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Hebron Massacre Fall-out

The Hebron massacre of the Palestinians, knelt
in prayer at a mosque, by a handful of Jewish
zealots should serve a grim notice on Yitzhak
Rabin's government that it has enemies within
who are hell-bent to wreck the Middle East
peace process. Just how determined they are in
their opposition to Palestinian self-rule or in fact
to the whole range of peace initiatives for the re-

ion, is amply demonstrated by two facts.

%’he fanatic rapid-fire gunmanship killing sixty

Palestinians and wounding another 270 occurred

in the month of Ramadan and that too in Hebron,

a place holy to the Muslims, Christians and Jews
e.

If Yitzhak Rabin's government should fail to
contain the saboteurs it might lend itself to all

sorts of imputation ranging from a W
thrown behind the scene to the to

, uun%habargaimnglmragcat cost with the
ﬁ,o. ere is no way the Tel A ment

can put down the gruesome mu to the
‘deranged act' of an immigrant doctor Baruch
Goldstein and wash their hands off it because the
Israeli troops were very much outside the
mosque on guard duty.

The brazen-faced security breach provides a
classic case for investigation, more so because eye
witness accounts have pointed to the presence of
more gunmen and their firing from 'several di-
rections’. The whole operation looked pre-medi-
tated. What with the death of the obvious killer, it
warrants a wide and deep investigation.

It is for Rabin's government to come out clean
on the carnage in its entirety at the earliést.
Otherwise, naturally, a UN or international probe
as demanded by Chief Yasser Arafat and some
ou Muslim countries including Bangladesh

ed
should get in motion.

Already, as a backlash of the Hebron tragedy
there has been teous demonstrations against
the ou . The lsraeli troops who are su
to be a of a joint interim administration with
the PLO and, to that extent act as a custodian of
law and ordér now, have themselves killed some
Palestinians right after the Hebron massacre.

ainst this backdrop, the whole military
t of the Israeli government needs to be em-
gluyed to keep peace on West Bank and the Gaza
trip as part of their obligation to take the
Middle East peace process forward, thﬁcﬂ
of law and order is in Israeli hands now and
cannot give indulgence to the Jewish militants
full well that violence at one and breeds
extremism at the other. Since the historic

Washington Accord both sides are committed to a
time-bound implementation of the plan
for Palestinian autonomy in the Israeli occupied

territories. It is the security issue that has been
the major moot point in the PLO-lIsraeli talks and
should there be more of Hebron-like setbacks not
only would the peace advance come to a grinding
halt, there could also be a return to the pre-ac-
cord turmoil. As it is, Israel has missed
the deadline for a military withdrawal from the
occupied area by two and a half months and the
interim amngement is yet to be firmly in place.
In his condemnatory note, after the das

act, President Clinton has warned of a further
‘complication’ be
of peace. His fresh overture to have Israel and the
PLO resume peace talks in Washington is wel-
come, But Yitzhak Rabin has to impress the

Palestinian leadership with a fresh avowal for

peace.
Taking the Fight to
Toll Collectors
A running pitched battle was fought between a

ﬂ]uP of illegal toll collectors and fish vendors of
wran Bazar on Friday morning. Four to five
wle sustained injuries and in the face of organ-

resistance the extortionists had to leave the
spot without a booty. That the fish sellers have
succeeded in overpowering the toll collectors
this time is no guarantee for them to re the
feat again and again. The threat of eance will
always be there and the fish traders k to be
exposed to further armed attacks in future. '

Altho the police were ve rompt to hn.n%-' i
the situ:gtil;n untier control heflgrepthe Emuble 0
any worse, there are allegations that' earlier
complaints about toll collection had failed to
move the law enforcers to action. Four youths
were arrested in this connection. But the rest
and the majority of the members — are at
large. Now much will depend on how the police
look at the issue and the law of the land is made
to play its rgle in the whole affair. For, the
Kawran Bazar's fish traders have played their
quite admirably. But even theitr collective efforts
can be of little help unless the law enfo au-
thority is caring enough to stand on their side.

