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Sugar worth
1K 93.0E er
lying unsold

NATORE, Mar 1. A total of
21.354 metric tons of sugar
worth Taka 55 .52 crore are ly
ing unsold in the two sugar
mills of the district, reports
UNB.

According to local peopie,
the markets are being manipu-
lated by the blackmarketers ol
Indian sugar which is being
sold at lower prices.

Besides, production of mo
lasses by illegally crushing of
sugarcanes within the mill ar-
eas is another reason ol less
demand of local sugar.
Producers said, the production
cost of local sugar is higher
than that of Indian sugar. So
the Indian sugar captured the
entire market.

Natore Sugar Mill has pro-
duced 15.343 metric tons ol
sugar by crushing 1.81.745
metric tons of sugarcanes
during the last crushing sea-
son. The production target was
18,450 metric tons by crush-
ing 2,10,850 metric tons of
sugarcanes.

During the period the mill
sold 3,945 mt of sugar and
the rest 11.394 mts of sugar
remained unsold in the
godowm.

Same situation is prevailing
in the North-Bengal Sugar Mill.
This mill prboduced 15,135
mts of sugar by crushing
1,87.440 mts sugarcanes. The
production target was 19.150
mts, The mills sold 5.176 mts
of sugar till February 19.

One shot at
another poisoned
to death in
Jessore

JESSORE. Mar 1: A youth
was shot dead by his rivals and
a minor girl was killed al-
legedly by her step mother in

incidents in the dis-
trict early Monday, police said,
reports UNB.

They said, a gang of seven
youths attacked -the house of
one, Hedayet Ullah OIf Bakchar
in the town and shot at his one
Dulal, 28 at noon. The left side
of his skull was blown apart.

Police suspected that Dulal
was killed following dispute
over of Taka 1.5 lakh
which was looted from a
Khulna bound minibus on
Sunday evening.

In another incident, a mi- -

nor girl was poisoned to death
allegedly by her step mother in

Choto Kholshi village in
Jhikorgacha thana.
Police said Feroza's step

mother got furious as she

Feroza was insisting his father
to take her own mother back.

12 feared
drowned 1n
trawler capsize

CHITTAGONG, Mar 1:
Three people were feared
drowned after a fishing trawler
with a dozen fishermen on
board capsized in the Bay of
Bengal near Mohipur area of
the district on Saturday, re-
ports UNB.

The trawler, FV Shaheda,
sailed out on February 18 to
fish in the bay and overturned
in mid sea Saturday evening
after it was caught by storm,
police said here Monday.

The three missing people
were identified as Mohammad
Rafig of Doulatkhan in Bhola,
district, Faiez Ahmed of sadar

Lthma of Noakhali district and

ohammad  Siddig of

bhanga in Swandeep of th:
hlttagong district.

One killed,
~ hurt in road

' acCident

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Mar: 1 One
person was killed and 25
others were injured in a road
accident on Gopalganj-Taker-
hat road recently. |
~ 'The incident occurred
when a Khulna-bound passen-
ger bus [Dhaka Metro-Cha-
8119) from Dhaka was trying
to give way to a private car

from the opposite di-

. rection and fell into a ditch
near Arpara. One of the bus
passengers Chunnu Mia, 40,
died on the spot while four
‘others among the 25 injured
were seriously hurt who were
admitted to Gopalganj sadar

2.66 lakh
children
immunized
in Barisal

BARISAL, Mar: 1 Over two

lakh and sixty six thousand
children were brought under
of
Immunization (EPI) in Barisal

Expanded Programme

distriet during the year 1993,
reports BSS. -
These children were given

vaccines against diptheria, polio

whooping cough, tetanus and
measles.
During the same year 60,735

pregnant women were immu-
nized the source said.
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KHULNA. The members of the divisional task fnrce Mﬂjﬂf Ehams Battalion Commander,
Satkhira (from L to R), Abdul Quayum, Collector of Customs, Abdul Muktadir Chowdhury,
Divisional Commissioner and Col Mustag Ahmed, BDR Sector Commander, Khulha are at a

meetmg with the cattle traders at Satani Corridor of Satkhira sadar held ranentl]r — Star phnto

National

MAULVIBAZAR. Mar: |
Maulvibazar Government
College has been facing various
problems hampering smooth
education for a long time, re-
ports LUNB.

