dismantle the remaining 96

strategic nuclear missiles on
its territory to fulfill is com-
mitment to become a non-nu-
clear state.

Ukraine, Belarus and
Russia, which also have nu-
clear weapons, have already
signed the agreement with

Japan.

Inter-Korean talks fail

to make progress

PANMUNJOM (Korea), Mar
13: Crucial talks between the
rival Koreas failed to make sig-
nificant headway Saturday,
meaning that a scheduled US-
Nerth Korean high-level meet-
ing seems certain to be t-
poned, Seoul officials lak:F:.-

AP

! Fallure 1o hold the US-
- Rerth Korean meeting, sched-
uled to take place in Geneva on
March 21, could derail a US-
brokered agreement to resolve
the long-running dispute over
Pyongyang's nuclear facilities.

"The North apparently is
not prepared to exchange
special envoys now.” a senior

t official said afier
the 3 | /2-hour closed session.
He spoke on condition of
AanOorTyTity .

The meeting. the third
since last week, ended without
agreement on exchanging in
ter-Korean envoys, a key pre--
condition of a US-brokered

agreement on nuclear inspec-
tions. But the two sides agreed
again next Wednesday.

Smooth nuclear | jons
arid an exc of inter-Korea
special envoys, charge with
discussing ways to make the
Korean peninsula nuclear-free,
are key preconditions of the
March 2] meeting.

A decision by Seoul and
Washington to cancel joint US-
South Korean military exer-
cises this spring also depends
on the completion of nuclear
inspections and the exchange

of envoys.

Al Saturday's meeting at
this border village. North

Korea somewhat softened its
hard-line stand but still was
reluctant to exchange envoys
before the March 21 date,
Seoul officials said

The North denied that the

envoy exchange was part of its
deal with the United States.

Intérnational

UN needs 12000 more troops
to enforce truce in Bosnia

UNITED NATIONS. Mar 12:
The United Nations this week-
end called for nearly 12,000
new troops to consolidate frag-
ile ceasefire in Bosnia and ex-
tend UN protection to the be-
sieged Muslim town of Maglaj,
reports Reuter,

A Security Council report
from Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
tained by Reuters, said 10,275
troops. military police and mil-
itary observers were needed
immediately around Sarajevo
and in central Bosnia to en-
force the new US brokered
agreement between Croats and
Muslims.

Another force of 1,500 was
necessary if the council

wanted to safeguard Muslims

in the enclave of Maglaj. north

ob- -

of Sarajevo, which never had
any UN troops and is not part
of the current ations or,
ceasefires taking hold else-
where.

“It is clear that the UN
Protection Force (UNPROFORJ
needs additional troops in
order to avoid losing the
newly-gained initiative, he
said. .

"It would be a tragedy for
the people of Bosmia and
Herzegovina if the present op-
portunity was lost for lack of
resources, he added. Boutros-
Ghali was to a re-
cent Security Council resolu-
tion asking for plans to consol-
idate the Sarajevo ceasefire
and to consider ‘the
towns of Itez, Mostar and

Maglaj safe areas. He said Vitez
and Mostar, unlike Maglaj, al-
ready had a UN presence.

But UNPROFOR needed to
deploy another 11,775 sol-
diers, if Maglaj was to be de-
clared a UN safe area without
Maglaj, the figure was 10,275
of which the Council had au-
thorised 2.400 troops that
were not yet deployed.

AFP adds: The United
Nations may ask Turkey for
peacekeepers for Bosnia if suf-
ficient reinforcements cannot
be found eisewhere.

Bosnian Serbs have objected

to- Turkish troops because

many would be Muslim.

UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros- Ghali said
that he preferred to have
Turkey help in other ways but

would turn to it for peacekeep-
ing troops if other I‘llﬂ-ﬂﬂl did
not provide them.

Yaushi Akashi, special
United Nations representative
to Yugoslavia last week calied
for 10,650 additional interna-
tional troops to bolster the
13,900 already in place in
Bosnia.

Turkey's Ambassador, Inal

Batu, announced Wednesday
that Turkey was willing to de-
ploy a mechanised battalion of
more than 1,000 troops to
central Bosnia within a week.
Other Turkish officials have

cited higher figures.
Greek Foreign Minister
Caroles Papoulias said Friday in

_Athens that Greece was con-

sidering sending peawkecpen
if Turk:]r did so.

Veiled women hold flags inscribed with a picture of the Al-Agsa mosque on Al-Quds Day

". N

March 11 after Friday prayers, in Karachi. Thousands of .protestors across Pakistan joined
processions to mark Al-Quds Day in which they si;rann\gl;r,lr condemned the Israeli occupation of

the holy Muslim Mosque.