It is now an old tale that toll collectors have
made a hell of the traders' life in the country.

Without parting with some of their business for-
tunes, it is impossible for the businessmen to

continue their economic enterprises. Evidently,
the murky politics of the country was initially to
blame for this cancerous gr of musclemen

who play until today pawns at the hands of politi-
cians with lax morals. Today we are just reaping
the fruits of the poisonous legacy. But a demo-
cratic government can ill afford any concession to
these social parasites.

That foreign investors have been swa.rmjn$
Vietnam for Plar:lng their money at the service o
that country's thrust for industrialisation immedi-
ately after its opening up to the world, and
Bangladesh on the same token is crying hoarse
without attracting much of an investment speaks
volumes for the law and order situation in our
country. Time and again the armed goons have
unleashed a reign of terror frofrh one shopping
mall to another whenever their demands for Ehu-
lous sums of toll were not met. A few harassed

and desperate shopp arcades built up their
own vi te groups to keep the toll collectors at
bay. Obviously this is as good as the risk of

an open conirontation with the miscreants who
possess enough fire I.

In the name of defence of their lives and prop-
erty, people may indeed be forced to take up
arms. But this ha“p ns only when a society lays
overstress on self-
when the law enforcers fail to do their assigned
l:hbl - ﬁilther deliberately or because of their in-
ability. S is a very dangerous sign. It is the gov-
‘ernment that ahou% uphold the principle of Em-
tecting the innocent against the criminals.

added to the difficult work _
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LECTIONS have become

costly. People these
E days talk about cam

costs not only In terms

of tens of lakhs but often in

terms of crores. It certainly

ea the mind How are
these people, ong wonders,
going to recover such huge in-
vestiments? It is only the
Election Commission which
seems to maintain the fiction

of election expenses within

the limits set by it. It is con:
sidered to be one of those irri
tating legal requirem that
one has to comply with but ev-
eryone regarda it as nothing
more than a formality, Can the
politicians, supposed to be
dedicated to public service,
afford to spend such stagger-
ing sums of money for election
campaigns? Their zeal for pub-
lic service must be very com-
pelling indeed! The wise ones
would shake their heads at
such naive guestions. Just the
other day a Bengali weekly
claimed that at the last general
elections most members
spent. on average, thirty lakh
taka to win their seats. It did
not say how much was spent by
those who lost. One wonders
how many lost because they
spent less.
in all faimess to our politi-
clans | must admit that the
trend toward higher and
higher campaign costs is a
global phenomenon. Our po
iticlans are not the only ones
to indulge in such lavish
display of wealth in seeking
public endorsement of their
right to serve the country.
Many advanced countries in-
cluding the United States are
plagued by it. Of course it is
well within the means of such
a rich country to finance the
campaign costs of presidential
ts out of public funds
but other elective offices are
not so well covered. An article
in the Washington Post high-
lighted the seriousness of the

middile class and poor
people have less power at the
ballot box than the wealthy?
Should a large number of

places in the United States
Senate be reserved for million-

"disgusted by

comprehensive way.

A House of Millionaires: Is this the Kind of
Parliament We Fought for?

What I would object to is the blatant use of money right at the time of the election. This would be & form of
bribery. The practice of vote-buying, in any guise, must be stopped. The difficulty of enforcement makes it
more important to create strong public opinion against this corrupt practice.

alres?” Apparently many
Americans are worried. lUnless
we decide that we do not mind
if most of our MPs are million-
aires, we have to address these
questions.

During the last city corpora
tion election the Election
Commission had taken a very
welcome initiative to cut down
the number of posters and get
rid of graffiti on® walls
Unfortunately. the move came
a bit later because by the time
the decision was reportedly
taken the entire available
space on buildings and walls
on the main streets had been
fully plastered by posters and
graffiti. Politiclans should note
that despite the overwhelming
numerical superiority of a par-
ticular mayoral candidate In
terms of posters and wall writ-
ings the voters were not
swayed in his favour. It is not
only a waste but people are
its ugliness.
Instead of influencing the vot-
ers these wall writings seem to
turn them off. Posters in rea-

sonable numbers have a certain

value, particularly in the rural
constituencies but graffiti do
not have any redeeming fea-
ture.

