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Hungry crowd mobs food centre

Afghan factions trade
rocket fires in Kabul

KABUL, Mar 7: Hundreds of
hungry Afghans scaled a wall
and mobbed a mosque Monday
that was holding United
Nations food stocks, delaying
distribution by yet another day,
reports AP.

Also, warring Islamic fac-
tions exchanged rocket fire in
the hard-hit southern and
eastern parts of the city.
Hospitals reported 60 wou-
nded and one dead, but the
actual toll was believed much
higher.

UN trucks with wheat flour
arrived in Kabul late Sunday,
the first UN food supplies to
reach the besieged capital
since a major battle erupted
January 1.

Aid groups planned to hand
out the food Monday. but when

word spread that the supplies
where at the Parwan Mosgue
compound, the place was im-
mediately mobbed. .

Hundreds of  people
climbed over a five-foot (one-
and-a-half-meter) wall and
tried to get to the bags of
wheat.

"It's chaos. There's nothing
we can do in a situation like
rthis," saild Mohammed Ayub.
who works for CARE Inter-
national, a US aid group.

Guards with automatic rifles
dispersed the crowd, though
many were furious at being
tumed back.

‘1. haven't eaten for two
days.’' said a woman who gave
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hristopher in Canberra: ussccr
arren Christopher arrived in Canberra on
Meonday for talks with Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating
and leading ministers, AFP reports from Canberra.

Christopher will meet with Keating Monday night before
the annual Australian-US ministerial talks here
Tuesday and Wednesday. Foreign Minister Gareth Evans and
Defence Minister Robert Ray will represent Australian at the

. AFP says

her name only as Sanya.

Ayub said the food would be
moved to a more secure site
and distributed Tuesday. He
said some food alreadly at other
locations around the city ‘might
be handed out Monday.

The fighting between Pre-
sident Burhanuddin Rabbani's
forces and Prime Minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's faction
has left much of the city in
ruins and created a worsening

food crisis.

There have been no reports
of starvation, but Monday's in-
cident illustrated how desper-
ate conditions have become.
Tens of thousands of people
are reliant on food handouts
which are almost exhausted,

aid say.

controls the outskirts of the
capital, says he will not permit
any more supplies to enter

His forces the UN
trucks for several days before
they were allowed to pass
Sunday. The renegade prime
minister said he relented this
time only because UN
Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali made a personal
plea in a letter.

Hekmatyar and his ally,
warlord Rashid Dostum, have
been unable to gain any ground

despite their ferocious assault

o1 Kabul, which has left about
1,000 dead and some 12.000

wounded.

.

R“%lan tmps at rI‘llZla: An agdvance
party of Russian troops arrived Sunday at Tuzla, in northeast
to prepare for the déployment of a
United Nations observer mission at the airport to oversee
pplies, the Itar-Tass news agency
from London.

by the BBC and quoting its corre-

. said Tuzla airport "May begin function-

Crew dies in US plane crash:

Alabama air national guard plnne crashed Sunday in a rural
section of Western Georgia, apparently leaving one crew
member dead, authorities and local media said, Reuter

The plane crashed just south of the city of Franklin, about
80 miles (128km) southwest of Atlanta, near the Alabama

A spokeswoman for the Heard Country Sheriffs office said
she could provide no other details.

Lankan troops kill 6 rebels:
Government troops overran a Tamil rebel base in noriher
Shri Lanka killing six guerillas, military officials said Monday.

One soldier was also killed in the attack, where troops re-
covered a T56 rifle, 3.751 rounds of ammunition and’29

grenades at Pirappankulam village in northern Vavuniya dis-

Arafat, Mubarak talk PLO's
dispute with Israel

CAIRO., Mar 7. Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat and Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak
met in Cairo on Sunday on the
PLO's dispute with Israel over
international protection for
Palestinians living wunder
lsraeli occupation. reports
Reuter.

Arafat arrived in the after
noon and first had 30 minutes
of talks with Greek Foreign
Minister Karolos Papoulias, the
current president of the
“‘European Union council of
ministers, who came specially
from Damascus for the meet

ing

Egyptian Foreign Minisier
Amr Moussa, who attended

both sets of talks, gave no sign
that a solution was close or
that PLO-lsraeli talks on
Palestinian self-rule could re-
SuIme SOor.

"Meetings will continue.” he
told reporters.

