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Dhaka condemns Hebron
massacre at UN council

Bangladesh Permanent Rep
resentative (PR) to the United
Nations Reaz Rahman strongly
condemned the Hebron mass-
acre in the occupied Arab
territories in the UN Security
Council meeting on Wedn-
esday, according to a message
received here yesterday.
reporis BSS.

Rahman said "Bangladesh is
party to and fully endorses the
statements of OIC and NAM
member countries respectively
that has urged, interalia, the
immediate convening of the
council meeting. We believe
that its focus must be directed
to two crucial elements — to
fix responsibility and to take
purposeful remedial mea-
sures.”

While condemning the
heinous incident, he said, "We
express our deepest sympathy

' to the bereaved families of the
innocent victims of this

He said whether this was an
insane act of a lone religious
fanatic or done in conspiracy
and collusion with his co-set-
tlers or others is not the ques-
tion at issue. The responsibility
for protecting the Palestinian
population and for anticipating
and preventing such acts lies
squarely upon the occupying
power under the Fourth
Geneva Convention which ex-
tends (o all occupied Pales-
tinian territories and of which
Al-Quds Al-Sharif, holy Jerusa-
lem, is an integral part
thereof, he said.

He further said in the
volatile situation prevailing in
the occupied territories and in
the face of repeated outcries

that such protection was ab-*

serit and needed to be sup-
plemented by an international

JS stalemate
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once again.

The Opposition leadcru told
the treasury bench delegation
that they would communicate
their decision later.

Oppeosition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim, while
briefing newsmen after the

meeting, said the government

malmnntmptahlc to

Reit:rntlng their demand
for the Information Minister's
‘'unqualified apology', Nasim,
however, said they would meet
again this morming to discuss

Meanwhile, the Opposition

leaders have decided not to at-

tend today's meeting of the JS
business advisory committee.
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
chairman of the committee,
convened the meeting to de-
cide the duration of the cur-

rent session of Parliament.
According to an under

standing reached earlier, the
session is scheduled to be pro-
rogued on the 7th of this
month. Opposition leaders say
it is useless to attend the advi-
sory committee meeting espe-
cially when they were boy-

During the parleys yester-
day, Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Miah, Labour, and
Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and acting
Chief Whip Mahbubul -Alam
Tara re the treasury
bench. The Opposition was
representied by their Deputy
Leader Abdus Samad Azad,
Tofael Ahmed, Mohammad
Nasim and Sajeda Chowdhury
of the Awami League, Moudud
Ahmed of the Jatiya Party,
Sheikh Anser Ali of the Jamaat

and Rashed Khan Menon of the

Workers' Party.

~ Minister's Secretariat,

presence. The horror in Al
Khalil represents yet another
major lapse.

Ambassador Rahman said
encroachment of militant set-
tlers. indiscriminate arming of
these settlers without any
check and encouragement of
their increased presence was
an invitation to inevitable vio-
lence. He said remedial mea-
sures instituted by the gov-
ernment. of Israel following
this act appear merely to pa-
per the cracks. The policy of
repression against the
Palestinians continues un-
abated as evidenced by subse-
quent deaths and numerous
injured. The issue is tangible
protection and the prevention

of any recurrence of such
atrocities. Any solution, must
address the real issues and not
merely return to the status-
quo ante,

Canadian official
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Dhaka is expected to
propose withdrawal of quota
system in garment export and
increase in investment in
Bangladesh in view of its open
market policy.

The visit will also provide
the two countries with an
opportunity to review the
bilateral trade.

Bangladesh exported com-
modities worth 44.38 million
US dollars to Canada against
the imports totalling 12.62
million US dollars in 1992-93.

Bangladesh mainly exports
readymade garments, jute and
jute goods, hapdicraft, rayon
yarn and frozen fish and
imports wheat, machinery.
industrial commeodities and
chemicals from Canada.

Canada, the third largest
donor for Bangladesh, has
provided assistance totalling
Tk 200 crore in agriculture,
rural development, water res-
ources, energy, transportation
and population control sectors
since independence.