The question of campaign
cost must be approached in a
Millio-
naires are also citizens who
have every right to seek
elective office. What we can
alm at is to reduce, as far as
feasible, the unfair advantages
of a millionaire vis-a-vis a non-
millionaire. [° realize that It
may be difficult to provide a
level playing field to all the
candidates; the rich will con-
tinue to enjoy certain inherent
advantages But we can cer-
tainly make an effort to ensure
that the latter are not too seri-

ously disadvantaged. It would
be in our common interest to
agree on a number of reason-
able measures, beyond what
the Election Commission lays
down under existing law,
against total domination of the
election process by the very
rich candidates. Uniless it is
done, all the political parties
will become hostages to the
rich. In such a situation only
the very rich will dictate the
national agenda and the par-
llament may become an insti-
tution of the rich for the rich.

So the parties, in my view, will
be well advised to get together
in their collective self interest.

Admittedly there are many
serious practical difficulties in
eliminating the advantages of
the rich candidate against a
poor one. It is illegal to buy
votes but it is not so easy to
enforce the law. It can be cir-
cumvented very easily. For ex-
ample, an astute and rich can-
didate can approach the village
elders at election time and
promise a donation of a large
sum of money for a village
mosque or a village graveyard
or some other worthy cause
with a sentimental appeal. It is
a clever ploy to side track the
law. Whether the money is
used for the declared purpose
or not, the illegal act of vote
buying would be accomplished
in the solemn guise of charity!
In fact the promise of a contri-
bution to a school, hospital or
orphanage is already a well

established practice (Minis
ters resort to this wunfair
electioneering with impunity
but in this article | am not ad-

dressing the possible abuses ol

power by the government. For
the purposes of this article |

am assuming that a neutral
governmeni would be supervis-
ing the election.] Only a rich
candidate can afford to go
around dishing out money to
buy votes in this manner. The
candidate who does not com-
mand a large sum of cash will
appear to the villagers, by

contrast, to be a miserly fellow
devoid of religious piety and a

generous nature. How ecan
these abuses of wealth be
stopped? Clearly such dona-
tions should not be decisive
factors in determining the fit-
ness or otherwise of a candi
date to represent a con-
stituency.

Is it possible to enact a law
or strengthen the existing law
to ensure that such motivated
and fake charity, once the date
for election is set, would not
be permitted? Donations for a
good cause is certainly most
welcome and any aspiring can-
didate can make donations in
the years and months before
the election. We should en-
courage the rich aspirants for
public recognition to compete
with each other in making
charitable donations for
schools and hospitals; it would
set a most healthy trend. What
I would object to is the blatant

use of money right at the time
of the election. This would be a

form of bribery. The practice
of vote-buying, In any 1
must be stopped. The

of enforcement makes it more
important to create strong
public opinion against this cor-
rupl practice

Candidates must hold elec-
tion meetings and rallyies but
must they ereci expensive
gates?” The gaics are a symbel
of wealth and serve no genuine
campaign purpose. The plea
that these are put up by sup-
porters and not by the candi-
date should be rejected. Often
giant size gaies and election
symbols are buidit, , o
strike terror in the hearts
the opponents. These ostemta-
tious and wasteful practices
should be banned and the ban
must be rigorously enforced. In
fact; strict and i 1 en-
forcement of these rules will
reduce the advantage that a
rich candidate enjoys over his
poor rival. Processions. | am
told, cost a lot of money but
competitive pracessions have
become a ritual that have to be
permitted as an established
election tradition. But why
must we permit the hiring of
hundreds of buses and trucks
and other wvehicles for these
processions? Small and spon-
taneous processions of sup-
poriers of a candidate going to
an election rally is fully under-

" standable but those that are

used as a show of strength.
wealth and muscle power
should be discouraged.

