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Nat'l youth
cricket final
today

The final match of the
BEXIMCO 14th national youth
cricket championship will be
held at the Dhaka Stadium, re-
ports UNB.

In the final, three-time
winners Dhaka DSA will take
on Bangladesh Krira Siksha
Protisthan (BKSP), champions
of the 1990-9]1 season.

Dhaka DSA won all their
three Group A encounters
against Jessore, Dinajpur and
Chittagong en route to final
while BKSP beat Sylhet,
Satkhira. Rajshahi and Comilla
DSA in their Group B matches
for a place in the final.

Nine teams took part in the
final round.

Cricketers back
Sports Reporter

Country’'s cricketers duly
came back home yesterday
after their 40-day tour of the
African centinent in connec-
tion with the recently-con-
cluded fifth ICC Trophy in the
Kenyan capital of Nairobi.

It was a qulet almost
stealthy odyssey for Faruque
Ahmed and his boys who failed
to fulfil a nation's ambition of
seeing its cricket team play in
the next World Cup, the great-
est competition of one-day
cricket to be held for the sec
ond time in the sub-continent
in 1996.

Bangladesh were ousted
from the quarter-finals this
year's ICC Trophy but their in-
ability to make it to the last
four struck an unprecedented
note of despair among the
cricket fans of the country

because never in its 15-
year-old’ history the world
championship for the associate
members of the ICC carried a
promotional boost. There top
finishers of the meet — cham-
pions UAE, runners-up Kenys
and third placed Holland will
play in the World Cup along-
side the nine Test playing
countries following a recent

ICC provision.
Ekota march

to gtrs

Sports Reporter

Fakirerpool Ekota Club
stormed into the quarterfinals
of the Jadukar Samad Smriti
juvenile football tournament as
the Group B leaders afier
recording a resounding 14-0
victory over Russel Smriti
Sangsad at the Outer Stadium
yesterday.

In their last group maich,
the Fakirerpool Youngsters,
aided by a superb double-hat-
trick from Saju, who scored as
many as eight goals over all,
had the match well under
their control from the very
first minute,

The quarterfinal matches
will be played on Friday and
Saturday

The quarter-finalists are:
Shahjahan Smriti Sangsad, Be-
gumganj Udayan Jubo Sangha,
Fakirerpool Ekota Club, Little
Friends Club, National Football

Training Club, G SC,
Basabo Sunflower SC and

Ganaktoly Kishore Football
Eleven.

Training course

for fast bowlers

Sports Reporter

Lotus Kamal, a multi-na-
tional company, will organise
a ftraining course for the
teenage fast bowlers some
time this year.

The course, only for players
who are under twenty and have
a minimum height of five feet
scholarships and free tuition
for the selected candidates.

Interested players have
been requested to contact
Tanjeeb Ahsan Saad before
March 20 at the Dhanmondi
Club ground everyday from 10
am to 2 pm.

Shuttlers to
take part in

Asian meet

Bangladesh will te
in the Asian badminton cham-
pionship to be held in the
Chinese city of Shanghai April
6-11, reports UNB.

Reza-e-Ahmed will lead the
three-member Bangladesh
team in the prestigious meet.

Two players — Mahbubur
Rob and Russel Kabir Sumon —
will represent the country in
the competition. |

Zobaidur Rahman Rana and
Hamidul Hoq Hamid were
named as standby players for
the competition.

Selected players have been
advised to report at the

Badminton Federation office by
March 10,

Aussie hockey
players to
take no risk

SYDNEY, Mar 8: The Austra-
lian men's field hockey team
has taken the precaution of
having vaccinations to min-
imise health problems for this

A brillant hattr-
ick by Mizanur
Rahman throttled
Abahani Krira Ch-
akra to the semi-
final of the Char-

ms Cup invitational football
tournament as the popular
Dhaka outfit blanked Mahindra
and Mahindra of India at the
East Bengal ground yesterday.

