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Sino-Bangia Relations
Qian Qichen, vice-premier and foreign minis-

ter of China, is now in the city on a four-day visit
to Bangladesh. During his stay in the capital, the

Chinese fore minister is likely to concentrate
on Sino-Bangladesh relations in the context of

the unprecedented changes in global politics,
particularly in the Asian part of it. Qian Qichen,
fourth in the Politburo ranking, had already been
to Islamabad and his diplomatic mission is ex-
pected to take him to Shri Lanka and the
Maldives — all members of the South Asian
Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC). -
Clearly, this high-profile visit tends to cover not
only the bilateral issues but also regional ones.

No doubt in the Asian context, China is a key
player so far as the relations between and among
the states are concerned. Given Bangladesh's
special ties with China, the overall Chinese initia-
tive for fresh contacts in South Asia assumes
great importance to Dhaka. A whole process of
polarisation of power and permutation and com-
bination of equations between and among coun-
tries have been set in motion after the breath-
taking events that took place in the former Soviet
Union and the East Europe. Along the line; Asia
today discovers itself in a fundamentally changed
context in terms of geo-politics.

This new Chinese urgency to mend fehces with
old foes and also to take its small n rs into
greater confidence relates, of necessity, to the.
changed perspective of international politics. A
dramatic improvement in the relations between
China and India is a most positive development in
this regard. In fact, starting with Rajiv Gandhi's
visit to Beijing followed by a return visit by the
Chinese premier, the Indo-Chinese relations have
grown gradually warmer.This is a devélopment
we unreservedly welcome because of the poten-
tial it holds for defusion of tensign in the entire

Asian region.
How close the two large neighbours of Asia in

the meantime have become can be gauged by the
fact that during the Chinese vice-premier's stay
in Islamabad ot a single statement did he make
on the Kashmir issue, supporting Pakistan,
against India. This should be an unerring indica-
tion of the Chinese concern to avoid references
involving its neighbours. Bilateral trade and eco-
nomic co-operation between the two Asian giants
are increasing.. The prospect of China's emer-
gence as a world economic power too looks very
much real — its double-digit growth rate only
rules out any doubt about its economic future.
There are things to learn from China.

One of the major strands of Bangladesh's for-
eign policy has been the close relationship with
China. For Bangladesh, therefore, ties with this
powerful country have a special bearing — both
politically and economically. Bangladesh has
found in Beijing a patient listener of its problems
and an ardent supporter of its causes. This visit of
the Chinese vice-premier-cum-foreign minister,
let us hope, will provide a new impetus to the
Dhaka-Beijing relations.

Signs are encour . An agreement on the al-
location of a credit worth 8.5 million US dollars
— that too free from any conditionalities — is

likely to be finalised during Qian Qichen's visit.
The same good work has to be further extended.

However, Bangladesh's huge trade imbalance with
China, which stood during the period of 1981-
1991 like this: sh's export to China was
168.19 m US dollars as against its import of
697.2m US dollars, calls for urgent attention.
Closer économic ties with provision for an in-
creased volume of Bangladeshi goods going to
China can scale down the trade gap. Given the
size and the accelerated pace of growth in China,
reduction in the trade gap should not be difficult.

Toward; a Take-off in

Shortage of bullock is giecﬂng farming ad-

versely in Madaripur. The Daily Star report of
Thursday in fact applies to the whole of the na-
tion. And whereas the Madaripur report points
only at the inc difficulty, in the absence of
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LIRSES at the All India
N institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in
New Delhi go on mass casual
leave without a twinge of
remorse Violence, arson and
sulcide follow the mere
renaming of a university in
Maharashtra. Teachers in Bihar
skip schools to run private
tuition shops. The state
administration In Karnataka
comes to a halt when the cha-
rade of conf®liation between
the defilant party assembly
members and the insensitive
chief minister goes on for days.
And none is held accountable
for the Rs. 15000 crore bank
scam despite a joint parlia-
mentary committee's indict
ment of government and its fi-
nancial mstitutions

They indicate some of the
failings. This is what India has
been reduced to in 44 years
after the constitution in 1950
made the country a republic,
When adopted. it was consid-
ered one of the most demo-
cratic and liberal constitution
in the world. Who disformed
it? Were the framers of the
constitution so starry-eyed that
they did not visualise that the
men of no substance would fol-
low once the old guard disap-
peared. Or is it the fault of
those who were entrusted with
the task of implementing the
constitution?

