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Dhaka Day by Day :
Frenzied Eid Shopping

by Iftikhar A. Chowdhury

If you get caught up in an intractable long
traffic jam in any of the city’s main roads dur-
ing these days of late Ramadan, think twice
before blaming it on campus violence or any
political procession. If you use your good sense,
you will soon be aware of the existence of a
shopping arcade nearby, which has caused the
jam. Because, by now, people from almost all
sections of society are pouring into the mar-
kets and shopping malls. Some are buying with
such a zeal as if others were bent on emptying
stores before their arrival.

The shopping malls of the city with their
frenzied sho rs usually give a picture con-
trary to the actual. sttuation of this country,
where the majority of the people have to do
without special festival dresses, or delicacies.
“Without being cynical about this very auspi-
cious religious occasion, it can very well be
claimed that the joy and happiness of the event
will be worth enjoying only when it can be
shared by all. But unfortunately, in this unequal
world, a large number of people are always de-
prived while a handful get drowned in plenty,”
commented a sensible shopper who finds Eid
shopping to be a social and familial obligation
for him. He believes that the progressive reli-
gion Islam does not leave any room for ex-
cesses and any kind of extravagance in a poor
country like ours is a sin.

Probably, for the affluent classes shopping is
a fun. But for the average middle class it is a
* duty, a social obligation which, like it or not,
has to be carried out according to one's af-
fordibility. That is why we see rojadars rushing
from one shop to another, from one market to
the other in this year's premature heat and
humidity.

The usual shopping venues that have a
pulled a lot of buyers this year also are New
Market for all sorts of garments, footwears, Eid
cards and aatars or artificial fragrance etc;
Chandnichawk mostly for ladies’' garments and

footwear: Gauchia for _miscellaneous items:
Dhanmondi Hawkers' Market for sarees within

children’s and male nts; Garden Market
in Mirpur Road mostly selling ladies’ bou-
tigues, sarees and children's wear;
Mohammadi Super Market for sarees and
women's sahwar-kurtas; Gulshan's various fash-
lon boutiques; Mouchak Market and Baitul
Mukarram for miscellaneous items; Baily Road
houses the fashionable Tangail. jamdani and
silk saree parlours for the relatively well off
buyers who do not wigh to go into the ordeal of
bargaining. Eastern Plaza super market in
Hatirpul with its wide space and equally wide
collection of items has also pulled a huge
¢rowd this year. Ramna Bhaban as always is
ready with dress materials ( but those who in-
tend to have their attires made now, will defi-
nitely find a tough time finding a willing tailor]
and there is of course, Gulistan and Bangabazar
Hawkers' Market for the low-budget shoppers.

Panjabi, which is a common purchasable
item for most of the men, can be found in all
the shopping arcades of the city and the price
is between Tk 400 to Tk 1,000.

The shops that claims speclalty in Panjabis
include Aarong, Bazar, Kumudini, Shokuntala,
Nipun etc. Those who prefer a shirt to a
Panjabi may well find one within the price
range of Tk 200 to Tk 15,00 depending on
its material, stitching, and the label.
Elephant Road’s shops have a wide range of
male attires.

As always, this time too, saree and salwar-

. kameef is the popular buying item for most

women. This item also can be found in almost
all shopping arcades and boutiques for differ-
ent prices. i -

“What ever it may be, I feel delighted when
| can give some gifts to near and dear ones.
| do not feel half as much fulfilled when I buy
something for my own use. This act of giving
according to one's capacity, I believe, obviously
broadens one's heart because a person is glori-
fied through offering gift and charity,” said
Farhana Alam, a housewife, who was buying
some sarees for zakaat ([ charity) purpose from
the Dhanmondi Hawkers' Market.
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Canada's Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific Raymond Chan addressing press conference at

Hotel Sonargaon yesterday.
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reasonable price range; Jahan Mansion for

The ordeal of selecting a_jamdani saree.