The lanky striker, who
played for Brothers Union last
year and now giving the
Dhanmondi club a yeoman's
service on loan, struck twice
to help Abahani to formidabie
two-nil lead at first half

He duly completed the tre-
ble midway through the sec-
ond half and a minute to the
final whistle Zakir, the indus-
trious Abahani midfielder,
rounded off the tally.

Mizan, who scored in
Abahani's two previous en-
gagements — a 2-1 win over
IFA Eleven and a 1-1 draw
with Calcutta Mochammedans —
opened the account in the
tenth minute of the match
when he latched on a Mamun
Joarder pass and fired the ball

N .-

Sports Reporter

home from close (1-0).

Fifteen minutes later the
speedy striker weaved his way
in from the right flank to catch
the custodian of the Bombay
outfit napping with a neat
placement (2-0).

Mizan scored his fifth goal
of the meet, arranged for the
welfare of the distressed
Calcutta journalists when he
thundered in a 25-yarder vol-
ley to evoke the memories of a

similar goal against Calcutta -

Mohammedans a couple of
days back in the 30th minute
of the second half (3-0).

Abahani who went to
Caicutta with a hurriedly rus-
tled team. and no practice
worth mentioning. dominated
the proceedings with some
concerted, organised football

While Abahani waltzed to a
delightful win, their arch rivals
reigning Dhaka league champi-
ons Mohammedan Sporting
Club were locked In a goalless
draw with Calcutta giants East
Bengal.

Although the result poses
no immediate problem for

league champions East Bengal,

Dhaka Mohammedans will have
their work cut out in their last

o?;llp match today against

Corporation of India,

whom they have to beat for a
place among the last four.
Mohammedans had drawn
their previous encounter
against South Indian outfit
Titanium in a and sim-
flarly lack-lustre match.

Mohammedans, however,
enjoyed territorial dominance
over East Bengal But they
never translated their superi-
ority into scores as forwards
displayed poor marksmanship.
East Bengal, too, had their
chances but with their for-
wards proving equally adept in
muffing oppertunities, the
match headed for a barren fate.

TEAMS

ABAHANI KC: Selim,
Alamgir. Ataur, Rehan, Munna,
Masud Rana, Zakir (Zahid)
Rumi (Alfa 3) Mamun Joarder,
Mintu and Mizan.

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Lahul,
Pljush, Kaisar, Jewel, Barun,
Titu, Rupu, Manik. Rakib,
Aslam (Roxy] and Nakib.

WELLINGTON,
Mar B: New Zea-
land cricketers
have a sense of
deja vu as they
prepare for Wed-
nesday’'s one-day international
against Pakistan at the Basin
Reserve, reports AP.

With New Zealand 2-0 down
in the five-match series, the
home side is in a must-win.sit-
uation. And for seven of the
13-man squad, that is a repeat
of March 24 of last year.

That day New Zealand were
2-0 down in the five-game
series against Australia after
lpsses at Dunedin and Christ-

the same — and on that occa-

church. Even the venue was

sion. New Zealand bounced
back from a tight position to
win by 88 runs.

They went on to win a
thrilling fourth match at
Hamilton by three wickets be-
fore losing the decider in front
of a packed Eden Park on the
final ball of the series.

Batsfen Mark Greatbatch,
Andrew Jones and Chris Ha-
rris, wicketkeeper Tony Blain
and bowlers Danny Morrison,
Chris Pringle and Gavin Larsen
were in that New Zealand side
a year ago.

Greatbatch and company
are now hoping they can re-
peat the feat against Pakistan.
but win a fifth-match decider.

New Zealand captain Ken

ABU DHABI. Uni-
ted Arab Emira-
les, Mar 8: The
possibility of be-
ing disqualified on
technical grounds
irom the 1996 World Cup
cricket tournament could spoil
what should have been the
United Arab Emirates' greatest
moment in the sport, reports
AP.

The small southern Gulf

| emirate on Sunday won the

International Cricket Con-
ference Trophy tournament in
Kenya and are one of the three
qualifiers — along with Kenya
and Holland — from this event,
for the World Cup to be staged
jointly by India, Pakistan and
Shri Lanka in 1996.

