KIB hails govt
to provide funds
for agricultural
development

Krishibid Institution of
Bangladesh (KIB) Saturday
hailed the government deci-
sion to provide funds to the
agriculture, livestock and fish-
eries sectors and incentives
for livestock development for
three years, reports UNB.

In a press statement, KIB
President Dr M Ayubur
Rahman and Secretary General
Jabed Igbal also thanked the
government for its decision to
allow private sector import of

medicines and in ta for live-
stock and pouliry on soft

terms.

They urged the government
to grant soft loan of two lakh
taka to the jobless agri-gradu-
ates against their certificates
to set up agricultural, livestock
and poultry farmsand nursery.

Some 2,000 agri-graduates-
are now unemployed in the

country. they said.

China, S’pore jt
venture to build
industrial park

BEIJING, Feb 27: China
and Singapore have agreed to
develop a high-tech industrial
park in Suzhou, East China,
the People’s Daily said today,
reports Reuter.

The deal was signed on Sat-
urday by Vice-Premier Li Yan-
ging and Singapore senior
minister Lee Kuan Yew.

Under the agreement, both
sides will help Suzhou city
government and a Singapore
consortium to form a joint ven-
ture to develop the industrial
park, the newspaper said. -

The area for the first phase
of development ¢s eight square
KM (three square miles) aimed
at what the paper called high-
tech and service industries. It
did not give details.

No sale of gold
from Russia

this year

MOSCOW, Feb 27: Russia
has sold no gold on world

markets so far this year and its ‘

central bank is not authorised
to dd so independently without

dl from President Boris -

approv
Yeltsin and government, a se-
nior gold industry official said.

"So far this year, there were
no sales of gold from Russia,”
Yuri Kotlyar, deputy head in
charge of gold at -the State
Precious Metals Committee,
- told Reuters.

"Besides, the central bank
has ne authority to sell gold
independently on external

Central Bank Chairman
Viktor Gerashchenko helped
to push world gold prices
lower this week when he said
that Russia might be com-
pelled to sell gold to finanece
its mﬂng budget deficit.

But yesterday Russia had no
plans to destabilise world
markets by selling large
amounts ef gold, a move he
said would weaken its own
position as an exporter.

Kotlyar diamissed
Gerashchenko's remarks. If
the central bank wishes to sell
gold, it's necessary that its
wish coincides with the wish
of the head of the government
and the president.

Russia wants to be
GATT member
this year

KORNBERG, Germany, Feb
27: Russia wants to become a
member of the world trade
body GATT this year and cre-
ate a free-trade zone with the
European Union by the end of
' the decade, a senior European

official said on Saturday, re-

Eurﬂpeﬂn Commission Vice-
President Henning Christo-
phersen Russian officials
expressed these views at a
meeting of Group of Seven Fi-
nance Ministers and central
bank governors at Kronberg

near Frankfurt.

"They would like to partici-
pate in GATT," he told journal-
ists. "They would like to join
up by the end of the i

Members of 'the General”

Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) pledge to pro-
vide mutual trade benefits to
all participants, a condition
that kept Moscow out of the
Geneva-based group when it
‘was the capital of a communist
state with a centrally planned
ecommimny.

As part of its drive to create
an efficient free market econ-
omy, Moscow also plans to ex-
pand its trade with the Euro-
pean Union during this
decade, Christop n said.
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boost export potentials: Experts

Experis at a seminar here
yesterday emphasised the
need for appropriate human
resources development in the
area of Total Quality Control
[TQC) for rapid industrialisa-
tion and boosting export po-
tentials for any country, par-
ticularly the developing one.
reports BSS.

"For a country like
Bangladesh it has no option but
to go for TQC to enter the in
ternational competitive market
for its industrial products.” the
local and foreign experts told
‘total quality
corttrol for small and medium-
scale industries.”

They said promotion of in-
dustrial quality control was the
main factor for continued sur-
vival in today's global open
market competition.