Ershad
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members. he was not being al-
lowed to attend the House. As
a result, the petitioner and
others who voted Ershad to
Parliament remained unrepre-
sented in the administration
through elected representa-
tive.

The notice quoted Article
11, 19 and 44 of the
Constitution relating to ﬁunran
tee to fundamental human
rights and effective participa-
tion through elected r:-pr:sg:l
tative in administration, at all
levels.

Under the circumstances,
the petitioner demanded jus-
tice either by allowing Ershad
to represent him and the

people of Rangpur-1 in Parlia-
ment or cancelling his mem-

bership allowing the electorate .

of Gangachara and Rangpur
sadar thanas to elect their new

representative to Parliament.
The lawyer, on behalf of the
petitioner, gave the authorities
7 days to meet the demand.
Otherwise, a writ petition will
be filed in the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court
on expiry of the deadline.
Besides the Speaker, copies

- of the notice were served on

to the Prime
the
Secretary to the Law Ministry
and the Secretary to the Home
Ministry.

- When contacted, advocate
Helal Uddin Ahmed told UNB
that the notice was mailed
yesterday.

the Secretary

Mayor-elect Hanif speaks

" From Page 1 Col*S
Asked if he expected to get
the tion and sup
the ruling party for the devel-
opment activities as
' candidate,
. “1 definitely hope I
. Ft the necessary support.
If the government helps,

. It will also allow
them to pick some bonus out

of our good work. On the other
hand if it does not. this will au-

be exposed to the

tomatically

public, ‘who will not take it

I will personally seek fi-
nancial ‘support from the

donor agencies if 1 face prob-
lems of funds from the gov-
ernment,” he said.

Giving his own ﬂlluntinn of
the election outcome, Hanif

port of

an
Hanif " he takes office he would take

the

felt the corporation elections
may not have fully reflected
the political sentiments of the
people since they were local
body elections but said, defi-
‘nitely the results will influence
the next elections.

Hanif said he would not in-

_crease holding taxes or any
corporation fees for the next
five years. He, however, said
that taxes will be increased. He
also assured that if there were
any cases of higher tax assess-
ment in the past the taxpayers
could expect a downward
readjustment.

Responding to a question as
to how he hoped to carry out
development work without in-

; Erﬂl:jlng:.l;u Hanif said he
would cut down all un c-
tive expenditures. o

The mayor-elect felt that
the capital city badly required

more civic facilities like public
toilets, more educational insti-
tutions, parks, places for
recreation and community
centres. He assured that once

up programmes for extending
the facilities as far as funds
permitted.

What about implementing
the AL's party programmes as
mayor?

Hanif assured that he would
not be a prisoner of the party
so far the Corporation
is concerned. However he said
when nattonal programmes are
taken, by the Awami League it
would be his duty as the city
chief of his part 10 see that
those are i

Asked if the number of har-
tals would be reduced since
this would reflect upon his
leadership, the soft-spoken
Hanif replied wryly, "Hartal is
sometimes a beneficial politi-
cal weapon of protest and
sometimes it is also a bane.”

He, however, added, *I
hope one does not have to re-
sort to hartals”™ He also
pointed out that his party had
called a hartal, which was lim-
ited to Lalbagh only, and not
the entire city in protest
against the post-polls carnage.

Asked about the secret of
his success, he responded
with humility: “It is the will of
the Almighty and the wishes of
the people.”

Asked again what was the
most formidable challenge be-
fore him, Hanif smilingly
replied: "To be able to retain
and consolidate the victory.”

Text of the interview will be
published tomorrow.

_ tion” of aided

.ing demanded

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia nmlin.g fe Hwi;dn f p-olie rgehﬁt Hasanul Fard

i Che Daily Star

who was killed at the JN College in the city at the latter's Shahjahanpur residence

yvesterday.

