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Khasbulatov accuses

Yeltsin of staglng
coup in Oct '93

MOSCOW, Mar 1: Former
Russian Parliament Chairman
Ruslan Khasbulatov, unbowed
by more than four months in
jail, proclaimed his innocence
in last October's bloody power
ggle and accused F'r'ruil-rlrf'nt

Ruslan Khasbulatoy,

Boris Yeltsin of staging a coup,
reports Reuter,

In an interview published
in the right-wing newspaper
Sovietskaya Rossiya Today.
Khasbulatov confirmed that he
planned to quit politics and
devote himself to science and
to writing a book.

In his first public com-
ments since being freed by a
parliamentary amnesty on

. Khasbulatov said that
the former parliament. the
Supreme Soviet, had made
mistakes, but insisted it had
acted legitimately.

"Remember, the President
had staged a coup d'etat,” he
said. "What was the Supreme
Soviet to do? It was to act in
full accordance with the exist-
ing constitution. And that is
what its leadership did.”

Khasbulatov, in jail since
Yeltsin won a bloody power

in Moscow on October
3 and 4, cast doubt on the va-
lidity of the new Russian con-

Colombo.

Yingfan and a team of officials.

stitution, narrowly approved in
a referendum on December 12.

“The constitution so furi-
ausly rejected by Yeltsin is a
whole lot better and more
democratic than its succes-
sor,” he told Sovietskaya

At least 147 people were
killed in two days of clashes,
the culmination of a year of
dispute between the Yeltsin
and the Supreme Soviet over
which was the top power in
the land.

Yeltsin sent in tanks and
shelled the former parliament
building, the White House,
after Khasbulatov and the then
Vice-President Alexander
Rutskoi called on their sup-
porters to storm the Moscow
television centre and the
Kremlin.

Masako's father
made Japan's
envoy to UN

TOKY©O, Mar 1: The father
of Crown Princess Masako was
formally named Tuesday as
Japan's ambassador to the
United Nations, reports AFP.

The appointment of Hisashi
Owada. 61, had been expected
since last year.

Owada's appointment is ef-
fective Thursday. though ‘he
will arrive in New York later,
said a Foreign Ministry official.
Owada succeeds Yoshio

Hatano, 62, who had held the
post for four years.

Owada stepped down from
the Foreign Ministry's top ca-
reer post of administrative vice
minister last August, two
months after his daughter
married - Crown Prince
Naruhito.

Sinceé then, Owada has been

»

an adviser to the ministry.

BRI TRY

‘Slchen in Sri Lanka: chinese vice
Foreign Affairs Minister Qian Qichen arrived in

Sri Ll.l'.lh on Monday night for a three-day visit, a Foreign
Ministry spokesman said yesterday, Reuter reports from

In an airport statement, Qian, who last visited the island in
1990 along with Prime Minister Li Peng, said he hoped his
visit' would promote cooperation between the countries.

Qian was accompanied by assistant foreign minister Wang

Blast claims one in Brussels: one

person was killed and seven injured by an explosion in the
early hours of Tuesday that wrecked the top floors of an

eight-storey apartment block in northeast Brussels, the Beiga

was due (o a gas leak.

agency reported, Reuter says from Brussels.

The cause of the explosion in the building in the Berchaem
Sainteagathe area of the city was not immediately known. but
a photographer on the scene saild rescue services believed it

He said a number of people were still trapped in the
building. the top four floors of which had collapsed.

Australian jailed in Thailand; s

Mllllnnunmnentenmd to 40 years in prison for trying
to smuggle heroin out of Thailand, an official said Tuesday. AP

reports from Bangkok.

Sydney.
Newsmen observe strike in Delhi:

one-day strike prevented newspapers from publishing here

The Criminal Court on Monday originally gave a death
sentence to Martin' Anthony Garnett, but commuted the sen-
tence because he had pleaded guilty
Gamett, who is in his mid 208,

is a car salesman from

Tuesday. and people had to turn on their radios or TVs to
find out about the governments new budget, AP reports from

New Delhi.

Journalists and printers stayed home Monday to demand
better salaries and benefits. They also want a government
agency to raise the minimum wages that papers have to pay

new employees.

