WHO praises Dhaka for adopting

new TB control strategy

The World Health Organiza-
tion [WHO] has a word of
appreciation for Bangladesh lor
the multi-million dollar tu
berculosis control now being
carried out in the country and
wished success in its battle
with this dreadful but curable
disease, reports BSS.

"I am impressed in the
commitment of your govern-
ment to control T.B which is
world's number one killer dis-
ease,” said Dr A Koshi, head of

WHO's tuberculosis pro
gramine.
Dr Kochi, who was here last

week to lead a two-member
team to assess the progress of
the programune in the country,
said Bangladesh is the first
country in the region to imy
plement WHO's new strategy
to control T.B. Strong govern-
mental interest coupled with
political will has helped Bang-
ladesh take up the programme
ahead of others in the re:g;lnn
he added.

Styled as "further devclup—
ment of tuberculosis and le-
prosy services in Bangladesh,’
the 30 million US dollars
Wnrld Bank-aided programme

has begun in the country
nearly a year ago with facilities
created at five thanas of five
districts in the five divisions in
the first phase. It is planned
to cover the entire thanas
during the programme period
which spans over six years.

Of the three million global
population who die annually
from T.B, 80,000 are Bangla-
deshis. TB is the second killer
disease in Bangladesh after
diarrhoea.

Dr Kochi said that with the
discovery of strong and effec
tive medicine and taking of
some other poinis into consid-
eration, the, concept hitherto
practised (treating the pa-
tients at hospitals) has been
replaced by keeping him or
her at homesteads with con-
stant monitoring till fully
cured. Study found such trea-
tment is the most cost ef
fective in treating TB, he said.

Dr Kochi was hopeful that
treatment of TB, long re.
mained neglected in most
countries, will get a boost with
the implementation of the new
strategy and administering
more effective medicine taking

lesser time to cure. He appre-
ciated Bangladesh for taking
very little time to be convinced
of the pr , while India
and China took much longer
time. Incidentally both China

and India are now implement-
ing the new strategy. he

.ddmd. Bangladesh there are
about 46 lakh reported cases
of TB with various degree of
ailment. The number of active
cases is stated to be 5,70,000
and according to survey around
1,50.000 new cases surface

every year.
Dr A K Ahsan Ali, Director

TB and Leprosy Control said
26 thanas have already been
brought under the new pro-
gramme and it is planned to
cover 40 thanas by June. He
hinted that it might take little
more than six years to cover all

While talking to BSS before
leaving for Geneva, Dr Kochi
said of all the dreadful dis-
eases. the current treatment of
TB is the most cost eflective. A
study said if 100 US dollar is
invested in TB treatment, it
can help earn 27 years of
healthy life, he added.
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Bangladesh, Chan said that it
would come and stressed on
the need for "a fertile climatc
of investment."

On the question of quota in
the garments sector, Chan said
there existed a quota of only
six to seven per cent for the
last few years and assured that
it was a temporary step which
would ultimately be waived.

"We do not like the quota
system”, he said and added

t the issue had to be negoti-
ated among Bangladesh,
Canada and other countries
under GATT. "This is why
GATT is so important,” he em-
phasised.

The visiting Secretary of
State appreciated the role of
the  government and the NGO's
in developing the economy.

"Our cbduntries have very
close ties and we are opti-
mistic that (Bangladesh) will
be able to stand quickly on its
own feet.”

He also stated that some of
the development programmes
undertaken by the government
and the NGO's were really
commendable and hoped many
other countries will emulate

#»and replicate the positive ex-
amples. - .

