10 The Denly Star

—

Nirman cricket

Dhanmondi Govt,

Scholastica
in final
Sports Reporter

Dhanmondi Govt High
S¢hool and Scholastica moved
‘into the final of the 12th
Nirman Schools cricket cham-
pionship for Dhaka zone win-
ning their respective semni-finals
at two different city venues yes-

At the Dhanmondi Club
ground, Dhanmondi Govt High
School recoerded a facile 84-run
win over Udyan Bidalay to en-
sure a to the finale.

Sent into bat, Dhanmondi
were all out for 219 in’ 34.5
overs.

Sundries deposited the high-
est contribution 45 while
Munna and Sumon contributed
33 each followed bylhl;'iiu (27).
Dipu (23) arid Anjan (18).

Prince, Hmh:r‘jmt successful

bowler. claimed three
wickets for 21 runs while Moin
and Shanto took two wickets

Ch-lllng 220 for victory |

Udyan were capitulated for 135

‘runs in 31.3 overs after being
strongly placed at 76 for two in .
14 overs.

Tanvir, who du:ﬂed with the
ball had did most of the damage
claiming five wickets for only 12
runs. He was well assisted by
teammate Shaon who took two
for 26.

The notable scorers for
Udayan were Raihan (31),
Khadim (20) and Asad (18 not
out) while extras amounted 35.

In the other match of the
day. Scholastica earned a 57-
run victory over Govt
Laboratpry School on the west-
ern strip of Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium.

Batting first, Scholastica
scored 157 for seven in the -al-
lotted 35 overs and then went
on the skittle Govt Laboratory
out for 100 with more than two
overs to spare.

Yasir, the most suceessful
Scholastica batsmen, ham-
mered 59 followed by Rubaiyat
who contributed 20.

In the Govt Laboratory in-
nings, three batsmen — Jony
(22), Faruque (24) and Rumi
(12) made it to the double digit.

Mahtab took four wickets for
21 runs for the winners while
Samir and Junaed bagged two
wickets each.

The final between Dhanm-
ondi Govt School and Schol-
astica will be held at the
Dhanmondi Club ground on

‘The losing semifinalists

Udayan Bidalay and Govt

School qualified for

the final round by virtue of hav-

. ing booked berths in the last
four form Dhaka zone.

The [inal round of the
championship comprising 23
district zonal schoal finalists
and the four semifinalists from
Dhaka zone will be held some-
time in April.

Colts’ cncket
final round

from today

Sports Reporter

The final phase of the 18th
BEXIMCO national youth
cricket championship compris-
ing nine teams divided into two
groups will beg'ln in the capital
today.

Salman F Rahman, vice
chairman of BEXIMCO, the
sponsor of the competition, will
inaugurate the rmeet at the
Dhaka Stadium at 9 am.

The teams — Chittagong,

Jessore, Dinajpur and Dhaka

will play in group ‘A’ while
Sylhet, Satkhira. Rajshahi,
Comilla and BKSP in group 'B'.

Four matches will be held bn
the opening day. .

Comilla wil] face Rajshahi at
the Dhaka Stadium, BKSP will
take - on Sylhet at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
(East). Dhaka meet Dinajpur at
the Pallabi City Club ground

while Chittagong will play
Jessore in other matchof
the day at tlg¢ Jagannath Hall
ground.

Orange Free State
all out for 264

- BLOEMFONTEIN, South
Africa, Feb 28: Orange Free
State were all out for 264 in
their first innings in reply to
Australid's 450 for eight de-
_clared at the close of the second
day of their four-day cricket
match at Springbok Park an
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Scores:
. Australia 1st innings: 450/8
- declared (M Waugh 154, S
Waugh 102, M Slater 65)..

- Orange Free State lst in-
nings: 264 (L Wilkingson 53, M
Arthur' 51; T May 5/98).

Old Ideals
Tokai h'ball

Sports Reporter .
The Old Ideals Tokai hand-
ball competition '94 ynder the
auspices of Bangladesh Hand-
ball Players Wellare Association
will commence o March 5.
Interested times are re-
quested to file their entry
within March 3 at the Handball
Federation office.
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Pa.hut.an f:apt.lln bahm Malik holds aloft the tmphy after winning the three- Test series against New Zealand 2-1. New °

s

Zealand defeated Pakistan in the third and final Test in Christchurch yesterday.

Tenacious Thomson times maiden ton sweetlz

Some solace for New Zealand

CHRISTCHURCH,
New Zealand, Feb
28: A maiden Test
century by Shane
Thomson steered
| ———""" New Zealand to a
five wicket win over Pakistan
on the last morning of the
third and final Test today,
reports Reuter.