.Khaleda
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Begum Zia also went to the

Shahjahanpur residence ofy

sergeant Farhad immediately
after iftar and consoled his
ailing wife, five-year old son
and other members of the be-
reaved family.

Begum Zia stayed there for
sometime and said she would
extend them all-out assistance.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostfizur Rahman, State
Minister for Social Welfare
Fazlur Rahman, Jubo Dal pres-
ident and former mavor of
Dhaka Mirza Abbas MP, Home
Secretary and Inspector
General of Police were pre-
sent.

Dental College

closed
By DMCH Correspondent

A pre-dawn attack on the
Awami League backed Chhatra
League activists at the Dhaka
Dental College dormitory left
five students injured and three
rooms ransacked yesterday.

The college authorities have
asked the residential students
to vacate tht dormitory within
24 hours. The Academic
Council meeting yesterday
morning also decided to close
down the college until March
27, apprehending fresh vio-
lence.

Prokrichi :
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Central Action Council
capital yesterday.

The council will also hold a
rally at the Central Shaheed
Minar on April 5 and bring out
a procession.

Chaired by its convenor Dr
M A Majed, the council meet-
) immediate
withdrawal of the members of
the BSC (Administration)
cadre occupying the positions
from Assistant Secretary to
Secretary in different min-
istries. v

They urged the government

in the

| to fill those posts by the offi-

cials of the cadre services con-
cerned.

The meeting also rejected
the committee formed by the
government to review the de-
mands of the professionals.

"Reviewing the decisions o
the cabinet, which have been
approved by the Prime
Minister, by a committee of
Secretaries is a violation of the
normal procedure,” said a

statement released by the
P'mkrichi

— PID photo

Strike

Chakmas settling down in

familiar environment

Chakma retumees from the
Indian camps are gradually set-
tling down in the familiar envi-

ronment of their villages in

Bangladesh, reports BSS.
Officials said 379 families,

having 1845 people in all, who
came back on four days,
February 15, 17, 21 and 22,
are getting rehabilitated fully
or partially.

They said that with the help
from the government as well
as neighbouring India. the re-
turnees were quickly getting
back to the life they had been
used to.

Of those who already have
gone back to their villages,
173 families are back in
Dighinala, 120 in Panchhari,
34 in Matiranga, 27 at Khag-
rachhari, 14 at Manikchhari,
seven at Ramgarh and two
families at Mahalchhari.

With the assistance pro-
vided by the government in
cash and kind and the zeal of
the returnees, some have al-
ready rebuilt their houses
while many more moving posi-
tively ahead.

The Chakmas crossed the

Thais: DEPZ
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Zone which was now at the
planning stage.

Vannasin also informed the
Prime Minister that Thai in-
vestors had also shown keen
interest to set up joint venture
modern hospitals in Bang-
ladesh to help improve the
medicare facilities.

The Thai envoy thanked the
government for exteriding ex-
tensive cooperation to him
during his two and a half years
stay in Dhaka,

Begum Zia thanked the Thai
ambassador for playing his
role in improving the bilateral
relations. and laid stress on
strengthening further the
trade, economic and diplo-
matic ties. between the two
friendly countries.

The “ Prime Minister also

appreciated the Thai envoy's .

role in encouraging the Thai
investors to invest in Bang-
ladesh and hoped that the flow
of Thal private investment into
the country wnuld be manifold
in the days ahead.

Begum Zia also cﬂnve}rﬁd
through the ambassador her

felicitation to the Thai King

and the Prime Minister.

border in 1986 and since then
had been living like refugees in
the Indian camps.

The repatriation is follow-
ing the decision of the prime
ministers of Bangladesh and
India, taken during Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's visit to
India in May 1992,

The actual repatriation was
worked out through negotia-
tions that followed and was led
from the Bangladesh side by
the Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed. Members of
Parliament from the govern-
ment as well as the oppositioh
also took part in the repatria-
tion process.

The returnees are reported
to be in a mood of jubilation
and happiness finding on their
return that warmth and wel-
come were all that awaited
them.

