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Agasm storms into final

SCOTTSDALE.
Arizona, Feb 27:
Defending chapm-

pion Andre Agassi
cruised past Ger-

x

man Karsten Braasch and Luiz

Mattar of Brazil upset
American Malivai Washington
on Saturday to reach the finals
of the 288,750 dollars Arizona
men's tennis championships,
reports Heuter.

Agassi beat Braasch 6-1, 6-4
and Mattar surprised the sec-
ond seeded Washington 3-6, 6-
3, 6-3.

"It never feels that easy,”
said Agassi after breezing to
his fourth straight-sets victory,
in one hour. "It's kind of a

common answer but it's really
the truth.”

Agassi, 23, had surgery on
his right wrist last December,
and is playing his first tourna-
ment since a Davis Cup tie in
September.

“If someone had told me |
wnuld be in the final of my first

tournament back, I'd ask them
what kind of drugs their get-
ting and where their getting
them from,” said the Ameri-
can, whq won Wimbledon in
1992. "1 think I'm more
shocked than they are.

“To come back and still be
in the tournament going into
the semis and now the finals
after 4-1/2 months, is quite
and accomplishment for me”,
said the fifth seed, who has
dropped to 32nd en the ATP
Tour because of injury.

Agassi said he is using this
desert event as a warm up for
bigger tournaments.

Mattar, 30, combined a
solid baseline game and fired
sevenn aces, to advance to his
10th ATP Tour final, but first
outside Brazil.

Like Agassi, Mattar didn't
expect to be playing for the ti-

®tle and the 42,000 dollars
winner's check.

Mattar, who has dropped
his only career decision
against Agassi, said he planned

no special strategy against him.
After splitting sets, Mattar

broke Washington's serve
twice while racing to a 5-2
lead. Washington immediately
broke back. However, Mattar
erased two game points before
Washington slapped a forehand
long., sealing the 2-hour, 3-
minute upset. '

Braasch, ranked 46th on
the ATP Tour, was seeking his
lirst final appearance  in his
seven- year career, but
couldn’'t overcome a slow start
and Agassi's patient but effec-
live ground game.

“He put pressure on me
right away, and | couldn't
come back,” said the 26-year-
old left hander. “1 played hor-
rible the first eight or nine
games. | made too many un-
forced errors, and couldn't get
a ball on the court.”

With the first set under his

belt, Agassi go the lone break
in the second set, and at 5-4
served out the match with lit-
tle difficulty.

Graf too good for Majoli

INDIAN WELLS,
Cali, Feb 27: Top
seeded Steffi Graf
of Germany stru-
ggled with her
concentration
again but still had little problem
defeating unseeded Iva Majoli
of Croatia 6-4. 6-1 in 59
minutes in the semifinals of the
400,000 dollars Evert Cup on
Saturday. reperts Reuter,

Sixth-seeded Amanda
Coetzer of South Africa scored a
minor upset over third seeded
Lindsay Davenport of the
United States 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 in
one hour, 51 minutes to ad-
vance to the final against Graf
at the 32-player, hard court
tournament.

Graf, who holds a 3-0 career
edge over Coetzer, dropped her
serve in the first game of the
match and fell behind the 46th
ranked Majoli 2-0 as the top
ranked Graf repeatedly hit fore-

Graf bore down and took a
4-3 lead. From 4-4, Gral reeled
off seven consecutive games by
hitting her first serve for re-
peated winners and not allow-
ing Majoli a chance to’ engage
- her in longer rallies.

Graf, who has not lost a set
in 16 matches this year and
won the Australian Open in
January, said that she was
pleased with about two-thirds of
the match.

"1 felt better concentrated to-
day, but I still slipped a bit in

Martin stretched

LONDON, Feb 27: Australian
Brett Martin overcame the
early setback to win the men's
final of the Welsh classic
squash tournament in Cardiff
on Saturday. reports Xinhua.

The 31-year-old Martin beat
British champion Peter

Marshall 5-15, 17-15, 15-6.
15-12 in 73 minutes.

