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Hundreds of children |
becoming blind for
vitamin deficiency

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Mar
7: Hundreds of babies of the
district are becoming blind
due to vitamin ‘A’ de ciency,
reports UNB.

Medical sources said moth-
ers of these children were
found reluctant to breast feed-
ing due to their sheer igno-
rance adding about 500 infants
have already lost their eye-
nightl due to vitamin 'A' defi-

y which can bet met by
bmnt feeding and intake of
small varieties of fish and veg-
etables.

A recent survey also re-
vealed that child mortality is
on rise among these children.
Thirty per cent of the total ba-
bies have been suffering from
night blindness, malnutrition,
skin and other gastro-intesti-
. nal diseases.

Local elite called upon the

t and NGOs to mo-
tivate the mothers through
short films and other audio-vi-
sual meéans about the utility
and usefulness of breast feed-
ing, intake of small varieties of
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fish and vegetables.
Another report says: Fa-

cilities Department has taken
up a programme to construct
classrooms of six colleges of
three districts in Rajshahi

"~ zone in the current financial

According to official sour-
ces, an amount of Taka 1.22
crorée has been sanctioned
under the Annual Development
Programme for the imple-
mentation of the scheme.

The colleges are — Rajshahi
City Government College,
Nazipur Government College,
Badalgachi Government
College, Pabna Government
Womens' College, Pabna
Shaheed Bulbul Government
College and Pabna Government
Commercial Institute.

The construction work is
expected to be started soon,
the source added. With the
mplementation of the
scheme, a long felt demand of
the local people will be met

* and the student will get better

education facilities.
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Dlstrlct roundup

FARIDPUR

Day labourer
killed in
landslide

Mar 7: A daylabourer was
killed and two others were
wounded in a landslide while
they were cutting earth to
make bricks at Dhuldi in sadar
thana on Saturday, eye-wit-
nesses and hospital sources

said. reports UNB.
Syed Munshi, 30, was
rushed to the Faridpur General

" Hospital where the doctors
declared him dead.

Two others — Azim Uddin

(28) and Jalal Mondal (27) are

fighting for life at the hospital.

GAIBANDHA

Power failure

frequent
From Our Correspondent

Mar 7. Power interruption
gripped Gaibandha district for
the last two months that ad-
versely affected the economy
of district. Industries and agri-
culture sectors are being ham-
pered seriously for want of
regular power supply.

According to an official
source, within of a fort-
night total power load shed-
ding occurred 68 times and
power supply went off for 64
hours. According to local
power supply department,
they are not receiving required
amount of power from the na-
tional grid. Gaibandha PDB
mainly depends on Palashbari
sub-station which is under the
control of national grid line.
On the contrary, Palashbari
sub-grid station could not sup-
ply adequate power due to
short supply from national grid
of Ishurdi station. Due to this
reason Palashbari station is
compel to introduce load
shedding ([requently. The
source added since January 29

to February 14 total power in-
mpu{:nwurecﬂrded at 64

A-cmrdmg te local PDB,
Gaibandha sources, the district
consumed a iotal of eight
megawatt of power in pick
hours against present con-
sumption of only three
megawatl. According to the
Palashbari sub-station officials
15 megawatt of power s
needed to cover requirement
of the district against only six

megawatt of power.
PATUAKHALI
Law, order
situation
deteriorates

Mar 7: The law and order
situation of Bauphal thana of
the district has deteriorated Lo
a great extent causing concern
among the residents. reports
UNB.

Local people said theft. da-
coity, mastani, rape and eve
teasing have increased both in

the township and in rural areas
of the thana

According to an unofficial
estimate. about 50 dacoities
were committed in the thana
in the last year. Moreover,

many cases were not reported

to police and dacoits while
committing dacoity. wviolated
the women inmates of the
house.

Besides, some guardians al-
leged that anti-social elements
have become active in the area
and many girls are not in a
muan to walk along the

unruly youths often
tease the girls on their way to
and from schools and colleges.

The guardians also alleged
that inspite of repeated ap-
peals to the thana administra-
tion nothing has yet been done
to nab the anti-social elements
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Aus seeds to
be distributed

among farmers

Mar 7: An extensive scheme
has been taken up to distribute
Aus seeds among the farmers
and dealers of the country
during the summer seasorn,
reports UNB.

According to Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation here, 500 metric
tons locally produced high
yielding variety Aus seeds will
be distributed throughout the
country under the scheme.

