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Pakistan’s Failed Bid

In what appears to be a face-saving recantation,
fslamabad has dropped its resolution at the
United Nations Human Rights Commission seek-
ing despatch of a fact finding mission to Kashmir
for India's “gross and consistent violations of the
human rights of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir”. It was a prestige diplomatic offensive
that Pakistan's Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
had mounted with herself making an impassioned
call from the human rights commission podium
in Geneva and following it up by efforts to muster
support for her cause. India launched a massive
diplomatic counter-offensive which included,
among other things, visits by foreign ambassadors
to the valley.

What made the day for India and took the wind
off the sail of Pakistan's resolution is New Delhi's
readiness to facilitate a visit by a group of ambas-
sadors from Muslim countries to Jammu and
Kashmir and its willingness to let the interna-
tional committee of the Red Cros$ meet de-
tainees in Kashmir. Pakistan paid heed to the
persuasion by its Islamic ally, Iran, which led an
appeal by more than ten countries that kept faith
with India's readiness to receive a delegation of
Muslim country ambassadors in Jammu and

China, in whom Pakistan must have banked,
appeared to be mindful of her improving
relations with India. And, the Western countries,
regardless of their occasionally expressed
concern over violations in Kashmir acted on the
side of discretion wanting obviously not to get
involved in a dispute between neighbours.
Anyway, they saw the reason to believe that India
was trying to be more transparent with Kashmir
affairs. This is exactly where we believe India
stands committed and to that extent she
obligated to ensure that irrespective of what had
evoked criticism in the past, from now on, her
security forces in the valley would be cautious in
handling things.

Narasimha Rao's government has been flayed by
some commentators that whenever the Kashmir
question cropped up it harped on getting
Pakistan branded as a terrorist state in an
escapist approach. The diplomatic victory of India
in the particular sense that the Pakistan
resolution was not put to vote might silence

Narasimha Rao’s detractors for some time.
Pakistan might not think that it has come full

cycle back to square one on the Kashmir ques-
tion. It has actually said as much. Islamabad has
claimed having clinched a foreign policy success
for the first time in 29 years by bringing the issue
on to the United Nations platform. And if need be
she would bring that up again. It has been basi-
cally an extended articulation of the allegations of
abuse of human rights in Kashmir but it has
boiled down to an exercise in testing the waters
of world diplomacy. Pakistan must have emerged
vastly experienced on this count that in the pre-
sent-day configuration of international politics
without camps and blocs, the bilateral mode of
resolving issues is increasingly gaining ground.
The Kashmir issue has got so embro#ed it is not

merely a human ts issue, there is the funda-
mentally more complicated dimension of a free-

dom movement to it.

Trouble-free Journey for
Home-bound Passengers

Laws and discipline are generally compromised
at the three large bus terminals of the city. A daily
feature the passengers have mostly come to
terms with. During the festival times such as the
two Eids, total anarchy reigns supreme in those
places where long-route buses start from and
come back to. A vernacular daily has given a de-
tailed account of the harassment, humiliation,
trial, tribulations and cheating the home-bound
passengers are subjected to. Gabtoli terminal out-
does the other two in causing suffering to the
people. An unholy alliance of a section of bus em-
ployees, toll collectors, bullies and middle-men
have taken hostage of the innocent and unsus-
pecting passengers.

Not only are the passengers made to pay dou- |

ble or even more than the normal fare for the
journey home, they are sometimes left stranded
at destinations other than their imended ones,

robbed of their valuables, cash and luggages. The

list of misdeeds by the dishonest elements is

endless and all of this can happen under the nose
 of the law enforcers. It is precisely because of this
. that allegations of collusion are also levelled
. against them. Whether they have a part or not is
immaterial, because the important thing is how
the authority concerned looks at this disgusting
| an& unlawful practices by a few culprits.
‘Tegwill be wruzg to assume that the concerned

thana or the authorities are unware of
‘these routine offences being tted. The fact
is that the excesses can continue by.default of the

authorities’ appropriate measures or eomplicity of
a section of their members in this. Sure enough,
everyone has a claim to a reasonable share of the
booming activities that mark the two ns.
But this does not mean that organised gangs will
have to outsmart common people with their
cunningness, coercion and guile. When the fares’
are raised double the amount, what role does the
transport authority play? |