He said he knew nothing
about Israell reports that Fore-
ign Minister Shimon Peres

would see PLO Chairman Arafat
in Cairo today.

Arafat is demanding armed
international peacekeepers for
the West Bank and Gaza Strip
to protect Palestinians [rom
Jewish settliers like the one
who massacred about 40 peo-
ple in a Hebron mosque on
February 25. lsrael has re
jected the demand.

The row over the killings
has held up the PLO-Israeli
negotiations on details of the
agreement for limited Pales-
linian self-rule which they
signed last year

Moussa said: "We are talking
about disarming the settler
elements, outlawing certain
organisations and discussing
the gquestion of settements,
which lead to insecurity

“Security is nol a matter for
Israelis Lo care about alone
Arab security, Palestinians se-
curity should be equal to
israeli security.. from now on.
in all Lalks.”

However, H:hmltyu',.wim :

Bosnian President Alija 1zetbegovic answers journalists’
questions after meeting with UN Special Envoy Yasushi
Akashi at Presidential Palace in Sarajevﬂ March 6.
Izetbegﬂﬂc said he expected Tuzla airport ll'l the rmrth and
access roads to the Bosnian capital to open "very soon.”

- — AFP photo

International

SARAJEVO, Mar 7: Croat - talks,

and Muslim forces have begun
withdrawing their heavy guns
from front lines as part of
moves aimed at ending

- Bosnia's three-cornered civil

war, reports Reuter.

Under a ceasefire agree-
ment worked out last month,
military commanders of the
two sides set a Monday noon

(1300 GMT) deadline to pull |

out heavy weapons or place
them under UN control.

On several fronts, witnesses
sald the withdrawal began a
day - early. Military hardware
removed from lines that have
seen bitter fighting for the bet-
ter part of a year ranged from
two Muslim T-55 tanks to a
Croat Howitzer manufactured
in 1942,

The truce agreement,
which sharply reduced the

" level of fighting on most Croat-
‘Muslim fronts, was followed by

a US brokered deal to form a
federation of ethnically-based
cantons in Bosmia and then
join them to Croatia in a loose
confederation.

The Serbs, the most pow-
erful military force in the war,
were not invited to Washing-
ton or to US sponsored Croat-

Muslim talks which opened in

Vienna on to fill in the
details of the framework

agreement reached in
W

US President Bill Clinton's
special envoy to the federation

Chiﬂuuﬂedmnnlnd
over the weekened he hoped
the Serbs would soon join dis-
on an overall settle-

Redman is scheduled to
travel from Vienna to
+this week to draw the Serbs
into the process.

Muslims and Croats fought
together against Serbs when
the Bosnian war erupted in
April, 1992. But that alliance
broke apart early in 1993 and
the Bosnian conflict turned
into a three-cornered scram-
ble for Lerritory

The Ecrhu now hnld more
than 70 per cent of the coun-
try and would have io cede
territory under the federation

.ment.

- plans now under discussion.

Bosnian President Alija
Izetbegovic said he would send
a government delegation' to
Moscow soon to try to pet-
suade Russia, long sympathetic
to the Serb cause, to put pres-
sure on Bosnian Serbs.

Despite peace offensives on
several fronts after months of
diplomatic stagnation, prob-
lems on the ground have left
no doubt that the road to
peace will be long and arduous.

. AP adds: Sarajevo’s truce is
not welcomed by all residentsy
Thousands of the capital's de-
fenders with family in the city

are being deployed elsewhere,
resulting in a rash of tearful
good-byes.

|

US, UK, Norway back proposal to
deploy int'l troops in WB, Gaza

CAIRO, Mar 7: A top PLO of-
ficial said Sunday the United
States. Britain and Norway
support a proposal to deploy
international troops in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, re
ports AP.

Nabil Shaath, negotiator fnr
the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation who returned from a
visit to the three copntries
said they all agreed in prin-
ciple to “the necessity df
reining in the térroristic set-
tlement groups and the
Israeli army too.”

Shaath arrived in Cairo a
few hours after PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat, who consulted
with Egyptian officials on ways
to revive Ilsraeli-Palestinian
peace talks that were sus-
pended after the February 25
Hebron mosque massacre,

Both meh met late into the
night with Egypt's Foreign
Minister.,” Amr Moussa. Arafat
said afterward he would wiit
for the UN Security Courncil to
express itself on the situation
in the occupied territories be
fore making a commitment to
return to the peace Lalks.

