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The Age of Violence

Children are being exposed more and more to onscreen
violence, which is sgilling into real life. Ramon Isberto of Inter Press
Service reports from Manila

I had been quietly watch-
ing the US hit movie
'Robocop’ In his parents room
when the family housemaid
came in and switched the TV
channel to a local programme.
The boy’s reaction was swifl
— and shocking. Before the
maid apparently knew what
was happening, the child had
taken his father's .22-calibre
pistol from the closet. and had
shot her in the head. The
woman died instantly.
Commentators quickly
blamed the tragic killing,
which took place here in
Octiober, on the violent film
the boy had been watching.
Indeed. less than a month
later, an eight-year-old boy
shot and seriously wounded a
relative. The boy told the po-
lice he was merely "doing what
they do on TV". '
Experts warned against
leaping to hasty conclusions.
But they agree the twin inci-
dents are signs things have
gone terribly wrong with
Philippine television. "Parents
have to give up the idea that
they can shelter their kids
from the rising tide of violence
in TV." says Feny delosAnge-
les-Bautista, 2 child educator

‘Batibot’, an educational TV
programme for children.

"With satellite and cable TV
catching on, there will be no
place to hide," she adds.

Like in many other coun-
tries, violence is on the ram-
page in Philippine television.
Among the obvious culprits are
the 30-second movie trailers
advertising the latest films be-
ing shown in Manila's hun-
dreds of theatres

Action films being the fad.
trailers come packed with
more viclent incidents per
minute — automatic gunfire,
karate chops and kicks, spec-
tacular explosions — than any-
thing else on TV.

Manila TV networks have
been sharply criticised by irate
parents for showing these
trailers throughout the day.
exposing kids to heavy doses of
mavhem. But the commercials
continue.

But the worst offenders
seem to be the so-called chil-
dren's shows. According to a

1992 study entitled "TV. Toys
and Violence: Some Disturbing
Connections', cartoons have

the biggest number of violent
invidents per hour (34.2)
ainong all the shows.
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HE seven-year-old boy and executive director ol The study said Lhe worst of

the lot are the Japanese im-
ported shows like 'Shaider .
and 'Ultraman’ that pit semi-
mechanised superheroes
against alien villains in incred-
ibly gory battles.

Another popular show,
‘Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles', a cartoon feature on
turtles armed with samurai
swords, daggers and other
deadly weapons, has been
found to be psychologically
harmiful,

"Increased aggressive be-
haviour among children in day
care centres, pre-schools and
olther settings have been at-
(ributed to the Ninja Turtles ™
Lthé study said.

The cartoon carnage has
sparked calls for state con-
trols. "Government . should lay
down what is acceptable, what
is beneficial [or children, and
what is not,” says Amihan
Abueva, secretary general of
Salinlahi', a network of non-
governmental organisations fo-
cused on children’s interests.

These groups see merit in
ihe position taken by US
Attorney General Janet Reno
who says TV networks there
should be given up to January
next year to fil}d ways of

reducing on-the-air bloodbaihs
by themselves belore tough
Aws are enacted.

Philippine Senator Orlando
Mercado. a radio- TV personal-
ity before turning politician,
prefers providing carrots along
with the sticks. "TV stations
should be rated in terms of
violence and those found to be
sowing the least violence
should be granted tax and
other privileges.,” he says.

But others, fearing regula-
tions would be full of holes,
stress parental action Argues
literature professor Alma
Fernandez: "Rather than
putting of their TVs, parents
should watch violent shows
with their kids and then dis-
cuss with them what it really
means.”

Like elsewhere, TV here
has become substitute baby-
sillers, serving as convenient
means for keeping young chil-
dren occupied so grown-ups
can go about Lheir chores.
Thus, pre-schoolers are far
more exposed to TV than
school-age kids To these chil-
dren, TV shows can be quite
real.

"When | used to come out
on a local TV programme, my
students in school, kids of two
or three years, used to cry.”
says Bautista. "Their parents
told me that the children
would talk to me and would
get quite frustrated because |
did not answer them. They
thought the picture of me on
TV was really me.”