The one day seminar was
organised by the Japan
External Trade Organisation
WETRO) in cooperation with
the Association for Overseas
Technical Scholarship (AOTS)
of Japan, Bangladesh AOTS
Alumni Society (BASS), the
Institution of Engineers Bang-
ladesh (IEB) and the Fede-
ration of Bangladesh Chambers
& Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI).

The inaugural ceremony
was attended by Dr M Shah-

jahan, president of IEB and

Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and

Technology (BUET) as the
chief guest. Katsumi Hara,
Jetro representative in Bang
ladesh and Moynul Hasan,
President of BAAS also spoke.
Dr A KM Moaz: m Hussain,
AOTS representative in
Bangladesh later on behalf of
the organisers presented
souvenirs to the chiefl guest
and the Japanese experis.

Sixty persons
managing directo: .., general
managers, produc.ion man-
agers and engineers engaged
in the production and man-
agement of small and medium
scale industries participated in
the seminar. held in the IEB
auditorium.

Moriji Miyata, president of
Miyata Hi-Meq Ltd and an ex-
pert of TQC conducted the
technical session of the semi-
nar.

Miyata, who is also the win-
ner of the Japan top quality
control medal of "deming
prize" will conduct another
seminar in Chittagong on
March |1 where about fifty par-
ticipants will take part.

Dr M Shahjahan, in his
speech, said total quality con-
trol concept, first developed
and spread in Japan, was now
recognised in other countries
across the world including the
USA for its usefulness tn con-
tributing to the improvement
of quality products.

including

In open market economy,
he said, we had to be always
very careful about TQC to seil
our products evenr in Japan in
19508 and 60s TQC was not
strictly maintained, he said.

Dr Shahjahan hoped that
the conduct of the technical
seasion by the Japanese re-
source person with vast expe-
rience would be beneficial for
the participants and they

would apply practically the ac-
quired knowledge on TQC in

their reapectlv: industrial
units.
The IEB president also

cited some of the problems of
the local enterprises inchuding
fund constraints and depen-
dence on import-based raw
materials.

Katsumi Hara, in his wel-
come address, said Jetro had
been promoting balanced and
harmonious foreign trade and
investing in multilateral pro-
jects for more than thirty years
with all the countries. espe-

cially the developing ones.

Jetro has also been making
strenuous efforts to promote
the transfer of technology and
investment from Japan, this
TQC seminar, he said. could
also be cited as one of the ac-
tivities of Jetro, a non-profit
organisation, to transfer the
Japanese technology to a de-

veloping country like Bangla:
desh.

Hara said Jetro Dhaka
would invite three experts on
different fields from Japan
send two trainees from Bang-
ladesh to Japan during the
next financial year

He hoped that the partici-
pants would be highly benefit-
ted from this seminar con-
ducted by Miyata who had been

in several overseas countries to

conduct such seminars. The
expert, in the technical ses-
sion. specially dealt with qual-
ity. cost, delivery and service
which he said, were the main
criteria to penetrate iInto

* world market.

Hara also mentioned the
joint [(Jetro overseas invest-
ment cooperation) scheme and
sald, it promotes ‘the indus-
trialisation and economic de-
velopment of targetted coun-

tries through the promotion of

direct investment and tech-
nology transfer from Japan.
Since its establishment in
1986, this scheme also’ in-

cludes Bangladesh, he said.

Moynul Hasan said Bangla-
desh was now gradually com-
ing up in the industrial sector,
particularly in small and me-
dium-scale industries.

This seminar, he hoped,
would be of great interest and
generate enthusiasm among
the participant in respect of

.

Dr Ehﬂndker Musharraf Huas&m Mlnl sber fr P..nergyami Mmeral Resﬂurces speakmgat,ﬂ

high level meeting on progress-implementation of annual development p

e under the

ministry at petrocentre in the city yesterday. Energy Secretary M Faizur Razzak was also

present.
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$34m assistance
to Angola in '93

LUANDA. Feb 27: Portugal
in 1993 poured a total of 34
million US dollars into Angol
to build cooperation proiccts
with Angolan enterprises, the
Angola National New<s Agency

reported, says Xinhua.