"We insist on complete de-
nunciation of this terrible
crime. on international protec
tion for our people and
disarming the settlers.” Arafat
said. "Pulling out the settiers

from the Hebron area is
essential because the settle-
ments inside it are dangerous.”
Hebron has a largf: Arab ma-
jority.

Earlier, the Palestlnian
leader talked with President
Hosni Mubarak on Egypt's ef-
forts to defuse the current cri-
sis, Moussa sat in.

Moussa indicated security
for Palestinian residents was a
major topic.

"Israel is responsible for the
lands under its military occu-

US navy assigns
women to
combat ships

WASHINGTON, Mar 7: The
Navy today is beginning to as-
sign women to combat ships,
ordering 60 women sailors and
officers to duty aboard the air-
craft carrier _USS Dwight D
Eisenhower, the service said,

reports AP
The Navy said in a state-
ment Sunday some 500

women will be assigned to the
Eisenhower, the first such

permanert posting of women

aboard a combat sHip. Women
have been assigned to non

combat ships niwd have been to
temporary duty aboard combat
ships in 1he past.

pation according to interna-

_tional law,” he told reporters.

"Security is not an issue
important for the Israeli only,”
Moussa said. "From now on we
cannot discuss Israeli secyrity
without discussing Palestinian
security as well.” That has been
a major point of contention
since a Jewish settler sprayed
bullets inside a mosque in the
West Bank town of Hebron and
killed 39 men and boys as they
prayed.

At Cairo International Air-
port, Shaath said the PLO idea
of an international protection
lorce was received well in
London, Washington and Oslo.

British Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd, US Secretary of
State Warren Christopher and
Foreign Minister Bejorn Tore
Godal of Norway "agreed in
principle on the necessity of
reining in the terroristic set-
tlement groups and preventing
the Israelis from carrying
weapons in Palestinian cities
and villages.”

They also agreed that "other
measures” are necessary "to
rein in the violence of the
Israeli army too,” he said.

Shaath said Hurd an-
neunced "full agreement on ...
and participation in” and in-
ternational force to patrol the
territories.

P10 chairman Yasser Arafat (R) meets ﬂk Foreign Minister Carolos Papoulias (L) at

Cairo airport March 6 at the arrival of Arafat to Egypt. Papoulias ended a Middle East tour to
discuss the peace process in the region.

— AFP photo
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“Rafsanjani
calls for
Asian alliance

NICOSIA, Mar 7: Jran's
president, Hashemi Rafsanjani,
on Sunday called for Iran,
Pakistan, India and China to
pool resources and forge a
powerful alliance in Asia,
Tehran radio reported. says
AP.

“lran believes that Asian
countries, including China,
India, Iran and Pakistan can
pool their vast means and ma-
terial and human resources to
forge a powerful” alliance,
Rafsanjani said in a meeting in
Tehran with India's foreign
minister. Dinesh Singh.

Turkish troops
ready to leave
for Bosnia

ISTANBUL, Mar 7: Turkish
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller
said here yesterday that a
Turkish battalion was ready Lo
go to Bosnia-Herzegovina, re-
ports Xinhua.

There is no further deve:-
opment yet. Talks are continu-
ing. Our preparations are al-
ready completed, Ciller told
reporters here.

Dogu Silahcioglu., spokes-
man for the chief of general
staff. confirmed that the
Turkish army was ready to
send its troops to Bosnia.

Ukraine's N-missiles
await dismantling
in Moscow

MOSCOW, Mar 7: The first
batch of Ukrainian nuclear
missiles to be dismantled un-
der a US-backed treaty have
arrived in Russia in great se-
crecy. the agency Interfax re-
ported Sunday. quoting Ukrai-
nian military sources, reports
AFP. -

The trainload of 60 missiles
could be handled at special
factories in Sverdlovsk, Chelya-
binsk or Tomsk in Siberia,
according to another agency.
ITAR-Tass. The Defence
Ministry has mentioned the
Sverdiovsk region

Ukraine, wHich inherited
the world's third-biggest nu-
clear arsenal from the former
Soviet Union, reluctantly
agreed to hand all its missiles
in for destruction on January
14 iri a three-way treaty with
Washington and Moscow

The agreement requires the
timetable of missile shipments
to remain in complete secrecy,
according to a Russian sperial-

| ist quoted by I[TAR-Tass.
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in
at the Berlin

International Tuuriam Fair in Germany March 6, where
5,063 exhibitors frum 167 countries are currently

e:mumging potential travellers.