However firm in contours,
the constitution is only a set of
principles that can be misin-
terpreted and mutilated. It is a
legal document but aims at
humanising the society. It
guides, does not administer.
Therefore, the blame for dis-
tortions lies on the shoulders
of those who have been mem-
bers of parliament and the
state legislatures. The brunt
must, however, be borne by
the rulers since they were the

guides as well as the guardians.
They have defeated both the

A Republic in Name Alone

In fact, the biggest problem facing India today is how to reinvigorate the people, who had all the
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elections again and again.

letter and the spirit of the
constitution. All that was
promised is now in a shambiles
The constitution enshrines
Justice but it is hard to obtain;
liberty has got buried beneath
a pile of repressive laws, equal-
ity sounds hollow in the face of
ever-lengthening slums; and,
fraternity has been rechris-
tened by the fundamentalists
and the caste zealots as hatred
and violence.

Still worse is an array of
forces which the rulers and
the would-be rulers have un-
leashed o make any orderly
functioning Iimpossible,
Democratic urges are under-
standable, power politics Is
not. Those who are using caste
for articulating their demands
are no better than those who
are exploiting religion. Both
want the gaddi and do not
bother how they make it. But
then those who have stayed in
power too have done little to
sustain faith in the status quo.

In fact, the biggest problem
facing India today is how to
reinvigorate the people, who
had all the confidence when
they won Independence., and
who have practically nil today
even though they go over the
exercise of elections again and
again. They have shown their
annoyance by defeating most
sitting candidates and the
party in power in the recent
assembly polls. But they are a
disillusioned lot and wonder
who can led them to their
destination.

Insecurity has made them
greedy and selfish. But who is

to stop them? Even the high
est in the land is not without
the taint of corruption or
nepotisrn. Many say tall things
but when it comes to them
they are found wanting. Chief
election commissioner TN
Seshan, who preaches morality
like an evangelist, is one ex
ample. He recently took a ride
in a business tycoon's plane.
That Seshan paid for it is not
the point; the issue is moral.
Just as moral values have
had the worst beating. toler

Activities [Prevention) Act and
the police zulwm is proverbial

The makings of bigoted ap-
proach | saw within a few years
of the establishment of the re
pubiic because with the assas
sination of Mahatma Gandhi
there was none to hold up the
mirror to the nation. But | was
even then confident that with
the passage of time and eco
nomic development, the ani
mosity among religious and
caste groups would go. it has
not happened

BETWEEN THE LINES

ance has been the biggest ca-
sualty. Burning cities and muti-
lated bodies have turned stom-
achs across the world. It was
wrong to assume that the bar-
barity had been exorcised from
the country. More people have
died in communal riots since
the formation of the republic
than in the entire 150-year-
long British Raj.

Communal elements have
been curbed but not crushed.
They are now busy polluting
the countryside. The next ex-
plosion may not be much more
than a hand grenade's toss
from its killing fields, The law
and order machinery wants
more stringent laws and more
police,
roughly 50,000 people in de-
tention without trial. Under
the Terrorist and Disruptive

although there are

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

e —— e e e e e

"We may not be able to wipe
off tears from every cheek, but
we'll create a soclety where
none will starve,” | used to say
And when the people talked of
a competition between two
systems, the open society of
India and the closed system of
China, | had no doubt that we
would make it.

In the first few years after
becoming a republic there was,
no doubt, over-emphasis on
past glory but none minded it
because there was also amang
the people a fervour — and
willingness — to build the
country. | think many like me
nourished a naive belief that
the problem of underdevelop- -
ment and poverty would find
an easy, if not automatic, solu-
tion with the dawn of inde-
pendence. [t was a strange

migture of exuberance, over
confidemce and over expecta-
tioni. But left unharmessed, en-
thusiasm was bound to change
into disillusionment.