They chose Monday because that was the day that Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao presented his new budget to

Parliament

Rao has been reforming India's closed, socialist economy

since coming to power in 1991, and {arm subsidies have been
falling and the prices of food and gasoline rising in this poor

ﬁkehlhonemlran.mm

shook southern lran on Tuesday. killing at least one person

and injuring 21.
Nicosia. ¢

Tehran in Fars
The

past week.

seismograph.

De Klerk asks
rightists to
avoid bloodshed

CAPE TOWN, Mar 1: Pre-
sident F W de Klerk opened
what was almest certainly the
final session of South Africa's
white parliament on Monday

appealing to rightists to avoid
bloodshed and secession.

reportis Reuter.

“There is simply no future
on the road of unconstitutional
and violent activity. | appeal 10
vany of these who might be

considering this road to turn |

back before it is too late”. he
ouigd.

De Klerk told legislators in
the parliament, which ex-
cludes the country's black ma-
Jority .

Tehran radio reported. AP reports from

The radio. monitered by the British Broadcasting Corp.
said the earthguake registered 5.7 on the
Richter scale. It was centered 435 miles (700 kms) south of

at 7:38 am (0408 GMT) was the jatest in a
series of moderate quakes that have jolted the region in the

The Richier scale is a gauge of the énergy released by an
earthquake. as measured by the ground metion recorded on a

open-ended

WASHINGTON. Mar 1:

for-tat diplomatic n:uhaunn.
by Washington and Moscow
over the Aldrich H Ames spy
case appears to have ended,

and the Ungmmmtiltd
spell out in court the ¢

against Ames and his wife. re-
ports AP.

Russia announced Monday it
was expelling a US official
whom it identified as James L
Morris. in response to
President Clinton's decision
last week to kick out of the
United Stafes the official be-
lieved to be the Russian for-
cign intelligence station chief

am:l the State
Department declined to com-
ment on Morris' role. but gov
ernment officials speaking pri-
vately said he is the CIA station

JERUSALEM. Mar 1: The

PLO rejected major Israeli
conecessions aimed at coaxing
them back to peace talks in
the wake of the mosque mas-
sacre, saying early Tuesday the
package did not go far enough
in protecting Palestinians in
the occupied lands. reports
AP.

The major stumbling Block
was an offer announced hours
earlier by Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin to allow un-
armed international observers
in the occupied lerritories.

" We still insist on military
and armed peacekeeping for-
ces to protect our people,”
PLO Executive:r Committee
member
Tunis,Tunisia, after the com-

Ali Ishak said in

Tuesday. “What has been pro-
is insufficient.”

Israel also offered to disarm
settlers in the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank town of Jericho
and expand the proposed
Palestinian police force in
those areas, according to PLO
officials meeting in Tunis.

Rabin made the offer for in-
ternational observers in Jer-
usalem Monday. Later, spoke-
smen for the Prime Minister
and the Israeli Foreign
Ministry said they had no
information on a packaged of
concessions, although they did
not deny that one existed.

Such a package would mean
that Israel had agreed to most
demands put by the PLO fol-
lowing Friday's shooting of
worshipers at a mosque in

Hebron. _

Two Palestinians were
killed Monday in clashes with
soldiers in the occupied terri-
tories, bringing the Arab de-
ath toll to 64 since a Jewish
gunman opened fire at the
Muslims, killing 39 men and
boys.

In New York. diplomats
from the United States, Russia,
the PLO and Egypt said they
were close to agreeing on a
U.N resolution condemning
the massacre. Israel began
cracking dowh on Jewish ex-
tremists Sunday and an-

. nounced plans to rélease up to

1.000 Palestinian prisoners in
the wake . of the attack, which
badly hurt the already falter-
ing Middle

East peace pro-.

' Israel's
~treated the PLO to be less

package of concessions

But PLD Chairman . Yasser
Arafat said those measures
were not enough. He de-
manded all Jewish - settle-.
ments be removed from the
West Bank and Gaza.

The PLO also has de-

manded armed foreign troops

.in the territories — a step

Rabin says would compromise
Israel's control there — as well
as the disarming of settlers
and an expanded police force.