. Last year the transport workers did resort to
all sorts of irregularities, breaking past records.
This tjme things may go to yet another extreme.
But why should the magisterial system remain so
passive when innumerable numbers of people fall
victim to the unholy trap? If people are forced to
part with their cash and other belongings at the
time of returning home, there is no chance for
them to enjoy the happy occasion. Neither ethi-
cally nor from the religious point view, much less
from the legal point, such practices can have any
sanction. But this is allowed to continue any way.
It is the duty of the law enforcing agency, along
with others, to take care of the situation and en-
sure a trouble-free disciplined and safe journey of
the passengers rushing for home. If the chaos is

allowed, it gets an adverse reflection in society's

HEN the press is a
subject, the debate is
seldom objective.
Extraneous considerations
creep in. Owners and editors
jump into the fray. Their own
interests and rivalries come
into play. The real point is lost.
The proposed entry of for-
eign press to India is one such
topic that has generated a sim-
ilar response. It is either too
emotional or too businessiike.
And the debate is unreal in the
sense that the medium and
smrall newspapers, which
constitute the bulk in the
country, are nowhere in the
picture, In fact, the fight
seems to be between one set of
big houses against another.

it all began when one press
baron entered into a contract
with a London financial daily to
start a simultaneous edition
from India. A few others fol-
lowed his example and made
arr ts with some other
foreign groups of -newspaper.
While the matter awaited cen-
tral government's approval (it
has been rejected since), one
paper went to a high court and
obtained a stay order on the
plea that the title it had ob-
tained from the Registrar of
Newspapers of India (RNI)
would be violated if a foreign
paper with the same title were
allowed publication in the
country. '

Had the debate been con-
fined to a title or name, it
would have been sorted out.
After all. many papers and per-
sons corner particular titles
and fail to appear. Even when
they do, they are not a regular
publication. It turns out that
the point at issue from the be-
ginning was whether the for-
eign press should be allowed
to enter India or not.

Both protagonists and op-
ponents have made several

Entry of Foreign Press

Unlike radio or TV, something fleeting, anything that appears in the press has a lasting impact. It is taken as
a gospel truth, particularly in the countryside where the 80 per cent people live. Should foreigners, who are
ignorant about India's ethos and may even be hostile to its national interests, be allowed in the field where

impressions from external influences count substantially?

points. But they boil down to
two. One, put forward by the
supporters, is that the Indian
press is afraid of competition,
which is basic to any economic
reform. This is a weighty ar-
gument but lacks credibility
because India has nearly 1,200
dailies and many more journals
of different ideology and pur-
suit, competing with one an-
other. They literally fight for
every inch of territory and
employ all types of methods,
even unethical, to surpass
their rival in circulation.

The other point, articulated
by the opponents. is that the
foreign press will destroy
India's culture. This too does
not carry conviction. The
5.000-year-old heritage is not
so flimsy or ephemeral that
the touch of foreign press will
defile or destroy it. Despite
cultural onslaughts from the
sky. India is holding its own.
Had Doordarshan been more
imaginative and less commer-
cial, the task would have been
easier. Foreign TV networks
would not have had even a
fraction of viewing as they have
today. However, this matter is
far from settled and needs to
be looked into from the point
of gibberish culture the youth
has been exposed to in the
past few years.

The real point to consider
is what damage foreign news-
papers and journals can do?
They are already available in

the country, at an ex-
orbitant price. With the vast

provide an unhealthy competi-
tion. They can cut imto the
prevailing price and offer a
bulkier size, which even as
newspaper may be an attrac-
tive proposition for a buyer.
The {atest technology they
can afford may not affect the
Indian press so much as the
loss of talent which is
inevitable because of the fat
salaries and perks the out-

ing impact. it is taken as a
gospel truth, particularly iIn
the countryside where the 80
per cent people live. Should
foreigners, who are ignorant
about India's ethos and may
even be hostile to its national
interests, be allowed in the
field where impressions from
external influences count sub-
stantially? They may revive
certain comtroversies which
are at rest today Their writ-
ings will be suspect and may
be considered an interference

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

siders will offer. It will be a
brain-drain within one's own
country.