The world No. 4 lost the
ppening game in 10 minutes
and was 9-4 down in the sec-
ond because of a string of un-
forced errors.

Martin . then found his
former self and won six suc-
cessive points to get back lntﬂ
the match.

Martin's sister Michelle had
earlier failed to make it a dou-
ble for Martin family in Cardiff.
She lost 17-14, 8-15, 15-12,
15-13 to compatriot Liz Irving
in the women's final.

the beginning," Graf said. "My
second serve has not been very
consistent this week. I don't
have to win every match 6-0, 6-
O but I do want to play good the
whole match and | have only
done that in one match here,
my second:=round match (a 6-0,
6-0 win over American Tracy
Austin)". '

Coetzer, 16 in the world,

.kept her composure, while the

hard-hitting 13th ranked
Davenport showed her frustra-
tion in the error ridden final
set,

Coetzer finally closed out the
baseline duel on her fourth
match point, when Davenport
hit a forehand long, as she did
on many key point in the sec-
ond and third sets.

Coetzer said that she was
approaching the final against
Graf like any other match, de-
spite the seemingly insur-
mountable odds.

"You can respect her for
what she has done, but you
can't play against the statis-
tics,” Coetzer said. "You have to
play the ball. 1 haven't played
her that much, so | am looking
forward to it more than most
people would.”

which had seven service |
 breaks in 10 games. -

ATLANTA, Feb
27: A decision to
w remove the state
flag from Atlanta-
{ Fulton County
Stadium. the he-
me of the Atlanta Braves, may
push the controversial flag
issue back to the state
Legislature before the 1996
Olympics, reporis AF.

"Obviously, the matter is
going to have to be addressed,
and, obviously, it should be
made in a timely fashion and
put to rest one way or an-
other,” said John Aderhold. a
member of the Corporation for
Olympic Development in
Atlanta.

The Atlanta-Fulton County
Recreation Authority, which

ns the stadium where
baseball will be played during
the Summer Games, voted
Wednesday to remove the flag
because its design includes
the Confederate battie em-
The Confederate stars-and-
bars was carried by Southern
troops during the 186]1-65 US
Civil War. The southern states
seceded and formed the
Conlederacy in order to pre-
serve slavery.

Protesters demanded thal
the flag be removed from the
orgia Dome, a siale-oper
ated facility, before the Jan. 30
pro-football Super Bowl, but

[ailed 10 sway offictals

Officials from the Atlanta
Committee for the Olympic
Games said the. issue should
remain in the hands of politi-
pointed a comumittee to devise
a flag policy for the organiza-
tion.

“Something like the flag is a
long time in the future for us.’
ACOG spokesman Scott Mall
said. “This is a political issue

thaf transcénds the Games,
the Super Bowl, and it is a
fractious issue. Let the politi-
cians deal with it."

"It would be best to lay that
flag low during the Olympics,”
Sani Mohammed, a spokesman
for the Nigerian Embassy in
Washington,  told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. "A lot of

Africans could decide we don't

want to attend if there is any
flag that jeopardizes our
stand.”

Dan Graveline, executive di-
rector of the Geourgia Dome,
said the flag may hurt Georgia
economically Il the state
doesn't address the issue soon.
If nothing is done. the flag
controversy will bring nega-
tive publicity to big vents such
as the Super Bowl, he said.

"As a personal aside, not
only do | think it has to be
changed, but from an eco-
nomic impact., its going to
hurt us for a long time.,
Graveline said.

Gov Zell Miller tried but
fatled to get lawmakers to
change it during the 1993
Legislative session.

Fulton Ceunty commis-
sioner Michael Hightower, a

Disney treat
for Kerrigan

ORLANDO, Fla, Feb 27
Nancy Kerrigan, the Olympic
silver medalist with a golden
future, will be honored Sunday
at a parade at Disney World.

reports AP.

The figure skater has
signed a deal with the Disney
Co. worth a reported dirs 2
million that includes a TV
movie and spectal, personal
appearances and a book

Flag gives ACOG a headache

" meémber of the stadium author-

ity, said Wednesday's vote may -
"send the dppropriate signal as |

you move forward, not just in
baseball.”