— AFP photo

Serial killer in jail gets
SIMﬁmpenpals

MIALWAUKEE, Wisconsin: Jeffrey Dahmer, who admitted
to killing and dismembering 17 men and boys, has received
more than 12,000 dollars’ from pen pals since being 'jailed,

reports AFP.

Prison records 5huw that the 33-yca:-uld has received
cash from letter writers across the United States, as well as

Britain, South Africa and France.

Theglﬂumcludcﬂﬁﬂdqﬂamfmamwhoﬂdﬂl
hoped to teach the convicted killer about Jesus and 50 dol-
lars from another woman who suggested Dahmer use the

funds for cigarettes and stamps.

A London woman weélighed in last year with a 5,920 dollar
donation for Dahmer, and a 70-year-old nun sent him 10 dol-
lars for reimbursement postage on a pair of art books he

mailed her.

"He did awful things but way deep down he isn't a mean

kid", she said.

Lesbian mother abuses daughter

LEXINGTON: Donna loves Shirley. That fact, the women
claim, is the source of accusations that they sexually abused a

2 1/2-year-old child, reports AP.

gh what | have gone through and con-
if I did not love her.”

who, aleng with Shirley Edwards,

T would not go throu
tinue to go through

Edwards' daughter

said Donna Madren,
is charged with abusing

€ women, ar-;*:uued of kissing the child's genitals, face

first-degree sex offence charges, which carry

a maximum

penalty of life of prison. They are also charged with hitting

the girl and biting

her on the leg.

A judge was scheduled to decide today if the case should
be sent to a grand jury or dismissed.

Madren, 34, and Edwards, 26. deny the charges. They
claim the accusations stem from an attempt by Edwards'

mother to gain custody of the girl.

Madren said the trouble began last fall when Edwards told
her mother, Elaine VaAnzant, that she is a lesbian.

Edwards' homosexuality is being used as a weapon 'tdpt
custody of the child. in my opinion.” said her lawyer, Jeffrey

Koenig. "It's pretty dirty tactics.”

Vanzant, however. said her daughter's sexual orientation is
irrelevant. She does not dislike gays or lesbians, she said.

Assad urges EU to give new

impetus to ME talks

DAMASCUS, Mar 7: Syrian
President Hafez Al-Assad
called on the European Union
on Sunday to give new impetus
to the Middle East peace pro-
cess, during talks here with
Greek Foreign Minister
Carolos Papoulias, reports AFP.

A Syrian presidential spo
kesman sald Assad told Papou-
lias, whose country currently
chairs the EU council of
ministers, "Syria supports the
peace process despite Israel's
lack ol seriousness.”

Assad called on the EU to
“play an active role in advanc-

ing the peace process.”

The spokesman said Assad .

stressed he was “virtually gon-
vinced that Israel is not seri-
ous” about seeking peace.
Talks between Syria and
Israel have been deadlocked
over conditions for an Israeli
withdrawal from the Golan
heights. Seized by Israel in the
1967 Middle East war.
Papoulias arrtved in Damas-

mMmtI’u last leg of

-Shara.

§

a regional tour aimed at
reviving the Middle East peace
talks. suspended since the
February 25 Hebron mosque
massacre when a Jewish set-
tler gunned down dozens of
Muslim worshippers.

He gave Assad a
from Greek Prime Minister
Andreas Papandreou "on the
peace process and Syrian-
Greek relations,” the
man said, without further
explanation.

On Saturday, Papoulias dis-
cussed the aftermath of the
Hebron massacre with Syrian
Foreign Minister Faruq Al-
and cooperation be-
tween Syria and the EU.

The Greek minigter, ac-
companied by European com-
missioner for external rela-
tions Hans van Den Broek, ear-
lier visited Tunisia. Jordan,
lsrael and Egypt.

Papoluias left Damascus for
Cairo Sunday to hold talks with
PLO Chairman Yasser Aralat,
the Greek embassy said here,

Militants ambush
train in Egypt:
11 injured

ASSIUT, Egypt. Mar 7
Gunmen thought to be Muslim
ambushed three

might trains in southern Egypt
this morning, wounding 11

lwunpu-m:er- repests:

T"h-!: militant Gama's ' Al-

JERUSALFM. Mar 7 Prine
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's gov-
ermunent sought to revive the
stalled Middle East peace talks
Sunday but hesitated on a de-
cision to uproot militant Jews
from a settlement in the West
Bank town of Hebron. reports
AP.