Hope could have been re-
built if the institutions had not
become effete Parliament. a
vehicle for peaceful change,
has zeroed itself to raucous
zero hours. The ruling elite has
not risen to its social respon-
sibility (the ruling elite does

not mean only the Congress (1)
but all those who post-
tions in mm The
government machinery has not
been responsive. And the fact
remains that the five-year
plans and efforts at an
egalitarian society — again the
comstitution's aim — have
benefitted only a minority. Haif
the population still goes with-
put one meal four days In a
week. '

On the other hand., the
people are generally more
conscious of their substandard
living. The election campaigns
and transistor-radios and tele-
visions have awakened them to
their needs — and their impor-
tance. They are still diffident,
still withdrawn, and still teth-
ered to tradition. But they are
beginning to turn.

The present agitations or
the ones which may erupt in
the near future may not di-
rectly involve them or benefit
them but the scales will ulti-
mately tilt in their favour.
Their very number is bound to
do so. For some time there will
be distortions. Those who ap-
ply the pressure, the rich

the lower castes, the
middle farmers and white col-
lar workers, will be able to
garner most of the gains But

this is a temporary phase. All
countries which have under-

gone a social change have ex-
perienced this. The majority
takes over in the long run.

The battle for a change ml’
come (o have communal or fac-
tional overtones. There may be
an effort to keep out some on
ong ground or the other.
Vested interests do that. But
the prejudice cannot last long
because when the movements
for economic betterment be-
gin. they wash away, like an
avalanche, all impediments
and barriers.

The rulers’' reaction will be
panicky. Already the way they
are cutting the duration of the
sessions of parliament and
assemblies shows that they do
not want to face criticism.
When the protest was limited,
they went to the extent of im-
posing the emergency. This
time they may do worse.

Yet. in this sombre scenario
when some people somewhere
take upon themselves the task
of reknitting the nation. a
glimmer of hope brightens the
dark corners of despondency.
One such effort will initiate the
message of harmony through a
human chain across the coun-
try on January 30 at 1] am.
Men, women and children will
come out of their houses and
offices on the road and heid
each other's hand to pledge
togetherness.

Many harmony-like gather-
ings will be required in the
days to come. They will not be
initiated by peoliticians but or-
dinary peopie, the concerned
citizens. The next Republic
Day may see the nation recon-
quering the territory which
the chaotic forces of commu-
nalism, caste and provincial-

ism are occupying at present.

NDER Article 217 of

the Indian Constitu-

tion. every Judge of a
H Court shall be appointed
by the President after consul-
tation with the Chief Justice of
India, the Governor of the
State and the Chief Justice of
the High Court.

All the judges were of the
view that 'consultation’ means
full and effective consultation
after placing full and identical
materials before such func-
tionaries. It does not mean
concurrence, By majority, it
was ruled that the opinion of
the Chief Justice of India can

not have primacy over those of .

two other functionaries.
Justice Bhagwati started his
judgment by quoting the fa-
mous words Holmes, J in
Northern Securities Co v US

| (193 US197) 1904 that 'great
| cases like hard l;_ascanu}tehad

law'.
The prophetic words of
Justice Holmes came to be
true after twelve years when
the Supreme Court of India in
a very recent case decided on
6 October, 1993 overruled the

‘bad law enunciated in the

aforesaid S P Gupta case on the
role of the Chief Justice of
India in making the appoint-
ments and transfers of Judges.
This time the Bench was com-
prised of nine judges of the:
Supreme Court of India who
delivered the seminal judge-

ment by a majority of seven

against two. The leading
judgement was given by
Justice J S Verma on his be-
half and on behalf of four other
Two other Judges
(Panidian J and Kuldip Shing J)
also agreed with the principal
point by concurrent judge-
ments giving their own rea-
sons, Two Judges, Ahmed J
and Punchhi J dissented. The
judgement of the case SCAORA
(Supreme Court Advocates on

The Role of the Chief Justice in the
Appointment of a Judge —II

Record Association) vs Union
of India was delivered on a ref-
erence to the larger Bench of
Nine Judges made in the case
of Subash Sharma v Union of
India reported in 1990 Suppl
(2) SCR433.

It was held amongst other

by clear majority that: a) In the
appointment of judges to the
Supreme Court of India and
High Courts of various States
the opinion of the Chief
Justice of India after consult-
ing with two seniormost
judges of the Supreme Court
will have primacy and will be
binding on government except
in a couple of exceptional
Cases;
b) The government can not
make any appointment to the
Supreme Court or the High
Court unless it is in conformity
with the opinion of the Chief
Justice of India;

c¢)] The recommendation of
the Chief Justice of India is to
be arrived at by a detailed pro-
cess of consultation including
the views of the Government,
two seniormost Judges of the
Supreme Court and any other

Judge of the Supreme Court
whose opinion would be re-

garded as significant, and

d) The decision of the
Supreme Court in S P Gupta v
Union .of India (1982) 2
SCR365 [ a Bench of seven

judges) stands overruled.

