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NEWS BRIEFS
PM's donation

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday donated
Taka 25 thousand each as fi
nancial assistance w the father
of Shaheed Nur Hossain and
wife of Shaheed rickshawpuller
Abdul Awal. Nur and Awal were
killed during the anti-autocracy
movemnent, reports BSS

The couniry's ten top com-
panies will be awarded today in
recognition ol their perfor
mance. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected (0o
distribute awards among the
companies at a function al
Osmany Memorial Hall ai
10:30 am. Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman will attend as
special guest while DSE
Chatirman Khurshid Alam will

preside, reports UNB.
WB team meets
Moyeen Khan

State Minister for Planning
Dr Abdul Moyveen Khan has
said that decentralisation at
local level and participation of
people from different social
strata would be ensured in
preparing future plan He said
this while he was with
a World Bank delegation led by
its visiting Director Ms Ann
Hamiilton. according to an offi
cial handout in Dhaka yester
day. reports BSS.

Heroin seized

COX'S BAZAR., Mar [. A
special squad of the 37 battal
lon of Bangladesh Rifles in a
raid recovered one kilogram of
heroin worth about Taka one
crore from a Chittagong bouncd
bust at Ramu check post today
reports BSS.
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Pandemonium i1n Parhament

The Parliament yesterday
witnessed a total pandemo-
nium following a comment of
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda, which the opposition
members termed as 'an insult
to their religious feelings'.

The entire opposition led
by Awami League chief anpd
Leader of the Opposition Shei-
kh Hasina staged a walkout in
protest against Huda's speech

in which he remarked with an.

oblique reference to the oppo-
sition members that "They
have sudderily become Mus—
lims."

The Information Mlniat:r#
however, immediately ‘regre-
tted and withdrew' his com-
ment while Deputy Speaker

By Staff Correspondent

Humayun Khan Panni ex-
punged the 'opening parts' of
the speech to pacify the op-
position but the opposition
demanded an ‘unconditional
apology' on the floor from
Huda.

Immediately after Huda's
comment, several opposition
members started shouting and
slamming files on the table,
plunging the House into a total
chaos. Some treasury bench
members also shouted back.

An apparently helpless
Deputy Speaker gave the floor
to Deputy Leader of the House
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury

who said amid uproar that the

Information Minister had al-
ready withdrawn his comment.

position stages Wa]kout
over Huda’s comment

Before the pandemonium,
the House was discussing the
possibility of fixing a date for
general discussion to condemn
the Hebron carnage in which
more than 60 Palestinians
were killed and many others
injured.

Later, at a press briefing
opposition leader of the House
Sheikh Hasina,  on behalf of
the combined opposition, said
they would not take part in the
session unless the information
minister apologises. In a sepa-
rate press conference Deputy
Leader of the House Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury said

withdrawal of one's speech |

tantamounts to apology and
See Page 12 Cal 1
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Opposition demands an

unconditional apology

By Staff Correspondent

The leaders of the opposi-
tion parties in parliament yes-
terday said it would be difficult
for them to return to the
House unless the Information
Minister made an uncondi-
tional apelogy for the ‘dero-
gatory remarks' he had made
about them.

The opposition leaders
were speaking at a joint press
briefing at the Jatiyva Sangsad
chamber of the Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina.

Sheikh Hasina strongly
condemned Huda's comments
and said it would be difficult
for them to go back to the
House unless Nazmul Huda
made an 'unqualified apology.'
She. however, said the opposi-
tion leaders would meet this
morming to evaluate the situa-

tion. i

The Leader of the
Opposition said Huda's com-
ments amounted to expressing
sympathy for the Jews. We do
not know the reason behind
the Information Minister's af-
fection for the Jews., she
added.

Speaking about her party's
sympathy for the Islamic Um-
mah, Hasina told newsmen
that it was the Mujib Govern-
ment which had joined the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC), set up the
Islamic Foundation and the
Madrasa Board and banned al-
cohol and gambling in the
country. |

Accusing Huda of ‘always
creating problems' in the

See Page 12 Col 1

Salam criticises
Hasina

BNP Secretary General and
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder yesterday strongly

condemned baseless charges of

corruption made by the Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina against minis-
ters and the government, re-
ports BSS.

