By A. S. M. Nurunnabi

The end of the holy month opinign that most of these are

of Ramadan is drawing near to
usher in Eid. the festival of
cheer and merrymaking. After
the observance of self-disci-
and restraint during the
menth of Ramadan, the Eid
festivities acquire a special
ance with an undertone
of sobriety. The high spirits
affecting us all at this time
make us forget. however tem-
porarily it may be, some of our
in life and whatever
be our station in life, we set
about, with unusual zest and
gusto, making preparations for
observance of the festival
within our available means.

In the down to earth view of
things, the problems of Eid
‘celebration that we commonly
face relate mainly to shopping.
visiting ones near and dear
ones lving in village homes
and preparation of various tasty
dishes for family and friends.

The major part of the
preparations consists in shop-
m the various new things

. For most people, Eid
shopping proves to be a
painstaking job. As Eid day
draws near, the buying gets
momentum in crowded roads
and shops.

For Eid shopping there are
different locales for -different
classes of people: Affluent, less
affluent and the vast majority
of people with limited means.
For the affluent, shopping pre-
sents very few problems, for
they care very little about bar-
gaining. They have select

shopping centres and plazas

where the buyers just pick up
the things of their choice and
y up. Price matters little
;e: if there is any bargaining
here, it is on a marginal scale.
The real problem is faced
by other classes of people. In
the initial part of Ramadan, a

general rise in price of many

things is noticeable. As Eid

draws near, there is a further

. This seems to

spurt in price

be in contrast with situation in
many countries where at times
of festivals, reduction sales are
a normal feature. But we find
no such trend here. Of course
during this season, reduction
sale banners bedeck the exte-
riors of many shops dealing in

dresses, shoes and other con-

sumer articles. In most cases,
these banners can be mislead-
ing. Some observers are of the

7 out of 9 Goalpara
power units idle

just eyewash to attract cus-
tomers.

But a distressing thing is
seen in the wide variance in
prices of the same article In
the same area from cne shop
to another. The shopkeepers,
of course. have their ready ex
planation for this, but that
does not appear convincing,
The wise thing in such situa
tions. according to some expe
rienced shoppers. is to verify a
price, as far as possible, from a
couple of shops before making
a purchase. But it is nol easy to
tollow this dictum in the heavy
rush of shoppers during this
season. In many cases, shop-
pers. in general financially

hened by Eid bonus. do
not feel like taking extra trou
ble involved in verification of

prices.
Many economy-minded
people will take resort to

shopping on footpaths in the
city. Roadside shops prolifer
ate during this season to such
an extent that there are few
things which are not available
at these places. But to buy any-
thing here, you should have
the ability for deft bargaining,
This is no place for chicken-
hearted shoppers. The price
initially asked at such places
may be high but the expert
player knows where to begin
in the bargaining game. All this

"is admittedly exacting and

time-consuming. But in our
eastern outlook of life, the ex-
ercise of bargaining has its at-
tractions.

Another important aspect of
the joyous occasion is the
frantic bids of a good number
of city population to leave the
city to join their near and dear
ones in their village homes,
The exodus, filled with senti-
mental feelings. will reach the
height of its momentum when
public and private offices close
for the Eid holidays. The sight
of the mass movement by rail-
ways. buses, steamers and
launches is staggering in the
extreme. The respective agen-
cies run some -additional ser-
vices to meet the extra de-

~mangds, but the travelling pub-
lic, by and large, expect that,
considering the enormity of
the traffic rush, the concerned
authorities will try their ut-
most to make further addi-

tional arrangements.

From Munir U Ahmed

KHULNA, Mar 4: Shortage
of funds, Inefficiency of the
ministry concerned and lack of
skilled manpower have pla-
gued the age-old generating
units of the Goalpara Power
Station in Khalishpur.

According to sources in the
Power Developmeént Board only
two out of nine units are pro-
ducing power, that too in re-
duced quantity. The other
units remained idle because of
shortage of funds and lack of
technical manpower, '

Installed in 1973, the
Czech aided 60 MW power
plant was shut down in
September 1990. The PDB and
the ministry could not procure
funds timely to overhaul the
plant. Earlier, the plant re-
. mained closed for nine months

Lin 1977 and again . for 14

' ths in 1981 for overhaul-
4 According to -local engi-
neers, about 30 million dollar
was needed for rehabilitation
work of the plant but the au-
thorities failed to

procure the money in time.