(pl see LAWASIA Compara-
tive Constitutional Law New-
sletter. vel 1 no 7, December,
1993)

Now, let us consider the
events in those seven tumul-

by Md Abdur Rashid Advocate

tuous days in the history of our
judiciary in the light of the
principles laid down in the
above case with unbiased mind.

On 4th February, appoint-
ments of nine Judges of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh
of whom three from the judi-
cial service being the senior-
most and the rest are advo-
cates of the Supreme Court
were reported by the national
media. In the afternoon of the
same day, the Chief Justice of
Bangladesh in inaugurating the
Lawyers Conference of the
Bangladesh Bar council (a
statutory body of lawyers) with
heavy heart declared that he is
‘Mr Nobody' meaning that he
was not aware of such ap-
pointments. By this time the
lawyers gathered there as rep-
resentatives of the entire
comnmunity came to learn that
the President made appoint-
ments without any consultation
with the Chief Justice. The fol-
lowing day the learned advo-
cates of the Supreme Court Bar
Association assembled In an
emergent meeting to consider
such appointments of Judges
and after long deliberation
unanimously condemned the
action of the president in mak-
ing the appointments without
any consultation with the Chief

- Justice and demanded cancel-

lation of the appointments.

In another resolution, the
Bar requested the Chief
Justice not to administer oath
to the newly appointed judges.
The meeting formed a four-

teen-members committee to
communicate its decisions to
the Chief Justice, the
President. the Speaker of the
Parliament and the Prime
Minister. The Bar Council also
adopted similar resolutions
condemning the appoint-
ments. The whole nation also
was stunned at the stand of the
Government in the matter of
appointment, of judges of the
Supreme Court. Then, hectic
meetings and discussions were
held with the aforesaid func-
tionaries. The Prime Ministér
assured the nation through the
Bangladesh Television that the
convention and practice of
consultation with the Chief
Justice in the matter of ap-
pointment of a Judge of the

Supreme Court would be fol-
lowed. The senior members of
the lawyers’ committee also
happily informed the general
members of the Supreme
Court Bar on 8 February, 1994
that the appointments would
be cancelled and the conven-
tion and practice of consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice
would be reestablished. The
media was also of the similar
view. By the evening of 9
February, 1994, it became
clear that the government got
the names of seven judges of
the original list cleared by the
Chief Justice and the two se-
niormost candidates [rom the
Judicial service were replaced
by two judicial officers.

It was also know that the

take oath from the Chief
Justice on the following morn-
ing.

In the aforesaid circum-
stances, the Supreme Court
Bar could not convince itself
that the main purpose for con-
sultation with the Chief Justice
was achieved when they saw all
the six names of their frater-
nity were in tact there in the
list. The Bar knows its mem-
bers better than any body.
When a deserving member is
elevated to the Bench the Bar
is elated. When the contrary
happens, it reacts. So, the agi-
tation of the Supreme Court
Bar as expressed in the meet-
ing of 10 February. 1994 was
natural. The Bar decided not to
accord any felicitation to any of
the newly appointed Judges
being of the firm belief that
there was no such consultation
as was enunciated by the deci-
sion of the Indian Supreme
Court in the case of SCAORA.

Hence, the danger remains.
That is why the Bar is so much
concerned.

This time many weaknesses
were felt in the struggle for

independence of the judiciary *

and the rule of law. The media
showed tremendous interest
in covering the day to day de-
velopments over the crisis, But
in the end, they were vacillat-
ing about which way they
should go, perhaps, for the le-
gal position was not clear to
them. Now they can take a
stand in view of the legal posi-

_ ‘tion of the Chief Justice as dis-
cussed herein.

In India. the
decision in S P Gupta case was

severely criticised for many
years in the media. It should
also be noted that |

dence of the judiciary is not
for any benefit of the Judges
but for the rule of law and a
democracy.