Neighbours are stretching
their helping hand with a
smile because they found the
government ready with all
practical assistance needed by
the families to get rehabili-
tated as smoothly and quickly
as possible,

A number of the returnees
have also got back their jobs,
said an official.

Sobhan Chowdhury
dead

By Staff Correspondent

Renowned educationist and
former Deputy High Comm-
issioner to Calcutta Abdus
Sobhan Khan Chowdhury died
in Dhaka yesterday due to old
age complications. He was BO.

The Late Chowdhury held
many important positions in
the education department and
was also the first principal of
the Chittagong Commerce

College, and Chairman of the

Text Book Board.

After independence, he was
appointed a member of the
Public Service Commission and
in 1972 was appointed the
first Deputy High Commissi-
oner in India.

The Late Chowdhury is sur-
vived by his wife and three
daughters. His €ldest son-in-
law is Prof Igbal Mahmood, a
former minister.

He was buried at th
Azimpur graveyard. His qu
khwani will be held on Monday
after Asr prayers at his resi-
dence at 449, Greenway,
Maghbazar.

| Chief White House

lawyer resigns

WASHINGTON,. Mar 5: Ber-
nard Nussbaum. the chief
White House lawyer, quit to-
day, reports AFP.

His resignation follows re-

cert revelations he received a |

private briefing from officials

investigating a falled Arkansas
bank with links te the
Clintons.

President Bill Clinton. con-
cerned that such meeting

could give the appearance of a
conflict of interest. made it
clear earlier this week that he
was upset the briefing had
taken place.

Concern at fresh
agitation by
jute workers

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association (BJSA) in a state-
ment yesterday expressed
concern over fresh agitations

by the jute mills' workers.
The Patkal Sramik Karmac-

" hari Sangram Parishad yester-

day began a two-day demon-
strations at the country's priv-
ate sector jute mills deman-
ding Implementation of the
government-announced wage
award. _

The BJSA statement ob-
served that the workers' agita-
tion would disrupt production
and destabilise the jute mills.

It reminded the agitating
workers that the government.
announced wages were appli
cable anly to the public sector
jute mills.

Commuissioners
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all the 90 wards.

The city corporation polls
in Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi
and Khulna were held simulta-
neously on January 30 last.
Repolling in the centres

where the election or results °

were cancelled on grounds of
violence and irregularities was
completed last Thursday.

The publication of the DCC
results in the official gazette is

expected within a couple of

days. .

The mayor and the com-
missioners of the DCC are
likely to take their oaths on
March 10 if the gazette is pub-
lished by that time. -

The government has already
fixed March 10 for oath' taking

- of the- mayors and commis-

sioners-elect of Chittagong,
Khulna and Rajshahi.

Press Note
From Page 1 Col 5

arms and a huge quantity. of
ammunition from the spot.

The government with deep
regret said that while attempt-
ing to bring the situation un-
der control, police sergeant
Mohammad Hashanul Farhad
received serious injuries on his
chest when buliets from
firearms of the clashing mis-
creants hit him. He was im-
mediately rushed to the hospi-
tal. The doctors on duty in op-
eration theatre declared him
dead. .

The government expressed
deep sorrow at the death of
sergeant Farhad and conveyed
heartfelt sympathy to the
members of the bereaved fam-
ly. .

The. government expressed
that the conscious section of
the public would come fgrward
along with the members of the
law enforcing agencies to re-
sist such malicious incident so

that repetition of such inci-

dent could not be occurred in
future.
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Pakistan denies Delhi's charges
ISLAMABAD. Mar 5: Pakistan today denjed as baseless and
indian claim that four Pakistanis were among a group of six

Muslims arrested in India for planning attacks on targets in

New Delhi. "It is a

patent attempt to create hysteria before

the vote on the draft resolution on the human rights viola-

tions in the Indian-heid Kashmir, prmﬂyumm
tion of the Human Rights Commission in Geneva." the foreign
office said in a statement, reports AFP.