In a

statement, Safam

Talukder said that the Leader of

the Opposition in her press
briefing on Monday at the
Jatiya Sangsad had not only
described the govermnment as
corrupt but went to the extent
of bringing false allegations
against even the Prime Minister.
" Barrister Talukder said the
Leader of the Opposition by
making such untrue and mis-
leading statements was seeking
to gain cheap popularity.
The BNP Secretary General

See Page 12 Col 1

Remarks were withdrawn,
"expunged: B Chy

Deputy Leader of Parliament
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury

yesterday expressed the hope-

that the opposition would re-
turn to the House by upholding
democratic traditions and
spirit, reports BSS.

Briefing newsmen at his
Sangsad Bhaban office, the
Deputy Leader of the House
said unpleasant incidents in
Parliaments all over the world
were not uncommeon and those
were being solved by express-
ing regrets and expunging rel-
evant words or conunernts

He said if anvbody was hurt
due to certain comments dur
ing the discussion in the
House yesterday. it was imme-
diately r:grcttrd and the re-
marks ‘were withdrhwn. The
Deputy Speaker who was in
the chair also expunged the
relevant portion from the pro-

ceedings, he added.

Prof Chowdhury said the
present Parliament elected
through free and fair elections
was the symbol of hopes and
aspirations of the people. With
a view to making this
Parliament effective, the gov-
ernment was always accom-
modatie, he said and pointed
out that at the same time the
opposition should behave re-
sponsibly .

The Deputy Leader said he
had made it clear in the House
that the treasury bench was
willing to discuss the Hebron
massacre and adopt resolution
condemning the incident once
again. He hoped that the oppo-
sition *woyd return to the
House and make their contri
butions in this regard.

He said in parliamentary

See Page 12 Col 6
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'Sometimes they

embarrass us'

By Staff Correspondent

A ruling party MP yesterday
said in Parliament that the

speeches of some ministers
sometimes embarrassed the
treasury bench.

"Possibly the Information
Minister failed to put his words
correctly but some of the com-
ments of ministers sometimes
embarrass us,” Ziaur Rahman
Zia said.

His observation came follow-
ing a comment of the
Information Minister which
triggered an uproar in the
House,

"They should be cautious in
passing comments,” he said
without elaborating. :

Later, at a press briefing,
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
said in reply to a question
“These should be discussed in
the party forum but not in the
House."
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tar Round-Table

The country's policy plan-
ners and development workers

yesterday said the poor are

highly efficient and capable of
generating investment

However, they stressed. the
poor should have access to re-
sources to help them eliminate
their poverty

These observations came at
a Round Table on Pro-poar
Planning organised by The
Daily Star at a local hotel

The discussion at the
Round Table centred round
the notions that growth should
be the main focus for poverty
alleviation as pursued by the
World Bank and that the prob
lem of poverty should be
solved (o ensure the growth of
the economy

The round-table on "Pro-

By Staff Correspondent

poor Planning in Bangladesh;
How Important it is and How
Seriously are We Pursuing it"
moderated by The Daily Star
Editor Mahfuz Anam, was par-
ticipated by Finance Minister
M Saiflur Rahman Matia
Chowdhury MP. Rashed Khan
Menon MP, Owaise Sadaat of
the World Bank. Dr SK

Detailed Story on Page-6

Magsood Ali of the Planning
Commission, Khushi Kabir of
the ADAB and other represen-
tatives of different national and
international development
agencies.

The participants spoke of
the need for injecting more
funds into the social services
sectors for eradicatdon of
poverty, instead of taking

KHAGRACHHARI Mar | |
want to return to teaching
said 34 year old Kanu Lal Cha-
kma who started his life anew
at his home at Kukichhara
village of Khagrachhan hill
district

Kanti has started rebuilding
his house on a hill top with the
corrugated iron sheets and
other building materials re-
cetved as assistance from the
government immediately on
his return to Bangladesh from
Tripura in India where he
along with 50 thousand others
ifke hitn had the better expe

The poor can generate investment

piecemeal relief programmes.