— AFP photo

revenge for Hebron carnage

GAZA CITY. Occupied Gaza
Strip, Mar 12: Thousands of
Palestinians held anti-lsraeli
demonstrations in the oecu-
pied- Gaza Strip Friday organ-
ised by the fundamentalist
Islamic resistance movement
Hamas and Islamic Jihad,
Palestinian sources said. re-
ports AFP.

Some 3,000 Hamas sup-
porters demonstrated in the
Khan Younes refugee camp.
chanting anti-Israeli slogans.
burning an Israeli flag and de-
manding revenge for the
February 25 massacre+of 30
Palestinians by a Jewish settler
in a Hebron mosque.

Several thousand Islamic
Jihad militants gathered in
Beit Lahya, near Gaza City, to
mark Al-Qods (Jerusalem) Day.
The crowd set fire to Israeli
and American flags.

The two f[undamentallst
groups called the demonstra-

tions to coincide with Eid-ul-
Fitr, the feast which marks the
end of the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan.

Earlier Israeli troops shot
and wounded eight Palesti-
nians during clashes in the
occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip, Palestinian sources said.

Troops shot and wounded
four Palestinians in Ramallah
after stones were thrown at
patrols in several parts of the
West Bank town.

In the Gaza Strip troops
opened fire on Pa nians in
Gaza City and Khan Younes.
wnunding four more
Palestinians.

An Israeli soldier was lightly
wounded when shots were
fired at an army observation

post near the Gane Tal settle-

ment in the south of the strip,
military officials said.

Ezzedin Al-Kassam, the
armed wing of Hamas. claimed

rmpnnslh-iut}r for the attack.

Another report says: around
20,000 Hezbollah supporters
marched Friday in towns
across Lebanon chanting anti-
Israeli and anti-American slo-
gans and denouncing the
Middle East peace process as
"capitulation.”

The marches were organ-
ised to mark Jerusalem Day, an
annual event launched in 1985
by Iran. |

About 7,000 supporters of
the pro-lIranian Shi‘ite Muslim
movement, turned out in
pouring rain in the mainly
Shi'ite southern suburbs of
Beirut escorted by hundreds of
combatants bristling with sub-
machineguns and revolvers.

“No to negotiations for ca-
pitulation. Yes to corftinued
armed resistance against
Israel,” Hezbollah leader
Sheikh Hassan Nazrallah said

in a speech.
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The Wild Women & Group provide percussion music nri tchonwlre at the start of the
annual International Women's Day march through Sydney Mar 12. Thousands of women
marched through the inner city to draw attention to a wide range of women's issues such as

| discrimination, abortion, legal rights and viclence.

— AFP photo

2500 arrested
in Bombay to
check fresh riot

BOMBAY, Mar 12: Police
have taken into custody more
than 2,500 people in Bombay
to check outbreak of any sec-
tarian violent on the comple-
tion of one year of the bomb
blasts that had killed 257 peo-
ple, police said Saturday, re-
ports AP. :

"This had to be done as a
precautionary measure,” Joint
Commissioner of Police O P
Bali said of the arrests.

Most of the people, picked

up in the past 10 days, figure
in the police Iiat as habitual

offenders.

On March 12, 1993, the
city of 11 people was rocked
by a series of bomb blasts that

| had left 257 dead and 700

Police blame the blasts on
Muslim radicals and say they
carried out the strike to take
revenge after Hindu zealots

demolished a mosque in the
central Indian town of

Ayodhya.

180 detainees
-on hunger
strike in UK

OXFORD (England), Mar 12:
More than 100 asylum seekers
held at a British detention
centre are on hunger strike to
protest against being “treated
like prisoners” t of-
ficials said on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter,

Up to 180 detainees from
Asia, Africa and Latin America
are taking part in an indefinite
hunger strike at the detention
centre near the central
English city of Oxford.

The fiome office confirmed
reports of the strike. "A num-
ber of detainees have refused
breakfast and lunch today.
Their condition will _be closely
monitored and appropriate ac-
tion will be taken as neces-
sary.” a spokesman said.

"We are being tortured psy-
chologically,” the hunger
strikers said in a statement.
"We are not criminals. We want
lo be free while our cases are

going on.”
Pro-democracy
activist, 2 others
held in Nigena

LAGOS, Mar 12: The mili-
tary” government, intensifying
fts pressure on {ts most vocal
critics, has arrested a promi-
nent pro-democracy lawyer
and two other human rights

activists, newspapers reported
Saturday, reports AP.

Lagos lawyer Femi Falana,
an official in the Campaign for
Democracy human rights
coalition, was jailed on Friday
after 10 plainclothes security
men said they wanted him to

come to the police station to
meet with the two activists ar-

rested earlier in the week.
When he arrived at the sta-

tion. he was told he was being
detained. The arrests coin-
cided with a new poster cam-
paign by the rights group seek-
ing to rally public opposition to
the government of Gen. Sani
Abacha.