Emphasising that the gov-
ernment and the NGO's were
facing the economic chal-
lenges boldly, CHan com-
mended particularly the devel-
opment work being done by
the Grameen Bank, BRAC and

Proshika.
Asked about his views on

the water sharing issue be-
tween India and Bangladesh,
Chan replied it was a matter of
concern and should be settled
bilaterally.
“The issue should be ad-
dressed. within the region.” he
“The formation of SAARC is
very encouraging and issues
like water and other problems
of the region should be con-
sidered and settled mutually.”
He said that the entire
world was a global village, "We
- all should learn to share our
resources.” :
Chan said that the US and

- Canada too. have common

rivers angl they solve their wa-
ter problems mutually. In this
connection he referred to the
Columbia River Treaty signed
b:twqen {}ttuwa and

More Canadian aid

Asked about the Kashmir is
sue, Chan said the problem
ought to be solved between the
two countries mutually in the
same regional spirit as envis-
aged by SAARC.

Describing Bangladesh-
Canada relations as excellent,
Chan said he had chosen to
visit Bangladesh first among
the countries of the sub-conti-
nent because of the long back-
ground and good relations ever
since former Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau supported the
cause of Bangladesh during its
War of Liberation.

Questioned about the immi-
gration policy, Chan said,
Canada is relatively liberal
about accepting immigrants
and said he himself was proud
to be one, He informed that
Canada would be taking around
2,500,000 immigrants next
year, half of them would be
migrating through their family
connections while the, other
half would be accepted on the
basis of a criteria system based
on skills.

Chan said, his country was
not in a position to have im-
mediately -a permanent con-
sular presence in Dhaka be-
cause of a budget cut.

At the outset of the briefing,
Canadian High Commissioner
Jon Scott introduced the visit-
ing dignitary and spoke in
Bengali about the cordial rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

. Also present at the press

conference were Bryan Burton;
Deputy Director for South Asia
and Pacific in Canada’s
External Affairs Department
and David Spring. Director
General. South Asia CIDA.
. Raymond Chan who arrived
in Bangladesh on the second
leg of his visit from Cambodia
was schedyled to leave Dhaka
yesterday night for Tokyo.

Saifur meets

Canadian Finance

‘Minister
OTTAWA, Mar 8: Finance

Minister M Saifur Rahman,
now on a visit here, yesterday

met his Canadian counterpart
Paul Martin, reports BSS.

The two. ministers dis-
cussed the matters ‘of mutual
interest including the Cana-

dian economic asslstam:e to

Bangladesh.

Protect women's rights

From Page | Col 5
undcrtaking a sincere pledge

to develop the condition of the
women for bringing about na-
tional emancipation.

In a similar message, Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia ,
appealed to all to put in united

efforts for ch the socio-
economic condition of the
country's women and establish
their due rights in society. -

In a separate message,
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
called for taking realistic and
integrated programme for en-

suring social rights, education
and overall development of the
women community.

The Jatiya Mahila Sangstha
(National Women's
Organisation) brought out a
procession in the capital yes-
terday. :

State Minister for Women's
Affairs Sarwari Rahman led the
processionists.

Women from all walks of life
took part in the march, carry-
ing banners, placards and
[cgtmns.

The State Minister also in-
augurated a photographic ex-
hibition styled "Anno Chokhe
Dekha" (Through Different

Eyes} at the Alliance Francaise

auditorium.
Prime Minister

Begum

Khaleda Zia attended as chief
guest a discussion on "Building
a World Where Women Matter”
at the Osmany Auditorium.
The Bangladesh Mahila
Forum organised a seminar at |
the Bishwa Shahittya Kendra to "

: '.I.'uark the day.

* The forum also awnrdcd its
gnld medal to the country's
elderly poet and distinguished
personality Begum Sufia Kamal
for her contribution to the de-
velopment of the women's
community for the last 50
years. :

Aftorney General Aminul
Huq attended the function as
chief guest while forum presi-
dent Advocate Ferdousi Stﬂttna
presided.

The combined women's or-
ganisations under the Amnesty
International, Bangladesh yes-
terday held a discussion at its
office premises with its Trade
Union convenor Jahanara
Begunr in the chair.