"But, hopefully, we can all
bring minds together as we
move toward the big days in
1996." Hightower said.

"l think we will take this up
next session,” said state Sen
Ron Slotin, D-Atlanta, "because
there will be a different ap-
proach taken, and many will
want this taken care of before
1996."

But Rep Bill Lee. D-Forest
Park, chaigman of the House
Democratic Caucus, called the
decision "bad judgment.”

A leading flag supporter,
Rep. Sonny Dixon, D-Garden
City., warned that the author-
ity's action could prompt leg-
islative approval of his bill to
allow the state to cut off funds
to governments that refuse to
fiy the state flag.

"For every action. there is
an equal but opposite reaction.
| think theyd betler brace
themselves,™ said Dixon,
adding that he would begin an
attempt Thursday to get his
bill moved out of the Houuse
Rules Committee,

Polls show that slightly
more than half of Georgians
oppose changing the flag.

The most recentl, surveying
809 residents by tlelepl cne
from Jan. 12 to Jan 26, found
56 per cent wanted the flag to
stay the same, 32 pger cent
favoured changing it and nine
per cent gave no opinion. The
Georgia State Poll also found
only 50.3 per cent of black
Georgians supported changing
the flag, a-drop by 10 percent-
age points since last spring.

Georgia State said the poll's
margin of error was plus or
minus 3.5 percentage points

Stich's first

ROTTERDAM., Feb 27:
Michael Stich reached his first
final of the year when he beat
Dutchman Paul Haarhuis 6-4,
6-3 In the semifinals of the
600,000 dollars Rotterdam in-
door tournament on Saturday,
reports Reuter.

In the final Stich will meet
fifth-seeded South African
Wayne Ferreira, who struggled
past second seed Goran
Ivanisevic 6-2, 3-8, 7-5.

Stich, a former doubles
partner of Ferreira, had few
problems with Haarhuis while

the South African initially .

looked headed for a comfort-
able win over the hard-hitting
Ivanisevic.

Lacklustre serving by the
Croat and crisp returns from
Ferreira handed the South
African the first four games of
the first set.

But Ivanisevic recovered his
rhythm to wrap up the second
set 6-3.

The first 11 games of the
final set went with serve, giv-
ing Ferreira a 6-5 lead, before
the South African took the
match on the third break point
in the 12th game.

"Last time | was to eager to
force the points,” said Ferreira
who lost to Ivanisevic in
Stuttgart last week. "Now I
played to let'lvanisevic make
the mistakes.”

Jackson just
misses it~
BIRMINGHAM, England/
Feb 27: Britain's world record.
holder Colin Jackson eased off
over the last hurdle and

missed out on a world best at
an international indoor meet-

ing on Saturday, reports
Reuter. o =
"Maybe [ could have gone a

bit faster.” said Jackson who
clocked 7.38 seconds to easily
win the 60 metres hurdles fi-
nal.

Cuban Emilio Valle was sec-
ond in 7.58 with American
Roger Kingdom third in 7.66.

"I was easing from the sec-
ond hurdle really — but I
wasn't really going for the
record today." said Jackson. "]
was only interested in winning
in front of a home crowd.

"The main thing for me is

to keep going inside 7.4 to.

maintain that sort of consis-

tency. But there's a chance |

that I could break “it next
weekend.”
Jackson shares the world

indoor best time of 7.36 with

Greg Foster.
World and Olympic high
jump champion . Javier

Sotomayor of Cuba became the
first man to clear 2.40 metres
on a British track.

He narrowly failed at his
third attempt at a world in-
door record of 2.44.

Joe Walcott
dead

CAMDEN,. NJ., Feb 27:
Former heavyweight boxing
champion Jersey Joe Walcott
died early Saturday at a hospi-
tal here, his family said. He
was 80, reports Reuter,

Walcott won the heavy-
weight crown July 7. 1951,
when he knocked out Ezzard
Charles at Forbes Field in
Pittsburgh, but many boxing
fans believe he should have
won the title earlier, in his
first fight againsf{ Joe Louis
December 5, 1947, ;

Ir that fight Walcott
knocked down then-champion
Louis twice before losing a
split decisiomr after 15 rounds.