Meanwhile, the rehabilita-
tion cost has gone upto 600

million dollars as the condi-
tion of the plant has been fast
deteriorating.

After receiving a report
from local and foreign experts

. in 1991, the government re-

portedly approached the World
Bank and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank to allocate funds for
the rehabilitation of the 60
MW power plant. But the
donors did ‘not send any
positive respanse till date.

A source at the ministry,
on condition of anonymity told
this correspondent, that there
should be an inquiry as to why
no timely action was taken to
procure funds for rehabilita-
tion work of the plant:

He said it was not wise to
spend 600 to 700 million dol-
lars now for rehabilitation of an
age-old power plant. :

Instead of spending such a
huge amount for repair work,

" the money should be utilised

to set up a new power plant,
he observed.

The plant could be made
operational only at a cost of 30
million dellars if repair work

was done on time, the source
added.

‘Mabhathero's mortal
remains taken

to his village

CHITTAGONG, Mar 4: The

mortal of late Maha
anganaya Visuddananda

Mahathero was taken today to
his native village at Gozra of
Raojan thana, reports BSS.

Earlier a silence procession
cafrying the mortal remains of
late Buddhist religious leader
was brought out from Katalgani
Nabapandit Vihar and it passed
through some important city
roads.

Newly elected city mayor
Alhaj A B M Mahiuddin Chow-
dhury, local MP Mohammad
Yusuf led the procession.
Countless devotees including
Buddhist monk chanting the
sacred +wverses from the
Tripitaka participated.

His body was also kept for
some time at Enayvetbazar

- Leak at Russian
N-plant

MOSCOW, Mar 4: Author-
ities shut down one of the ' four
reactors at the northern Kola
nuclear power station to fix a
leak in the coolant system, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said
Friday. No radiation was
reported released, reporis AP,

12 killed in India

NEW DELHI, Mar 4: A clash
between two families killed at
least 12 people, including sev-
eral children, in a remote vil-
lage in northern India. news
reports and police said Friday.
The-two families have long
been feuding with one another,
but it was not clear what moti-
vated themm Thursday night or
what they were armed with,
said Wasim Ahmed, a local po-
lice officer, reports AP.

Buddhist temple,
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Eid Jubilation in City f

In this connection, it is im-
portant to keep in view the se-
curity aspect of the heavy
movement of passengers

'

‘through various modes of

transport. In the past it was

seen Lthat the carrying of heavy
extra loads of passengers and

goods without cartng for nor-
mal safety measures had re-
sulted in tragic accidents with
high casualties. Even in normal
times, journeys by road are,
subject to frequent accidents.
It. therefore, calls for extra
precaution on the part of the
concerned agencies in the op-
eration of their services.

The most galling thing to
which intending passengers by
different modes of transport
are subjected at this time of
inordinates rush every year is
the large-scale black market
racket by organised groups
charging higher prices on
tickets earlier collected by
them through covert means.
The intending passengers will
be greatly relleved if the law-
enforcing agencies are more
alert and vigilant in coopera-
tion with the booking staff to
ensure that the black market
operators are not given a free
hand in their busimess. Any
corruption at the ticket coun-
ters should be checked and a
suitable modality formulated so
that tickets are sold to
bonafide passengers.

Another important aspect of
Eid celebration is the general
proclivity for indulgence in
gastronomic |uxuries. Here
also the scope is considerably
limited for the majority by the
rising trend of prices at this
time. Inspite of this, some of
the customary dishes like
'samali; firni; pallau’ will be
prepared in many homes. This
is as much a part of the festive
ritual as wearing new clothes.

Exchanging greetings with
friends and relatives and visit-
ing their homes after the Eid
prayer form another important
feature of the festive occasion.
In the midst of unbounded
merriment, many of us will
solemnly remember deceased
near and dear ones and visit’
their graves to offer fateha

Overcoming all odds, when
Eid comes, it will be an occa-
sion for general elation and
euphoria, throwing into tem-
porary limbo all our cares and
anxieties.

Hasina leaves
for Ajmeer

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League

chief Sheikh Hasina left Dhaka

- for Ajmeer yesterday morning

along with her sister Sheikh
Rehana, reports BSS.

During their stay in Ajmeer
Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh
Rehana will offer Fateha
(ziarat) at the holy mazar sharif
of Khwaza Moinuddin Chisti
(R.A).

" Prior to her departure for
Ajmeer Sheikh Hasina sought
blessing of the countrymen.