Mideast peace talks in
Washing
Sunday after Syria, Lebanon
and Jordan walked out in
support of the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation,

In a speech Monday to
parliament, Rabin en-

adamant.

mittee rejected the offer early
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MOSCOW, Mar 1: Russia
supported NATO's action in
shooting down four planes on a
bombing raid over Bosnia on
Monday but did not join the
western alliance in blaming
Bosnian Serbs for the incident,

*réports Reuter.

A Foreign Ministry state-
ment, Moscow's first official

reaction, said the identity of
the warplanes was not known
and that the Bosnian Serb high
command had denied respon-

sibility.
"Whoever carried out the
military sortie over Bosnia in

violation of the corresponding

" tions on a no-fly

UN Security Council resolu-
ne, it is they
who bear full responsibility for
what happened.” it said, ac-
cording to Itar-Tass news
agency.

NATO says the four planes
were Serb and that it struck
after they had carried out a
bombing raid on Muslim-held
territory.

Western governments are
keenly watching Moscow, fol-
lowing its change of tack over

* the past two weeks to present

itself as defender of the Serbs,
Russia's historical allies.

Bosnians Serh leader

Russm supports downing of
4 Serb planes over Bosnia

Radovan Karadzic arrived in

Moscow on Monday evening
for talks with Russia officials.

The Kremlin sharply eriti-
cised NATO's threat to bomb
Bosnian Serb artillery positions
around Sarajevo earlier this
month, an issue which opened
a rift between Moscow and the
West,

An Adviser to President
Boris Yeltsin, Andranik
Migranyan, also reacted criti-
cally on hearing first reports of
Monday's incident, saying they
were meant as a demonstra-
tion to Russia.

Alija fears
Serb assault

on Maglaj

SARAJEVO, Mar 1: Serb
forces may launched a final as-
sault on the besieged Bosnian
town of Maglaj while the
world's attention is distracted
by truces elsewhere in Bosnia
and NATO attacks on Serb
planes, th® Bosnian president
warned on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Alfja lzetbegovic said it was
possible the town could fall.

"The attention of the inter-
national community has been
diverted from a city exposed
for days to brutal attacks by the

Serbs.” Izetbegovic told a news

ronference in Sarajevo.

Little attention has been
paid to Maglaj as news has fo-
cused on NATO warplanes
which shot down four Serb jets
returning from a bombing raid
on Muslim arms facilities on
Monday. and troubled cease-
fires in Sarajevo and central
Bosnia.

Journalists and UN person-
nel are blocked from reaching
the enclave by besieging Serb
fonces and partly Croat troops.

The city of Maglaj, 9 kms,
north of Sarajevo, was cut of
from the rest of Muslim-led
Bosnian governmeni Lerritory

in the centre of the country by

a joint Serb and Bosnian Croat

ltln':h in June 1992

Lorena Bobbitt waves to supporters in Prince Wilham

Circuit Court in Manassas,

USA, Feb. 28 before her

conditiona)l release from custody. Bobbitt, who was found
not guilty last month of maiming her husband, John.

Bobbitt,

spent the last month undergoing psychiatric

evaluation at Cent.ral State Hospital in Petersburg

— AFP photo.

Ustad Amjad
Ali honoured

LONDON, Mar 1: Sarod
Maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan
has been accorded the title of
honourary visiting professor in
Indian classical music by the
University of York in Brltntn
reports PTI.

It is a fare hunnurbyaum
versity which has one of the
most reputed faculties of mu-
sic to one of the most charis-
matic exponents of classical
Indian musical traditions.

Professor John Payneter,
who heads the music faculty in
the University of York, said the
idea of a chair in classical India
music at York University came
from the High Commissioner
for India. L M Singhvi, during
one of his visits to the univer-
sity. '

He said it was an honour for
the university to have Ustad
Amjad Alli Khan as the first

hunuurm'f visiting profeuor in
Indian music.

Japan, US may
hold high-level
talks next week

" TOKYO, Mar 1: Japan and
the United States are consid-
ering holding a high-level
meeting on foreign affairs and
defence in Tokyo next week,
Japan's defence agency direc-
tor revealed today, says AFP.

General Kazuo Aichi told a
press conference a meeting
could take place when US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher visits Japan on
March 9-11.

US under-secretary of de-
fence Frank Wisner., accompa-
nying Christopher, wauld also
attend the meeting, he said.