300 bottles of
Phensidyl

recovered

A special tearh of Dhaka
Metropolitan Detective Branch
yesterday recovered 300 bot-
tles of banned Phensidyl and
arrested one person in this
connection, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip, the DB team
recovered the Indian-made
banned syrup from the eastern
side of Golapbagh field in
Demra thana at about 12:30
pm. They arrested Mohd Abu
Saeed (32) for his alleged in-
volvement with the contra-

band.
Death anniversary

The 4th death anniversary
of renowned sdcial worker A K
M Fazlul Hafiz (Qudrat Ullah)
will be observed today. reporis
IJNB.

He was a Senior Vice-
President of Noakhali Associa-
tion and a member of Dhaka
University Court (presently
Senate).

A milad mahfil will be held
at the village home of the de-
ceased in Lakshmipur district
The programme also includes
Quran Khwani and feeding of
the destitute.
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Meeting of Nat'l
Committee for

formulating
Health Policy

A meeting of the National
Committee for formulating
Health Policy of the country
was held at Sangsad Bhaban

yesterday, reports BSS.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, chairman of the

committee, presided over the
meeting.

The meeting reviewed the
progress of seven technical
sub-committee's activities to
formulate national health pol-
icy in order to ensure better
health services to common

people of the country.

The meeting was attended
by the Deputy Minister for
Health Sirajul Hoque, LK
Siddique, MP, Dr A K M
Kamaruzzaman, MP, Farida
Hasan MP. lmran Ahmed. MP,
Farida Rahman, MP, Alamgir
Kabir MP, Md Samsuddoha.
MF. Barakat Ullah Bulu, MP,
President, Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) Dr M A

Majell and Advocatie Khaleq-
UZZAITIAN
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Heroin seized

RAJSHAHI, Mar 8 The 20

battalion of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) seized three hundred
grams of heroin from a bus at

Kasiadanga, reports BSS.
One person was arrested in

this connection.

The BDR personnel also
seized huge quantity of wrist
walich cases from a Dhaka-
bound bus and arrested three
persons in this connection

Tt
BTV

Wednesday
430 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Programme summary
4:45 Sports programme: Gillet
World Sporis Special
9:10 News in Bangla
5:25 Population programme:
Agami
6:00 Unmesh
7:00 Open University
7:25 Tagore songs
B:00 News in Bangla
8:30 Sangbad Parikrama
9:00 Film show: The A-Team
|0:00 News in English
10:30 Kathamala
11:15 Khabar/The News
11:25 Tomorrow's programme

Women's Day observed
in Rajshahi, Khulna

RAJSHAHI, Mar 8: Interna-
tional Women's Day was obs-
erved here in a befitting man-
nér today, reports BSS.

A colourful procession, or-
ganised by Women's Affairs
Department and participated
by different government and
non-government organisations,
was brought out in the city this
morning with banners to mark
the day.

The procession led by
Lutfunnessa Hossain, MP pa-
raded different city streets and
ended at the divisional com-
missioner's office.

Later a memorandum was
handed over to the Divisional
Commissioner Al-Haj M
Aminul Islam on behalf of the
processionists.

A discussion was held at the
premises of Women's Affairs
Department with Deputy com-
missioner Abdul Malek in the
chair.

Speakers in the discussion
urged all to extend their sup-
port to the” womenfolk for
safeguarding their rights and
dignity in the society for over-
all development of the country.

Mohila Sangstha devoted to
family planning also organised
a discussion on the day with
Prof Kazi Monwara Sulltana in
the chair.

Rahmatunnessa, former MP,
attended the function as the
chief guest.

KHULNA. Mar B: The Inter-
national Women's Day was
observed here today through
holding different programmes.

Elaborate programmes wre
taken up by the government
and non-government organi-
sations which included proce-
ssion, rally and discussion.

A colourful procession was
brought out from local Zia Hall
premises which paraded the
main city with chanting wvari-
ous slogans in favour of human
and women rights.

A discussion was organised
by the district women affairs
office at Zia Hall auditorium
here on the occasion.

Presided over by Editor,
Daily Tribune Begum Ferdousi
Ali the discussion was at-
tended by Begum Laila Rah-
man, wife of newly elected
Khulna City Corporation Mayor
Sheikh Tayebur Rahman as the
chief guest.