The report quoted
Portuguese Secretary of State
for Cooperation Briosa E Gala
as saying recently his country
remained in the forefront of
assistance to Angola and other
Portuguese-speaking cuuntﬂcu
in Africa.

In an interview with a
Portuguese newspaper, Gala

sald some non-governmental

Portuguese groups had
launched a donation campaign
dubbed "Africa miga" (Africa
friends) for the war victims in
Angola and Mozambique.

Borrowmg on World capltal
increases by 33 pc in '93

PARIS, Feb 27: Borrowing
on world capital markets
soared by one-third to a record
811 billion: dollars last
with a rush of securities issues
by Asian and Latin American
countries boosting developing
nations’ market funding to an
all-time high of 84 billion
dollars. the OECD said today,
reports AFP.

Overall borrowing rose by
33 per cent ft‘nm 610 billion

dollars in 1992, marking the
sharpest year-on-year increase
since 1986, and activity is
likely to remai: brisk in the
period ahead, the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) said.

- The spectacular expansion
stemmed from a 150 billion
dollar rise in borrowing by
OECD countries and vigorous
recourse to the markets by
dynamic Asian economies and

Latin American countries led
by Mexico, Brazil and Argen-
tina, according to an OECD
survey of financial market
trends, published three times
a year.

Almost all market
compartments showed strong
growth in 1993, with new net
borrowing. after redemption of
securities and refinancing of
bank loans. reaching an
estimated 340 billioa dollars

markets

against around 240 billion a
year earlier.

Bond markets, which have
taken a beating in the past
month, led the field with gross
issue at an all-time record of
481 billion dollars, an increase
of 147 billion over the 1992
level. _

The survey reportec sharp

advances in ¥ ting-Rate
, Notes (FRN- and equity- h
linked bonds. '
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 seeds among farmers

Bangladesh Agricultural Deve-
l-upm-ent Corporation (BADC)
has undertaken an extensive
programme for distribution of
Aus seeds among the farmers
and dealers throughout the
country during Summer sea-
son, says a press release.

Locally produced high yiei-
ding varieties of 500 metric
tons certified Aus seeds will be
distributed under this progra-
mme.

The quantities and the
varieties of Aus seeds are 4 M
Tons of BR-1, 18 M Tons of
BR-3, 430 M Tons of BR-14, 8
M Tons BR-21. 7 M tons of
BR-24. 23 M Tons of BR-26

and 10 M Tons of Hashi Kolmi.

The seeds are produced in
the BADC's Seed Multiplication
Farms as well as by the
contract growers of BADC
under direct supervision of
seed experts. Those seeds are
scientifically processed and
stored in BADC's Seed Pro-
cessing Centres.

The Aus seeds are being
sold directly to the farmers at
fixed price from the BADC's
Thana Sale Centres “on first

come first serve basis” and also

to the dealers at a fixed

commission from the BADC's

Regional Sale Centres.

with IMF forex
requirements

TAEPEIL Feb 27: Taiwan will
comply with foreign exchange

requirements of the
International Monetary Fund as
part of its bid to enter the
General Agreement on Tariffs

| and Trade, a senior govern-

ment official said Saturday, re-
ports. AP.

Vice Economics Minister Hsu
Ke-sheng said Taiwan will

agree to comply with IMF's re-
qui after the United

States presents details of a

Land revenue collectlon falls

State Minister for Land Mo-

hammad Kabir Hossain told
the Jatiya Sangsad yesterday

that collection of land revenue
from July 1 to December 1993

in the current fiscal year stood

at Taka 23.73 crore, ris
BSS. =i

Replying to a question by
Khan Tipu Sultan(AL), the
minister said collection of land
revenue during this period is
Taka 3.92 crore less than the
revenue collected during the
same period of 1992-98 finan-
cial year.