Japan would be ted
bv Aichi and Foreign Minister
Tsutomu Hata, Japanese offi-
cials said.

US to back Major

1N TOW over
reforms in HK

WASHINGTON, Mar 1:
British Prime Minister John
Major won US support Monday
in London's row with Beljing
over democratic reforms in
Hong Kong, British officials
said, reports Reuter.

China reacted furiously last
week to the approval by Hong
Kong's legislature of the first
stage of the reforms. It said
Britain had slammed the door
shut on any chance of resum-
ing talks on how the colony
should be ruled once Britain
has handed it over to China in
1997.

Major, on a two-day US
visit, told Vice-President Al
Gore it would help if the
United States kept making
plain its support for more
democracy in the colony, offi-
cials sgid. Gore, who said
was a great admirer of
Hong Kong Gove
Patten, said Washi
do just that, they

in an interv

would

with Cabie

News Networkk, Major ex-
pressed confidence thati the
row with C could be over-
come.

These discussions aren't
" Major said. "But
are progressing "

chiefl in Moscow,

Sale Dtparlmtnt
spokesman Michael McCurry

initially declined to confirm
that Morris was the expe

lled
US Embassy officer. later when
told that Russian news media
had said it was Morris.

"McCurry said. "1 don't have any

reasor o dispute that."

The expulsions are part of
the fallout from the arrest last
week of Ames and his wife
Rosario Ames, on charges of
spying for Russia The Ameses
are accused of selling some of
America's most sensitive se-
crets to Mescow for 1.5 mil
lion dollars.

The Washingion Post
guoting court bapers filed by
lederal prosecutors. reported

in Tuesday's editions that Lhe
Ameses were paid at least 2.5

House press secretary,
further round of retaliation was

not expected.

tions against the CIA employ
should be put in a larger

spective,

| Dlplomatw retaliation over spy case.

million doliars.

Dee Dee Myers. the White
said a

" 'We do not expect to take

any more diplomatic action,”
she said. adding. however, that
the United States reserved the
right to move against any
Russians in the United States
who might be implicated later
in the Ames case.

Vice President Al Gore did

not explicitly rule out further
dipiomatic moves of Russia
but he siressed a desire to
ecase the strains arising [rom
the arrests of the Ameses.

"The impact of the allega

and the rela
between the Lin:te?

and Russia should not

termined by such an inc
he sald. "We have our

interest in contnuing
provement ol

relation
Rurssia. and we will se :

. Ames through hi:ﬁ!.u‘l—apr
pointed lawyer has s he will
fight the US char against
him. The attorn for his
Colombian-born ., who is a
former CIA in ant, has
criticised th overnment s
case but not @#xplicitly denied
the charges

The Amgeses are scheduled
to appeag before US Magistrate
Barry Poretz in suburban
Ale . Va, on Tuesday at a
h to determine whether
will continue to be held
without bail and whether the
case will be sent (o a grand

pary.

k

ton were suspended

Internatlonal_w
'PLO rejects major Israeli ([

German top model Claudia Schiffer wears a dress from

. the Gianni Versace Autumn/Winter 1994/95 "Instant”
collection presented at a fashion preview in Milan, Italy

Feb. 27.

— AFP photo

Mother offers to sell unborn -
child for $20,000
CLINTWOOD: On her 19th birthday, a woman pleaded
guilty Monday to offering to sell her unborn child for 20,000

dollars. She showed no emotion when a judge gave her a sus-
pended 12-month jail sentence, reports AP.

Stephanie Gail Owens admitted in a plea

that .

she and her husband, James.. agreed to sell either the boy due
to be born in a month for 20,000 dollars or their infant

daughter for 25,000 dollars.

The couple placed a newspaper advertisement in
December 1992 offering a baby for adoption. In a letter to his
father, Owens said they were selling everything to move from
this poor coal-mining area in central Appalachia to Alabama.

Whitney Houston nominated
for 4 Grammy Awards

UNDATED: Whitney
winning all four Grammy

Houston says she isn't

on

Awards she's nominated for but if

she makes a clean sweep. she could earn a big payoff. reports

AP.

Eric Clapton, Natalie Cole and Bonnie Raitt have ajl cashed

in with big Grammy Award nights.