The Finance Minister said,
the government had already
reallocated money from delin-

‘quent sectors to health, edu-

cation and other social sectors.

"We believe that maximum
output with minimum invest-
ment is the best way to achieve
growth. We are spending more
for infrastructure development
because people will be getting
jobs.” Saifur said. "There is no
alternative to creating job op-
portunities for the people to
get rid of poverty.” he added.

He also stressed the need
for spending in the areas
which will ge to the vulnerable
groups.

"Uniless you have resources.
you cannot go for larger in-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Handcuﬂ'ed Pa]estlman prisoners ﬂash V-signs hahmd the wmdnw of the Isrdeli prison van on
their way to freedom in Ramallah in the West Bank yesterday.

Israel frees 500 | Flat VAT rates for

Palestinians

JERUSALEM, Mar 1: Israel
released about 500 Pales-
tinlans today in a bid to calm
the fury ignited by the Hebron
massacre, but Palestinians
warned that much more will
be needed before Middle East
peace talks resume, reports
AFP.

Military officials said there
would be further releases
Wednesday and a total of up to
500 by the end of the week,

However, former
Palestinian spokesman Hanan
Ashrawi dismissed the gesture
as window-dressing when
more than 10,000 Palestinians
are in Israeli jails.

A dozen army buses loaded
with Palestinians left the
Ketziot military prison in the
Negev desert during the morn-
ing heading for the territories.

The olficials said none of

See Page 12 Col 4

Order restricting
private diesel
import rejected

By Staff Correspondent

A division bench of the High
Court Division yesterday de-
clared illegal a government
order withholding the dis-
charge of a consignment of
diesel oil imported by a pri-
vale firm and ordered the im-
mediate release of the cargo.

The bench comprising
Justice Ismailuddin Sarker and
Justice Hamidul Huq, gave the
judgement on a writ petition
filed by @C Petroleum Ltd
challenging the government
order issued on January 5.

The lawyers for the peti-
tioner said the government
order was illegal as the current
import policy excluded such
petroleum products from the
control list making the item
freely importable,

See Page 12 Col 3

Muggers stab 2
traffic police

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers stabbed two traffic
police constables near the
Gulistan zero-point before being
arrested by a Detective Branch
(DB) team following a chase
yesterday morning.

Pursued by the DB men,
three muggers who were spee-
ding away by an autorickshaw
stabbed the constables when
tried to halt the vehicle around
7 in the morning.

Constables Bakiar Rahman
and Nirmal Kumar Biswas were
admitted to the Dhaka Medial
College Hospital (DMCH). The
later. who suffered stab injuries
on the abdomen. was in the in-
tensive care unit (ICU) till filing
of this report last night. Doctors
stated his condition to be
ous.

The three-member D
led by Sub-Inspector ur

See Page 12 Col 3#

Hopes run high among tribal

From Nurul Alam

riences of camp life
Kanti. who is among the
H49 DBangladeshi tribal
refugees from 379 families to
return voluntarily in the first
batch under a negotiated
agreemenit betweeri Dhaka and
New Delhi has a six-member
family .

He said "Shantibahmni men
foreed us to get across the
horder in 1989 along with 200
others from here as our house
was Near an army camp When
Shantibahini men used (o
comne here and attack the army
camp. 8 heavy exchange of fire

frequently took place over our

"Before leaving for camps in
India. | worked here as a
teacher in a local high school
and | lived pretty affluently.’
said Kanti in a mood of expec-
tation to get back his job for
leading a normal life as before.
After his return, he is now liv
ing with his parents.

