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Things Old and Precious

by Raffat Binte Rashid

It is 2:30 pm

Tick tocking

nal age or it's grandeur.

This is a-70-year old antique clock, a rare

collectors’ itemn, at

least in this part of

the continent. But

this unigue master-

iece is only Tk

. quite cheap if

its history. time and

value are to be con-
sidered.

In fact. pieces of
furniture, works of
art of a past period.
showing ancient sty-
les of the past times
or relating a tale of
the. distant past, is
not always what
Dhakaites crave for.

Dhaka is not a
city where antiques
are found in abun-
dance, collected or
even properly val-
ued. These shops
are as rare as the an-

tigues themselves.
The most shock-
ing part however, is
the total ignorance
of the vendors. Exc-
ept for a very few

one

to
Only

have behind their shabby look.

Chandeliers, for example locally known as
fanush collected from Masjids and from some-
one's private collections, are as old as 250

years.
Lights of various shapes, like a big bowl at-
. are priced from Taka

tached to a brass
2.000 to 4,000 to 5.000.
These shops

at only Tk 300 to Tk 400.

Perhaps the most interesting item of these

. shown in an American. St,
Thomas wooden clock. Nothin
as it should,
frame or the shinning brass, lion heads stud-
ded at the carners, can never reveal its origi-
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people, who take the

mainly offer decoration
cutlery. crockery, usually sold by the captains.
and crew of various ships. Big bowls are priced

unusual.
the lished

the

PHONE $

shops on offer is an iron used by coals. Ancient
brass made. these irons almost look like boxes
with real hot coals poured inside to heat up
alloy and later serve the purpose.

Another interesting piece is the jewellery
moulds. Local jewellery designs suc
rihgs known as Makri or nec

as ear
aces, or
balas are also found.
These moulds are
mostly of recent
times showing de-
signs of the Pakistan
era.

There are also
wooden statues col-
lected from Faridpur

or M 8 . pla-
ces I'amuiuah}g? their
wood works. These
.statues are sold for
Tk 2,000 to Tk
2.500.

Small bronze sta-
tues of Hindu gods
and goddesses colle-
" cted from Dhamrai
and other adjoining

areas are also to be

found.

Unorganised, th-
ese shops have many
valuable things whi-

s ®4 ch are not properly
_ Em]uatcd. e shop

eepers or OWners

2 are completely una-

HALieR 94 ware of their attrac-

i and that too  such shop.

pain oftion or history and their i

kmm the real stories behind each item. nobe quite disappointing
lly bothers about facts or history. :

The real collectors are mainly people who people's atiention.
have developed a fancy for antiques for per-
sonal pleasure. The shops where these are
found are nothing other than ordinary handi-
craft shop. And maybe, out of mere luck they
would be able to say "these are not local goods,
all foreign.” Only this fact "foreign items"” add
their value. Real values are overlooked.
a few, countable shops, are found
scattered in Gulshan. Mohakh
in such an inconspicuous way that no one
would ever guess what things of values they

The prices of replicas de
cost. Our factories or places from where these

orance has proved to
or customers. Pricin

depends not on the items bui how much it holds

A marble-stone table, five and half feet in
circumference was sold for Tk 75,000. The
year or place or source of this particular item
is unknown, at least the shopkeeper couldn't

bqr main business is repmd;.munn: ie.
producing, if wanted,
tique items.” says Khokon, a salesman of one

e replicas of these an-

nd on labour

are made are scattered in Bakshi Bazar and

Bonshal.
Business

pieces

their

e but because they

right now is very dull, in fact this
business is not seasonal or an

nds only on people's desire for antiques or
uxury items." he

These shops, thou _
the past where each item has a story
own, do not exactly know their real value.
Many of the items look old. not because of

hing and .de-

explains.
gh have grand pieces of
of its

have gathered

inches of dust on them due to neglect and lack

of interest.

Shib Choturdashi Mela begins

CHITTAGONG, Mar 10: A
three-day Shib Choturdashi
Mela began on Wednesday at
Sitakunda, 55 km off here with
traditional enthusiasm and re-
ligious fervour, reports BSS.

Hundreds of Hindu devo-
tees from different parts of the
country continued to throng
the mela venue since Mbnday
last. Number of the devotees
this year is larger than that of

the previous years, said an or-
\f'nhcr B the mela.

The dewotees converged at

sacred places of Chandranath,
Shambhunath. Biropakkha.
Premtali, Astan Bari and
Baskunderpar. The entire mela
had been turned into a mass
congregation. -

Stalls of earthen goods and
indigenous handicrafts have
been set up on both sides of
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway
near the mela venue.

The Sitakunda Shrine
Comimittee, urged all to main-
tain a solemn atmosphere dur-
ing the mela.