A procession under the
auspices of the steering com-
mittee of the 4th International
Women's Conference NGO
Forum also paraded -city
streets.

The procession was brought
out from the Central Shaheed
Minar yesterday morning. It
ended with a rally at the
National Museum premises.
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Menon clarifies
press report

By Staff Correspondent

Workers' Party (WP) general
secretary Rashed Khan Menon
yesterday told The Daily Star
that he had mot ignored his
party resolution asking him
not to maintain any centacts

| with the Jamaat-e-Islami in

any forum.

Clarifying a news item pub-
lished in the daily yesterday,
Menon said, the WP believed
that any negotiation with the
Jamaat, in the name of parlia-
mentary practice, was suicidal
for the democratic forces and
he teo, was commiited to
uphold the position.

" Referring to the press
briefied, Menon, in his clarifi-
cation said that leaders meet-
ing the press had presented
their views one h‘_'f one, sepa-
rately.

~ Referring to a meeting of
the Opposition leaders held
immediately before the press
briefing Monday, Menon said
that he had gone to the meet-
ing following a phone call from
the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, and to his embar-
rassment found the Jamaat
leader Sheikh Anser Ali, MP
also there. He also said that he
did not have any discussion
with the Jamaat representative
at the meeting.

The WP leader. however,
did not make any comment
regarding sitting next to the
Jamaat leader during the press
briefing.

Press confce
'Adopt policy
to change

gender bias’
By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the International
Women's Day Observance Com-
mittee yesterday demanded
equal rights of the women and
an honourable life for them.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club,
the leaders sought policies to
help change the gender bias
against the country's women-
folk.

They pointed out that in

birth ‘control — nowhere were
the women's views given due
importance.

- They said the free move-
ment of women on the streets
shad become difficult and they

sector.
The committee leaders

called for necessary amend-
ments to laws to remove all

women.

Quoting survey repui'ts they
said the number of women's
deaths due to torture by hus-
bands and in-laws was greater
than those dying while in child
birth. .

" Proper measures Wwere re-
qguired to reduce the unhnatural
deaths of women in this coun-
try, they said. _

The leaders demanded

| formation of female police

squads and appointment -of
more police women to safe-
guard the security of women.

Nasrin Huq of Naripakkha,
Shahin ‘Akhter Dolly of Nari
. Moitree, Dr Mahmuda Khatun
of the Ganashashthya Kendra,
Shirin Sultana of Concern,
Bangladesh were present at
the press conference.

_DUTA condemns

exams shifting

By DU Cerrespondent

The Dhaka University Teac-
hers Association {DUTA) yeste-
rday condemned the Vice
Chancellor's decision to resch-
edule the dates of the ex-
aminations without approval of
! the Academic Council.

The DUTA leaders at an
emergency meeting termed
the decision 'arbitrary’

They demanded’'an emer-
gency meeting of the Acade-
mic Council to discuss the

issue of rescheduling ex-
aminations.
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Delegal.es gﬂther at the Gmt. Hall of the People during the opening ceremony ef the second
plenary session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference yesterday in

Beyjing.

Women's Day celebrated |

acrossAsm

HONG KONG, Mar
Women across Asla marched in
protest, celebrated their iden-
tity and were adored today as
they struck a reminder of their
struggle to overcome a second-
class status to men. reports
AFP,

Sexual and other types of
violent abuse, unequal educa-
tion, a lack of basic rights and
discrimination were all issues
brought up in various degrees
as Asian women ecelebrated

| International Women's Day.

Pakistani Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto, one of the few
women holding power in Asia,
admitted that "unfortunately
Pakistani women have been
denied their due status as
guaranteed both by Islam and
the country's constitution.”

She said, "March 8 is a day
of crying aloud against their
exploitation by an unjust and
unfair system."

In Manila, Aging Ftlipinus
forced to work as prostitutes
for Japanese troops during
World War 1l joined militant
feminists, workers- and stu-
dents today in a street protest
marking Women's Day.