Older kids tend to copy or
imitate the rough stuff they see
onscreen, she says. "Some ol
our students in grade six were
copying the wrestling they see
on TV. They took the
wrestlers' names like The
Undertaker' and the ‘British
Bulldogs' and copied the stunts
— until one of them broke an-
other child's arm.”

She says education — both
of children and grown-ups —
will have to be part of the long-
lerm solution. "We've been
caught flat-footed. Media has
changed our lives, but we have
changed our responses to me-
dia.,” Bautista says. "Children
have to be taugh!t to become
critical viewers of television.”

But child experts also say a

large part of the problem lies ©

in the widespread violence in
the real world. The
Philippines. for instance, has
witnessed numerous coups,
and a rise in the number of po-
litical killings and homicides
in the past few years. TV news
brings more and more of such
actual violence swiftly to peo-
ple's living rooms.
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ORSES may not go (o

the university to study

books but universities
have now started to study how
horses run. From pastures amd
fields horses have now entered
Lhe academic arena.

The Bristol university in the

United Kingdom has decided
to after studenis as chance to
study horse racing as a degree
subject. As a part of the course
the students will be touring
the British racecourses and
meeting top trainers and horse
owners as a part of the course.
The course will not include
study of racing forms or find-
ing owners. The accent of this
science degree will be on the
race horses themselves and
what made them tick.
Nowhere in the academic field
and animal study like that of
horse constituted an academic
attempt leading to a bachelor
degree. The horses finally en-
tered the realm of institutional
education. The ancestors of
horses once roaming atlarge
unfettered and unmuzzied in
the pastures of central Asia
will be happy to find their
progeny being studied at uni-
versity level. Horses' service to
thieves and thugs, rulers and
invaders have not gone vain.

We may not owe our com-
mon sense to horses but horse
sense is common sense which
also means that what horses
congenitally possess. we ra-
tional beings acquire them by
practice. And some among us
do not even acquire it in our
lifetime.

Man owes a lot to horses
even in his initial steps to-
wards hunt for better feed,
food or forage. Horse abetted
innocently in satisfying man's
greed too. It helped man to
discover and get enlightened
which we called summarily as
civilization. Like the miller's
wheel, horses made us mobile
and faster. That's why man
loved horses, cared to keep it
fit. Chenghiz Khan used to ex-
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change kisses with his
favourite horses. He believed it
was his horse which helped

withh Purus. He wept only ence

sidered horses as an important
element in their expedition
The cavalry man was the deci-
sive factor In any battle,
Napoleon did not forgive the
keeper of his horses for not
feeding them with adequate
salt before his Russian expedi-
tion. Most of his horses died
due to contraction of muscies
in severe Russian winter
Adequate salt in blood stream
only prevent such allment. The
Dravidian ctvilization of India,

arly known as Indus civi-
lization. fell to an inferior
hordes of marauders called
Aryans because they came rid-
ing horse-driven chariots,
faster than bull or bullock-run
carts of the Indians people. It
was speed which horses pro-
vided for centuries before ma-
chine was invented. Chenghiz,
Halagu. Hannibal, Caeser,
Alexander and Darius — all
were horsf minded or minded
their horses intimately and
meticulously. King Richard in
the crusade with Muslim
Saladin accepted defeat when
his horse drowned.

Man used horses for baittle,
for carriage and also for fun.
That's how races began. No
one knows the date and reason
how races began. It was per-
haps to keep the horses fit to
run long distance was the ne-

cessity of imtroducing races.
Also was the aim of deriving
fun out of it. Chariot races used

in races. Louis XIV organized
Jockey club and established
race rules. Man learnt to bet
on horses. invested money and
lost it while ,some
gained. Gambling on horses
made many rich inchuding late
Prince Aly Khan.

in horse race pleasure mul-
tiplied when man began to
win. It also gave birth to lot of
humour. After returning from a
horse race, a man developed
his horse sense and com-
mented that men were strange
animals. They had always
known that one horse could

» run faster than another and yet

they would squander millions
of dollars to see that simpile
fact demonstrated over and
over in horse races.