The quantities and the va-
rieties of Aus seeds are as fol-
lows — four mts of BR-1, 18
mts of BR-3, 430 mts of BR-
14. 8 mts of BR-21, 7 mits of
BR-24, 23 mts of BR-26 and
10 mts of Hashi Kolmi.

The sources said the price
of all varieties of Aus seeds is
fixed at Taka 9 per kg which
are being sold directly to the
farmers from BADC thana sale
cenires on first eome first

The dealers of the district
are also getting seeds in 10 kg
polycoated bag at fixed com-
mission from BADC regional
sale centres.

The seeds are produced in
the BADC's seed multiplication
farms as well as by the con-
tract growers of BADC under
direct supervision of seed ex-
perts.

These seeds are scientifi-
cally processed and stored in
BADC's seed processing cen-
tres.

NATORE
Project to

supply
furniture for
pry schools

From Our Correspondent

Mar 7: Local Government
Engineering Department (LG-
ED) here has taken up a pro-
ject to supply furniture to 45
government and 83 registered
non-government primary
schools in Natore district at a
cost of Taka 3.72 crore during
the current 1993-94 (fiscal
Year.

The LGED will also supply
furniture to 29 registered non-
government primary schocils
which were built during the
1992-98 financial year. About
Taka 17 lakh will be spent for
this purpose.

The official sources said
once the work is
about 30 thousand students of
rural areas of the district will

opportunities to study in
ter condition.

MOULVIBAZAR

Road uplift
works 1n

p['()gl'l’:SS
From Our Correspondent

Mar 7: The work on devel-
"Growth Centre

Connecting roads” is on satis-
factory progress and expected
to be completed by April next
The sanctioned
about 1.43 metric tons of
wheat for the scheme under
“Food for Works Programme.”
A total of 52.42 kilometre rural
roads will be reconstruct un-
der the scheme.
lo source, the
scheme includes reconstruc-
tion of B.14 kilometre long
Rajnagar-Fatehpur Road. 15.17
kilometre long Brahminbazar
Fenchugonj Road. 1.70 kilome-
tre long Dasherbazar-Fakirer-

bazar road, 8.26 kilometre
long -Adampur Road
and 19.15 kilometre long

Bhunobeer-Dubarhat Rdad.

CHANDPUR: Boulders have been dumped along the bank of the river Meghna to protect

Chandpur town from erosion.
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Supply of poWer irregular

to mills, factories

CHANDPUR, Mar 7: The
mills, factories, business estab-
lishments and irrigation pro-
jects in the district can not
operate normally as the power
failure is frequent.

The power failure has cre-
ated a major problem for the
commercial and industrial

‘units of the Puranbazar of the

district town.

Different areas of the dis-
trict plunge into darkness sev-
eral times.

Theft of copper wires and
transformers is going on which
causing loadshedding. Very re-
cently, copper wires were
stolen from the government
staff quarters.

The operation of deep
tubewells and some low lift
pumps in the rural areas has
almost come to halt due to
power disruption affecting the
irrigation system adversely.

It is reported that the mis-
management in Palli Biddut
Samity has also causing dis-
ruption of power in the remote

From Our Correspondent

areas.

The power failure and load-
shedding are going on as there
is shortage of power in the na-
tional grid, according to
Chandpur Power Development
source,

The short supply of power
has also affected 'Chandpur
Irrigation Project' and Matlab-
Meghna-Dhanagoda Project..

The cultivation of IRRE,
Boro, wheat and other crop

has also been affected due to

frequent power failure.

The town residents in-
formed that often the entire
town plunges into darkness
after the sunset giving oppor-
tunities to anti-social ele-
ments.

The students sulfer much
for the erratic power supply.

Another report says:
Thousands of passengers who
travel by steamers from
Chandpur Steamer, Ghat to
Dhaka, Khulna, Barisal and
other places of the country

have been facing various prob-

lems for want of facilities.
There is only one old pon-

toon at the steamer ghat. The

sleamers use to anchor the
pontoon and there is a tempo-
rary wooden bridge at the
steamer ghat to pass the pas-
sengers. The bridge is also ly-

‘ing in a decapitated condi-

tions.

There is no waliting room
for the passengers in the
steamer ghat. Passengers have
to wait standing on the pon-
toon. There is no toilet at the
steamer ghat.

The ghat has now become a
den of criminals. Criminals are
found roaming in an around
the ghat.

There are many shops on
the way to the steamer ghat
causing problems for move-
ment. Hawkers and coolies are
disturbing the passengers.
There is no time table for the
arrival and departure of the
steamers.