The former “comfort wo-
men,” currently suing the Ja-
panese government for com-
pensation, took part in a 300-
strong protest near the
presidential palace,

In Sydney, at the first Aus-
tralian convention on Women
as Leaders, top academic Leo-
nie Still said women were
becoming a force in positions
of power. :

"As we move towards the
third millennium .... it appears
that women face an exciting
future.” said Still. who is
Commerce Facully Dean at the
University of Western Sydney,
said.

Women across China cele-
brated the day with a half-day
holiday as factories, schools
and government departments
nationwide put on sporting
and cultural events for their
female workers.

"Female graduates still find
it harder to get jobs than male
graduates, while girls in the
countryside often receive only
rudimentary schooling because
parents feel they should help

.out in the house or in the

fields." the spnkeswamm for

the All China Women's Fede-
ration said.

About 4,000 Bangladeshi -

women today marched and
sang in the streets of Dhaka
after placing wreaths at a
memorial dedicated to the
1952 Bengali Language Mar-
tyrs.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
sald, "Women would have real
dignity if they are made more
educated and self-reliant.”

In , South Korea, where
women are often treated as
second-class citizens, women's
groups plan to hold a mass
convention in Seoul March 27
to highlight their demand that
the government withdraw its
decision to abolish the one day
a month menstruation leave for
female employees.

* Aslan women will get to-
gether for the first during a
five-day forum in Tokyo start-
ing March 12 to discuss ways
of preventing sexual violence

~in their nations.

India’'s Minister of State for
Women and 'Child Develop-
ment, Rajeswari told a function
to mark the Women's Day that
improving the lives of Indian

women was a government

priority.

"Our thrust is to make
women economically self-re-
liant through initiatives taken
in the field of self-employment
schemes for women in both
rural and urban sectors,” she

Between 300 and 500
women also took part in a rally
organized by left-wing parties
in downtown New Delhi to
mark the day.

In India, which has a popu-
lation of nearly 890 millien,
more than 66 per cent of
women are unable to read or
write .compared with 38 per
cent of men.

As for Vietnam, the day was
a chance for men to shower
roses on loved ones and
women co-workers,

Impromptu flower markets
of women selling bougquets
from their bicycle baskets
sprang up across Hanoi. School
girls and young women also
took the opportunity to show
off their ao dais, traditional
silk tunjcs worn over flowing

Israeli move to avert
breakdown in talks

JERUSALE:M. Mar 8: Israel

| has redoubled diplomatic ef-

forts to avert a breakdown in
peace talks with Palestinians
over the Hebron mosque mas-
sacre, reports Reuter.

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin made a public plea on
Monday night to the PLO for
quick agreement on imple-
menting the Palestinian self-
rule accord signed in
September.

Rabin also sent three envoys
to meet Palestine Liberation
Organisation Chairman Yasser
Arafat in Cairo, the first direct
contact since the February 25
massacre of some 40 Pales-

| Benazir cleared of

nepotism charges

LAHORE, Mar 8: A Pakistani
court cleared Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto today of giving
jobs to favourites, her third
acquittal of charges used to
dismiss her three and a half
years ago, reports Reuter.

Special Court Judge Munir
Sheikh dismissed the charge
saying the evidence showed no’
wrong had beeh done.

"She has been provided
right once again.,” a spokesman
for Bhutto said.

The allegation was one of
seven disputed charges of
abuge of power that were used
then President Ghulam
Ishag Khan to oust Bhutto's
government in August, 1990,

Bhutto was cleared of the
first two of the so-called pres-
idential references hy the
same court last month. Those
accused her of allocating natu-
ral-gas distribution licences to
friends and illegally allotting

prime land in the ‘eapital,

Islamabad, for a hotel. 3

tinians by a Jewish settler.
But even as Rahins' advisers

"met Arafat, Israeli soldiers in

Hebron shot dead two more
Palestinians and wounded 17
in clashes that erupted when a
tight curfew was lifted for sev-
eral hours so residents could
huy food.