Awami League leaders in-
cluding Abdus Samad Azad MP,
Abdul Jalil, Obaidul Kader, Abul
Hasan Chowdhury MP, Dr
Mustafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Abdul
Mannan, Dr Mizanul Haq MP,
Harun ur Rashid MP, Mesbahu-
ddin MP, Mosharraf Hossain
MP, were present at the Zia
International Airport to see
her off.

BCL leader, five
- others arrested

. 1n Sylhet -
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 4: Former
general secretary of Sylhet dis-
irict unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (M-1) AT M
Fayez Uddin and five others
were arrested at the early

~hours of today.

According to Sylhet Kotwali
Police, Fayez is an accused in
two murder cases.

Police arrested them from a
house at Puran Lane area of the
town at 3 am. The other ar-
rested persons are Rakib Zilani
Titu, Mosharraf Hossain,
Shamim, Amir Hossain
Khokan, and Liaquat Ali Sohel.
¢ "The district unit of the BCL
(M-I} brought out a procession
in the town today protesting
the arrest of Fayez. They also
demanded immediate release
of the BCLJeader.

India to export

rickshaws
NEW DELHI, Mar 4: Indian

Cycle giant Atlas Cycles an-
nounced plans Friday to export
rickshaws — the traditional
taxicab,of Asia — to Holland
and Germany, reports AFP.
The special bicycle-pow-

ered rickshaw models would
be aimed at the 'more ad-

vanced, environment-con-
scious markets' of Europe, a
company official at the Atlas
plant in Haryana state told the
Press Trust of India news
agency.

Rickshaws and scooter-taxis
outnumber taxicabs in India
and are the cheapest mode of
transport after public buses.
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AS YOU LIKE: Local and foreign ladies at a party organised

' the lnrtml

Women's Day Celebration Committee at the Ramna Batamul in the city yesterday.

6 Pakistanis held in
Delhi for spying

NEW DELHI, Mar 4: Indian
police have arrested six al-
leged Pakistani intelligence
operatives in India, Delhi's po-
lice chief said today, reports
Reuter.*

Police Commissioner Muk-
un Behari Kayshal told a news
¢tonference that the six men,
arrested in thg Indian capital
on Thursday, were Pgkistani
citizens.

"This is the first time we
have- arrested actual Pakis-
tanis,” Kaushal said. "Pre-
viously, (Pakistan) used
Kashmiri and other militants
to carry out anti-India opera-
A Pakistani official denied
Kaushal's claim. saying. "This
is total rubbish. It shows how
India is gefting panicky.”

He said the arrests were
apparently linked to the
International Human Rights
meeting in Geneva where
Pakistan has moved a resolu-
tion seeking a fact-finding
mission for Kashmir.

Pakistan said Indian troops
"have been torturing Muslim
militants and raping girls fol-
lowing a separatist uprising in
which at least 15 000 people
have been killed in four years.

India denies the charges
but said some reported viola-
tions have been investigated

and the culprits punished.

Kaushal said the six men
were armed with bombs and
poison.

Separatist militants in India
often carry Cyanide capsules to
commit suicide to evade ar-
rest.

"We have interviewed them
on the video. They have con-
fessed to a conspiracy to Larget
sensitive targets,” Kaushal said.
He did not elaborate.

Diplomats said the arrests
were likely to lead to a fresh

round of acrimonious allega- '

tions between the two arch
foes.

Pakistan expelled four
Indian diplomats last’ year for
alleged spying. India re-
sponded by expelling four
Pakistani diplomats.

Both sides say their diplo-
mats are harassed and some-
times beaten by secret police
in each other's country. -

India accuses Pakistan of
arming and training militants
in the northern states of
Jammu and Kashmir and

Punjab.

~ The government has ac-
cused Muslim groups in

" Bombay of carrying out a string

of bomb attacks in India's
cominercial hub, saying they
were helped by Pakistan.
Islamabad denies the charges.

At least 250 people were
killed in the biasts.

“Mishu expelled
from party

By Staff Correspondent

A student leader Friday lost
her party membership for
congratulating the World Bank
and for her alleged "anti-party
activities”. -

Mushrefa Mishu, former
president of the Student Unity
Forum, was expelled by the
central committee of the party
on charges of being 'an agent
of the World Bank and other
imperialist forces,’” upholding
the ideals of an NGO, and
making the party her 'pocket
organisation’.