Prices of

CHUADANGA. Mar 7: Pri-
ces of essential commodities
have gone up with the be-
ginhing of the Ramadan in the
local markets causing hard-
ships to the general con-
sumers particularly the low in-
come group and the farmers.

Prices of sugar, pulses, fish,
meat and edible oil have regis-
tered a sharp rise causing suf-
ferings to the common people.

Mosur pulse now sells at
Taka 28 per kg and Kheshari
which is mostly consumed by
the low income group of peo-
ple is now sold at Taka 26 per
kg as against Taka 24 a week
ago.

Prices of spices particularly
turmeric, onion and garlic
have gone up and those are be-
ing sold at Taka 60, 16 and 60
per kg respectively.

Due to shortage of supply.
prices of f{ish and meat have
regisiered a rise. Prices of egg
and milk have also gone up.
The high price of edible ofl is
causing anxiety among the low
income group of people.

Pure mustered and soy-
abeans oil is hardly available.

Most of the people of the
district have been suffering

‘from various intestinal disease

due to consumption of adulter-
ated mustard and soyvabean ofl
which are now being seld be-
tween Taka 60 and 48 per
kg It is apprehended that the
price of edible oll may further
go-up if the government do not
take necessary steps to supply
oil through rationing system.

The prices of rice have shot
up in the local markets. Rice is
now being sold at Taka 11 to
14 per kg.

The prices of meat have
also gone up. The beef is now
sold at Tk 50 per kg while

muiton at Taka 90 to 100 per
kg

essential

From Our Correspondent

The prices of wheat, veg-
etables atta and flour have also
irmmau:l

commodities have recorded an
increase between 20 and 30

Tk 2.57 crore
loan for
self-employment

~ projects

RAJBARI, Mar 7 : The
Social Services Department so
far disbursed Taka
2.57.84.000 loan for different
self-employment projects in
greater Faridpur district, re-
ports UUNB,

The department under its
Rural Social Service Project
toek the programme to im-
prove the condition of the dis-
tressed men and women of the
greater Faridpur district.

According to official
sources, 17,184 poor men and
women in 22 thanas of
Faridpur, Gopalganj. Madaﬂpur
and Shariatpur districts were
given loan.

The loan was disbursed for
poultry. goat rearing, livestock,
cane industry, net knitting and
small business o make them
self-reliant.

Meanwhile, the members of
the distressed families also
deposited Taka 11.78 lakh
with their own fund from their
OWT1 savings.

Besides, the department
immunised 5377 children and
3.825 women to protect them
from wvarious diseases. The
immunisation programme was
executed through family plan-
ning and rural mothercare
centres.

It has also brought 6 000
men and women under per-

mnncnt sterilisation pro-
amme.

The 'Dfifa'm Kinds of ™ reﬂts“

g0oods up

per cent compared to the cor-
rcspunding pericrd of last year.
re;punde

wof. :ss:ntl?.’l
commodities including fish,
meat, vegetables and oil have
gone up in Rajshahi city mar-
kets and at different hat-bazers
of Shingra, Baraigram., Baga-
tipara, Lalpur., Gurudashpur
and Sadar thanma of Natore
district following the approach
of Ramadan.

According to reports. the

low income groups including

farmers are the worst sufferers
of the price hike of essentials.

Hilsha fish sells at different
markets between Taka 100
and Taka 130 per kg. ruhi
between Taka 95 and Taka
120, kai fish between Taka
140 and Taka 170 and magur
between Taka 120 and Taka
135. ,

The prices of one kg beef
varies from Taka 50 to Taka
75, beef from Taka 85 to Taka
110. Poultry birds are selling
at prices ranging from Taka 70
to Taka 100.

Potato is being sold at Taka
8 to Taka 10, onion at Taka 16
to Taka 18, brinjal at Taka 8,
cucumber at Taka 10 and
jinger at Taka 7 to 8 per kg.

Gram is being sold at Taka
30 to Taka 35, masur dal at

Taka 24 to Taka 27 and tomato

at Taka 7 to 9 per kg.

On the otherhand paddy.
jute and sugar-cane growers
who are not getting proper
prices of their commodities
have become [rustrated

Traders said prices of
essential registered on in-
crease due to shortage of sup-
ply.

But according to some reli-
able sources, a section of un-
scrupulous traders are creating
artificial crisis in local markets
to make undue profit.
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Success story of a school

Nazrul Islam, a proud stu-
dent of Mukul Niketan High
School of Mymensingh, who
stood 10th in the 1992 SSC
examination of Dhaka Board,
acknowledges the generous
contribution of Amir Ahmed
Chowdhury, Headmaster of the
school for his brilliant result.