Before the killings, negotia-
tors were close to removing
the final obstacles to the start
of an Israeli troop pullout from
the Gaza Strip and West Bank
town of Jericho outline in the
declaration of principles on
Palestinian self-rule,

'Croat-Muslim

war over'

GORNJI VAKUF, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Mar 8: The
United Nations has proclaimed
the Croat-Muslim war in cen-

After mediatihg an agree-
ment firming the cease-fire,
Brig John Reith of Britain,
commander of British UN-
forces in Bosnia, described the
truce as an historic moment.

"Effectively the war be-

tween Muslims and Croatians
has ceased.”" he told reporters
Monday.

As Reith watched, Brig Gen
Fikret Muslimovic of the

Muslim-led Bosnian army and
Bosnian Croat Brig Gen Vinko
Vrabance signed maps of cen-
tral Bosnia and the southern
city of Mostar delineating
truces over nearly 290 kilome-
ters (180 miles) of previously
disputed territory.

Reith said all but 1.9 kilo-
meters (1.2 miles) of the
Muslim-Croat battle front were
covered by the truces.

India ;odgcs
protest with
Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, Mar 8: India
has a strong protest
with Pakistan and Bangladesh
following the arrest of their
nationals for allegedly in-
dulging in terrorist activities
in India, an Exterhal Affairs
ministry spokesman said to-
day, reports PTI1.
pokesman confirmed
that four Pakistani and one
Bangladeshi nationals were ap-
prehended by the police re-
cently,

The ministry has lodged a
strong protest through their
. missions in New Delhi at this
latest and dangerous manifes-
tation of Pakistan's policy of
indulging in terrorist activities
in India, he said. .

4 dacoits beaten

to death in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 8: Four
alleged dacoits were beaten to
death last night by a mob at
the Fouaderhat overbridge on
the Dhaka Chittagong highway

The armed dacoits hnd at-
tempted to shatch cash and
kind from passengers after in-
tercepting a coach at gunpoint.
However they were overpow-
ered by some of the inmates of
the vehicle, aided by members
of the public, police said.

After overpowering the rob-
bers the mob started bﬂlﬁ
them, leading to the deaths
three on the spot. Another
succumbed to his injuries fol-
lowing admission in a hospital
here, police and hospital
sources said. All of the dead
are yet unidentified.

Sitakundu thana.

Land allocation
approved

The central land allocation
committee yesterday approved
the nece allocation to ac-
quire lands for different pro-
jects ~ in Dhaka and
Narayanganj, reports BSS.

The allocation was made in
a meeting of the committee in
Dhaka with State Minister for
Land M Kabir Hossain in the

chair.
The projects include dig-
ging " and developrhent of

‘Shahjahanpur canal by WASA
under the coordinated flood
protection project for Dhaka,
pipe switch construction un-
der the same project, water
treatment plant construction
at Sayedabad, construction of
the office of local government

Narayanganj, construction of
martyred intellectuals' mau-
soleum at Rayerbagar and con-
struction of new district jail in
Narayanganj.

The members of the com-
mittee and the representatives
from concerned ministry were
present.

Plane crash

~ From Page 1 Col 4
nesses said the Boeing 737-

200 jetliner split into two be-
fore crashing. One wing with
an engine scythed the top
portion of the Aeroflot and the
engine landed a few feet out-
side the door leading to a ser-
vice area of the two-storey
terminal bullding.

"‘Others sald that the Sahara
aircraft was ablaze before it
crashed.

The was completely
des and only a charred
portion of the tail was found
outside another door of the
building.

The impact scdttered de-
bris over a large area. Aviation
fuel spread on the tarmac and
set fire to the grass in the area.
A car and a food service van
also were burnt.