The arresis of the activists
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Charles-Dmrm clash over
William’s career

LONDON: Britain's Prince
Charles has clashed with his
estranged wife, Prirlcess
Diana, over his plans for
their elder son. Prince
Willlam, to have a military
career, the Daily Express
reported Saturday, says
Reuter.

The newspaper, oti
unidentified royal lguurce?
said the muple had a row
when they met at St James'
palace in London last month

to discuss 11-year-old
Willam's future.
Charles revealed he

wanted Willlam to join the
royal navy* and told Diana he

had discussed the issue with

his own father, Prince Philip,
husband of Queen Elizabeth,
who agreed it was the best
course, said the newspaper.
It quoted a source as say-
ing: “The Princess was upset
because she wants the deci-
sion to be left with William."”
+ The Daily Express said

Charles, a royal navy mmmahdr.:r. believed ‘a career in the
services was the perfect grounding for Wiliam as an heir to

the throne.
“He is

tood to be concerned by his son's

., apparent

Jack of discipline and believes the navy fwould help mould

hm for his future role as king,” said the newspaper.
Charles and Diana formally separated in December, 1992,

after 11 years of marriage. 'Ihcyhaveammdmnmbmr

old Prince Harry.

Womm_pmled for organumg

of convenience

STRASBOURG, France: A French court has jailed a woman

for organising marriages of convenience to enable Moroccan
immigrants to obtain French citizenship, judicial ad'urm

said on Friday, reports Reuter.

Among the marriages arranged by Marie-Therese Hcm:m
855, was that of a French housewife in her 50s and a 20-year-

old Moroccan who did not speak French.
Her female recruits included a pregnant 15-year-old girl

and a one- Wwoman.

The court in Colmar, near Strasbourg, sentenced Herrero

to four years in jail, two of them s

,and a 100,000-

franc (17,000 dollars) fine for obtaining official documents

illegally and helping
clandestinely

foreigners to live

in France

Eighteen Moroccans who were married through her ef-
forts were each sentenced to a month in jail.

Priest beheads brother-in-law

MADURAI: A temple festival in Tamil Nadu’

thapuram district

s Ramana-

turned into a macabre field - of blood

Friday, when the temple priest beheaded his brother-in-law,
who was kneeling in prayer, in full view of the devotees.

The villagers of Seemanenddhal, near Kamuthi, gathered
to watch a goat being sacrificed as part of the festival, were
horrified when the priest took the giant “aruval” or sickle
and slaughtered his brother-in-low Marimuthu, police said

The two had fallen out after Marimuthu had
money collected for the rengvation of the tem

tg -the

donors, as the priest had not taken steps to start the repairs.
The priest made good his escape before the shocked
devotees could come to their senses. Police are looking for

Prince Edward preparing to
marry and set up home

LONDON: Buckingham Palace late Friday played down

growing speculation that Queen Elizabeth II's youngest son,
Prince Edward, is preparing to marry and set up home, re-

ports AFP.

Prince Edward, 30, and his

relations consultant Sophie

girlfriend of six months. public
Rhys-Jones, recently appealed

"to the media to be allowed privacy. but that has not stopped

the gathering rumours.

to the Daily Mail on Saturday, royal staff have lit-

tle doubt that an apartment at Kensinton Palace, next to thc
Princess of Wales has been earmarked for the couple.

It is reported Prince Edward is known to feel that once

married he would no longer feel

Buckingham Palace.

comfortable living at

Thousand escape from
jail in Algeria

ALGIERS. Mar 12: A Thou-
sand prisoners, including at
least 280 Muslim fundamen-
talists, escaped in a mass jail
break after Islamic guerillas at-
tacked the prison holding
them, reliable sources here
said Friday. reports AFP.

Four prison warders were
killed in Thursday's jail-break
at Tazoult some 400 kilome-
tres (240 miles) southeast of
the capital.

The prisoners escaped
when an unknown number of
assailants stormed the prison
during the Ramadan meal
break at 1800 GMT when se-
curity was lax. the sources
added.

One hundred common-law
prisoners returned to the
prison after the jail break - the
most tacular since the
start fundamentalist vio-
lence in Algeria two years ago.

No official confirmation was

lnﬂlhit

Tazoult prison accommo-
dates 3,000 detainees, many of
them considered particularly

dangerous.

Of the Islamic fundamental-
ists who escaped, several had
been sentenced to death.

Last November three armed
fundamentalists attacked Sidi
Ghiles prison. near Cherchell.
serfously wounding the gover-
nor but no detainees escaped.

In July 60 Islamic guerillas
escaped from Mers-El-Kebir
military prison. near Oran. Five
fugitives were later killed by
security forces. i

In early 1991, 103 de-
tainees escaped from Blida
prison, near here, after an at-
tack by an armed Islamic
group.