The UAE's problem is that
only one of the players at the
ICC trophy was a citizen —
skipper Sultan Zarwani. All the
rest were from Pakistan, India
or Shri Lanka, who have, how-
ever, served the mandatory
five years in the country, as
required under ICC rules.

UAE cricket officials. spea-
king on condition they not be
named, said there have been
unofficials protests by a num-
ber of teams against the inclu-
siun of non-nationals in the

emirates side.

The ICC is expected to take
a decision on the protests by
many of the participating
teams in the Kenyan tourna-
ment when it holds its next
meeting in July. they said.

The main architect behind
the UAE's booming cricket
scene, Abdul Rehman Bukh-
atir, scoffed at suggestions that
the team may be forced out of
the World Cup.

"There are many teams in
the ICC tournament who also
fielded players of other na-
tionalities, so why there should
be a problemn about the UAE
team?" asked Bukhatir., one of
the few nationals to have
played the game of cricket
here.

To the backdrop of enthusi-
astic support for the game, be-
cause of the proximity of the
region to Asia and because of
the large Indian and Pakistani
communities, Bukhatir formed
the highly successful Cri-
cketers Benefit Fund Series in
the late 1970s.

Bukhatir pumped millions
of dollars into the game and
made the UAE emirate of
Sharjah into a top-class inter-
national cricket venue.

Kiwis keen to bounce back

Rutherford hopes the players
realise the significance of the
match.

Hopefully a lot of thought
has gone into individual's play.
There comes a time when the
talking’s got to stop and the
action has to start. Rutherford
said after training at a cold and
windy Basin Reserve on
Tuesday. "Tomorrow is make
or break as far as the series is
concerned.”

The New Zealand batting
order will stay the same, with
Greatbatch going in first.
Rutherford remains optimistic
that New Zealand can prosper

if they get a quick start.
“That takes a bit of pres-

. sure off the middle order and

UAE success soured

with the likes of Chris Cairns
and Shane Thomson, there are
players with the ability to hit
over the field.” he added.

Pakistan are confident of
putting the series beyond
doubt. They will field the same
11 from the first two games
and believe they have an edge
over the New Zealanders.

Captain Salim Malik wasn't
im with New Zealand's
batting in the Eden Park one-
dayer.

“When they batted circum-
stances were easy but they
didn’t bat well.,” he said. “After
the third Test [which New
Zealand won by five wickets)
they were pretty confident but
now theyre very much under
pressure and we are more
confident.”

TEAMS -

NEW ZEALAND: Ken Ruth-
erford {captain), Mark Greatb-
atch, Bryan Young, Andrew
Jones, Shane Thomson, Chris
Cairns, Chris Harris, Tony

Blain, Gavin Larsen, Danny
Morrison, Chris Pringle.

PAKISTAN: Salim Malik
(captain), Saeed Anwar, Aamir

Sohail, Inzamam-ul-Haq, Basit -

Ali, Asif Mujtaba, Rashid Latif,
Wasim Akram, Akram Raza,
Waqar Younis, Ata-ur-Rehman.

SYDNEY, Mar 8:
Australian Test
cricket greats and
leading writers
lashed out at the
Ichaviour of Shane Warne and
Mervy Hughes in continuing
condemnation here today of
their antics during the first
Johannesburg Test against
South Africa, reports AFP.
Warne and Huges were re-
ported for verbal abuse by the
match umpires and fined 440
Australian dollars (310 US)

play last Sunday.

Warne, the leg-spinning
wonder, was reported to
match referee Donald Carr for
his tirade at South African

dinmiuing him for 60 in his
team's second innings.

There was no let-up today
in the disgust of the duo's be-
haviour, with the role of team
coach Bob Simpson and cap-

'tain Allan Border in the con-

iroversy coming under
scrutiny. .

Former Test skipper and
respected television commen-
tator Richie Benaud said from
Johannesburg: "l thought the
umpires demanded 10 marks
out of 10 for the way they han-

ASF looks forward
to 98 World Cup

SYDNEY, Mar 8: Australian
soccer officials began a push
today for an Asia-Pacific com-
petition every four years for
the region’s national sides, re-
ports Reuter.