Americans warned not to travel
~ to East Jerusalem

WASHINGTON, Mar 5 The State Department warned
Americans not to travel to East Jerusdiem. the West Bank and

the Gaza Strip because of continu

ing violence following the

chmn massacre. But the State Department Travel Advisory
said that US citizens can still go to the US consulate general
facility in East Jerusalem to obtain consular services. reports

AFP.

13,600 watches
seized in Sylhet

From Our Curre:pondeilt

SYLHET. Mar S: Thirteen
thousand and six hundred
pieces of electronic watches
worth about Taka three and a
half lakh were seized from the

air freight of Customs
and Excise Department,
Sylhet. yesterday.

Acting an a tip off, a team of
the customs department from
Dhaka launched the operation,
according to an official source.

These watches were seized
from the luggage of two incom-
ing passengers from Hong
Kong,

They are Abdul Huq of Patia
under Tahirpur thana of Suna-
mganj district and Riazuddin

ol Golapgan] thana in Sﬂflhtt.

district

Price of rice
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listed above, he said.

The Food Minister sald the
government has adequate food
stock and it is determined to
continue the OMS operation to
make sure that no one suffers

from paucity of food anywhere

in the country, specially during
the month of Ramadan.

Referring to the govern-
ment food reserve, the minis-
ter said that it had at present
7.74,000 metric tons of food-
grain in godowns.

Durifig the current month,
over 81,000 tons of wheat will
arrive from abroad while in the
months of April, May and June,
over 1.75,000 tons, 1,57,000,
tons and 54 000 tons respec-
tively are scheduled io arrive
in the country. In other words,
Bangladesh will be receiving a
total of 4,64,126 tons of wheat
from outside.

With these arrivals, Bangla-
desh will have 12.38.126 tons
of foodgrain in stock.

Bangladesh government
has, therefore, adequate food
reserve to meet any crisis,

Shawkat noted’ with cnnfi-'

dence.

Sergeant killed

From Page 1 Col 4

A large number of students
who had come to submit their
application forms for admis-
sion into the first year honours
courses also started
for safety along with their
guardians. :

One of them told The
Star that some of the students
were even used as "“human
shields’ by the belligerent stu-
dents during the gunbattie. A
JCDMHM“
shots from behind a student by
resting the barrel of his rifle
on his shoulder, he said.

Police, after getting rein-
forcements., lobbed several
umllhﬂhlnmm
two warring factions.

At one stage Sergeant
Farhad was shot ‘In his chest.
He succumbed to his injuries
on way to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). His
body was later taken to the
Rajarbagh Police Lines after au-
topsy at the DMCH.

After the gunbattle, police
raided the J
and the Kabi Nazrul
campuses at about 1 pm and
made arrests.

Farhad, who hailed from
Bidirpur village of Godagari of
Rajshahi district, was
at the Tejgaon Police

Complex.
. He left behind his wife, who is

cl:pecun; and a nine-year-bid

A large contingent of police
was later deployed on the
Jagannath College campus.

Phone scheme
From Page 1 Col 4 =
new cables for the expansion
of 60000 lines to be com-
pleted in another one year.
"But the clients will not

keep their patience that long.”

- a high official feared, “They are

already becoming frustrated
with their advice notes and

demand notes. Our linesmen
the clients. Unless the gov-
ernment immediately solves
the problem, the city's tele-
phone system will face a total
breakdown.”

From Page 1 Col 7
Swandip and Feni districts.

The draft country economic
memorandum (CEM), to be
presented at the Paris Aid
Group meeting on April 19 and
20, came up for discussions
during her meetings with gov-
ernment officials.

"Broad overall economic
policy objectives," she added,
were also discussed at the
meetings with officials of the

 Planning, Finance and other

line ministries.

Terming the gmrcrnmcnts
achievements in bringing about
macro- economic stability as
‘remarkable,' she observed,
"The government is to be con-
gratulated for what has been
done ‘so far." despite a lot of
anti- reform sentiments being
present in the country

Responding to a question,

Hamilton said that the Bank
would recommend as much
money as Bangladesh needs at
the Aid Group meeting.