All this is not so important

as the havoc the foreign press
can create in domestic poli-

tics. Some of them have their

own axe to grind. Their atti-

tudes are seldom favourable to
our country. Even in straight
reporting on the third world,
they have a point of view to

sell. A newspaper or a journal
in India wields a lot of influ-

ence over the people, their
thoughts and behaviours; it
guides them.

Unlike radio or TV, some-
thing fleeting, anything that
appears in the press has a last-

in our internal affairs. What
type of India is to be built
should be decided by its own
countrymen. We will make
mistakes but they will be our
own.

Even otherwise, somewhere
the line has Yo be drawn. It
may sound jingoistic but the
responsibility of moulding
opinion has to rest with the
people who are involved in the
country intrinsically. not just
financially. Indeed, there never
has been a demand that for-
eigners should have the free-
dom to start political parties in
India.

Foréign news agencies are

not above board. The

Committee
Reorganisation

on
of

ex
1 . de
fined in Article 5, means an
Indlan by birth, domicile. etc
Foreigners cannot exercise
"the natural rights, inherent in
the status of citizen in a free

country” as a Supreme Court

judgment has said.
Some people may find
Article 19 cqntrary to the

is as much true in the devel-
oped countries as in the third
world. Rupert Murdoch, the
media moghul. had to become
a US national to own a TV
network in America. The Sony
company. which acquired a
substantial number of shares in
CBS, had to mollify Americans
by giving them an assurance

into
ts that

S a "trade-war” inevitable

between the world's only

super-power USA and Asia's
emerging economic giant
Japan? This is a burning ques-
tion everybody is looking for an
answer to. The increasing
trade frictions beiween Ame-
rica and Japan have been
causing much consternation
world over. Japan seems to be
showing its teeth to the US,
giving up its "habitual be-
haviour" of submitting to the
US pressure. Today's Japan is
undoubtedly no more that war
shattered country that lay at
the feet of US war-power. Out
of the ashes it has risen like
the proverbial phoenix.

Japan has now some 120
billion dollar trade surplus
with the rest of the world, of
which over 60 billion dollars
with the US alone. EC’'s trade
deficit with Japan was 31 bil-
lion dollars in 1992, which
came down to 26 billion dol-
lars in 1993. On the other
hand, the US trade deficit with
Japan is on the increase. It
now stands at over 60 billion
dollars compared to 50 billion
dollars a year ago. This is a
desperate situation which the
US wants to overcome anyhow
for regaining its economic
supremacy that it enjoyed in
the post-war world. This is
where Japan is reluctant to
give in any more.

In this economic tug-of-
war, Japan has already won the
applause of the Asian countries
as well as the EC countries as a
psychological booster. EC has
openly criticised US attempts
to "force open" the Japanese
market and has proposed a
joint approach with Washing-
ton and Tokyo to overcome
Japan's barriers to foreign
imports. The EC proposal
seems to be quite sensible and
realistic to cross the bridge
than to choose any adventurous
path. ,

It is time for the USA to re-
alise that it may be the only
super-power left in the fleld
after the knock-out of the
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Japan vs US: Is "Trade-war" Inevitable?

by AM M Shahabuddin

former Soviet Union. But it is
not the same old economic
glant, or even a giant political
force as it was in the post-war
period. Its both wings — eco-
nomic and political — have
been much clipped since then.
During this period, a new
Europe. along with the rising
Asian giant — Japan, have
come up as big challengers
both in the political and eco-
nomic fields. So the US should
revaluate its global position vis-
a-vis other confronting forces.
In the post-war world, its

economy had produced half of

the world's goods and services,
which has now pathetically
shrunk. Between 1950 and
1983, the US economic gro-
wth rate was 3.5 per cent,
while during the same period
Japan grew at 7.87 per cent.
Actually, by mid-eighties, the
USA had lost its world eco-
nomic superiority. In 1986,
the US became a debtor coun-
try for the first time, while
Japan replaced it as the
world's leading creditor coun-