Mishu attended a two-day
conference of the European
Parliament on the Flood Action

Plan (FAP) on May 27 and 28

last year and addressed one of
its sessions. '

Speaking on the possible
displacement of people due to
embankments, adverse envi-
ronmental impact of the FAP
ange in the cropping
pattern., Mishu commented,
"congratulations to the World
Bank for their enlightened ap-
proach towards. sustainable
agriculture in their World
Development Report, 1992.

A press release which an-
nounced the expulsion of the
Forum leader attached a copy
of her speech to the Euro-
Parliament with her comments

highlighted.
Power disruption

in Elephant

Road areas
By Staff Cnrrespuntient

Electrici '
ty snapped at least present during the tabulation.

five times in Kataban and
Elephant Road areas causing
immense sufferings to the Eid
shoppers, shop owners and
the residents, vyesterday
evening.

Sources in the DESA when
contacted said, power supply
in that area was disrupted re-

peatedly as a transformer near
the Zahurul Haq Hall broke

down and a cable snapped sev-
eral times despite repairs yes-
terday. :

The DESA workers repeat-
edly repaired the power line
but it continued to disturb till
10 pm.

Several residents of the
area told The Daily Star over
telep mdmlfﬂ night that such
power uption was an eve
day affair in the area. =

Some of the residents said
that electric supply Mnes men
always delayed in restoring
power supply in this particular

. area, whereas electricity was

always restored promptly in
the neighbouring areas.

Attack on Adel’s
house : Suchi

sent to jail

By Staff Correspondent

Humayun Kabir alias Suchi,
who was arrested following an
armed attack on the residence
of a Jatiya Party leader in the
city was sent to the Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday.

An armed gang exploded
crackers and opened gunshots
at the Armanitola residence of
the JP leader, Jahangir Moha-
mmad Adel during an iftar
party Thursday.

Suchi was produced  before
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate’s court yesterday.

Kotwali police said their pe-
tition to bring him on a seven-

day remand was rejected by

the court.

DCC polls results:
Tabulation
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

Consolidation of results of
the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) elections will begin to-
day at the Returning Officer's
office at Segunbagicha in the
city, .

According to a notification
of the Returning Officer yes-
terday, the results of mayor
and commissioners of ward
numbers 1 to 40 would be
compiled today while those of
the rest wards will be com-
piled tomorrow.

The candidates or their
agents would be allowed to he

Dhaka concerned
at environmental
-degradation

Participants attending an
international conference in the
Indian capital yesterday
stressed the need for global
cooperation for the conserva
tion of tiger population, a mes-

sage from New Delhi said, re-
ports BSS,

The High Commissioner of
Bangladesh in India, Farooq
Sobhan who led the country's
delegation at the meeting ex
pressed solidarity with other
range countries in conserving
tiger population and grotect-
ing their natural habitat
Sobhan expressed concern at
the environmental degradation
of the habitat of famed royal
bengal tiger due to rapid salin
ity and deforestation.

b
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imkillings by Pak army

and accordingly,
would be sent to them soon.

__ Star photo
Int’l Women'’s
Day programme

begins -

By Staff Correspondent

Women activists of different
organisations of the country
yesterday began a five-day pro-
gramme to observe the
International Women's Day on
March B with a vow to "break
shackles of centuries’ raising
slogan. My Body. My Decision.

About 2500 women gath-
ered at the Bangla Motor
crossing at 8:40 in the morn-

ing to mark the beginning of |

the programme arranged by
International Women's Day
Observation Committee.

The gathering later turned
into a procession led by a
number of women bike riders
towards the Ramna Park
where they held a cultural
programme.

They demanded an end to
all forms of repression on
women and implementation of
rights to decide all matters
related to their physique.

The cultural programmes
included short dramas depict-
ing struggles of women for self
dependence and the social re-
pression.

The International Women's
Day Observation Committee
members include: The Nari
Moitree, Concern, Palli Mangal
Karmashuchi, Fulki, ASA, Girls’
Guide and some other NGOs.

Students back
Nirmul’s Mar 25
programme

By Staff Correspondent

Sixteen studen! organisa-
tions yesterday expressed
their solidarity with a pro-
gramme of the Nirmul
Comimittee recalling the mass
at dead on
March of night 25 by lighting
candles at the Central Shaheed
Minar. ' _-
- Student leaders at a meet-
ing with the central leaders of
the Muktijuddher Chetana
Bastabayan O Ekattorer Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee yes-
terday also extended their
support to the committge’s
movement against the Wwar
criminals.