Secretary to the Pr.ﬂﬂnt
North South University

Filuent in English, shorthand, and wordprocessing. Bachelors
degree preferred. . Pay according to qualification and

must reach NSU Administration, 12 Banani CA, Kemal
Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka 1213, by 24 March 1994.

)

' BYC

BANGLADESH TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED
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Notices of the 21st Anmnual General

and the Extra-ordinary

General Meeting

scheduled to be held on 29th March, 1994, at

12:00 Noon at the BCIC Auditorium,
30-31 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, were sent to the

last registered
‘8th March, 1994,

We

. addresses through Courier on

request the shareholders who have not
received them, to contact the Secretarial .

200 t024th March, 1994
notices.

hours from
issue of duplicate
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Morning Session
B8.00 Opening announcement
Al Quran
. Programme summary
8.10 News in Bangla
8.15 Alor Dishari
8.40 Educational
programime:
Shikha Dikha
9.05 Cartoon show: The

Amazing Spiderman
News in Bangla

Moner Mukurey:
Ayomoy (I8th episode)
Film show: Tarzan
Programme on health:
Prescription
Documentary show:

Images
12.30 Closing .

Afternoon Session

3.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran

Cartoon show: Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles
Movie of the week:
Once Upon A Family

10.00°
10.15

11.20
11.40

11.55

5.10 News in Bangla

5.40 Discussion Ramadan:
Mahe Ramjan

6.20 Banshar

6.50 Open University

7.20 Modern songs pro-
gramme: Malancha

8.00 News in

830 Comedy series: Perfect
Stangers

05 Sangeetanushthan:

Sabina Yasmin
will render songs

10.00 News in English

10.30 Drama serial: LA Law

11.15 Khabar/The News

11.25 Tomorrow s programme

11.30 C

Closing
Obituary

“Writer and journalist Tari-
qul Alam died in the city
yesterday,. He was 61, reports
BSS. i

He left behind one son. two
daughters and a host of rela-
tions and admirers to mourn
his death
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The Sadarg
minal is jammed with hundreds of rickshaws. Illegal

road-side shops turn the narrow street even narrower. The

picture was taken yesterday.
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Principal Kashem's
. anniversary
of death today

~ The 3rd death anniversary
of Principal Abul Kashem, a
renowned educationist and
one of the architects of the
Language Movement, will be
observed today, says a press
release.

On the eve of Principal
Kashem's death anniversary
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minist¢r Be-
gum Khaleda Zia paid tributes
to the memory of the great
educationist in separate me-
ssages. -

BSS adds : President Abdur
Rahman Biswas said the nation
would remember with grati-
tude the contributions of late
Principal Abul Kashem for the
cause of mother tongue.

He said as a member of par-
liament Principal Kashem had
dedicated himself to establish
Bangla as a state language.

He said, as an educationist
Principal Kashem had estab-
lished many educational. social
and cultural organisations. The
nation owe to him in many
ways.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia paid high tributes
to the memory of Principal
Abul Kashem. .

In her message. the Prime
Minister said he would remain
as a source of inspiration to
the future generation in the
struggle of enhancing the dig-
nity of the nation and Bangla
language.

She said Principal Kashem
had played a ploneering role in
giving institutional shape to
the main spirit of language
movement. He was the first to
establish Bangla College at
Mirpur to offer higher educa-

tion in Bangla. He also wrote
Bangla text books, she added.

Two brothers
get FRCS

By Staff Correspondent

Two brothers — Dr Mamoon
Siraj and Dr Masoom Siraj — of
Bangladesh got academic dis-
tinction in Britain.

Dr Masoom obtained FRCS
(Edin) degree this year while
Dr Mamoon obtained in the
previous year

The Siraj brothers are the
sons of Major General (retd) K
M Siraz Jinnat, who is also a
noted genitourinary surgeon of

the country. and Farida Siraz.
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President opens
Shahi Mosque

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday called for
making combined efforts for
the welfare of the entire
Muslim ummah, reports BSS.

“The rights of the Muslims
have to be established by
recovering the traditional
Baitul Mukaddas Mosque.” he
said while inaugurating the
Katasur Shahi Mosque at
Mohammadpur in the city.

The President relerred to
the recent Hebron massacre
and said the government of
Bangladesh and the people had
strongly condemned the
Hebron tragedy. He said words
fail to condemn the way the
enemies of Muslims had killed
the devotees offering prayers
in the mosque. "We have to
gather courage against them,”
he said adding "at the same
time we have to strengthen
the Muslim unity and be
devoted in spreading the
ideals of Islam.”

He said the mosque is a
symbol of holiness and it is the
sacred place to surrender
oneself before the almighty
Allah and to his directed path.
He said one of the great
teachings of Islam is to
establish society based on
mosques.