Therefore, what has sur-
faced today as the US-Japan
trade fiction was inevitable to
come. The 'rot' has begun long
ago. It was just brewing un-
derneath. Sometime back the
former US President Jimmy
Carter and former Japanese
Prime Minister Nakasone, in a
joint report. warned that a
"global chaos" could be trig-
gered if the "growing mistrust”
between the two nations was
not ended. So they stressed "a
constructive and co-operative"™
relationship between the two
countries for a stable global
economic future. This fear of a
"global chaos” in the economic
field has now been further ac-
centuated as the ties between
the two countries have
" due to the failure
of their trade talks. Even
Japan's half-hearted participa-

tion in the Gulf-war efforts was
far from satisfactory to the
Bush administration. One of

Bush's senior aides was
reported to have said that
"getting aid from Japan during
the Gulf War was like getting
blood from a stone”. Such blunt
remarks by a US official was
bound to have adverse effect
on the relationship between
the two countries, when an
anti-Japanese feeling Iin
America was fast growing out
of proportion. According to
Western Press reports, "It is
no secret that many senior US
officials now see Japan as the
main threat to national secu-
rity.” The US Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA), the
"invisible government” of
America, is reported to have
proposed "spying on Japanese
companies to help the
American firms.’

A recent CIA-sponsored re-
port, "leaked” in some western
Press, had created great con-
sternation in Japan and
abroad, although both the CIA
and then Bush administration
had dissociated themselves
from the report. The alleged
CIA report on Japan was said
to have described the Japanese
as "creatures of an ageless,
amoral. manipulative and con-
trolling culture”, who are
"intent on world economic
dominance.” So what haunts
the US today is "yellow threat”
and not the "red threat"” of
yesterdays.

The adverse effect of the
"leaking” of the ClA-report on
the two ecoriomic super-pow-
ers was tremendous, fuelled by
two publications which ap-
peared more or less at the
same time. One of them is the
most controversial best-selling
American book titled, The
Coming War With Japan, and
the other titled, The Japan
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Khulna Newsprint
Mill

Sir, To meet the demand of
the newspaper industry,
Khulna Newsprint Mill is the
only one in our country.

gewa-wood is the raw material.

This gewa-wood is collected
professional people who go
deep inside the Sunderbans in
search of the same. Now these
gewa-wood collectors are re-
‘luctant in their pursuit since
numerous miscreants and toll-

g

adversely
fected. The mill lost 40 tons of

production everyday due to
power disruption. If Power
Development Board fails to en-

sure proper supply of energy,

. the production’' in the KNM

will be seriously affected fur-

‘ther aggravating the present

newsprint crisis.

We would therefore urge
the PDB to take immediate
steps to ensure regular and
steady supply of power while
the government should take
measure to provide protection
to the gewa-wood collectors
against the illegal toll collec-
tors and mastans.

N H Sufi

Tayjmahal Road,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Biman's indifference

Sir, 1 wish to draw the at-
tention of the high-ups of
Biman — the national carrier of
Bangladesh — to an important
issue which may put one day
the reputation of the airline at
stake.

1l am a visitor here and
some time ago travelled to
Sylhet air for sight seeing. |
noticed 's sort of 'step-
motherly attitude' with pas-
sengers of Dhaka-Sylhet-Dhaka

fnuie. -l. was .tuld thht not a
single flight to Sylhet was

hardly on time. My flight, the
last flight of the day, was de-
layed by two hours for reasons
not known (o passengers.
There was no apology on the
part of Biman for the delay.

This was not enough. On

board, passengers found their

seats occupied. Then it was re-
vealed that the aircraft had
been changed and the board-
ing cards did not match with
the seat numbers. This put the
passengers as well as the crew
members in an embarrassing
situation. Indeed a rare kind of
hospitality on board the Biman.

Moreover, a confirmed pas-
senger may not find a seat. It is
a wonder, when it is claimed
that Biman is really helping
the government in promoting
tourism.