The meeting was attended |

by committee leaders Jahanara
Imam, Abdur Razzak PM, Syed
Hasan Imam, Shahriar Kabir,
Prof Abdul Mannan Chowdhury
and Principal Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury. |

Those present among the
student leaders were Moinudin
Hasan Chowdhury and Abul
Kalam Azad of Chhatra League,
Ruhin Hossain Prince of Chha-
‘tra Union, Belal Chowdhury of
Smajtantrik Chhatra Front, and
Ragib Ahsan Munna of Chhatra
Moitree.

Indian team to
see condition

of returnees

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 4: An
Indian delegation including
leaders of tribal refugees now
encamped in Tripura in India,
is expected to wisit the
Chittagong Hill Tracts after
Eid to see for themselves the
resettlement of tribal re-
turnees in their homes, admi-
nistration sources said.

*The delegation will be he-
aded by Upendra Lal Chakma,
Chairman of the Tribal Refu-
gees Welfare Association based
in Tripura.

The Indian side and the

refugee leaders have expressed

their desire to visit the CHT
invitations

If the delegation finds the

'rehﬂbilitatmn' of the tribal re-

turnees satisfactory a process
is likely to be initiated to be-
gin the second phase of re-
patriation of the Chakma
refugees

However, in the first phase
of repatriation that took place
from February 15 to 22, 1849
tribal refugees of 379 families
returned voluntarily to their
homes in CHT under a negoti-
ated agreement between
ka and New Delhi
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Muslims, Croats meet in Vienna

VIEHNA.HII-‘?MHUMIMMW“

at the United States embassy in Vienna this

for a

“get-acquainted” session ahead of up to 10 days of talks on
forming a federation. They are due to settle the details of a
UN- brokered accord to establish a croat- Muslim federation
— with the hope of ending nearly twe years of fighting — un-
der the auspices of US President Bill Clinton's special envoy.,
Charles Redman. reports Reuter.

ROK regrets revival of Super 301

SEOUL, Mar 4. South Korea today expressed regret over
the reviving by the US government of the Super 301 trade
provision. A foreign ministry spokesman said that the South
Korean government deeply regrets that the US

revives the Super 30]
means, at a time when the 1]

government
provision through administrative

Round of talks is almost

bringing about a worldwide free trade system after seven
years of negotiations, reports Xinhua.

JAKARTA. Mar 4. Indone-
sian President Suharto today
assured visiting Bosnian Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic of the
support of Indonesia and the
Non-Aligned Movement [NAM)
for the embattled Bosnia-
Herzegovina. report agencies

"The President assured me
that the support of NAM and
shis personal support in bilat-
eral meetings with heads of
states will continue for Bosnia-
Herzegovina for its sovereignty
and territorial integrity there.”
Silajdzic said after paying a
courtesy call on Suharto at the
presidential residence.

He also said he discussed
the local situation in Bosnia
with Suharto — current NAM
Chairman — who assured him
‘he will do all he can do, and
all Indonesia can do. to help
Bosnia- Herzegovina.'

Indonesia assures Bosnia
of NAM support

Silajdzic said earlier
that the support of NAM and
Russia was necessary if the
Serbs were to be brought to
the negot Lable .

Meanwhile British UN
troops in central Bosnia came
under attack today when three
mortar shells hit their base in
the town of Zepce, a UN
source in Zagreb said.

One of the 82-mm mortar_
bombs, believed to have been -
fired by the Bosnian Serbs,
landed near the main building,
but no casualties nor damage
was inflicted, so the British
did not fire back, the source
said.

Another report says, the UN

in Bosnia today
voiced 'disappointment’ over
the lack of

to an ur-
gent UN appeal for more
troops in Bosnia and warned it

could 'make things fail.’

UP chairman wants
trial of BNP MR

A Union Parishad Chairman
belonging to the ruling party
yesterday demanded the trial
of a Parliament member of his
own party. A T M Alamgir. for

abusing power, reports UNB.
Abu Sayeed Helali. Chair-

man of the Uttar Howla Union
Parishad in Laksham thana,
Comilla, voiced the demand at
a press conference at the
Jatiya Press Club in the city.

He alleged that the local
administration in Alamgir MP's
constituency could not work
freely because of his undue in-
terference. "Since becoming
an MP he (Alamgir] has done
everything in his personal in-
lerest.”