The native Dhakatyas. popu-
larly known as Kutti are a lot
jolly great people with sharp
sense of humour. Their jokes
about horse and horse races
are t in texture, sarcasm
and intrinsic wit. Speaking in
hybrid language — a cocktail of
Urdu Persian and Bengali —
perhaps a legacy of Mughal and
Arab rule, the Dhaka jokes on
horses are classic. Once a train
passenger disembarking at
Fulbaria rail station was look-
ing for a horse carriage. His

FRIDAY, MARCH

cartman s

mwmumam,‘
he claimmed that his horse

|
]
|
?
¥é

we
fun. Now they have entered the
academic arena. No other ani
mal has done so much to keep
man's body and mind so mo-
bile and moving.

The Chiapas Uprising

Continued from page 9
Cule explains how he was dig-
ging a latrine when the troops
came charging over the hill,
ransacked his home and dis-
covered a gun he uses to protect
his sheep from coyotes.

A single bullet in the cham-
ber was enough to convict of
him of being a Zapatista.

First, the soldiers beat him
around the head and kicked
him repeatedly in the chest in
front of his children, bound his
hands behind his back, covered
his head with a canvas bag and

threw him in the back of a pick-
up truck with 21 other men
from the Tzotzil-speaking ham-
let.

At the Rancho Nuevo mili-
tary base up the road. there
were more beatings.

“They threw me in this ditch
where the soldiers piss. |

thought | was going to die.,” he
recalls

Moshon and the others were
then transported by US-sup-
plied helicopters to Cerro Hueco
prison in the state capital of
Tuxtla Gutierrez, stripped.
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The Intro

Today there is an article on
reported speech. Most
textbooks deal with reported
(or indirect speech) as merely
a kind of grammatical
transformation exercise. This
article, however, looks at
other ways of reporting what
is said. Take care with it
though. Many of the verbs
~ suggested are precisely those
where many people make
mistakes with the ‘verb
pattern’, that is the form of
the sentence that follows it
(+ing, to +infinitive etc).

In addition there are two
puzzles, a vocabulary/spelling
game and a Wobbly Words
puzzle. '
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Good for a Game?

Here is an interesting puzzle for you. Hidden in the words
below, you will find another word which has more or less the
same meaning. The letters of the hidden word are in order but
they do not have to follow each other directly. The first one is

done for you as an example.

2. llluminated.....

3. Salvage..... o

4. Separate........

5. Rotund......... .

7. Deliberate......

8. Precipitation...

- i Reportihg speech

! _R.nporti‘ng'

say i$ not as simple as 'He said...... * and

'Shesaid......." and then 'I said.....". If it was, language would
be very dull. You need to think of the function of what was said

in order to use the
example:

most a{:pmpriate*-.r?oﬂing verb. For
g

"'Don’t touch that - it’s dangerous!” could be reported as She
warned me not to touch it, and 'l was very disappointed not to
have been invited’ could be He complained that he hadn 't been

invited.

T

(Wobbly Words

Try this word puzzle. In each shape the letters are jumbled up. Put them in the correct order.
What do they all have in common? Be careful. Some shapes might have more than one word.
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Look at the following things people said, and consider which
would be the most appropriate way of reporting them. Think
about who would be saying it, to_whom, and in_what

- circumstances.
* Look uut!_
* I'll be there at 8 a‘clnr:k on the dot.
* Please don’t hit him - he didn't mean to do it.
. This is absolutely outrageous! | want my money back.
. ~ You must always_ wash your hands before eating.
'_: Y ou must change your lifestyle from today - your hurt

. _ Stop that at once!

simply can’t take the strain.

* H"’al-lnrw-«r about going to Ramna Park with me on Friday?

* HQ::M a seal

. Do youthink she knows?

. It‘ubrilliutﬁhn-mmldmit.
. Sorry,hnl:m‘thty;inwimum.
. Shouldn’t we ask Ayesha first?