Set 324 to win, New
Zealand started the day need-
ing just 47 with six second
innings wickets standing and
com their task within an
hour. Their previous highest
score to win a Test was 278
for eight, also against Pakistan,
in Dunedin in 1985.

Pakistan won the first two
Tests by five wickets and an
innings and 12 runs respec-
tively to take the series 2-1.

Captain Salim Malik brought

himself on in the 10th over of
the momming to bowl his occa-
sional leg spinners and Blain
promptly dispatched his third
ball over the mid wicket

Malik then turned to part-
timer Saeed Anwar Blain
hit the last ball over long off
for four to win the match.

The match was turned

_around by a 154-run partner-

ship between Thomson and
Bryan Young. whose maiden
Test .century in his fourth Test
anchored the innings.

The New Zealanders took
just 52 minutes to get the runs

in the merning despite facing
another barrage of hostile

bowling from Wagar Younis and
Wasim Akram.
Their only real hiccup came

‘as Young's innings of nearly

seven hours spread over three
days ended when Akram
bowled him.

T.omson kept attacking
the bowling and was well sup- .
ported by wicketkeeper Tony
Blain. Thomson finished 120
not out and Blain on 11. Akram
took 25 wickets in the series.

After being dismissed for

200 in their first innings they
trailed by 144, but they gave
themselves a glimmer of a
chance when, led by fast
bowler Danny Morrison, they
rolled Pakistan out .for 179 in
their second innings.
" At 133 for four and with
their most experienced bats-
men out by mid-afternoon on
the fourth day, New Zealand's
hopes seemed to have evapo-
rated.

Young's innings was one bf
massive concentration, includ-
ing just seven fours in his 416-
ball innings.

Thomson, on the other
hand; attacked the bowling
and was never afraid to hook
and pull Wagar and Akram.

Thomson, 93 overnight,
gave the crowd a few anxious

moments until he flicked an

Akram bouncer over the wick-
etkeeper's outstiretched gloves
to reach his ﬂnt century in his
séventh Test.

He celebrated in the next
over by on-driving and cutting

Younis for two fours and hook-
ing him for anothers two.

In all, the 25-year-old hit
15 fours and two sixes in his
167 ball innings.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the third
Test between New Zealand and
Pakistan today.

PAKISTAN: First innings
344 (Basit All 103, Sacad An-
war 69).

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings 200 (A Jones 81, Wagqar
Younis 6-78).

PAKISTAN: Second innings
179 (Basit Ali 67, D Morrison

4-66)

NEW ZEALAND: Second in-
nings
Young b Akram 120

Hartland ¢ Inzamam b Akram 10
Jones run out 26
Rutherford Ibw b Akram 13
Greatbatch ¢ Inzamam b Wadar |
Thomson not out 120
Blain not out 11
Extras: (Ib-5. nb-18) 23
Total: (for five wickets) 324

Fall of wickets: 1-22; 2-76;
3-119; 4-133; 5-287

Bowling: O M R W
Akram 38 6105 3
W 27 6 84 1
HE 16 0 59 0O
Raza 19 5 49 0O
Sohatl 2 1 5 0
Malik 4 I 13 0
Anwar 1 0 4 O

New Zealand womn by five
wickets.

Pakistan win series 2-1.

Angels b'ball champ

Sports Reporter

Angels Clpb emerged cham-
pions in the Partex First
Division basketball league beat-
ing Gregs 67-60 in a breath-
taking encounter at the QOuter
Stadium yesterday.

It was a crucial match for
both team needing a victory to
decide the title. Angels suc-
cessfully performed their job.

With this win Angels lev-
elled points with the Gregs,
who collected 20 peoints from
their 11 league matches.

'Angels, who have one match
to spare, =against last year's
champions Azad Boys on
March 8.- The inconsequential
match wouldn't make any
change to Angels’ title,

If they lose to Azad on that
day. their yesterday's win
against the other title con-
tender the Gregs will give
them the privilege of becom-
ing the champions.

The courageous boys from
the two teams struggled with
the ball right from the very be-
ginning of the play.

Amidst the cheers from a
full packed audience, Angels
showed their superiority with
a 36-35 lead in the first half.

The two teams proceeded
nail to nail from the starting of
the second half.

Once Angels widened the
gap by two points, the Gregs
chased them from behind.