Louis won a rematch a year
later with a khockout in- the
1 1th round, then retired.

Walcott was 37 when he fi-
nally became the champion —
the oldest ever — and kept his
title for two years. He lost il to
Rocky Marciano in a memo-
rable bout at Municipal
Stadium in Philadelphia.

Walcott was born Arnold
Cream in Suburban Merchan-
tville, New Jersey. in 1914 and
took up boxing in his early
teens.

He retired after his fight
against Marciano and went on
Lo become a referee and a box-
ing official in New Jersey. He
also was elected sheriff of
Camden county, New Jersey,
in 1971 on his second try and

| served one term

Sport

| shoyld

German ski jumper Jens We:uﬂog sails past spectators in the K 120 team event at Olympc Park,

Weissflog won the individual goid.

Lillehammer on Feb 22
— AFP photo

Italian Alberto Tomba (R) and Slovenian Jure Kosir lift gold medalist Thomas
Stangassinger of Austria on their shoulders at the end of the Olympic men's slalom yes-
terday. Tomba took silver and Kosir bronze.

Tomba has to do with szllver

OYER. Norway, Feb
27: Alberto Tomba
was briefly speech-
N less, maybe for the
first time in his
public life.

He fell just

short of the im-
possible, and set-
tled for the incred-
ible, reports AP.
'l am moved, although I
be used_{o thege
of emotions,” Tomba said. "I
still can't believe it." '

OLYMPICS
1 8 9 4

He started nearly two sec-
onds behind after the first
slalom run Sunday, then stood
alongside a Norwegian televi-
sion commentator in the finish
area after the second run.

Three of the world's best
slalom skiers, including Kjetil
Andre Aamodt of Norway, had
fallen, the victims of ice and
nerves. Tomba waited for the
bnly man who ceuld beat him,
first-run leader Thomas
Stangassinger, the last man
down the mountain.

"A wonderful achievement,”
the commentator said, stick-
ing a microphone into Tomba's
face.

Tomba shrugged his shoul-
ders, and grinned. His mouth
moved once, but nothing came
out. He grinned, and shook his
head.

Two years ago in Albertville,
Tomba came from 1.54 sec
onds back to nearly take the
slalom gold medal from Finn
Christian Jagge of Norway. He

kinds

settled for the silver, .28 sec-
onds back.

At Lillehammer, he settled
for silver behind the Austrian
Stangassinger, starting 1.84

- back and finishing .15 out of

first place. Jure Kosir of
Slovenia earned the bronze.

"This was more difficult
than Albertville. In Albertville I
knew I could make a medal.
Today, 1 could hardily’ believe
it." Tomba said. '

At 27, Tomba was trying to
become the first man to ‘win
gold medals in three straight
Olympics. He won the slalom
and giant slalom titles in 1988
at Calgary. then captured the
giant slalom in Albertville in

Computer

malfunction

WASHINGTON, Feb 27:
Skater Nancy Kerrigan's silver
medal win at the Lillehammer
Olympics caused chaos for one
of America's biggest financial
information companies, reports
AFP.

The computer system at
Blomberg Business News was
paralysed as 35.000 people
consulted the flash news item
on their screens — just as the
stock market was closing.

“If everyone touches the
same button at the same time,
we risk a shutdown. Luckily it
was only for a few minutes,”
saild Bloomberg's Matthew
Winkler.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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1992,

He missed a gatt nﬂer ski-
ing poorly in the giant slalom
four days earlier, and the
slalom was his last best chance
fm' the unprecedented triple.

* "l felt more pressure here
than Albertville and Calgary to-
gether,” Tomba said.

The silver here still makes
him the first person to win
Alpine medals in three
Olympics, and he now js the
most successful Olympic alpine
racer of all time with three
gold and two silver.