He informed the House in
reply to a supplementary
question that the government
had not only exempted land
revenue on 25 bighas of hold-
ings but also exempted other
local taxes on them. He said
the government would take
measures if there was any spe-
cific case of irregularity in this
regard.

The State Minister for
Land, replying to a question by
Khalilur Rahman Chowdhury
(JP) said the government had
taken in hand 144 ideal village
schemes in 77 thanas of 36
districts in 1993-94 financial
year.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary, he said the ideal village
.scheme taken up by the gov-
ernment were welfare-ori-
ented while the cluster wvill
programme of the -previou
government was solely public-
ity based. He said the schemes
were taken on the basis
of availability of khas lands in
different parts of the country.

Mohammad Kabir Hossain,
in reply to a question by Kazi
Keramat Mi (AL), said out of

the total 2376 acres of arable
khas land in Rajbari district,
1883.77 acres had been
leased out to 3005 landless
peasant families.

I,M.ﬂﬂm-ﬂudm
land in Khulna Div

State Minister for Land Mo-
US budget deficit

runs lower

tham last year

“  WASHINGTON, Feéb 27: In
the first four months of the
current fiscal year, the US
government budget deficit was
running 15 per cent lower
than during the same period a
year earlier, reports USIS,

The Treasury Department
announced February 23 that
the deficit for October-January
was 76.442 million dollar,
compared with 90,648 million

dollar in the first four months
of the preceding fiscal year.
Accounting for most of the
change were decreases In
Social Security, health care
and defence spending.

The government ran a sur-
plus in January 1994 of 15,613
million dollars as a result of
quarterly tax payments on the
revenue side -and a shift into
December of Social Security
payments on the spending
side.

The Clinton administration
predicts that in fiscal year (FY)
1994, ending September 30,
1994 the government will have
a deficit of 165,130 million
dollars down from its earlier
estimate of 258.748 million
dollar,

hammad Kabir Hossain yester-
day said that there was
1,05,478.97 acres khas land in
Khuina division.

Replying to a question nf
Jamaat-e-Islami member Gazi
Nazrul Islam at the Jatiya
Sangsad, the state minister
gave the district-wise breakup
of khas land: in Khulna
17670.35 acres, Bagherhat
4316.21, Satkhira 25392.52,
Narail 5981.62, Magura
4519.36, Jhenidah 3324 08,
Ehuidanglr 6628.54,
“hérpur 63.14, Jum
13480.06 and+* Kushtia
20403.09 acres.

Kabir Hossain, however,

said that information regarding
illegal occupation of khas land
could not be collected.

BPC motels' expenditure

Expenditures in running
the eight motels of Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation (BPC)
were Taka 62.29 lakh higher
than income during last fiscal
year (1992-93).

Replying to a question of
Altaf Hossain Golandaz (AL),
the State Minister for Civil Avi-
ation and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan said that the income from
eight BPC motels was Taka
184.06 lakh against expendi-
tures of Taka 246.35 lakh in
1992-93 financial year.

The state minister said that
in 1991-92 the income was
Taka 183.43 lakh while ex-
penditures was Taka 246.35
lakh.

The BPC motels were situ-
ated at Cox's Bazar, Rangamati,
Chittagong, Rajshahi, Bogra,
and Rangpur.

It 1s one of the lungf.:gt

stretch of uninterrupted sandy -

beaches, one of rare beauties
lying untouched in a world
where tourist industry hardly
leaves a place of its kind to its
natural state. I' was walking
along the sea beach past the