So far, | have travelled on

Dhaka-Sylhet route and had

bitter experience. If the same

 situation persists on other

routes as well | fore-
see a bleak future for Biman.

Taking this opportunity, |
would suggest Biman to re-
place ATP aircraft with F-28,
because this aircraft is totally
unsuitable for passen-
gers, This could ideal for
cargo.

I would like to believe that
Biman will definitely look into
these matters with due seri-

==

that can say no. The first book
forecasts that the economic
competition for markets be-
tween world's two largest
economies “"will almost cer-
tainly end in war”. Japan, ac-
cording to the book, "will try
to force the US out of the
Western Pacific”. The book fur-
ther says that the US will see
this as "Japanese aggression”
and. as in 1930s, both sides
will engage in a cold war
“eventually flaring into fight-
ing." The conclusion of the
book seems to be too-far-

OPINION
The Choice of a Vice-Chancellor .

Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui is a respected aca-
demic and a distinguished citi-
zen. His views on such matters
as "Choosing a Vice-
Chancellor" (Star. March 1)
deserves serious and careful
consideration. This is particu-
larly so because Professor
Siddiqui was himself a Vice-
Chancellor for eight long years
at the Jahangirnagar University
and knew the craft well.
Incidentally, Professor
Siddiqui was not a 'panel’ Vice-
Chancellor. He was appointed
Vice-Chancellor by a military
government in 1976 and his
tenure was renewed for the
second term by General Zia in
1980. The 1973 Act and its
'panel’ system was made oper-
ative after the expiry of
Professor Siddiqui's term in
1984,

In his essay Professor
Siddiqui put all the blame’ for
the ills of the universities
squarely on the rnment’'s
desire to control the univer-
sity. At the same time he
asserts that the government is
already in 'undisputed’ control
of the university. He exoner-
ated the teacher-politicians in
the ‘campus, glossed over or
minimised their misdeeds. In
fact, he does not find any role
of the teachers in the ilis of
the universities. Further,
Professor Siddiqui, by implica-
tion, denounces the old system
through which he himself was
appointed Vice-Chancellor and

‘defends the panel system of

the 1973 Act. At thé® same
time, he d the

of the dignity of the office of
the Vice-Chancellor and ac-
cuses and holds responsible
the present government and
the ment preceding it
i.e. Ershad government for se-
lecting VC's on "non-academic
considerations.’ Interestingly.
Professor Siddiqui probably
forgot that those Vice-
Chancellors were selected
from the panel elected by the
teachers under the 1973 Act
and the government's choice
was strictly limited to that
panel and if there was a non-
academic person there, the
choice was the teachers'. One
can recall that the Dhaka
University teachers once chose
an insignificant college teacher
on the to be their Vice-
Chanc — thanks to the
1973 Act — and it fell upon
General Ershad to save the na-
tion, by a rare example of
mercy, from the indignity that
the Dhaka University teachers
were going to inflict upon that
premier institution.

About theé control of the
university, Professor Siddigqui
rightly says that the Vice-
Chancellor cannot act without
the approval of the Syndicate.
In fact, Syndicate is the most

fetched and pessimistic but
cannot be dismissed with to-
tally as rubbish. But the storm-
centre seems to be elsewhere
as the Japanese author of the
second book argues that Japan
could "sabotage® American
military might by "withholding
the delivery of crucial mi-
crochips.”

Judged in the context of
the above scenario, the Clinton
Administration's latest move to
revive the much-criticised US
weapon, of "Super 301" trade
law, for use against Japan
seems to be more dangerous.
Japan, along with other na-