On election day, the candi-
dates are obliged. by long
established practice, 1o set up
a camp outside the polling
booth. These are used by the
volunteers to give the voters’

list serial number to the vot-

the voters? This will reduce
the importance of these camps
and thereby reduce the pr
sure on the candidate to set

-.rldmg-tr-.mpm'ltntb:m
is illegal but the enforcement
of this law must be tightened
up to make it difficult for a

a na-
tional debate; | claim no spe-
cial expertise in the matter.
People who have far more ex-
perience of elections in
Bangladesh would perhaps
come up with many more

for cutting down the cost
election . 1 can do
no better than to conclude this
article by quoting a W

Post columnist Mr E J Dionne
Jr who, writing in the context
of his own country said.
"However it gets done,
money's writ in American poli-
tics has to be |imited.
Millionaires should be able to
buy as many cars and houses as
they want, but it should not be
so easy for them to buy Senate
seats. or the favour of the sena-

for Bangladesh as well?

Arms Commissions Thrive on Media Omissions

Daya Kishan Thussu writes from London

Three years after the Gulf war (third anniversary of end of Gulf war, Feb 28) the role of
Western governments in fuelling the military ambitions of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
has been exposed in the media. But why did journalists ignore these questions in the lead up
to the war and instead join in the drum-beating? Gemini News Service investigates the ten-
dency to hoard information.

N late February, three wi-

nters ago, thousands of re-

treating Iraqi soldiers
were cluster-bombed by Uni-
ted States forces.

Instead of outrage at this
“turkey shoot.” most of the
Western media was full of ad-
miration for the clean and effi-
cient US weaponry.

Even now the world has not
been told how many died on
the road to Basra and there
have been no ealls for a court
to hear blatant violations of in-
ternational law.

Instead. the high moral
tone adopted by the US during
the Gulf crisis is as strong as
ever, justifying continuing UN
sanctions.

The media has reported on
investigations in the US and
Britain into how Western gov-
ermnments armed Iraq. But the
interest has been with who
knew what and when, rather
than the suffering it caused to
the Iragi people.

While the media may be in-
terested now in how the West
armed Saddam. they seem to
have forgotten how most of
them were baying for blood
during the lead up to the war
in January 1991.

Now journalist Alan
Friedman of the London
Financial Times claims to re-
veal the "story behind the
world's first global scandal”:
how the West built up the mili-
tary might of an ambitious dic-
tator.

In his book, Spider's Web :

Bush, Saddam, Thatcher and

the Decade of Deceit, he ar-
gues that oill and money led
the West to "embrace Saddam”
and hide the truth from the
public.

Friedman writes: “The
1980s were a decade of deceit
both at the White House and at

Street, a period dur-

ing which accountability to:

Congress or Parliament was
almost completely ignored and
the abuse of power became the

“rule rather than the excep-
tion."
He claims that officials in
's White House directed
illegal arms sales to Iraq, in-
cluding cluster bombs.
Western support for Iraq is

|

T&T

Sir, The local camp offices
of the T & T Board perhaps
are with some prob-
lems in discharging their
functions smoothly. It is gath-
ered that the supply of materi-
als is too meagre to meet the
demand of the situation. The
spare parts of the analogue
telephone set and system are
almost scarce. In case of fault
in the telephone receiver sets,
the subscribers are to repair
the set at their own cost
mainly from the service centre

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
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S5bn government credits
through BNL Atlanta; BNL
loans to buy arms from US
and Europe

Carlos Cardoen imported
equipment from Matrix

Churchill and US technology

to make arms for Irag

Web of weaons: how West secretly armed Saddam

@Britain
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Government-owned BNL
financed arms sales. Fiat
subsidiary implicated in

Irag s nuclear missile project
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In 1989 Saddam was spending 42% |-
of oil revenues on arms
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leased official records show
that the British government
supplied arms to Saddam
Hussein's Baathist party for its
coup in 1963, also backed by
the US Central Intelligence

Apency [EIAJ:

After seizing power,
Saddam became a close ally of
the West and was seen as a
bulwark against militant Islam
after the 1979 Mvolution in
Iran.