Thus the scoreboard stayed
41-41 in one stage of the sec-
ond half,

Then the seemingly top.

boys from Angels dazzled with

Jadukar Samad
soccer begins
today

Sports Reporter
The Jadukar Samad Smriti
football tournament begins at
the OQuier Stadium today.
Twelve teams divided into
four groups will take part in the
round robin league competition.
Shajahan Smriti Sangsad
will take on Begumganj Udayan
Juba Sangha in the opening
match at 3 pm.

mun, Raju, Siddiqur, Dulal and

their caging capability. Dulal |

and Siddigque once again
sounded the scoreboard which
finally showed 67-60 for the
winners.

Dulal top scored with 28
while Siddigue scored 17 for
the winners.

Igbal Hossain Ami. the
Gregs skipper. caged 22 while,
Shahed Ali caged 14 for the
losers.

After the play, the Gregs
boys left the court with all
tears while Angels enjoyed
their third title. )

Earlier, Angels became
champions in 1989, 1991.
They were the runners-up in
the last year.

TEAMS
ANGELS: Rehan (cap), Ma-

Mintu.
THE GRAGES: Ami (cap).
Anup, Faisal, Khaled, Shahed

Ali. Rinku, Apu and Asil.
Solari fills
Beenhakker's
void . |
RIYADH. Feb 28: Jorge
Solari, a member of the Argen-

tinian side at the 1966 World
Cup, has been appointed as

Saudi Arabian coach for their
World Cup campaign, reports |

AFP

utatemc;ft released by the
government Youth and Sports
Department said Solari was ex-
pected to take up his appoint-
ment on Thursday.

Solari
Dutchman Leo Beenhakker,
sacked on February 19.

The Saudi Federation said - .

Beenhakker's style had not
suited the players.

Beenhakker, who had only
been in the post
November, said the decision
was because he expected play-
ers to train twice a day instead
of three times a week.

Beenhakker is reported to
have threatened to use videos of
the Saudi team and training
plans, to help the Dutch side
who are in the same qualifying

group at the World Cup finals in
America.

takes over from.

since -

S 1 AFC to take cue

~ from UEFA

HONG KONG, Feb 28: The
Asian Football Confetleration is
set to take a leaf from big
brother UEFA's competition
format with the start of the
Asian Super Cup, reports AFP.

If the proposed Super Cup
follows the UEFA format it
would pit the Thai Farmers
side, surprise winners of the
Asian. Club Championships
earlier this month, against the
winners of the upcoming Asian

| Cup Winners Cup final between

South China of Hong Kong and
Saudi Arabia‘'s Al Qadisiyah.
The Cup-would be decided over
two legs, according to O'Brien.

conference in Tokyo yesterday.

—AFP phut,n

Ignomnce or
indifference?

NEW YORK. Feb 28: With
the World Cup about four
months away, only 20 per cent
of Americans even realise it's
being played in the United
States, reports AP.

A Harris Poll released
Sunday said only 25 per cent
of Americans knew that the
World Cup involves soccer and
just 18 per cent are aware f{t
will be played in 1994,

Fifty-three per cent of
Americans said they aren't in-
terested in watching a World
Cup game on television. and 62
per cent said they have no in-
terest In attending one of the
games.

The survey of 1,252 adults
was conducted from Feb. 2-6
and has an error margin of 3
per cent.

Soccer officials last week
expressed approval for the job
they've done in promoting the
World Cup, which will be
played in nine cities from June
17-July 17.

Alan Rothenberg, chairman
of the US organisers, sald it
was unrealistic to expect more
coverage without a major na-
tional league. Joao Havelange,
the head of soccer's world
governing body, said in
Decerpber he was happy with
any improvement.

It appears all of the approx-
imately

3.5 million tickets for
the 52 games will be sold, but
a large percentage was desig-
nated for foreigners and insid-
ers in the US soccer commu:y
nity.

The 20 per cent who are
aware the tournament is in the
United States represents an
increase — up from 13 per
cent in a similar Harris Poll
last October. The 18 per cent
who know the World Cup will
be played in 1994 was up from
11 per cent in October.

The 25 per cent figure of
those who are aware the World
Cup involves soccer is up from
21 per cent last autumn. Those
not . interested in , Watching
games on television’ decreased
2 per cent and those not in-
terested 'in attending games
declined 7 per cent.

Those very interested in at-

cent from 10 per ¢ent, and.
those very interested in watch

ing a game on television rose.
to 1 per :‘Ent from 13 per
et

. Brazilian football legend Zico, team leader of Japan's
Kashima Antlers, answers question during a press

— AFP photo

Sirajganj by eight

wickets to mowve
into the zonal
final of the Pepsi
Cup 20th natio-

nal cricket c p at
the Pabna Stadium :
Put into bat, Sir wer s

all out for 129 in 38.] overs.