Forest Rest House just off the-

shoreline at Inani, about 20
km south of Cox's Bazar. The
villages along the backshore
behind the sand dunes with

the open sea in front, ap-

peared so remote, so far away
from development of any kind
with their people leading an
impoverished life. Yet the vﬂ-
lages and the surroundings are
literally sitting on rich and
precious heavy mineral de-
posits — the so called beach
sand placers. There are several
highly valuable metallic and
non-metallic minerals discov-
ered in these sandy beaches
and have been tested positive
as to their commercial extrac-
tion. These minerals are Ilme-
nite, Zircon, Rutile, Garnet,
Magnetite, Leucoxene, Kyariite
and Monazite. These heavy
minerals are not only fdund in
Coastal belt. and islands of
Cox's Bazar district but also in
some of the shores of southern
coastal area of the country. The
latter includes the Nijhum
Dwip, one of the very remote
Islands south of Hatia and
more importantly the Patua-
khali coastal beach at Kuakata.
Discovered in 1961 in the
Cox's Bazar sea beach by the
Geological Survey Department,

- Cox's Ba-ar,

the heavy minerals exploration
along the coastal areas of
Banglades: was later taken up
by Atomic’ <nergy Commission.
During the period 1972 to
1983, systematic search for
the heavy mineral deposits
were carried out in the coastal
belt of Bangladesh. This led to
the discovery of 17 major
Placer deposits of heavy min-
erals along the coastal areas of
. Inani, Silkhali,
Sabrang, Badarmokam, Teknaf,
Moheshkhali Island, Nijhum
Dwip and Kuakata. It appears
from above that most of the

deposits are found in the Cox's °

Bazar district in the eastern
coastal belt of the country.
Discovery of these minerals in
the Nijhum Dwip and Kuakata
(Patuakhali) testify that similar
geologic processes had been
active in the southern coast as
in the eastern coast that

helped the formation of these
heavy mineral deposits.

Considering the large num-
ber of small islands along the
southern coastal belt of
Bangladesh and the remote-
ness of these islands it may be
assumed that further heavy
mineral deposits could be
found =hould a rigorous search
for the above could be under-
taken.

The hwavy mineral placer
sand bodies range from 500 to
10,000 feet in length, 50 to
1000 feet in width and 3 (in
fore-shore area) to 15 feet
(back shore arca) in thickness
occurring mostly on the sur-

: g Byl]r Badrul Imam

face. Average concentration of
heavy minerals in the placer
sand bodies is 20 per cent.
Because of dark colour of the
heavy minerals, these deposits
tend to stand out in blackish
tone within a light grey-yellow
background of the nnrmal
coastal sand masses.

The grain size of the heavy
mineral sand particles are fine
to very fine. The total reserve
of the eight valuable and eco-
nemic heavy minerals (ilme-
nite, Zircon, Rutile, Garnet,
Magnetite, Leucoxene, Kyanite

. and Monazite) in all the 17

deposits so far discovered has
been estimated to be 1.762
million tons. The monetary
value of this reserve as per
present price is estimated at
about 1300 crore taka.

N Table
Valuable . | Duanlig
[ in
Ilmenite 1,025
Garnet 223
Zircon 158
Leucoxene 97
Kyanite 91
Magnetite 8l
Rutile 70 !
_Monazite 17
Total valuable minerals 1,762

The four biggest reserves of
the heavy minerals are located
in Cox's Bazar, Silikkhali, Moh-
eshkhali Island (seven in-
dividual heavy sand deposits

are located in Mol- _.xhali

+ Island) and Teknaf coast. The
most abundant mineral in the

placer sand deposits is [lme-
nite - an iron titanium oxide
mineral. The total amount of
ilmenite present in the
discovered deposits is about
1025,000 tons of which

243,000 tons are in Mohes-

hkhali Island, 161,000 tons in
Cox's Bazar, 173,000 tons in

Silkhali and 163,000 tons in

Teknaf. Ilmenite is an impor- -
tant metallic mineral valued as
a source of titanium, as raw

material in paint industry,

leather processing industry,

manufacturing radiation prot-

ection shield and manufac-

turing welding electrodes. The
present requirements of il-

menite could be met by the

exploitation of the available re-

serve in the beach sands.