The vexing problems in-
clude shortage of teachers,
inadequate furniture and
science appliances, poor-li-
brary and recreational facili-
ties, acute accommodation cri-
sis and lack of electric fans
causing untold suffering to the
students.

Established in 1956, the
college was nationalised In
1980 At present only 3l
teachers are working in the
college against 62 posts. There
are even no demonstrator and
physical teacher in the college.

The teachers said a good

of teachers in college

number of them are forced
live in the hostel with mur:h
inconveniences in the absence
of family quarters

Students said the common
room, both for giris and boys,
is to small and the recreational
facilities Iincluding indoor
games are also Quite insuffi-

Phere is no librarian and
the books kept in a small
classroom cannot meet the re-
quirements of the students at
all. Moreover, science students
said they have been facing
problems due to lack of ade-
quate equipment of science

i m

guardians have urged
the concerned authorities to
look into the matter and take
immediate steps to solve the

burming problems.

KUSHTIA. Mar: 1 Scarcity
of medicines in the health
complexes has reached its
peak intensifying the suffer-’
ings of the patients, reports
UNB.

Local people alleged simple
medicines like dettol, parac-
etamol tablets are rarely avail-
able in the health complexes
barring the life saving drugs.

A large number of patients
coming from far flung areas of
the district are to go back dis-
appointed every day due to
lack of medicines, proper
treatment and ddmia-slm facili-
ties.

They alleged r.hm some
health complexes are running
without the doctors and in the
absence of physicians the
compounders give prescrip-
tions to the patients.

The doctors posted in the
rural areas are reluctant to
discharge their duties as they
are found busy to get transfer
to elsewhere in town or urban
| areas.

Local elite have urged the
concerned authorities to probe

Medicine scarcity acute

into the allegations and take
necessary steps to improve the
condition of health complexes
to ensure better medicare fa-
cilities to the rural people

Another report says:
Stomach ailments and venereal
diseases have broken out in
the district in an alarming
proportion, hospital sources
said.

A large number of patients
every day are rushing to differ-
ent hospitals and health com-
plexes seeking either admis-
sion or outdoor treatment.

A recent survey conducted
by some social welfare activists
revealed that 25 per cent of
the youths of the district have
been suffering from venereal
diseases.

The disquieting menace ac-
centuated as the youths' fre-
quent visit to the brothels, the
survey pointed out. Moreover,
young girls of poor families and
divorced women are -increas-
ingly taking recourse to prosti-
tution for their bare survival.

Doctors attributed the out-

break of the intestinal diseases
to the paucity of pure water
and consumption of adulter-
ated food. o

Local people alleged that a
large number of tubewells in

- the district went out of order

resulting in scarcity of drink-
Ing water.

Meanwhile, A young man
was stabbed to death and one
other critically injured in sep-
arate incidents by unknown
miscreants at Igbal road in the
town on Wednesday.

Witnesses
Hannan (22) of East Majampur
came under attack when he
was walking past the area in
the evening. He was rushed to
Kushtia General Hospital by
the pedestrians where doctors
declared him dead.

One Sanwar (18) was re-
peatedly stabbed by the mis-
creants at the Housing Estate
area on the day. He was admit-
ted to the hospital in a critical
condition.

Separate cases were filed
with the local police In this
connection.

MYMENSINGH, Mar 1 : The
Bangladesh Agricultural Univ-
ersity (BAU]
Amar Ekushey commemorat-
ing the historic Language
Movement of 1952.
Vice-Chancellor Professor
Dr Shah Mohammad Farouk,
BAU teachers. thousands of
students, officers, employees
and different socio-cultural or-
ganisations placed wreaths at
the central Shaheed Minar of
the university to pay homage to
the martyrs of the Language
Movement.