S to take part
in UNOMSA

Five Bangladeshi nationals
have. left Dhaka for Johann-
esburg to participate in the
United Nations Peace Mission
ahead of the elections in South
Africa, reports UNB.

They will join an inter-
national force of 200 UNOMSA
(United Nations Observer Mi-
ssion in South Africa) election
supervision and support olli-
cers recruited through Uniled
Nations Volunteers (UNV)
Programme,

The Bangladeshis will carry
out a two-month assignment to
support the aspirations of the
South African people to
establish rule of a democratic
government.

This is the second time
after the recent assignment of
63 Bangladeshi election sup-
port officers to Cambodia that
Bangladesh has beén called
upon by the UN Lo provide
experienced professionals to
assist it in ils peace mission.

It is expected that Bang-
ladesh shall also be invited to
participate in the upcoming
elections in Liberia through
the UNV
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By Staff Correspondent

Dry weather with a fair sky is likely to prevail over the
country during the next 12 hours commencing from 6 am

today (Friday).

The Met Office forecasts. day temperature may remain un-

changed over the country

The highest temperature of the country of 35.7 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Jessore and the lowest of 11.2 de-
grees Celsius was recorded In Srimongol yesterday

(Thursday).

The sun sets today at 606 pm and rises tomorrow

(Saturday) at 6.11 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and rela-
tive humidity recorded in some major cities and towns of the

country yesterday were:

Cities/Towns Temperatures in Humidity in
degrees Celsius percentage
Max Min 9am 6 pm
Dhaka 31.0 14.0 39 34
Chittagong 31.0 18.0 42 39
Rajshahi 32.0 13.0 61 33
Khulna 32.6 13.3 . B3 35
Barisal 3]1.6 14.4 63 83,
Cox's Bazar 330 20.0 2 :
30 .0 14 .4
Ms,dmm 31.8 14.2 50 34
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| World leaders'
Eid greetings

Heads of the states and the
governments of different coun-
tries had sent messages of fe-
licitation to President Abdur
Rahman Biswas on the eve of
the holy Eid-ul-Fitr, reports
UNB. |

The leaders wished health
and happiness of the President
and well-being of the friendly
people of Bangladesh. They
also hoped steady progress and

ty of the nation.

The heads of the states and
governments include Presi-
dent of Egypt Mohammad
Hosni Mubarak, King Hassan of
Morocco, Amir of the State of
Qatar Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-
Thani, President of UAE Zayed
Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, Suda-
nese President Omar Hassan
Ahmed Al Bashir, President of
Nizer Mohammad Ousmane,
Guinee's Presidént Lansana
Conte, Amir of Bahrain Isa Bin
Salman Al Khalifa, Sultan of
Oman Qaboos Bin Said and
Iragi President Saddam Hu-

Emiswas, Khaleda -
greet President,
PM of Mauritius

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday greeted Cass-
am Uteem, President of Mauri-
tius on the occasion of its
Independence Day, reports
UNB.
In a message the President
-conveyed his warm greetings
and felicitations on the happy
occasion and” wished Cassam
health, happiness and long life.

“I am confident that the ex-
isting bonds of friendship and
cooperation between our two
countries and people will be
further strengthened and con-
solidated in the years to
come,"” the said.

Biswas also wished contin-
ued progress and well-being of
the friendly people
Mauritius.

In a separate message
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
. Zia yesterday congratulated Sir
Aneerood Juganauth, Prime
Minister of Mauritius.

In her message Begum Zia
said "l sincerely hope that the
friendly relations existing be-
tween our two commonwealth
countries will be further de-
veloped and strengthened in
the years to come to the mu-
tual benefit of our two people.

Navy nabs
12 pirates

CHITTAGONG, Mar 10:
Bangladesh Navy ship Jamuna,
during its routine patrol,
apprehended 12 pirates from
near the Elephant Peint last
night, reports BSS.

They were caught while
engaged in piracy on a fishing
boat—FV Mirshandhani.

The fishing boat and the
arrested pirates were escorted
to Chittagong and were handed
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e GRAND
ALE

OPEN
3 O/oREDUCTION

9 AM - 8 PM
ON EXPORT REJECTED ISMAIL CARPETS
OF VARIOUS BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS
THIS REDEUCTION IS ONLY VALID FOR
CARPETS IN OUR OWN SHOW ROOM

ISMAIL CARPET .
INDUSTRIES LTD

HOTEL NIDMAHAL BUILDING
105SUKRABAD, MIRPUR ROAD
DHAKA-1207. PHONE: 314180, 311576
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HURRY,

THIS SALE
§ WILL LAST
FOR ONLY
15 DAYS
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