Sahara India is one of the
half dozen private airlines cre-
ated in the last two years after
India deregulated its skies,
Most are flown by pilots who
left the state-owned Indian
Airlines.

Last year, two Indian
Airlines jetliners crashed in
New Delhi and in the western
city of Aurangabad, killing a to-
tal of 56 people. Four other
planes were hijacked

A case was filed with the

engineering department .in -
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The Midnight File

names Cutler as new counsel

WASHINGTON. Mar 8: Ending a hasty search for a
with "unquestioned integrity,” President Clinton has selected

former Carter White House counsel Ll

Cutler to be his

chief lawyer, White House officials said Tuesday. Cutler, 76,
would succeed White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum, the
scrappy mentor to first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.
Nussbaum resigned Saturday. a victim of an investigation into
a real estate company that the Clintons were involved in when
Clinton was governor of the state of Arkansas. The owner of a
savings and loan corporation that went into bankruptcy was
thé Clintons’ partner in the real estate venture, called
Whitewater Development Corp, reports AP. | See also Page 8]

Spanish plane hit by fire over Croatia

MADRID. Mar 8: A Spanish air force plane made an emer-
gency landing Tuesday after being struck by anti-aircraft fire
while ferrving personnel between the Croatian cities of Za-
greb and Split. the Defence Ministry said. Three passengers
aboard the C-212 Aviocar. twin-engine turboprop suffered
minor injuries, but crew members were unhurt. officials said.

18 killed in Kabul

reports AP

KABUL, Mar 8: Hundreds of incoming

rockets terrorised

Kabul residents Tuesday as the city faced one of its most in-
tense attacks in more than two months of nonstop fighting. At
least 18 people were killed and 100 wounded, according to
hospital workers. But the actual toll is higher. because the
dead are often buried immediately and many of the injured
are unable Jo reach hospitals, reports AP

NAIROBI. Mar 8: Troops
stormed a hijacked Saudj
airliner at Nairobi Airport
tonight and shot an Ethiopian
hijacker holding the Saudi
captain. security sources said.
reports Reuter.

Earlier report says, hija-
ckers freed all passengers and
crew except the captain of a
Saudi Arabian Airliner in Kenya
today and demanded the plane
be refuelled for Rome. airport
sources said.

They said ecrew members
Daring dacoity at
Savar factory

SAVAR, Mar 8: A gang of
dacoits broke into an alu-
minium factory here, shot at
workers and looted Tk 20 lakh
worth of cash and raw materi-

| als early today, reports UNB.

k

Witnesses said about three

| dozens of miscreants broke
| open the back gate of the

Dhamrai Aluminium Factory at
about 2:00 am and opened fire
on the workers, leaving 15 of
them injured.

. Delhi vows

From Page 1 Col 4
ticipants said, but the Pakis-
tani resolution could well
scrape through by a small ma-
jority.

The Indian Prime Minister
said Islamabad was insisting on
the human rights issue because
of 'internal compulsions’.

"One fails to understand
how Pakistan is a champion of
human rights and India, with
its tradition, law and record in
human rights’is in the dock.”

“This is absolutely incom-
prehensible, but this is what is
happening.” Rao said.

He denied that Indian
troops were guilty of human
rights abuses, saying: "We have
nothing to hide. Our record is
absolutely clear.”

“To say that we have vio-
lated human rights is an exag-
geration which borders on -an
untruth,” the premier said.

India has in recent weeks
adopted a new policy of open-
ness concerning Kashmir, tak-
ing New Delhi-based diplomats
to the valley and giving the
green light to human rights
watchdog. Amnesty Interna-
tional and Red Cross teams to
visit the state. . :

A group of 10 diplomats was
in Srinagar, hub of Muslim in-
surgency, today and was
scheduled to meet leaders of
the All-party Kashmir Freedom
Conference, an umbrella orga-
nisation of Muslim militants
armd political parties.