The programmes of the day
include hoisting ‘of the
National Flag at half mast at
various important BAU office
buildings, discussions high-
lighting the significance of the
day, cultural function, painting
competition. special prayers
for the souls of the martyrs of
the Language Movement,
Liberation War and various
democratic movements.
Speaking at a function ar-
ranged by Momensahi Sarani
Parishad, the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Dr Shah Mohammad
Farouk said that Amar Ekushey
| generates a new inspiration to
Bangla literature and a new
force for our cultural progress.
He also paid homage to the
language martyrs.

The function was attended

y Professor Md Shamsul
que, Principal, Ananda
5 University College.

Presided over by 'Md
Salehuzzaman Khan, president,
Momenshahi Parishad

"
the function addressed
among others “ M
Mabhubul Alam and

| Abdur Rashid Mia. _
Pradeep Kumar Biswas ;u'e-

Rajshahi

Our Rajshahi Correspondent
says: Ekushey February was ob-
served on the Rajshahi
University campus with due
respect to the martyrs of the
Language Movement of 1952.

Students, political parties,
cultural and professional or-
ganisations observed the day

observed the

sented the keynote paper. &

From Our Correspondent

through various programmes
including placing wreaths at
Shaheed Minar, holding Provat
Ferry. discussion meeting. cul-
tural function, and art compe-
tition.

Vice Chancellor of the uni-
versity Prof M Anisur Rahman
placed wreaths at the Shaheed
Minar. Rajshahi University
(RU) Teachers Association
(RUTA), RU Press Club,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal.*
Chhatra League (B-K), Chhatra
League (M-I), Chhatra Moitree,
Varsity Ladies Club, Rovers
Scout, JASAS, University
Sanskritic Jote, Zia Parishad
RU Unit, Art College were
among others who placed
wreaths at the Shaheed Minar.

Natore

A discussion meeting was
arranged at Natore Press Club
auditorium on 21st February in
observance of the Language
Movement of 1952.

Prominent litterateur
Shafiuddin Sardar attended
the meeting as the chief guest
while Md Abdus Shakur,
Deputy Director of Islamic
Foundation, Natore, attl:ndai
as special guest.

Mahfuz Alam Moony, presi-
dent of Natore Press Club,
presided over the discussion

held under joint aus-
pices of Natore Press Club and
Islamic Foundation Natore.

Among others the meeting
was addressed by Professor M
A Awal, Professor Abul Kalam
Azad, NAP leader Abu All, ex-
MP Abdus Sattar Khan and PTI
Superintendent Ziaul Haque.

Local journalists of different

national dailies and news
agencies were present at the
meeting.

Later, all of the guests
ju_l:mq an iftar party.

Our Chuadanga Corres-
pondent : Shaheed Day
was observed in @uaﬂanga ina
befitting manner. - '

In connection With the ob-
servance of the day, hﬂuua s0-

Amar Ekushey February observed

cio-cultural, political and reli-
gious organisations took sepa-
rate programines.

The programmes include
presentation of floral wreaths
at Chuadanga Government
College Shahid Minar by the
cross section of people inchud-
ing government officials, polit-
ical leaders and workers, stu-
dents, members of the various
socio-cultural organisations,
probhat ferry by the members
of the different political, social
and student organisations.

National Flag was hoisted at
half mast atop all the public
and private buildings of

Chuadanga town.
Quran khawani was held at

Poura Jame Mosque. Milad

mahfil was held at Court
Mosque and Poura Jame
Mosque after Johar prayers.
Special prayers were held at
the mosques of the town for
the salvation of the departed
soul of the Shaheeds.

Islamic Foundation,
Chuadanga, also took up a pro-
gramme to observe the day.
The day's programme by the
Islamic Foundation included
Quran khwani, doa mahfil and
discussion meeting.

Chuadanga district branch
of Awami League took up a
programme to mark the day
which included discussion
meeting and milad mahfil.

Madaripur

Our Madaripur Corres-
pondent says: Shaheed Day
was observed in Madaripur.

Political parties, student
organisations and socio-cul-
tural bodies chalked out elab-
orate programmes. on the oc-
casion.

People from all walks of life
placed floral wreaths at the
Central Shaheed Minar.