Australian Soccer Federa-

Wran said the tournament, to
be played between World Cups

month's trip to Pakistan to de-
fend the Champion's Trophy,

reports AFP.

would be along the lines of the
existing European Champion-

during a prickly third day's .

‘given to demeaning

dled the situation.

Journalist Mike Coward,
writing in the Australian na-
tional daily from Johanne-
sburg, went further.

"It is to be earnestly hoped
that Shan Warne and Merv
Hughes are made to under-
stand the disservice they have
done both to Australian cricket

. and Test match cricket.

“Their behaviour under
pressure on Sunday .. 'was
inexcusable.

"Hopefully, this time coach
Bob Simpson will not turn a
blind eye to such boorish con-.
duct and severely censure
these egocentric men who are
the
Australian cap and the fragile

Warne, Hughes lashed out at

Test match game they profess
to care so much about.

"Certainly a rap over the
knuckles and a fine in a wobbly
currency is insufficient pun-
ishment.” : .

Melbourne's The Age
columnist Peter McFarline
wrote from the press box:
"Warne is fast developing a
reputation as an extremely
bad-mannered youngman on
the field, a situation that has
been allowed to worsen
through the summer.

"Not only is Warne to blame,
but what on earth are his cap-
tain, Allan Border. and the na-
tional team coach, Bob
Simpson, doing in condoning
thls behaviour?”

Sport
Abahani ride well on Mizan

Gopibagh Friends |20

hang on
Sports Reporter

Gopibagh Friends kept alive
their hopes of earning .promo-

tion to next year's Milnars
First Division cricket league

with a massive eight-wicket
win over Kathalbagan in the
Second Division super league
play -off match at the Mirpur
Pallabi ground yesterday.

Kath . virtually out of
the race after suffering two
consecutive defeats, decided
to bat first after winning the
toss and made 157 for nine in
the allotted 40 overs.

In reply Gopibagh Friends
aided by two half centuries.
reached the victory target of
158 runs in 31 .4 overs. losing
only two wickets.

Opener Himel hammered a
sparkling 54 with the help of
eight hits to the fence in his
65-ball knock. Laba, who
stayed at the crease fill the
very end scored a polished
52,

He hammered six bound-
aries and a huge six in his 65-
ball innings.

Earller in the day. Liton,
Ripon and Babu evenly shared
six wickets among themselves,
conceding 22.30 and 33 runs
respectively to restrict
Kathalbagan to a surmountable
SCOTE.

Georgie with 22 hit the
highest score among the
batsmen while 20 extra runs
proved quite handy as far as
the respectability of the in-
nings was concermed.

ACB steps in

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 8
The Australian Cricket Board
(ACB) today it had started an
inquiry into the behaviour of
bowlers Shane Warne and
Merv Hughes who “sledged”
South African batsmen here on
Sunday, reports AFP.

The two men were fined
1,000 rand (295 dollars) each
and severely reprimanded
after an initial inquiry Sunday
night by match referee Donald
Carr, the former England cap-
tain.

Umpires David Shepherd of
England and Barry Lambson of
South Africa had lodged com-
plaints with Carr for “verbal
abuse”™ by the two of South
Africa’s opening pair of
Andrew Hudson and Gary
Kirsten.

What exactly occurred in
the middle was not known, but
television replays showed
Hudson checking his stride on
his way back to the pavilion
after being dismissed for 60 by
Warne as the Australian
shouted at him while being
held back by a teammate.

Hughes is believed to have
“sledged” Kirsten after catch-
ing him for 35 off Tim May.

Australia began the final day
of its first Test with South
Africa at Wanderers cricket
ground here Tuesday with an
overnight 123-2, needing 454
to win.

Shaw gwen
a chance

JOHANNESBURG, Mar B:
South Africa, who beat
Australia by 197 runs in the

first Test on Tuesday, have in-.

cluded left-arm spinner Tim
Shaw in a 13-man squad for
the second Test beginning in
Cape Town on March 17, re-
ports Reuter.