In mid-1992 another 20
Islamic extremists escaped
from a police van during their
transfer from Algiers’ Serkadji
prison to Tazoull.

SLA kills 2
guerillas

MARJAYOUN, [I..-rhlnunl
12: Israeli-backed militi-
amen killed two radical Pales-
tinian guerillas and captured a
third nedr the Labanese border
with lsrael, security sources
said today. reports Reuter.

They said the guerillas had
managed to infiltrate Israel's
occupation zone late on Friday
before being spotted by a pa-
trol of South Lebanon Army
(SLA) militiamen near the vil-
Jage of Shebaa. three km (two
‘“miles) north of the Jewish
state.

The militiamen killed two
guerillas and captured a third
in a brief firefight while United
" Nations peacekeepers in the
area arrested a fourth gunman.
The SLA did not suffer any ca-
sualties

US Treasury Deptt turns over %ztewater-related documents

/WASHINGTON, Mar 12: The
Treasury Department turned
over about 3,700 pages of doc-
uments to the special prosecu
tor investigating the Whitewa-
ter affair., while seven more
administratien officials
prepared to testify before a
federal grand jury. reports AP

Friday's disclosure came as
Republicans continued to
hammer at the White House
and call for hearings Senate
majority Leader George
Mitchell. D-Maine. said hear-
ings would be held, but not
until it was clear they would
not undermine the special
prosecutor’s investigation into
the Arkansas land deal.

Also Friday, ABC World
News Tonight showed pho-

tographs that appear to sup-

port police and medical re-
ports that White House deputy
counse! Vincent Foster's death
last summer was a suicide.

The special prosecutor,
Robert Fiske. agreed to take
another look at Foster's death
after guestions about the sui-
cide ruling were raised.

The case derives its name
from Whitewater Development
Corp. an Arkansas real estate
venture that then-Governor
Clinton and his wife. Hillary.
were involved in during late
19708. The scandal is
dominating the US media

@uestions have arisen over
whether President Clinton and
his wile. along with other in-
vesiors in the land lation
venture. benefited from ques-

tionable transactions made by
the Madison Guaranty Savings

and Loan Association.

A grand jury hears evidence
to determine whether an In-
dictment. or formal criminal
charges. are warranted. Grand
jury proceedings are private
and may not be made public
for weeks, even months.

The Treasury Department
turned over nearly four times

as much paperwork as the
White House provided under
subpoena on Thursday. A
Treasury official, speaking om
the condition of anonymity.
said most of the documents
were routine, including drafts
of news releases and testimony
before Congress.

Fiske is trying to determine

if the administration tried to
interfere with his broad-based
inquiry into the President and
Mrs Clinton's investment in
the Arkansas land venture and
Whitewater's ties to a failed
savings and loan in the state.

Four Treasury aides and
three White House aldes are
scheduled to appear before the
grand jury, some as soOn as
next week. Three other White
House aides testified Thursday.
Fiske su them after
learning that Treasury officials
discussed the status of the
Whitewater case with the
White House.

Treasury Secretary Lloyd
Bentsen said the volume of the
documents turned over by the
department is not an indica-
tion that the econtacts were

broader than initially indi-
cated.

“We want to be sure that (o
any stretch of the imagination
we've complied. he
porters.

Meanwhile, Senate Repub-
lican Leader Bob Dole, Arka-
nsas, called for Clinton to sus-
pend deputy Treasury Secre-
tary Roger Altman and asso-
clate Attorney General Webster
Hubbell. The White House

Altman is interim head of
the Resolution Trust Cerp
Hubbell worked with Hillary

Clinton at the Rose Law Firm
in Little Rock. Arkansas. The
firm represented Madison
Guaranty Savings and Loan,
which was operated by the
Clinton's partner iIn the
Whitewater land deal. James

McDougal.

Dole sald they should be
on leave without pay
because “they're up to their
ears in misstatements and de-
& -
Mitchell, the Senate leader,
said Republicans were simply
out to “embarrass the presi-
dent.”

“They don't have time for
economic growth and job cre-
ation because all they want to
do is talk about Whitewater,”
the Maine Democrat said.

Austria urged to
drop plans to
honour Rushdie

JAKARTA, Mar 12: The
Islamic Solidarity Committee
(KSI has called on Austria to
drop plans to confer a
European literary honour on
British author Salman Rushdie,
its chairman said Saturday, re-
ports AFP.

"The Austrian government's
. .award would be tantamount
to Insulting the world's Islamic
community, which currently
stands at 1.2 billlon people.”
KSi Chatrman Lukman Harun
said in a statement obtained

here Saturday.
Rushdie, the author of the
"Satanic Verses." which

sparked waves of protests
throughout the lslamic world,
has been living in hiding