The mes of the day
included hoisting of National
Flag at half mast, procession
and cultural functions, milad
mahfi] and special prayers.

The Madaripur Sahitya
Parishad held a discussion at
Weekly Arial Kha office.

said Abdul |

observance of the 2nd fnundmg anniversary of the organisation.

NARAYANGANJ: The members of Kathan, a local cultural organisation arranged a hmetinn in

— Star photo

: | gathered that accused Abdur

HOMNA (Comilla). Mar
Shipping Minister M K A.nwar
said here on Sunday that the
present government had been
implementing a series of devel-
opment programmes including
poverty alleviation, communica-
tion development, eradication of
illiteracy and family planning
for upgrading the socio-eco-
nomic status of the people, re-
ports BSS.

He was addressing the inau-
gural function of Thana
Resource Development and
Employment Programme

(Tradep) under the Department
of Youth Development as the

chief guest here.
Youth and Sports Secretary
M Azizul Haque, Director

General, Department of Youth
Development Joinul Abedin,
eminent social workers Sirajul
Islam, Amjad Hossain, Abdul
Matin, Mahfuzul Islam, Motaleb
Sarkar, officials of the
Department of Youth
Development and some mem-
bers from the beneficiary group
also spoke on the occasion.

The minister said that

2 lakh youths imparted
tralmng last year

Shaheed Presidents Ziaur
Rahman created the Ministry of
Youth Development and
Department of Youth
Development in 1979 to turn
the unem ths into a
work force. Shaheed Zia

dseamt to eradicate poverty

from the country by engaging
all unemployed people in differ-
ent income generating activities.
He urged all concerned to make
the mass-education, family
planning and other programmes
of the governmerit a success.

The meeting was informed
that the Department of Youth
Development had imparted
training facilities to about two
lakh in youths in different
trades during the last year.

The department had dis-
tributed Taka two lakh 64
thousand among 4000_persons
in the last financial year.
Besides this, 7773 coupiles had
been brought under family
planning programme and 6000
persons had been taught to
read and write in Comilla area
last year.

Amar Ekushey.

RAJSHAHI: A paiing contest for the childréﬁ was arr
by the Shaheed Smriti Sangstha of RU on the occasion of

— Star photo

MAJDEE COURT (Noa-
khali), Mar: 1 Potters of
various thanas of the district
are compelled to give up their
age-old occupation as the
people are preferring stainless
and malamine products for
their house-hold use for its
durability, reports UNB.

On the other hand, about
500 families of
Benodpur, Begumganj and
Datterhat thanas of the district
have been facing difficulties to
run their livelihood due to
non-availability and high prices
of clay and other inputs.

According to potters, only
10 per cent middle class fami-
lies of the rural areas are now
using their earthenwares and
the rest 90 per cent are using
either stainless steel or
malamine products like plates,
jugs, glass etc. Many of them
are also using China clay and
other ceramic products.

The potters said non-avail-
ability of clay and the price
hike and other inputs have af-

fected their occupation badly.
Only a few of them are engaged

in making earthenwares to
meet the demand of the rural
poor class people and some-
how maintaining their liveli-
hood, they added.

Besides, in the absence of
transport facilities the potters
have to sell their products car-
rying on their shoulder and

sadar. -

Potters compelled to
give up profmon

errying door to door in rural
areau from morning to evening.
The earthenwares are usually
sold in melas and in hat days.

Another report says: The
civic life here has become
miserable due to mosquito
menace as the pourasava au-
thorities failed to keep it un-
der effdctive control.

It has become difficult to
work an continue studies after
sunset for mosquito bite. The
mosquitoes are even seen at
the day time, town residents
alleged.

The students, particularly
SSC candidates, are among the
worst sufferers of the menace.

They attributed the rapid

| breeding of mosquitoes to the

uncleaned drains and ditches
full of garbage, filth and water
hyacinth.

The Pourasava authorities
did little to check the breed-
ing of the mosquitoes and the
spraying of DDT and mosquito
oils in the poura areas "have
completely been stopped” they
further alleged.

They urged the authorities
to take immediate measures to
combat their menace.

Another report says: The
election to the Noakhali Apex
Club was held at its office here
last week.