“All the money that is
needed is available, but we are
worried about the impleménta-
ects.

'Held at the orld Bank
Resident Mission, the press
briefing was also attended by
the Bank's Resident Mission
Chief Christopher R
Willoughby, Shekhar Shah, a
Bank economist and principal
author of the CEM, Pradip
Mitra,- chief economist for
South Asia, and officials of the
Resident Mission Owaise
Sadaat and Hafiz Ghanem,

Hamilton noted that imme-

_activate

" sures when

diate priority should be given

- on two fronts: improvemeént of

public sector project imple-
mentation; and taking steps to
get the private sector moving.

Emphasising the need for
implementing public sector
projects more 'effectively and
efficiently'. she said: "It is re-
ally important to move faster
with the implementation of
public sector projects in order
to create employment oppor-
tunities in the country.”

To get the private sector
.- she suggested fur-
ther trade liberalisation, de-
regulation, making credit

available by bringing the finan- .

cial sector into shape and
bringing about labour disei-
pline.

“The government should
play a facilitatory role instead
of an obstructive role” vis-a-vis
the private sector. “The gov-
ernment somehow has to find
ways to make the private sec-
tor respond.”

Consistency and credibility

' H’ﬂnv:mmcnt policies is im-

portant te boost the confi-
dence of the private sector,
explained Shekhar Shah.

“The private  sectior fails to
respond to. the reform mea-
it doesn’'t get
those kind of rchcmnc' from
the government.

Faster trade liberalisation,
he said, would provide the pri-
vate sector with the right sig-
nals and would also express
the government's commitment
towards the réform policies.

Further reforming the fi-

'nancial sector, he added,
would also mean a lower effec-
tive lending rate for private in-
vestment - credit from the

‘banks.

Asked if the economic pol-
icy initiatives should be dis-
cussed in Parliament to arrive
at a consensus, Hamilton poin-
ted out that there is ‘much
greater’ openness on the part
of the government and that it
does not have much choice
than to discuss the reform
measures in Parliament.

Saying that it is like walking
a thin line, she, however, cau-
tioned against any ‘politically
motivated paralysis’ slowing
down the reform process.
"The more participation or
debate on policy decisions the
better ... but if it means going
slow or letting the anti-reform
people set the pace of reforms
then | am against it.”

Willoughby also agreed that
the steadily widening discus-
sion on economic policies is
‘'very desirable’ for bullding a
consensus, but reminded: A
government also has to govern
and it has to move on".

World Bank Director Ms
Hamilton further added that
the right balance has to be
struck between participation
and paralysis because the pre-
vailing opportunity is too im-
portant and Bangladesh must
grab it now, it cannot wait.

“It is not the correct role of
Parliament to debate every
single issue,” she said “We
cannot second guess the gov-
ernment; it has to get on with

WB for speeding up reforms

the job in hand.”

Replying to a question, she
said the government's privati-
sation drive was “disappoin-
tingly slow. We would like to
see it go faster and ‘I have
reasons to believe that it will
pick up soon.”

A successful privatisation
drive would signal that the
massive losses sustained in the
public sector would be better |
used elsewhere and it would
make more room for the pri-
vate sector.

Shekhar Shah, when asked,
noted that the "Real problem
of the financial sector is
structural.” He added’ that
although the financial loan
courts have been set up to re-

cover the bad debts, because of

the question of jurisdiction it
takes a long time to imple-
ment a verdict.

Replying to a question,
Willoughby refused to efther
confirm or deny that the World
Bank had asked the govern-
ment not to publish the names
of the defaulters, as urged ear-
lier, e

Responding to another
query. Owaise Sadaat said that
‘visible and tangible' improve-
ments had been made in
strengthening the Bangladesh
Bank '

However, he added that the
training, monitoring and su-
pervisory role of the central
bank needs to be further
strengthened while the capital
adequacy of the commercial
banks has to be streamlined
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