powerful body in a university.
Now, who controls the

Syndicate? Professor Siddiqui
says that the government con-
trols the Syndicate because
"the Syndicate has members
directly nominated by the gov-
ernment.” It is not enough for
the government to have some
members on the Syndicate. In
order to exercise control, the
government has to have a ma-
jority in the Syndicate. One
can take the example of
Jahangirnagar University with
which Professor Siddiqui has
long been associated as a
teacher and a Vice-Chancellor.
Among a total membership of
18 — actually it is 17 as the
government did not care to
appoint a Pro-Vice Chancellor,
thus the nature of its
desire to control the university
— the number of 'directly ap-
pointed' t members
are . The rest are ei-
ther teachers (currently nine)
or nominees of teacher-domi-
nated bodies. Of these four
members, two are busy gov-
ernment secretaries, one is a
journalist and one is a very
busy neuorosurgeon. These
members are most often than
not absentees and their ab-
sence is, on many occasions,
ensured in many subtle ways
often holding meetings at odd
times. Even if they are pre-
sent, they are a permanent
minority. So; it cannot be said
that the government controls
the university. Rather, it is the
teachers who control the uni-
versity. The fact is that a num-
ber of teachers in the campus
has made it a profession —
thanks to the 1973 Act — to
manipulate the elective prowvi-
sions of the Act to turn the
university into a mini-union
council. They use their posi-
tion in the Syndicate to sup-
press opponents, reward ad-
herents and recruit followers
by using wide ranging powers
legally or illegally in the ap-
pointment and promotion of
teachers, appointment in ad-
ministrative posts such as
provosts and house tutors,
tender commitiees etc. etc.
Professor Siddiqui also
mentions that Jahangirmagar
University was closed recently
thrice in a row. It is true. But
as. everyone knows that at the
bottom of the problem lay the
greed of a group of teachers to
occupy the office of the Vice-
Chancellor. Thanks to the
1973 Act, if an incumbent
could be forced out of office, a
new panel could be floated and
new aspirants could occupy
the coveted post of the Vice-
Chancellor. So, the race is on
and the tension continues. But
a sitting Vice-Chancellor, can
be forced out only if the cam-

tions, has aiready bitterly
complained saying that this
law would allow the US “to

events
. The
shadows are already there,
rather lengthening swiftly.
With smoke comes the fire.
Actual events are yet to come.
Till then let us watch the
‘'shadow boxing' and wait for
the shape of things to come.
Let wisdom dawn on both the
conflicting parties to find a
way out through amicable set-
tlement, to save the world
from another global chaos.

The writer is a retired UN

- engage in electoral combats or

Their influence is vitiating the

the
(appointment
Chancellor) of the 18973 Act
needs to be done away with,

official

pus is destabilised. This can be
done by his opponents in the
Syndicate by creating a éitua-
tion of non-cooperation using
the provosts who are the
Syndicate appointees and pro-
viding the students such
provocation as creates anarchy
and confrontation in the cam-

So Professor Siddiqui's
conclusion that the villain of
the ills of the universities has
been located and identified’ —

i.e. the government — is not
only very simplistic, to put it
mildly, but simply one-eyed.

He simply put a blind eye to
the defects of the 1973 Act.
The panel system of the 1973
Act has given us Vice-
Chancellors whom few
have heard of. This is because
the kind of politicking that
goes with it creates a situation
where 'bad money drives good
money out of circulation’.
When the choice is left to the

government, the government,
even a military government,
acts with some responsibility
and shows circu in
the choice of Vice-
Chancellors. Professor
Mahmud Hussain, Justice Abu
Sayeed Chowdhury and
Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui were direct govern-
ment choices. Who could say
that they were not the best
choices? To the argument that
of late the nt too has
made mediocre choices in
non-Act universities, the an-
swer is that the panelwallas
have shown the examples and
the government has simply im-
itated them. Otherwise, the

rnment would not have
dared Yo make such appoint-
ments.

We feel that much of the
current ills of the universities
could be traced directly to the
panel system of the Act. It

. must be made clear that uni-

versities are run by e's
money. not by the teachers’
money. Teachers are ap-
pointed to teach and not to

to vie for the VC's post.
Academic autonomy means
permanent tenure, freedom of
speech, writing and research.
Electioneering and for
power have nothing to do with
academic pursuits. The truth is
that the 1973 Act has given |
rise to a number of profes-
sional 'teacher’ politicians in
the campus often with low
academic calibre, whose only
business seems to be politics.

campus. This must be done
away with, if we are to save
higher education in this eoun-
try. It is in this context that
provision 11 (1)
of Vice-

——