Club sources said an 11
member new committee was
:lcn:tnd to run the c]uh

KUSHTPMA, Mar 1 : Sadar
thana Magistrate refused bail of
accused trafficker Abdur
Rahim .and his accomplice
Islam on Saturday when they
surrendered with a girl named
Sharifa Khatun, a student of
Adarsha College, reports UNB.

Police said Magistrate also
ordered to keep Sharifa in ju-
dicial custody while the ac-
cused were aent to jail. It is

Rahim {8 connected with
woman trafficking.

It may be mentioned that
Sharifa was abducted forcibly
by them on December 7, 1993
and a case was filed In this

connection by her father.
Another report adds: Police

recovgred the body of a girl in

By hnﬁng condition from her

Woman traffickers' bail
prayer refused

house at Alinagar village in
Daulatpur thana on Saturday.

The girl was identified as
Nadera Khatun, 18, daughter
of Moslem Mahaldar.

Police later sent the body to
Kushtia General Hospital for
au . A case has been regis-
tered. with the police.

Vice Chancellor of the
Islamic University Prof Abdul
Hamid said 'siam’ (fasting) in
the month of Ramadan teaches
not only self-purification. but
also helps restore peace and
prosperity of the nation.

The seminar, organised by
Engineers Institution of
Kushtia branch, was presided
over by Abul Kalam, Chairman
of the Islamic Studies and
Dawa Department of the uni-
versity.
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District roundup

BHOLA
Planned
irrigation to
raise agri output

Mar 1: State Minister for
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Mosharef
Hossain Shajahan said the ob-
jective of canal digging pro-
gramme was to increase agri-
cultural production through
providing planned irrigation
facilities in the dry season, re-
ports UNB.

The minister was inaugurat-
ing the canal digging work of
6.2 km long "Barirkhali” at
Borhanudding thana of the dis-
trict on Friday. said an official
handout.

He urged the people to
come forward to achieve the
goal through excavation and
re-excavation of canals
throughout the country.

After the compietion of the
digging work by utilising 254
metric tons of wheat, about
3,000 acres of land will get ir-
rigation facilities during the
dry season.

"The government has
achieved self-sufficiency in
food”, the state minister said,
and urged the people to sus-

tain this process with con-
certed efforts. v

The minister also laid the
foundation stone of under-
constiruction Bhola T and T
Bhaban at a cost of Taka 47
lakh and two primary schools
at Daulatkhan thana at a cost of
Taka 18 lakh.

BARISAL
Canal digging
work in
progress

Mar 1: Government has
sanctioned about 316 metric
tons of wheat for re-excavation
of two canals in two thanas of
Barisal district under canal
digging programme during the
current dry season, reports
BSS.

According to relief and re-
habilitation office sources, a
total of 16 kilometres of the
canals will be re-excavated in
Barisal sadar and Mehendigan|
thana.

Of the total, nine kilome-
tres of Lakutya canal under
Barisal sadar thana will be re-
extavated at an allocation of
about 153 metric tons of wheat
and six kilometers of Dhopair
canal under Mehendiganj
thana at an allocation of 163
metric tons of wheat.

Twenty five per cent work
will be done under voluntary
basis and 75 per cent under
Food-for-Work Programme

(FWD).
NETRAKONA
5 arrested

for Feb-23
bloody clash

Mar 1: Police have so far ar-
rested five persons in connec-
tion with the February 23-
bloody clash that resulted in
injuries to 14 s, includ-
ing Police Super, Netrakona
and damage to some govern-
ment properties here. reports
BSS.

The clash erupted between
the two rival groups of activists
of Islami Chhatra Shibir and
Chhatra League (M-I]). police
sources said. |

According to the sources,
the clash ensued while the
Islami Chhatra Shibir attacked
a procession brought out by
the Chhatra League. Chhatra
Shibir threw stone on the pro-
cession.

» Police had to fire five
rounds of tears gas cannisters

| at about 1000-strong crowd to

bring the situation under con-
trol.