"A lot of people are saying to me. 'Oh. Whitney, you got it
in the bag.” she told TV Guide recently. "But I'm like, hey, I'm
just going to wait and see what happens. [ don't build myseif

up for the big letdown."

The 36th annual ceremony will be held at 0100 GMT
Wednesday at New York City's Radio City Music Hall. .

Miss Houston has the chance to make it an even dozen
trophies in a month at Tuesday's recording industry awards

show.

ROK, DPRK to reopen
border talks tomorrow

SEOUL, Mar 1 Nort]'l Korea
has agreed to hold a border
meeting to disuss an exchange

of presidential envoys with
' South Korea on Thursday, a

spokesman of the National
Unification Board (NUB) said
here today. reports AFP.

The spokesman said the
North had agreed that the
on Thursday could be

held on the southern side of

the truce village of
Panmunjom, as proposed
Monday by Seoul.

"We propose to have the
fourth working-level contact
for the exchange of special en-
voys at the peace house on the
southemt side of Panmonjom at
10 Q'clock on the, 3rd of

Margh.” the spokesman quoted -

the North Korean message as
‘saying.

The response to the Seuth
Korean proposal, replayed by
hot line at Panmunjom, came
as an inspection team from the

International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) was scheduled
to arrive in the North Korean

capital of Pyongyang from
Beijing.

The IAEA team is to resume
inspections of the North's

seven declared nuclear sites
after a year-long gap, during
which Pyongyang threatened
to pull out of the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty, raising

fears it was developing an
atomic bomb.
The NUB: spokesman said

South Korea was to have an-
nounced the cancellation of
joint US-South Korean 'team
spirit’ military mln:uﬂ:rof
Tuesday afternoon.

"But..becaulcofthcddlyhy
North Korea in replying to the

" South's invitation Monday to

hold border talks, the an-
nouncement will also be de-
layed until the (Thursday's)

border talks are held,’ the
spokesman said.

Seoul' had on Monday pro-
pose that the meeting on the
exchange of envoys be held
early today. the day the IAEA
inspectors arrived in

Pyongyang.

Resolution of the nuclear
impgsse. and the holding of a
third round of high-level talks
between Washington and
Pyengyang are tied to the
North allowing the IAEA in-
spections and exchange of en-
voys with the South.

John Russell a Justice
Department spokesman. said
Monday that more than one
government witness was
scheduled to present "fairly
colourful” testimony Tuesday
supporting the government’s
contention that the Ameses, if
allowed out on bail, would be
an unacceptable risk to flee
the country.

In court papers [iled
Monday in Tesponse to the re-
quests for bail, the “utors
said newly uncovered evidence
"suggests that their 'ill-gotten
gains' are substantially greater
and raise their take to well
over 2.5 million dollars.” the
Fost reported.

Poretz on Monday dended a
motion by Ames' atterney,
Plato Cacheris. to allow Ames
to appear Tuesday in sireet

to have ended

clothing. Ames will appear in
prison garb. Assistant US
Attorney Mark J Hulkower had
opposed the motion on
grounds that a Supreme Court
ruling that defendants are
prejudiced by appearing in
prison clothing applies only at

u-h&fﬂ Dennis DeConcind,
chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, said
in an Interview with The
Associated Press on Monday
that CIA Director R James
Woolsey and FBI officials had
briefed committee members
over the weekend on the Ames

ﬁw CIA believes, but ap-
parently cannot prove, Lhat
Ames exposed at least 10
Soviet-bloc intelligence off}-
cers who were sec work-
ing for the CIA

Kim Jong Il
makes public

appearance

Tokyo, Mar 1: Kim Jong Il
the son and heir apparent of

North Korean strongman Kim
Il Sung, has made his first
public appearance in over two °
months, reports AP.

+ The official Korean Central
News Agency said Kim Johg Il
met Monday with Ho Jong
Man, a leading Korean resident
of Japan, at Ho's

The report. mnnitnrﬂd in
Tokyo, said the two had an

amicable conversation and that
the North Korean leader ar-
rmﬂmm for Ho.

s of Ho's organisa-
tion, the General Association of
Korean Residents in .

were nat immediately
to comment on the report.