A growing number of
Cabinet ministers have come
out in favour of removing 400
militant settlers living ameong
B0.000 Arabs in the heart of
Hebron. In Sunday's Cabinet
meeting, at least half the 14
ministers advocated removing
the settlers. said Tourism
Minister Uzi Baram

But Rabin refused to allow a
vote om the issue and deferred
further discussion until next
week. Baram sald Rabin op-

| poses dismantling any of the

144 settlements in the occuw
piled territories where some
120,000 Jews live alongside
1 8 million Palestinians

T would look like were
really accepting the opinion of
the PLO." said Agriculture
Minisier Yaakov Tzur

Since the massacre of 30
men and boys in a mosgue 1n
the West Bank town of Hebron
on February 25. the PL(O) has
said it will not return to the
talks until Israel removes radi
cal Jewish settlements in Arab
lowns and permits an interna
tional peacekeeping force in
the territories

The Cabinet voted to order
the atiorney general (o «harge
anyone who praises Lhe
mosgue massacre with incite
ment. punishable with several

years in prison.

The Iulltr in the mosque
massacre was a Jewish setler,
Israel TV showed settlers re-
joicing and dancing when they
heard about the massacre.
Palestinians and moderate
Israelis alike were incensed.

The government has already
soughi to curb militant set-
tiers, ordering the arrest of six
leaders and the disarming of
I8  others. But there have
been widespread calls for
tougher action.

There was no immediate
response to the lsraeld moves
from Lthe PLO_

Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres is Lrying (o arrange a
meeting with PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat through Egyptian
intermediaries in an eflort 1o
revive direct contacis with the

PEI"I.'.'I -pﬂkciwumn Ba
hira Budugo said the meeting,
this week, would deal
with the Palestinians' demands
— except for their demands
about the settlers. Arafat
arrived in Cairo. Egypt. on
Sunday for consultations with
President Hosni Mubarak about
reviving the peace talks.

Later. after meeting into

the night with Egypt’'s Foreign
Minister, Amr Moussa, Arafat

said he was waiting to commit

‘himself on talking peace again

until the UN Security -Council

itself on the situa-
ton in the occupied territo-
ries.

“We insist on complete de-
nunciation of this terrible
crime, on international protec-

tion for our pﬂ:ple and
disarming the settlers.,” Arafat
sakd.

The  Security Council has
not issued a resolution largely

because of a dispute between
the PLO and Israel about the

wording.

In Hebron. settiers’ leaders
threaiened to resist any at-
tempt to upreot the colony.

“We won't act with vie-
lence, but we’ll fill the pris-
ons,” Meir Indoor, head of
Vietims Against Terror, was

quoted as saying by lsraels
itim news agency. He was re-

ferring to a planned civil dis-

obedience :
Former ¢ Rabbi Shlomo
Goren said he gave a religious

ruling that ending the Jewish
presence in Hebron “requires
us to resist it to the death. all

'Rabin puts off cabinet vote on uprooting militant Jews

of us. every Jew.” But he for-
bade settlers to fire on sol-
diers

Officials said the housing
ministry will provide rent
subsidies for 30 families from
two West Bank settlements.
Kiryat Arba and Ariel, who
sought help 1o move back in-
side lsrael.

Amid the heated debate,
Rabin faced a threatened walk-
out by his left-wing coalition
partner, the Meretz Party.
which ha four ministers in the

Cabineg.

The Meretz ministers
warned they would resign il
Rabin started negotiating with
the right-wing Tsomet party to
join the governing coalition.
Tsomet seeks to limit the

peace talks.

Smge*tr Sinatra

collapses during
concert

RICHMOND, Mar 7: Frank
Sinatra collapsed on stage
Sunday night during a concert.
His condition was not immedi-

ately known, reports AP*

‘He had one or twb songs
lefl to go when he passed out,”
sald Judy Hunsaker, a spokes-
man for the Richmond Moague
auditorium where the concert
was held.

Robert Papke, director of
facility services at the Mosgue,
said the 7B8-year-old enter-
tainer passed out about 9:40
pm. "He was alert when he
left.” Papke said.

Audience member Frank
Trexier said Sinatra stopped
during his rendition of "My

J Way" and asked for a chair.