Helali said the MP had
illegally' recommended to the
LGRD and Cooperatives
Ministry to remove him from
the post of UP chairmanship.

- He further alleged that
Alamgir. who is the Chairman

interfering in union parishad's
activities violating the rules of
the LGRD and Relief
Ministries.

The UP chairman appealed
to the Prime Minister,
Ministers and his party leaders
to save the people of Laksham
and protect the image of the
BNPF from the autocratic activi-
ties of Alamgir MP.

| WASA fails to
streamline .

billing system

Star Report

The Water and Sewerage
Authority (WASA) has not yet
been able to streamline its
billing system despite pro-
longed meetings with the
Postal Department.

Complaints from clients

| about not getting bills for sev-

eral months are still pouring
into the computer section of
the WASA. Sources said about
30 per cent of the clients are
still not getting their bills
causing them inconvenience in
paying off the bills timely.

"We are mailing the bills
timely,” said a high WASA offi-
cial, "but for some reasons,
these are not reaching the
clients in time."

The WASA had set up a post
office in its premises at fis
own cost to facilitate the
billing system. All establish-
ment costs of the post office
are borne by the WASA on
special arrangements with the
Postal Department.

Unable to improve the situ-
ation, WASA had even at one
stage planned to mail the bills
through private couriers. As
per the plan. tenders were
Mloated inviting bids from
courier companies. Ly

A courier company even
made competitive bids quoting
rate equivalent to the Postal
Department’'s mailing rates,
sources said. But the WASA is
now dilly dallying over award-
ing the contract to the com-
pany on the grounds that it is
not a well known courier ser-
vice company.

On the other hand, noted
companies have charged much

higher rates conforming o the
Courier Service Association's

minimum slab of Tk seven per
mail within Dhaka city.

As the WASA finds the bids
of those courfer firms non-vi-

Dha I

able, the issue of

the billing system still remains
in a limbo

of Bangladesh Shilpa Bank, is .

Truck kills minor
girl in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 4: A miner
girl was' crushed under the
wheels of a speeding truck on
Sylhet-Tamabil Road yesterday.

The accident occurred at
about 2 PM near Ch
Primary School when the girl
Shahida, 7. was crossing the
road. She died on the spot.

Shahida. daughter of late
Tota Miah of village
Kukailgarh, was returning
home with a bag of wheat she
received from the UP office
under Vulnerable Group
Development Programme.

Police sent the body to the
Sylhet MAG Osmany Medical
College Hospital morgue. The
driver and helper had escaped
but police seized the truck.

Two killed in
mishaps
By DMCH Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed and two others injured
in separate incidents in Dhaka
and Narsingdi yesterday.

A nine-year-old boy, Nazrul
Islam, was run over by a speed-
ing truck at Pollabi in the city
yesterday morning.

Fatally wounded Nazrul was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where the doctors declared
him dead.

In Narsingdi, Monir
Hossain, 16, was stabbed to
death and his elder brother
Abul Kalam, 18, sustained stab
injuries in a clash over posses-
sion of a land at village Nihat
yesterday. Kalam was admitted
to the DMCH.

In another incident in
Dhaka, one Tofazzal Hossain,
35, was severely beaten up in
Babu Bazar area by a group of

- unidentified people. He was

admitted to the DMCH.

JS stalemate

From Page 1 Col 3 %

he said.

Abdus Samad Azad, Tofael
Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim of
the Awami League, Suranijit
Sengupta of Ganatantri Party,
Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers Party, Moudud Ahmed
of Jatiya Party and Abdus
Sobhan of Jamaat may be pre-
seni at the meeting. ;

- The oppesition during
Wednesday's and Thursday's
parleys insisted on two points
— unqualified apology from
Huda and a general debate on
Hebron massacre.

The treasury bench mem-
bers have already accepted the
second demand for discussion
on Hebron and said
Information Minister's regret
in the House tantamounts to
apology in parliamentary
norms.,

But the opposition leaders
demand for unqualified
‘apology’ has lingered the
stalemate in parliament.

The leaders eof opposition
parties in parliament will hold
a joint meeting at 12 noon to-
day to sort oul strategy to face
the crisis

Deputy leader of
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
will chair the meeting which 48
expected to be attended
representatives from Jatiya

the

- Party, Jamaat, Workers Party,

Ganatantri Party. /OJ,. NDP and
CPB.

The negotiation is likely to
begin after the joint meeting
of the opposition