The US was "fighting an
undeclared war” on the side of
Irﬁui1 during the eight-year war
with Iran, writes Friedman.
And the CIA was actively in-
volved, using helicopters from
an American oll company to
make secret bombing raids on
targets inside Iran.

The CIA also knew of bil-
lions of dollars of secret loans
to Baghdad that went from an
Atlanta, US branch of Italy's
government-owned Banca
Nazionale del Lavoro (BNL] —

of the TSS. Moreover, their is
the shortage of cable and other
gadgets. Only a few new cable

lines have been installed for

the digital connections. On the
other hand, the cables of the
analogue telephone lines are
too old and causing frequent
interruptions in the system

operation. It is not known how:.

the newly allotted telephone
connections will be’installed?
There is anether important
ofessional problem with the
& T's casual workers. It is
said that they do not have any
well framed out service rule

loans that fuelled Iraq's nu-
clear and chemgical weapons

BNL Atlanta became a kind
of private banking operation
for Saddam Hussein, the heart
of what became known as the
Iraqgate scandal.

By the end of the 1980s,
Washington had approved
credit guarantees for agricul-
tural exports to Iraq worth $5
billion, shipped via Agaba in
Jordan, where grain could be
bartered for arms. Huge loans
were arranged by the bank to
buy equipment from US and
European suppliers.

Washington's main ally,
Britain, was also deeply in-
volved in arming Iraq's military
machine. Violating its own
guidelines on arms sales to
Iraq, the Thatcher government
was helping the Iraqi war ef-

fort.
Prime Minister John Major

recently appeared before an

They are to work even alter
the normal office hours but, as
understood, they are not paid
any overtime. As a result, the
huge number of casual worker
are working in a state of stress
and frustration entailing its
fallout on the subscribers, un-
derstandably.

Meanwhile, we appreciate
the government for taking bold
initiative for providing more
telephone connections. It is
sincerely expected that the
government will take urgent
steps for solving the technical
problems of the T & T Board
and professional problems of
it's employees and workers

independent inquiry into the
arms-to-Iraq scandal. which
also grilled his predecessor,
Margaret Thatcher. Both de-
nied knowledge of the deci-
sion to secretly relax guide-
lines on exports to Iraq, even
though both had held key gov-
ernment positions.

The business was truly in-
ternational. BNL in Rome or-
ganised the shipment of nine
million anti-personnel mines
to Iraq via Singapore on a false
end-user certificate, - As
Friedman asks, did no-one
wonder what use they would
be to three million
Singaporeans?

Like a Cold War farce, in
1986 US agents bought Soviet-
made ground-to-ground mis-
siles to send to Iraq as it was
"cheaper to get what they
needed from the eastern block

than provide entirely new sys-
tems from America.”

Sir, [ would like to draw the
attention of the authority of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
which is the only airline we
have in our country.

It is to be regretted that fa-
cilities and services provided
by Biman are of poor quality.
While | was coming from
Calcutta 1 had an experience of
Biman for the very first time
and which was rather worst |
ever had. When my car started
aching, 1 requested an air-
hostess to provide me with a
cotton. Her face, however, as-
sumed a hopeful expression

with a view to ensuring smooth . But my request. remained fu-

telephone services to the sub-
scribers.

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor, Bang
ladesh Agricultural Instiute,
Dhailen

tile, even | asked for it thrice
Perhaps without being gener
ous toward us they did not re
alise to succour me even when
my daughter was vomiting.

1 surmise, if the condition
of Biman's service goes on like

pressed worries about
Baghdad's creditworthiness, as
the Iraqi government was by
then spending 42 per cent of
its $12 billion armual oil rev#
enues on military imports.

But the lucrative trade in
deadly technology did not stop.
The book reveals that even as
US bombers blasted Iraq, mid-
dlemen were meeting with CIA
agents and the iraqi military in
Tunis, As one recalls: "Here we
were in the middle of

Operation Desert Storm and .

we were offering to sell
Saddam's procurement officer
a burrch of SAM miissiles.”