A poor farmer's son of
Fulbaria thana of Mymensingh
district, Nazrul Islam was
picked up by the headmaster
for his talent. The headmaster
one day asked Nazrul's parents
to take him to his school and

. promised to take care of his

education.

Nazrul enjoyed being part of
the Headmaster's family as he
lived in his house for about six
months before a seat was found
for him in the school hostel.
Nazrul lived a burden free life,
except the burden of learning
heavy lessons at the institution.
He now studies at the Dhaka
College,

Mukul Niketan High Sthool
is perhaps an ideal institution

Banhmllan
back from Mymensingh

similar award under Ratanda's
leadership. |
A man who believes in

modern theories of education

explains to The Daily Star how
his formula works.

"The students must get the
message that they are sent to
school for le We try to
utilise the full lmght of the
school hours. Instead of tutors
giving more lectures, pupils

are encouraged to participate

in mnrc questions than an-
swers.,'

"Exchange of views and
ways to improve techniques of
knowledge are discussed in
almost every lesson for better
outcome”.

*Pupils are never forced to
learn”, he says, "too much
pressure can harm their ability
to work. You can not expect
products from a factory with-

out input of raw materials. This

deputy commissioner's office
and of course the guardians.
The committee decides on
various development progra-
mmes of the school.

Turning to the education -
system in the country, the
headmaster said, "the present
education policy needs change.
It contains numerous cracks
which must be rectified.
Complex methods should be
simplified. At present, the
teaching practices contain a
lot of loopholes which nught to
be removed".

The school stands on 1.5
acres of land in the centre of
Mymensingh town. It has 3455
students, 2048 of them are
male and rest of them are fe-
male. Interesting, boys are hot
allowed to talk to girls during
school hours or vis versa yet
they learn in harmony.

Students are ,prohibited
from leaving the school bound-
ary. However, one can obtain
permission on request.
Hundred and eight tuters keep

A view uf the Mukul leetan HtghSchml Ulasses are held in the tin-shed hnusea whmh can

not accommodate the increasing number of students.

which stands out as an exam-
ple of modern-day ‘educational
environment.

It was in 1970 when the
school just started as a primary
school with only 42 students
and five tutors. It stood on a
very small piece of land. It
never had to look back. In fact,
it went on to enrol more and
more students and tutors over
the years. In 1976 the school
fulfilled the necessary condi-
tions to be recognised by the
government. More students
poured in aid, accordingly, ex-

pansion works were done to
accommaodate the influx.

Two good reasons worked
behind the sueccessive expan-
sion of the institution. First,
facilitated education for poor
children who could not afford
to pay for stydies, and the sec-
ond, the institution's policy of
recruiting only worthy tutors.

The guiding spirit was,
however, the Headmaster,
Amir Ahmed Chowdhury. who
is more popularly known as
Ratanda. In his mid fifties,
Ratanda cared for the school as
he would do for his own family.
His devotion plus his ambitious
ideas helped the school
achieve great reputation. The
school had the distinction of
being adjudged as one of the
12 best schools of 1993 in
Dhaka Division. It recetved an
award for it this year. In 1988
too, the school received a

The stedents of Muku! Niketan

is how we work, pupils are
given lessons, we expect the
results”.

"However," he went on to
explain, "One cannot expect all
to learn the same way. Some
pick up better others lag be-
hind. To solve this problem
the school takes extra classes.

Students who are weak in
picking up any particular sub-
ject are identified and put to
this type of lessons until he or
she improves. If too many stu-
dents fall in this group they
are divided into smaller groups
so that each receives proper
attention.We identily
weakeér ones and separate
them. so their problems can
more easily be noticed by the
tutors”. "This way," Ratanda
says, "Tutors are also given
chances to show their best
performance. Usually: both
male and female tutors are as-
signed for any particular sub-
ject, but at times they are in-
ter-changed to avoid
MOoNotoNousness .

Every week the headmaster
invites all the tutors to ex-

change views at his office

room. "We sit to identify prob-

lems. We then find solutions

and present the solutions to
the students before these are
applied”.

This school, like any other

School in the country, has a
comprising of

committee
teachers, officials from the

,,,,

the

High School are attending clann on mat l'ur want nf benches.
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their eyes on the utudcntl
round the clock.