The 34-year-old Shaw, who
went on South Africa's three-
match tour of India when they
were first readmitted to inter-
national cricket at the end of
1991. has been in excellent
form for his Eastern Province
this season.

He has taken 28 Castle Cup
wickets at an average of 23.54.

Not surprisingly. the South

African selectors have retained
the side who beat Australia
plus all-rounder Eric Simons
who was lﬂth man for the first

Test.
TEAM

Andrew Hudson, Gary
Kirsten, Hansie Cronje, Kepler
Wessels (captain), Peter
Kirsten, Jonty Rhodes, Brian
McMillam, Dave Richard
Craig Matthews, Faine de
Villiers, Allart Donald, Eric
Simons, Timm Shaw.

opener Andrew Hudson. upon £

tion (ASF) president Neville
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JOHANNESBURG
. Mar 8: A fine all-

ruund bowling
performance by
South Africa de-
stroyed Austra-
lia's much-lauded batting line-
up Lo secure a 197-run victory
in the first Test at the
Wanderers on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

Set a near impossible 454
to win, Australia were 'dis-
missed for 256 in their second
innings.

The wickets, as in the first
innings, were evenly shared
among the four seam bowlers.
Brian McMillan took three for
61 and there were two each
for Allan Donald, Fanie de
Villiers and Craig Matthews.

It was man-of-the-match
Hansie Cronje, though, who
delivered the final blow, having
Tim May caught at short leg by
Gary Kirsten after he and Merv
Hughes (26 not out) had staved
off the inevitable for 68 min-
utes with a last wicket part-
nership of 21.

Starting the final day on
123 for two, Australia were
soon in trouble.

Mark Waugh hit two bound-
aries to take him to 28 but
then edged a delivery from
Donald to wicketkeeper Dave
Richardson in the fifth over.

The catch marked
Richardson's 50th dismissal in
his 12th Test, beating the pre-
vious fastest to that mark by
Australian wicketkeeper
Rodney Marsh who reached
his half-century of victims in
13 Tests.

Allan Border joined David
Boon and the Australian cap-
tain got off the mark by driving
Donald fiercely through the
cuw:ra But when he had made

Border top-edged an at-
tcmpttd hook off McMillan
and Gary Kirsten, running back
from short-leg, dived
to hold on to a brilliant catch.

South African success con-
tinued in the next over when
Matthews. with his first ball of
the day. obtained enough
movement off the seam to find
the edge of Steve Waugh's bat.

Richardson took the catch
as Waugh departed for a first-
ball duck. |

Australia suffered another
major blow in the last over be-
fore launch when Boon, who

had batted doggedly for 273 ~

minutes and faced 178 balls in
making 83, was beaten and
bowled by a full-length in-
swinger from Matthews.

lan Healy, having been
dropped twice just before
lunch by Cronje in the gulley
and Andrew Hudson at second
slip. both off McMillan, con-
tinued to lead a charmed life
after the break until he
spooned a return catch to

' Donald who moved quickly to

his left to dismiss the
Australian wicketkeeper for
30. .
Shane Warne survived two
close lbw shouts from De
Villiers before both he and
Craig McDermott fell in the
same McMillan over.

Warne was finally trapped in
front of his stumps while
McDermott was bowled for 10.

Rain threatened to come to
Australia's rescue and umpires
Barry Lambson and David
Shephered twice started to
leave the field only to turn
back as the showers eased.

The crowd, sensing South
Africa were about to be denied
a deserved victory, became
impatient as May and Hughes
frustrated the seamers.