Nayan top scored with 29
while Ross hit 27 for

Kallol claimed three fnr
nine for Kushtia.

Saidul knocked a sparkling
62 in the process of Kushtia's
win. Shafigur made 37.

Six eother teams also ad-
vanced to the zonal finals win-
ning their respective matches
held across the country yester-
day.

At Sylhet, a superb bowling
performance by Igbal earned
his tearn Mymensingh an easy
seven-wicket win over
Sherpur.

Batting first, Sherpur were
bundled out for 68 in 29.1
DVETS.

igbal, who took seven wick-
ets for only 11 runs, was well
assisted by Liton with two for
17 and Nasim one for two.

Mymensingh then wrapped
up the match posting 69 for
three in 12.4 overs.

tending a game rose to 15 per -

Liton remained not out on
30 for the winners.

At Jhenidah. Barisal recor-
ded a 13 run win over Khulna.

Barisal batted first and piled

up 195 runs for nine in the al-
lotted 45 overs.

Asif hit a half—tmt,ury while

Kushtia trounced

DHAKA TUESDAY, MARCH 1

Monou made 36.

Inu captured three wickets
giving away 30 runs for Khulna.
in reply. Khulna could
muster 182 before being

bowled out with five balls to -

spare.

25, and 30 respectively were
the Khulna mainstay.

Niaz with three for 25 and
Mazbi with three for 27 were

successful amongst the Barisal
bowlers.

At Chandpur Dhaka reco-
rdedlmﬂ_ﬂrunﬁn

over Madaripur.

Dhaka scored 287 for seven
in the stipulated 45 overs.
Durjoy

innings.
Chasing a h tar of
238 to win, . -

were all
mﬂi:_:rlllhﬂlm
Rangpur. Bogra beat

""Mbym-tkﬂ-h
reach the zonal final.

Nawabganj were all out for
186 in 44.4 overs. Pinki with
59 contribuled most with the
willow for the losers.

Bogra gathered 190 runs for
eight in 44.5 overs.

Sahidul top scored with
41 not out for the winners.

Rangpur trounced Kurigram
to advance to the Dinajpur
zone [inal encounter.

Kurigram innings were
bundied out for 53 in 20 overs.
Babul with four for 17 and
Pavel with three for 10 per-
fnrnwd the two best bowling

1994

1 Seven more in zonal finals
Reporter

figure for Rangpur.

Rangpur reached their
target 54 at the cost of two
wickets in 22 .4 overs.

At Barisal, Jhalakathi de-
feated Jhenidah by four wick-
eis.

Jhalakathi piled up 2086 for
five in the allotted 45 overs.

Jiban. Shaheen and Pranab
with 42, 27

filled their wining
posting 208 for six with two

ing away 19 runs while Himrul
mptmadttuwﬁrm

Graf in groove, none need move

INDIA WELLS. Ca-
lifornia, Feb I8:

I Gral of Germany
_. continuwed her do-
mination of wo-
men's tennis by beating sixth-
seeded Amanda Coetzer of So-
uth Africa 6-0. B8-4 in 57
minutes to win the 400,000
dollars Evert Cup on Sunday.
reports Reuter.

Graf, who has not lost a set
in 17 matches this year, cap-
tured her - third title of 1994.
In January., the top-ranked
Graf won the Australian Open,
the first Grand Slam event of
the year.

Grafl earned 80,000 dollars
for her fourth consecutive win
in as many matches over
Coetzer, while Coetzer col-
lected 36,000 dollars.

Gral dominated the first
set, dropping only four points
on her serve, and took a 1-0
lead over Coetzer in the sec-
ond set, without allowing the
South African baseliner to find
any rhythm on her ground-
strokes, her strong suit.

Coetzer, 16 in the world,
held her serve for 1-1 and the
crowd cheered loudly in hopes
that the match would become

Top seeded Steffi”

more competitive, but Graf
kept Coetzer pinned to the
baseline and took a 5-2 lead.
As Grafl seemed to lose con-
centration, Coetzer brought
the set back on serve to 4-5

- STEFFI GRAF

. when she broke Graf in the

Coetzer and close out
match.