Kanti. standing in front of
his under-construction house,
told this correspondent
he was no more intere to
flee home again

‘1 will live and die here,” he

returnees

said with determination,

Kanti said. his father Sharat
Chandra ,Chakma 55. along
with his mother and a sister,
earlier had come back secretly
ffom the Indian camp dodging
the eyes of the security men in
| 990

When asked., Sharat, who
was standing beside, said "I
came back only after staying
for 10 months as | have buf-
fdloes and landed property
here. | am to look after those."

"But | feel jealous of the

who were repatriated
Sce Page 12 Col 4

.— AFP photo

small,

service sector units

By Sohel Manzur

The government has de-
cided to fix flat rates of the
Value Added Tax (VAT) for the
enterprises of services sector
and small scale manufatluring
sector instead of charging 15
per cent of their total value
addition, according to official
SOUrces.

Of the enterprises of the
manufacturing sector, those
who have to pay the turn over
tax or those who have an an-
nual sales of upto Tk 7.5 lakh,
would be brought under the
new system of VAT collection.

The reason for introducing
the new system, as stated by

some NBR officials, is to stop

corrupt practices of the VAT
officials while evaluating the
value addition.

According to sources. the

small traders are olten sub-
jected to harassment by the
VAT officials since most of
them do not maintain the pa-
pers of their sales or profit and
loss accounts properly. The
VAT collectors, taking advan-
tage of the situation, have been
making money . illegally,
thereby depriving the govern-
ment of a huge amount of rev-
enue, the sources pointed out.

The existing VAT rules will,
however, be applied more
strictly to ensure proper col-
lectioni from the other large
scale industrial units.

The new system of VAT col-
lection was introduced for the
sweetmeat producers hotels
and restaurants and, according
to sources. this has almost

See Page 12 Col 7

SC rejects appeal for

stay of repolling

By Staff Correspondent

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court has re-
jected the petition for stay of
the repolling in the three
centres of the Dhaka City
Corporation scheduled to be
held tomoérrow.

Abul Ahsan Talukder, a
commissioner candidate of
Ward No 57 moved a provi-

sional petition for stay of repoll

in the three centres.

The Appellate Division,
comprising five judges. includ-
ing the Chief Justice in the
chair, summarily rejected the
petition after hearing the
matter.

Advocate Khandaker

See Page 12 Col 8
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Dhaka appreciates
NATO air strikes
on Serbs

Bangladesh tes the
NATO air strikes under UN
resolution on the Serbian ag-

. gressors in Bosnia-Herze-
X m‘l j
- American fighters on

Monday shot down four
Serbian planes that defied
warning signals and violated
UN no-fly zone in Bosnia.

"Appropriate action has
been taken ultimately to im-
plement the UN decisions,”
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman told UNB
yesterday.

He said: "Belligerent coun-
tries should be dealt” with
properly under the ‘dniversal
norms."

In this context. Mostafiz re-
iterated Dhaka's resolute stand
on the predominanfly Hmifm
republic of the former Yugznllv '
federation. -

"Bangladesh stands fnr in-
dependence, sover ty and
territorial integrity of Bosnia-
Herzegovina," he added.

Prokrichi rejects
review body
on 'anomalies'

By Staff Curfeapondent
The leaders of the Prokri-

chi-BCS Central Action Council

have rejected the gov-
ernment's reported decision
to form a high-power comrhit-
tee to review the demands of
different cadres and remove
service anomalies.

At a meeting in the city
yesterday, the Prokrichi lead-
ers observed that the ap- .
pointment of a former minis-
ter and cabinet secretary of
the ousted government to head
the committee for reviewing
the decisions of a democratic
government was 'disgraceful.’

"It is also derogatory and

See Page 12 Col 3

Fire in garments
factory: 50 hurt

By Staff Cnrres.popdent_

At least 50 garments work-
ers, mostly women, were in-
jured in a stampede when they
ran for safety after a fire broke
out in the factory at Purana
Paltan in the city yesterday
afternoon.

Many of the panic-stricken
workers of the Miti Apparels
even jumped from the first or
second floor of the building.

The fire, that reportedly
originated from an electric short
circuit. on the foyrth floor how-
ever, had died down before the
firemen arrived.
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