Emphatlc win for S Africa

Almost in desperation cap-
tain Kepler Wessels handed
the ball to vice-captain Cronje
who promptly ended the
match with his third delivery.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first
cricket Test between South
Africa and Australia after the
fifth and final day at the
Wanderers on Tuesday:

SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings 251 (J Rhodes 69 M
Hughes 3-59, C McDermott 3-
63)

AUSTRALIA: First innings
248 (S.Waugh 45 not out)

SOUTH AFRICA: Second in-
nings 450-9 (H.Cronje 122,
A.Hudson 60, P Kirsten 53,
K.Wessels 50, S. Warmme 4-86)

AUSTRALIA: Second in-
nings (overnight 123-2)

Slater b De Villiers 41
Hyden b De Villiers 5
Boon b Matthews 83
M. Waugh c Richardson b Donald 28
Border ¢ G Kirsten b McMillan 14
S Waugh c Richardson b Matthews 0

Hegaly ¢ and b Donald 30
Hughes not out 28
Warne lbw b McMillan . 1
McDermot b McMillan 10
May ¢ G.Kirsten b Cronje 11
Extras: (Ib-5. nb-2) T

Total: (All out in 96.3 overs) 256
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-95,
3-136. 4-164, 5-164, 6-191.

7-219, B-225, 9-235, 10-256.
Bowling O M R W
Donald 23 3 71 2
De Villiers 3 Tl N 2
McMillan 19 2 81 3
Matthews 20 6 42 2
G. Kirsten 4 0 7 O
Cronje 03 0 0 1

Result: South Africa won by
197 runs

Second Test: Cape 'l‘m
March 17-21

Third Test: Durban, uuul
. 25-29.

INDIANAPOLIS,
Mar 8: With about
one year to go
before his rele-
ase from prison,
e Tyson has given up on
the legal system and is
focusing on his education,
reports AP.

Tyson was convicted in
February 1992 of raping beauty

Div I b’ball ends

Sports Reporter
The Partex First Division
basketball league concluded

ey
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yesterday with Angels Club,
who have already claimed this
year's title, crushing :'gr;:;
champions Azad Boys .
at the Outer Stadium wooden-
floor gymnasium.
Angels led the first half 46-
“. i
Dulal, Siddique and Rehan
were the major centributors

| for the winners with scores of

31, 27 and 14 respectively.
James and Mushiaq caged
22 and 11 respectively for the

losers.
With this win, Angels
maintained their all win

record in the 12-team league.

Angels became champions
for the second time since the

league begahn in 1990

pageant conlestant Desiree

Washington 1 both were in
Indinnapuul the previous
- summer.

He was sentenced to six
years at the Indiana Youth
Centre, but his May 1995 re-
lease could be moved up by as
much as six months if he

passes his high school equiva-

lency exam. |

On Monday, the US
Supreme Court declined to re-
view the former heavyweight
boxing champ's conviction.

The court, without com-
ment, turneéd away arguments
Monday that Tyson, 27, was
denied a fair trial.

" bt this will affect him.
I think he sets himself up to
expect the worst and is pretty
surprised when something
other than that happens”™ said
Phil Slavens, an assistant su-
perintendent at the prison.

The Rev. Charles Willilams, a
close (riend of Tyson's and

t of the Indiana Black

time llttndinl classes and
working out, Slavens said.
"He's been pretty much on

son tones up for worst

an even keel his whole stay
here. As he gets relatively
close to getting home his atti-
tude is more upbeat,” he said.

Tyson's attorney. Alan
Dershowitz, said the denial
was expected because the
Supreme Court accepts a small
fraction of the petitions it re-
ceives. Dershowitz said he will
begin a federal habeas corpus
petition, which requests a re-
lease from prison.

Attorneys representing
Washington said the decision
proved the validity of the orig-
inal verdict in Marion Superior
Court.

"We're very pleased with
the result, although it comes
as no surprise,” said Lisa
Campolo, an associate ol
Boston attorney Deval Patrick.
Patrick 1iIs representing
Washington in a civil lawsuil
against Tyson in US District
Court in Indianapolis.

"We hope the decision by

the Supreme Court on the

conviction will allow all the,
proceedings, including th
civil case, to be resoly

quickly,” Campolo said.
Dershowitz's appeal said
Indiana law wrongly allowed
prosecutors to select judge
Patricia J Gifford, a former
prosecutor in sex crimes, (o
preside over Tyson s trial