There are two hostel buﬂd-
ing only for boys accommodat-
ing 120. These hostel occu-
pants come as far away as
Rajshahi, Sylhet, Dinajpur,
Kishoreganj, Comilla, Natore,
Brahmanbaria and the
city. Those who cannot afford
to pay for food and other hos-
tel expenses are pardoned. =

Students who are on the
merit list are given bonus.
They also take charge of
keeping school premises
clean. This type of social work
encourages, specially. girls. to,
follow discipline. -

Indeed, discipline has
probably earned the school na-

1989. Other similar achieve-
ments include first prize in art
competition from Jlﬂn rea-
ched semifinal round
Bangladesh Television
school debate champio
and many more,

Many dignitaries visited the
school to see for themselves
academic environment of the
institution. Some of them are
World Bank Asian Development
Bank. USIS, VOA executives
and education team from Inner
London Education Authority. In
the end Ratanda says, "We
hope to train many -more
Nazrul Islamis with even better
performances”.

s
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Poor farmers se]]mg Crops in
advance for financial crisis

GOPALGANJ, Mar 7 : The
poor farmers of the five thanas
of Gopalganj district are com-
pelled to sell their crops in
advance to the money lenders
at a nominal price due to their
economic hardship.

The farmers informed that
they do not get fair prices of
their harvested crops due to
the low price of paddy in the
markets. Some farmers in-
formed that paddy is now
selling between Taka 160 and
180 per maund Whereas Lhe
production cost per maund is
about Taka 250.

Taking advantages of the oi-
tuation the money lenders are

doing brisk business by giving
credit at high interest rates
against security of standing

From Our Correspondent

crops. The [armers are becom-
ing debt-ridden as they are un-
able to repay the loan often
selling their products.

The absence of government
purchasing centres to procure
paddy has helped the fall in

paddy prices.

The production of IRRI-
boro is inecreasing day by day
with the increased price of
agriculture inputs.

According to sources. the
prices of agriculture inputs
have now gone beyond the
purchasing capacity of peas-
ants Cultivation of [RRI-boro is
now impossible without using
fertilizers and trrigation facili-
ties, said one farmer

Production cost of [IRRI
boro per acre is very high and

many farmers of the district
are unable to spend such an
amount.

If this situation continues
the farmers may give up farm-
ing é€xpressed one social
worker who is working in the
area.

Another report says : AK M
Fazlur Rahman. District and
Sessions judge. Gopalgan],
awarded Bijon Kumar, son of
Birendra Nath, life term for

killing wife.

The case in brief is that
Bijon Kumar Biswas married
one Binata Rani Roy
of Shatish Chandra of
Baran palta under Muksudpur
thana of Gopalganj district in
1992 last.

T
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Heroin worth
Tk 50 lakh
se1zed

NAOGAON, Mar 7 Police
recovered 450 grams of heroin
worth about Taka 50 lakh from
the town bus stand. reports
UNB.

Foliowing a tip-off police
rushed to the bus station and
recovered the contraband kept
in two polythene bags under
the seat of a passenger of

'| Bogra bound bus.

Sensing the arrival of the
police the man fled away. po-
lice said.

Another report adds: Police
unearthed a fake bidi factory,
seized 60.000 bidi with band
rolls and arrested three people
from Chakmohadev village in
sadar thana on February 28,

Acting on secret informa-
tion, pelice raided the speot
and arrested the three people
while they were making bidi.

A case has been filed.

Molasses output declines

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPLUUR. Mar 7: The
production of molasses [rom
the date juice decreasing in
the district due to indiscrimi
nate felling of trees for last few
years.

According to an unofficial
survey. there were more than
two lakh date trees in the dis-
trict in 1982 and molasses
production was 3000 maunds
on an average rate of ten kilo
grams per tree.

Earning from the molasses
was about Taka three crore
during the last season. Bul it is
expecied that the production
will sharply fall during the cur-
rent season due to large-scale
lelling of date (rees.

Taking advantage of finan-
cial need and ignorance of the
rural people the owners of
brickfields are purchasing date
trees at a cheaper rate for use
as fuel.

Madaripur sadar, Mosto-
fapur, Kalkini, Palong, Angaria,
Gosherhat, Utrayel and Naria“
were once famous for the mar-
keting of date juice molasses.
People from different parts of
the country used to come to
these areas to purchase mo-
lasses.

Demand for molasses was
increasing, it was observed.
The molasses were also sent to
many parts of the country.

Molasses of Khoazpur,
Dasherzangoel. Charmuguria
and Madra were in great de-
mand for its speciality and
colour. says one dealer.

The "patali” and "hazari”
brand of molasses also attraet
many for their taste and fra-
grance.

The molasses can also be a
substitute of sugar.