Graf's concentration .wa-
vered in four of her five
matches at the hard court
tournament this week, but she

"Sometimes it would be nice to
be in a tighter situation. | had a
little trouble today. | made a
few mistakes, which was up-
setting because | wasn't under
any pressure when | made
them." : '
Coetzer, who lost the final
here last year to American
Mary Joe Fernandez after hav-
ing two match points, said that
the only way to beat Graf is to
play aggressively. |
“1 think you have to be able
to come to the net to beat
her," said Coetzer. "You can't
do it from the baseline, but
phﬁngthenet is not one of
my strong points. She does
give you menppurtunlt.lﬂ.
hutynugﬁlnm.'hm
gttm.t'halrmm'tdu
anythlngmthlt"

Agasm makes light of lay-off

S(‘{}‘ITSDALE
Arizona, Feb 28:
Andre Agassi, two
months after un-
dergoing wrist
surgery, overca-
me a ﬂluggish start to beat Luiz
Mattar of Brazil 6-4, 6-3 to win
the Arizona men's tennis
championships on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

“l was happy with the way |
got through it,” said Agassi,
who defended his title and
collected the winner's -::hecl:
of 42,000 dollars.

"“It's been a long road for
me, and | knew it was going to
be very difficult coming back”
said Agassi,
five opponents without losing a
set, "To have a rusty perfor-
mance and win in straight ac‘-ts
is impressive for me.

"l did not anticipate to
tonie in here to win the tour-
nament, and fell like I can beat
any one in the world," said
Agassi, 23. "And right now |
dn | feel I'm ready to play the

who swept past

biggest players in the biggest
matches. I'm Imking forward
to it.

"l don't think by any means
I played my best tennis,” the
fifth seeded Agassi said abuut

ANDRE AGASSI

his : 20th career title" but
there's no question | was defi-
nitely pushed. If he'd gotten
the right peoints at the right
times, we'd still be ﬂﬂltin( it
out.”

Mattar was bidding to be-
come the first Brazilian to win
an ATP Tour title outside of his
native country.

Mattar broke in his first two
services but could not keep it

_~up as Agassi began to find the

mark with his seering ground-
strokes:

~ After levelling the first set
at 4-4 with a service break,

held for 5-4 before the
Brazilian double-faulted at set

point.

Agassi buill a 5-3 advantage
in the secomn! set with a break
in the eight game to seal the,
victory. -

~"He played the big points
well. Everytime | went to the
net, he was passing.” said
Hlttnr ranked '?Drth in the

KUALA LUMPUR,
Feb 28: This yea-
r's draw lor the
Asian Club Cham-
pionships will be
televised live in
an effort to inject some inter-
est in the lacklustre tourna-
ments, the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) said,
reports Reuter.

AFC secretary general Peter
Vellapan said in an interview
on Wednesday that the plan,
similar to the Las Vegas ex-
travaganza for this year's World
Cup draw, would be the first of
its kind in Asian sport.

“We're not happy at the
moment with the state of
these club tournaments,”™ said
Vellapan, head of the 44-

ml;jbcr regional governing

~ The two championships,
open to the National League
and Cup champions in Asia, are
patierned after the European
Cup and Winners’ Cup. .

But the Asian tournaments

Ihlvenmhndltmununﬂuuan

the European evenis, which
promise a multi-million dollar
windfall to participating clubs
through sponsorships and

television righ

*We knuw that one of the
best ways to revive the tour-
naments is to create a bigger
impact.” Vellapan said. “The
AFC wants to make sure that
all aspects of the tournament
are popular and wvisible, start-
ing with the draw.”

By throwing open he draw
to television cameras, the AFC
also appears to be making a
psychological point to its
member associations, staffed
primarily by retirees and
clubby part-timers.

Previously, draws were held
in secret committee meetings
and AFC protocol dictated that
the media was not informed
until all associations had been
notified by letter.

The AFC dodged one poten-

Pele not welcome

NEW YORK, Feb 28: Brazi-
lian soccer legend Pele will
not be officially invited by FIFA
to the World Cup finals in the
United States this summer,
the world body's president
Joao Havelange told a news
conference on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

Would TV do the tnck in ASIa"

tially lethal bullet this week
lftﬂ*lelnn J-League officials
withdrew a threat to withdraw
from the Club Championships,
Vellapan said.

The J- wanted assur-
ances its teams would play only
on weekdays so they could be
free to play their highly lucra-
tive league matches on the
weekends, he said.

The Football Association of
Japan said last Friday at an AFC
seminar in Malaysia that it was
pulling its J-League,
teams out of the 1994 tourna-
ments because of scheduling

- conflicts.

But the Japanese reversed
their stand amid a storm of
protests in Asia over the

threatened move at a time
when Tokyo is currying voles
in a bid to host the 2002
Warld Cup.

The AFC is giving a kick-
start to professional soccer h;]
Asia, having presided over sucs
cessful pruftnlnnll league
launches in Japan and Saudi
Arabia, Vellapan said.

Malaysia and China will fol-
low with professional leagues
of their own In the next two
months, he added