Tomba was 12th after one
run and scheduled to ski
fourth the second time down.
After a major slip at the" third
gate — where many others
eventually would fall — Tomba
charged down the slope in
59.33 seconds.

"l recovered more than 1 1-
2 seconds, and | thought it was
impossible before the run,”
Tomba said. "I changed skis,
but [ still left a good edge be-

cause the upper part was very
icy.” ,

Tomba's two-run time of
2:02.17 stood up through the
next six skiers, and then came
Finn - Christian Jagge of
Norway, the man who beat
Tomba in Albertville. Jagge's
second run, though, was
1:01.03, not good enough.

The next three skiers were
Thomas Sykora of Austria,
Peter Roth of Germany and
Aamodt, the current World
Cup leader and winner of five
Olympic medals himself.
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4 shock.'

Smirnov gets it
at last

LILLEHAMMER, Feb 27:
Viadimir Smirnov of Kaza-
khstan ended a string of hear-
tbreaking second-places Sun-
day by winning the 50-kilometre
classical-style cross-country
race for his first individual
Olympic gold medal, reports AP.

Smirnov, a former Soviet
skier based in Sweden, com-

‘pleted the race in 2 hours, 7

minutes, 20.3 seconds. Mika
Myllyla of Finland was runner-
up, 1:21.6 behind. The bronze
went to Sture Sivertsen of
Norway, who was 1:21.7 off
Smirnov's pace.

"T felt very strong out there
today”, saild Smirnov after the
finest victory of his career.

Smirnov led virtually all the
way, taking the lead from
Myllyla a few kilometers ifter
the first checkpoint at 1.7k.

No other ski racer

deserves an Olympic gold
medal more than the 29-year-
old Smirnov. He was twice a
silver medalist in these Games,
each time beaten by Norway's
Bjorn Dahlie.
- Dabhlie also beat him twice
for the gold in last year's World
Nordic Ski Championships at
Falun, Sweden, including one
by inches only in the 15k
freestyle pursuit. He also has
five other seconds in major
competition, including the
world junior championships.

Dahlie, who drew a late
starting number and was able
to control his main rivals' split
times throughout the race,
held second during the first
part of the race. But Dahlie,
who missed two days of train-
ing this week because of a sore
throat, ran out of gas at the
end and finished fourth.

A podium finish would have
tied Dahlie with cross-country
skier Sixten Jernberg of
Sweden for. most medals won
by a man in Winter Olympic
history. Jernberg won nine
medals from 1956 to 1964.

Dahlie finished with four
medals in these Games, one
short of Italian cross-country
queen Manuela Di Centa. The
versafile Dahlie won the 10k
classical-style and the 15k
freestyle and added silver

medals in the 30k free and the
relay.

In the 1992 Albertville
Games, Dahlie won three gold
and one silver medal.

The cross-country finale
drew more than 100,000 fans.
most of them Norwegians. The
Birkebeineren Ski Stadium
holds only 31,000 and most of
the fans-Hed the trafis-where
entrance is free.

Reports said at least 10,000
people camped overnight in
the woodlands.

Harding withdraws

SYDNEY, Feb 27: World
Boxing Council light-heavy
weight champion Jeff Harding
of Australia suffered a gashed
eye in sparring and has with-
drawn from his March 4 title
defence against American
Randall Yonker, reports AP.

Harding, who has been in-
active for 15 months, was to
face Yonker at the MGM Grand
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas.

Harding's manager. Paul
Hotz, said in Sydney Sunday
that Harding was injured dur-
ing his final sparring session in
preparation for the fight.

Harding may now be
stripped of s title. The WBC
had threatened to withdraw
recognition of him after three
proposed title. defenses fell
through last year.

"We don't know what the si-
tuation is at the moment,"” Hotz
said. xfe re all in a state of
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Yesterday's Cr)\r]::tlgﬁr Cfl‘ WHEN PILOT CRASHED

HIS PLANE INTO A
THE HOLE?

, WAS THAT AN ACE IN

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: A equais C

The C

will

p Is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you

equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

think that X equals O, it

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