Referring to the historic
significance of the day and
existing condition of our wom-
enfolk the speakers called for
increasing social awareness for
restoring women's right as
well as human rights.

Local sealed tenders are hereby invited by the Bangladesh Power Development Board for
procurement/matenals for the following: °

The source of financing will be op

Pur-205/94

Fuse link for
11KV DOF

iender
documents
Tk SO0v-

Submission of

iender date
and time
22-3-93
at 11.00 AM

Dn & mainienance (Revenue) 1993-94

Opening of
tender date

and time
22-3-93
at 11-30 AM

A complete set of tender document may be purchased by interested bidder on submission of
written application and upon payment of Non-refundable fee for Taka mentioned above against
lender in the shape of Bank Draft/Pay Order favouring Director of Purchase. PDB, Dhaka

2.3% Bid Bond of the offered price shall be submitied along with tender

Tender will be received upto 11-00 AM and will be opened at 11-30 AM on 22/3/93 n
presence of the bidder or their representative if any. No tender shall be seat by post or sold on the
opening date and no Telex/Fax offer will be acceptable.

Biddwui/Jan- | 048 4 )93 -94

DFP (BA) 1870-2/3
(- 194

Photo exhibition
of women
photographers
opens

A fortnight long photo exhi-
bition. "Onnyo Chokhe Dekha"
[Seen from a Different Eye), of
the women photographers be-
gan at Alliance Francaise in the
city yesterday, reports UNB.

State Minister for Women
Affairs Sarwari Rahman inaugu-
rated the exhibition. Alliance
Francaise Director in Dhaka
Moniscur Xavier Bares was
present on the occasion.

Forty photographs taken by
seven women photographers
have been put on display in the
exhibition organised on the
occasion of the International
Women's Day yesterday

The State ‘Minister appreci
ated the women photogra
phers for their excellent per-
formance in the field of pho-
tography

Banaripara
Press Club team
meets Biswas

A 10-membér delegation of
Banaripara Press Club of Barisal
called on President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas at the Bangabhaban
yesterday, reports UUNB.

Talking to the members of
delegation. President Biswas
said that journalism is a very
responsible and dignified pro-
fession. That's why the press is
called the "Fourth Estate” in a
country.

He urged the journalists to
uphold the cause of the people
and project their hopes and
aspiration through objective
journalism.

The President said that
there is complete freedom of
the press in the country. "You
should try to contribute your
mite through objective reports
and comments for socio-eco-
nomic development of the
country.” he added.

Biswas, Khaleda
attend PGR's
Iftar party

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
_Begum Khaleda Zia attended
an Iftar party hosted by the
President Guard Regiment

(PGR) at the PGR headquarters

here yesterday evening, re-
ports BSS.

Speaker of the Parliament

Shaikh Razzak Ali, ministers,

Deputy Speaker, high civil and
military officials attended the

Iftar.
$ 31,633
Japanese
assistance

Japan will provide 31,633
US dollar to Bhola Seba Song-
ha, a non-government or-
ganisation for Hazipur Union
Rural Infrastructure Develop-

‘ ment Project, reports UNB.

An agreement to this effect
was signed yesterday between
Yoshihisa Kuroda, Minister-
Counsellor of Japan Embassy
and MO Ratan, Chairman of
Bhola Seba Songha.

The project will contribute
to the renovation of the roads
and schools in the cyclone
prone Hazipur union.

Food Planning
Monitoring
Committee
meet held

The third meeting of the
Food Planning Monitoring
Committee was held yesterday
with Food Minister Mir Shaw-
kat Ali in the chair, reports
BSS.

The meeting discussed the
overall food stock and price si-
tuation and expressed satisfac-
tion over the present trend.

State Minister in-charge of
Relief Haroon-al-Rashid, Agri-
culture Secretary M Akhtar Ali,
Secretary. Planning Division
Md Haroonur Rashid. Food
Secretary Dr Tawfique-e-Elahi
Chowdhury, Additional Secre-
tary in-charge of Statistics
Division M Mokhlesur Rahman,
Additional Secretary in Charge
of Relief Ministry M Hafizuddin
and other senior officials of the
concerned ministries were
preseni in the meeting.
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Tempeﬂmﬂ Correspondent y

Dry weather is likely to prevail over Bangladesh in the next
24 hours commencing from 6 pm yesterday (Tuesday).