Oil exploration

From Page 1 Col 3
many decision-making meet-
ings among concerned authori-

_ ties failed to take place in time

— the progress had been very
slow regarding the approval for
the exploration,” the sources
admitted.

Meanwhile, negotiations
with an American company —
Occidental — have reached the
final stage. sources informed.
Occidental is likely to sign ini-
tials very soon. The US com-
pany is interestéd in oil and
gas exploration in the Surma
basin and in Mymensingh.

A representative of British
oil company Steller Oil and Gas
(BVI) Ltd is also currently in
the city for negotiations, the
sources added

"The government is failing
to reciprocate the interest
shown by the foreign compa-
nies. If the government con-
tinues to be slow and indeci-
sive in the negotiation process
— it is likely that the Inter-
ested foreign companies would
leave Bangladesh and try their
luck in countries like Viet-
am.” the sources pointed out.

Already, French oil glant
Total Exploration Production
has proposed to cancel its
memorandum of understand-
ing with Bangladesh following
a series of fruitless negotia

tions.

Troops storm hijacked
Saudi aircraft

were allowed to leave the
Saudia airbus, by heavy
security and parked at the far
end of a runway at Nairobi's
Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport. about an hour after the
passengers including some
130 who were being deported
to Ethiopia. were released us-
ing emergency escape chutes
at the rear of the plane to
reach the tarmac.

Only the captain, a Saudi
national, remained with the
iwo hijackers — one armed
with a gun, they said. The hi-
jackers. who apparently were
trying to avoid being deported
to Ethiopia, demanded the air-
craft be refuelled for a flight to
Rome, the sources added.

100 more Rohingyas
enter Bangladesh

- From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 8: More

than 100 Rohingyas yesterday
entered Bangladesh illegally
from Arakan.

Local police arrested 27 of
them when they tried to take
shelter in Damdania camp. The
rest could not be traced. -

When the arrested Rohi-
ngyas were being loaded into a
police van, some refugees of
the camp attacked the police

personnel. Police arrested
three of the attackers. ﬂ

Information service
From Page | Col 8
officials would be appointed as
PIO in place of the present
non-cadre service P10, Abdur

Rahim.

The information service of-
ficlals also met Energy
Minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Jute Minister Hannan
Shah and State Minister for
Establishment Aminul Hugq.

They also called on the .
Prime Minister on Feb 17 and
handed over a memorandum
containing their demands.

PM: women
From Page 1 Col 7
governmeént.

"We want participation of
everybody whether male or
female for changing the lot of
the people." Begum Zia said.

She called upon all to work
in concert with the women
community to 'build a world
where women matter.’

Recalling the establishment
of the Jatiya Mahila Sangstha
by late President Ziaur Rah-
man. the Prime Minister said,

"We have transformed this orga.,,
nisation into a statutory hod,

for ihfusing more dyna-mism."

- She noted that our women-

folk are gradually becoming

conscious and demonstrating

their. efficiency in development

activities, but stressed that more

groundwork should be done to

ensure their overall uplift.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment alone cannot do the job
and called upon the private
sector to play a supporting role,
saying, "Let us all strive-hard to
gear up the socio-economic
development of our nation.”

Presiding over the function,
State Minister for Women's
Affairs Begum Sarwari Rahinan
said offices of the Women's
Directorate should be set up in

. 42 districts of the country

where they do not exist.

UNICEF Representative in
Bangladesh Rolf C Carriere said
he did not like the theme of
this year's Women's Day.
Frankly, | don't quite like this
phrase Because, as you'and |
know. women already matter
and always have mattered ”

The real problem is that
mosl societies have not ac-
knowledged the innate equity
of women and men, he said
adding. "That is precisely the
reason why each year the
world cammunity pauses for a¥
least one day to inter-
national Women's Day "

Secretary of the Ministry of
Women's Affairs Mohammad
Enamul Huq and Director of
Women's Affairs Department 8
K M Majnunul Hug also spoke
on the occasion.