SATKHIRA

Notorious
dacoit held

Mar 1: Police arrested a
man from his house at
Harinagar village in Tala thana
Sunday night for his alleged
involvement in a dacoity, re-
ports UUNB.

Police said Khorshed Ali, 22
was ‘arrested in connection
with a series of daceity in nine
houses including an UP mem-
ber's house on February 19.
The dacoits decamped with
cash and other valuables worth
about Taka five lakh. They also
beat the inmates of the houses
mercilessly.

Police also said Khorshed
was wanted in connection with
several hijacking, dacoity and
other criminal cases.

Another report adds: Four
people Including a girl al-
legedly committed suicide by
taking poison on Saturday.

The victims are: Abdul Aziz
40 of Bhamra village in sadar
thana, Abul Hossain 30 of
Khetra village, Marzina Khatun
11 of Harina and Golam Rasul
|8 of Sinanal in Kolaroa thana
of the district.

Family feuds were the main
reasons behind the suicides, it
is learnt

SHERPUR
Two killed
in road
mishap

Mar J: A truck ran over a
women near Dacabar BRAC of-
fice in Jhenaigati-Rangtia road
recently. reports BSS.

The victim, Falani Begume
22. was crossing the road
while the truck knocked here
down from behind and ran
over. She died on the spot.

In another accident. Minto
Miah, son of Muntaz Ali was
knocked down by a mini bus
near Ganapadhi on Sherpur-
Nakla road.

Minto, a school student was
mtﬂmwm
he succumbed to his injuries.

DINAJPUR

Best FP workers
awarded prizes

Mar |: A prize distribution
ceremony on “Performance of
Motivating Family Planning™
was held here at the office of
the Director of Family Planning
of Rajshahi Division, reports
UNB.

Family Planning Officer of
Dinajpur district Kh
dranath was awarded first
prize for his outstanding
performance in the field for
the year 1993 at the function
held recently.

it may be mentioned that
two lakh 86 thousand an 370
fertile couples, out of 4.24 lakh
have so far been taken under
the family planning pro-
gramme in the district.

The function was attended
by the officials, elite and cross
section of people. The officials
called upon the supervisors
and field workers to expedite
their activities to help achieve
the cherished goal.

NOAKHALI

Tk 80 lakh
sanctioned
to construct

classrooms

Mar: 1 Facilities Depart-
ment of the Education Ministry
has taken up a programme to
construct classrooms of two

colleges of the district, reports
UNB.

According to official sources,
an amount of Taka 80 lakh has
been sanctioned under the
Annual Development Progra-
mme for the implementation of
the scheme.

The classrooms of two pri-
vate colleges — A M College of
sadar thana and Jalaluddin
College of Begumganj thana —
will be increased to solve the
accommodation problems of the
students.

The construction work will
be started from the first week of
the next month which is ex-
pected to be compileted by
December nexi, the sources
added.

With the implementation of
the scheme, a long felt demand
of the local people will be met
and the students will get better
education facilities.

Ru
Use of
academic
calendar

urged

Mar: 1 The Farewell-'94 of
the students of M Sc final year
of physics department of the
university was held at the
physics gallery last week, re-
ports UNB. -

The function was presided
by Prof Khursid Banu,
Chairman of the department,
while Vice Chancellor of the
University Prof Anisur Rahman
was present as chief guest. Pro-

Vice Chancellor Prof M
Ajharuddin also attended as
special guest.

The Vice-Chancellor said,
"session jam can be removed if
the academic calendar prepared
recently is implemented prop-
erly.”

MYMENSINGH

186 uplift
schemes
taken up

.Mar: 1 A total of 186 pro-
jects under food for works pro-
gramme have been taken up in
12 thanas of Mymensingh dis-
trict during the current winter
season, reports BSS.

The t has allotted
3460 metric tons of wheat for
implementation of these pro-

The projects included con-
struction and re-construction or
roads, construction of em-
bankments. re-excavation ‘
ponds and canals and develop
ment of fields

The thanas of the district
are. Dhobaura, Haluaghat,
Phulpur, Nandail |swargan).
Gouripur, Gaflargaon. Bhaluka,
Treshal Fulbana Muktagachha
and sadar