Despite high-minded pro-
nouncements at the end of the
war that such arms sales must
be stopped, since then the
West has sold more than $45
billion worth of weapons to the
Middle East, showing little
faith in peace agreemerits.

lllegal arms dealings have
been exposed by independent
inquiries in the US and Britain.
But it is unlikely that anyone
will be brought to book.

The BNL Atlanta trial col-
lapsed at the end of 1993, de-
spite the judge's conclusion
that there had been "a far
larger and wider-ranging so-
phisticated conspiracy that in-
volved BNL Rome and possible

-large American and foreign

corporations and the govern-
ments of the United States,
Britain. Italy and Iraq.”

And as the Lord Justice
Scott inquiry winds on in
London, media interest is fiz-

Zling out.
"Iraggate embodies a
broader, more systematic

abuse of power.," concludes
Friedman, "one that con-
tributed to the prolonging of
the Iran-Iraq war in which one
million people died. and 1o
Operation Desert Storm,
which cost the lives of tens of
Lhousands of innocent Iraqis

this, then maybe less and less
travellers would prefer Biman
as their first choice.

Mrs Shaida Ahmed
Dhakon

Towardshealthy
Bangladesh

Sir. WHO's pilot project of
Chittagong Healthy City,
scheduled to be worked out
over the next 26 years. high-
lights ‘the purpose of this
massive curetall prescription
for this port city — second
largest city after the capital

Similar to 35 projects in
Europe. this Bangladesh city
happens to be the first one n
South East Asia chosen for
such a treatment that will
hopefiilly rejuvenate the nation
ever after

The project, however,
should by no means rule oul

who were already living in thé
hardship of Saddams tyranny .

But why did it take so long .
for the international media to
tell the truth about Saddam?

The. media could have
raised such questions at the
time, rather than pave
the way for war. Such -
tion. however, has a sales value
after the event, when the
books are published.

Better late than never mmy
y here. in
pﬁdmﬂﬁﬂt out nf“tl'ﬁ Wm ‘

Will Iraggate meet the same
fate as Ir te? No-one was
interested when the final re-
port on the Iran-Contra affair
was released on January 18. At
that time the media was ob-
sessed with the story of Lorna
Bobbit, the American woman
who cut off her husband's pe-
nis.

After seven years of investi-
gation and $35 million, inde-
pendent prosecutors con-
cluded that both Presidents

Reagan and Bush were fully
aware of arms sales to [ran in
1984-86 and of sending the
proceeds to right-wing Contra
rebels in Nicaragua.

Friedman quotes Howard
Teicher, Middle East adviser
on the US National Security
Council: "...people think the
Irangate affair was something
strange. It wasn't. It was just
the one that went public. [t
was not at all abnormal.”

Is it surprising that so few
people understand the causes
of conflict in the world's
hotspots when the media tells
us only after the event? Where
are the media stories now on
who is arming whom in Angola
or Bosnia? Or will the journal-
ists wait to publish their mem-
oirs when it is all over?

The widows and orphans
remembering those who died
on the road to Basra are still
suffering under the UN (read
USk imposed sanctions that
continue without any legal or
moral basis. And for th
“liberal” Western media, Irag
has ceased to be a newsworthy
slory.

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Assoclate Editor of Gemini
News Service.
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the necessity ol an emergency

check-up of all other urbanised
environs as proper as the di-
agnosis of this unhealthy city
now in WHO's care from this

year on.

Sound plans, such as WHO's
‘Healthy Chittagong can be
implemented on domestic ini-
tiative including public-private
joint schemes instead of de-
pending on external aids for
each sick zone., parallel to
Ideal Village concept. in order
to improve this LDC's health.

To aim at that target,
Healthy Environment for

Healthy Living, may be the
theme for the next decade to

begin with. with a view to de-
veloping this state up to the
developed habitat in the 21st
Ccentury

M Rahrman
Zila School Koo
My mw-nstngh