» That’s not what I said at all!

. She’ll be there - you just wait and see.

* Go on without me! |

* Fix the blue wire to the neutral terminal.

" [ hate to say this, but you're ﬁmg.

. That is most definitely untrue:

s If 1 were you, I'd wait until he’s calmed down.
* Not on your life!

o

Note that there is not necessarily only one way of reporting
each one - it really does depend on who said it, who they said
it to, and what the circumstances were.
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beaten and questioned for two
more days, and finally released
100 kilometres from their
homes without a single centavo

in their pockets.
"Were the Zapatistas here?”

the lanky Texas lawyer for
whom | am translating wants to
know. “In Chilil, we are all from
the PRI, Don Manuel sobs. "l
am the representative of our
communal lands. Why has our
government done this to us?”

‘We want an end to the
malaria and the

measles that kill our
children’
Two weeks after they aban-
doned the towns and melted
back into the Lacandon jungle,

no-one quite remembers the
rebels.

They are quickly fusing into
shadow and nd.

At El Tiempo, the crudely-
printed San cristobal daily “in
service to the indigenous com-
munity,” editor Concepcion
Villafuerte estimates that the
rebel army has at least 5,000
fighters.

“How else could they have
occupied all these places at one
time?" she asks.

Her husband. Amado
Avandeno, who Iinterviewed
"Sub-commandante Marcos”,
the EZLN spokesperson in San
Cistobal on the first day of the
uprising, believes him to be a
chilango, a native of Mexico
City.

"But this is an indigenous
problem,” Dona Concha in-
sists,” and this is an indigenous
army.”

Mexico City reporter Ricardo
Aleman drives into the jungle to
prove that the departed

Zapatistas are still flesh and
blopd. He has a photograph ef
“Major Marip”, a Tzaltal Indian
in his mid-20s, pictured wear-
ing a ski mask against an in-
congruously tropical back-
ground.

“Mario™ tells the people of
Mexico that NAFTA is “only
good for the bourgeoisie,” that
his father and the fathers of his
com were " 100 per cent
PRIistas” and that the EZLN
wants more than a share of so-
cial riches and democracy and
respect for their votes: “What we
want is an end to malaria and
the mealses that kill our chil-
dren. We are humans. We want
peace like everyone else but the
people must not be afraid of
war. We prefer to die con-
fronting the bullets of our en-!

emy. not from cholera,”
. * * -

AN Cristobal, a coloni

city that has always

attracted hordes of
tourists, is filled these days
with international observers,
do-gooders from the capital 500
miles to the north, Church
officials, politicians and writers.
The Zapatista uprising is all the
rage. a
Nonetheless, one senses it
will soon slip, that the news will
move on to other stories. Words,
even if they convey a picture of
witnessed killings, are not
enough to hold the media’s at-
tention for long. The world
craves fresh flesh for the Ten
O'Clock News,

JOHN ROSS is a poet-activist-
reporter with more than two
decades of experience. of cover-
ing Mexico.
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Ki rakh di hai

Her ek halquai-e-zanjeer men zaban mai ne

What happened!
If they've snatched

M . firy pen;
Fg;' l-IlEl}l"I|.lrghllrtl}rppw:d my fingers

Into the blood vessels of my heart.

What happened!

If they've stitched

My tongue and lips;

For I've given speech

To every ring of the chains

In which my hands and feet are tied.

Translated from original by K R Zakhmi
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For You, these
[Impulses ...

by Samir Asaf

When [ thought birds would never sing,
Some eyes played such lovely notes!

When there were no words, | held your hand.
Those flowers promised (o stay forever

But that was a storm,

It doesn't rain anymore

| The Undying Flame_s]

by Faiz Ahmed Faiz

Mutai loh-o-kalam chhin gaei to kiya hoga -
Ki khoon-e-dil men dubo li hai unglia main ne.
Zaban pe muhr lagi hai to kia

|

If you fall asieep this nightfall,
How will you know. | had come and gone?