The Met

Office forecasts slight

rise in the night

temperature is expecied, during the period across the

COUnLry

»

Theé highest temperatures of the country of 32.3 degrees

Celsius was recorded af
degrees Celsius at [shwardi

Jessore and

the lowest of 14.2

The sun sets today Wednesday) at 6:05 pm and rises

tomorrow (Thursday) at 6:13 am

The maximum and minimum temperatures and relative
humidity recorded in the divisional towns yesterday are:

Towns Temperatures in Humidity in
degrees Celsius percentage

Max Min 9am 6 pm

Dl 3].0 17.1 55 32
Chit 30.2 21.0 BE 57
Rajshaltn 315 16.5 54 32
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JGUAG annual
review meet held

The Joint Government-
UNICEF Advisory Group
(JGUAG) held its annual review
meeting for 1993 and the st-
rategy ting for 1996-2000
at NEC Bhaban, reports BSS.

The review meeting con-
sidered the progress made in
1993. Discussions covered
constraints in programme im-

plementation and their possi-
ble solutions for the various

UNICEF-assisted projects un-
der the Government of Bangla-
desh and the UNICEF country
programme of cooperation
1993-1995.

The major sectors reviewed
were health, nutrition, prima-
ry education, water and san-
itation, ‘'women in developme-
nt, children in especially diffi-
cult circumstances, Chittagong
Hill Tracts development and
slum improvement projects.

It also discussed the strat-
egy for 1996-2000. In the
strategy meeting, discussion
took place ommr how to prepare
the country programme for
1996-2000 in the areas of
health, nutrition, compulsory
education, water and sanitation
to meet the decade goal of
world child summit.

Presided over by M Moka-
mmel Haque, Member Plann-
ing Commission and Chairman,
JGUAG, the meeting was
participated by UNICEF Repre-
sentative in Bangladesh Role C
Carriere and representatives
from UNICEF headquarters.
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One gets 17 yrs RI

for keeping arms

A Special Tribunal Monday
sentenced a young man to 17
years rigorous imprisonment
under the Arms Act for pos-
sessing illegal arms, reports
UNB.
Motalib Hossain, 23, of the
Sarat Guptal Lane in the city
was arrested on June 21, 1992

for possessing a pipegun and 3
bullets.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the Sutrapur police ar-
rested the accused from
Dewanganj area with the arm
and ammunition. After examin-
ing 6 witnesses and
both sides the court of Addi-
tional Session Judge Moham-
mad. Anisuzzaman found
Motalib guiity.

CCC mayor-elect
visits BSS Ctg

Bureau
CHITTAGONG, Mar 8: The
newly-elected Mayor of Chitta-
gong City Corporation (CCC),
Alhaj A B M Mahiuddin Chow-
dhury visited Chittagong Bur-

eau of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) yesterday even-
ing, reports BSS.

The mayor exchanged views
with working journalists and
other employees of the bureau.

Chowdhury said the journal-

ists of Chittagong could greatly
help implement his pre-elec-

tion pledges.

Later, Chowdhury along
with the Bureau Chief, Nazir
Ahmed, visited different sec-
tions of the bureau.

AttentiPleae

Association for Social Advancement
(ASA) would remainclosed, including
the Head Office and 250 field based

Unit Offices for six days (from 12th to

17th March'94) for Eid-ul-Fitar and
partial annual leave. All the offices
would resume on 19th March'94.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

A Multinational Company at Dhaka urgently require a Lady
Secretary fer its Chief Executive. The candidate should atleast be a
graduate with substantial working experience in similar position
and be proficient in English and Shorthand and in the use of

Computer and Word Processor.

The position carries attractive salary and career prospect.

Application along with complete bio-data and a recent photograph
should reach ADCOMM LTD. 13, Eskaton Garden Road, Dhaka-1000,

by 20.3.94.

Envelope should be marked *“Application for Lady Secretary.”