Two other most valuable
minerals Zircon and Rutile
have reserves of 158,000 tons
and 70,000 tons respectively.
Zircon is used in eceramic in-
dustry, in producing electrical
insulators, in foundry facing
works and as source of zirco-
ninm which is used in nuclear
reactor..About 100 tons of zir-
con is reportedly needed an-
nually in Mirpur Ceramic In-
dustry and Bangladesh Insul-
ator and Sanitary ware factory.
Rutile, used in paper mill, i
pigment industry, in welding
rod coating. is also valuable as
a source of titanium metal.

. lisation of the project,

Bangladesh has an annual
requirement of 1500 tons of
Zircon. Garnet, Magnetite,
Kyanita. Monazite etc. have
similar important uses in vari-

ous industries.

Heavy minerals are ex-
tracted from the raw placer
sand deposit by means of phys-
ical methods using the mag-
netic and electrical properties
of the minerals. Magnetite, for
example, is separated from the
raw sand by a magnetic field
and so on. In 1975, a Pilot
Plant was constructed at Cox's
bazar for extraction of the
heavy minerals by the assis-
tance of Australian government
using the flow sheet suggested
by Australian Mineral Develop-
ment Laboratory. The Pilot
Plant, running effectively since
1981, achieved recommen-
dable grades for the minerals
as follows: Zircon 94%. Rutile
90%, [lmenite 99%, Magnetite
99% and Garnet 94%. Till
1987, more than 227 tons of
llmenite, 206 tons of Magne-
tite, 7.12 tons of Zircon, 1.53
tons of rutlies and 12.73 tons
of garnet have been produced
in the pilot plant and about 20
lakh taka was earned by the
Centre as a sale proceed. Du-
ring a time when hopes were

rising as to the commercia-
the
beach sand exploitation prog-
ramme was declared abon-
doned by the Ershad gov
ernment In 1987 for reason
not known to geoscientists
who have already established a

Beach sand heavy mineral resource of Bangladesh|

dala base on the commercial
viability of extraction of the
heavy minerals.

The present government,
after considering the eco-
nomic importance of com-
mercialisation of the beach
sand heavy mineral, has brou-
ght the pilot plant and the
project back to life. An initial
grant of four crore taka has
been sanctioned for upgrading
the pilot plant and the process
of =~=tablishing a commercial
L..7e for the project is being
actively considered. Improving
the grades of separation of the
minerals further is needed be-
fore launching a commercial
plant and one of the main ob-
jectives of the pilot plant is to
achieve that goal, explained Dr
Bari Biswas, Director of the
Beach Sand Exploitation Cen-
tre of Atomic Energy Commi-
ssion at Cox's Bazar. A com-
mercial plant at Moheshkhali
island would be a good begi-
nning of mining the heavy
mineral deposits; the island
has reserve that would run the
plant for about 10 years, Dr
Biswas explaingd. Subsequently
the commercial, plant may be
established in the mainland
coast of Inani and Teknaf area,
the total life of the plant for
commercial extraction ol the
discovered heavy mineral
deposits could be as much as
30 years, he added.

[The author is a professor of
the Department of Geology,
Dhaka [Unitversity.|

US policy against
shipping toxic
waste to other

states likely

WASHINGTON, Feb 27: A
new U.S policy against ship-
ping toxic waste to other coun-
tries will be announced next
week, Congressman Rep. Bill
Richardson said Friday, reports
AP.

“1 am confident that the
Clinton administration will
shortly announce a policy con-
sistent with the provisions of
the Towns bill,” he told a news
conference.

Richardson was referring to
legislation proposed by fellow
Congressman Ed Towns that
would ban dangerous waste ex-
ports to the Third World in six
months and to industrial coun-
tries in five years.

Richardson said the new
policy should put the
administration on record for an
immediate ban on shipping
waste anywhere except
Mexico, Canada or the 24
industrial countries in the
Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Developiment

(OECDI.

In an interview after the
news conference, Richardson
said the new policy could come
in a speech he expected
Tuesday from Carol M
Browner, administrator of the
U.S Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). She was due 1o
address a meeting of an inter
national group of legislators on
environmental policy
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