The judiciary is also to be
convinced that it functions on
the public confidence which
has been given by the constitu
tion. [t should remember that
the lawyers are not the only
standard bearers for the inde-
pendence of judiciary and the
rule of law. To maintain and
strengthen the public confi-
dence what is expected of a
Judge has been best told by J
Bhagwati in the following
terms: The concept of inde-
pendence, of the judiciary is a
basic feature of the constitu-
tion, a noble concept which
inspires the constitutional

.scheme and constitutes the

foundation on which rests the '
edifice of our democratic

polity. If there is one principle

which runs through the entire

fabric of the constitution, it is -
the principle of the rule of law

and under the constitution, it

is the.judiciary which is en-

trusted with the task of keep-

ing every organ of the state

within the limits of law and

thereby making the rule of law

meaningful and effective,

The Judges should be of
stern stuff and tough fibre. un-
bending before power, eco-
nomic or political, and they
must uphold the core princi-
ple of the rule of law which
says, 'Be you ever so high, the
law is above you.'

The fate of independence of
the judiciary in Bangladesh will
not be secured unless it is ac-
cepted that the opimion of the
Chief Justice should hav e
primacy over the gpinions of
other functionaries in the ap-
pointmént of a Judge.

(Concluded)

newly appointed judges would

reasing
enough bullock, of finding something to draw tke
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plough, nationwide the problem is more com-
pounded.

Natural calamities have been cited as one big |
reason for the loss of cattlehead. Stealing ‘for
selling cows to the butcher has also been a factor
in the dwindling of cattle population in
Madaripur. Cyclones and tsunamies have for -
decades been playing havoc with our livestock re-
sources in the southern districts, at times killing
tens of thousands at a stroke. This has only aggra-
vated the existing problem of there being not
enough cattlehead for a 120-plus million popula-
tion — in terms of the four big uses they have for
us — by way of supplying
power and last but not the least, hides. The num- -
ber of cattlehead in absolute terms as well as a
proportion of the human population has ever
been falling into irrecoverable levels in spite of
what little the government has been doing in this
sector. Significant capital investment in the pri-
vate sector in this area of supreme national im-
portance is still very much wanting. :

Cattle population does not gain by leaps and
bounds. The mass killing of cattle by Kulaks in
the wake of the Great. October Revolution of 1917
inhibited the livestock situation for the whole
seven-decade duration of the Soviet Union. How
can we help our national livestock situation
knowing full well that there is not going to be any
radical departure in the governmental efforts in
the matter while private capital wouldn't also be
forthcoming by the billion? :

Meat is eaten in the cities and not significantly
in the villages. And the cities are soon going to
hold more and more people of our population.
Serious attempt should be made by the govern-
ment as also by social activist groups to devise
mechanisms that can cut sizeably down the meat
intake of the city populace. Of all possible actions
geared to coping with our impossible livestock
situation, this seems to be the most feasible. W
need to get a golden breather that could alloé

our cattle population to travel to a take-off posi-
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food, fertiliser, draught' |

Jamuna bridge

Sir, We cengratulate .the
honourable Prime Minister for
declaring the date of starting
construction of the multi-pur-
pose Jamuna bridge. The

‘bridge has been found viable in

all respects by the experts of
international repute. Any dis-

| cussion or controversy at this

stage may create misgivings in
the minds of many which may
prove to be harmful.

Some of the discussants
have said that the construction
of the bridge will not help
poverty alleviation. I do not
agree with them. During the
construction period of the
bridge, thousands of employ-
ment will be created. This
huge expenditure will generate
economic activities in the area

and that will help development

at the macro level too. When
completed, the people of the
entire country will be able to
perform trade and business
very easily. Those who are
opposing the construction of
the bridge are simply doing it
for opposition's sake. They do
not want even distribution of
development in the country.
The construction of Ka-
malapur Railway Station, Hotel
Shahbagh now IPGMR and the
New Market was also vehe-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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mently opposed at the initial
stage. But these have in the
long run proved to be very
useful. How can the country

reap the benefit of the
development keeping some
parts of it undeveloped and
uncommunicated? -

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Kalabagan, Dhalka.

Taj Mahal Road

Sir, We congratulate Mo-
hammad Hanif on his being
elected to the exalted position
of Mayor, Dhaka City Corpo-
ration. This august civic body is
responsible for the proper
management and maintenance
of roads, lanes, by lanes, alleys,
environmental pollution etc.

Of all the above sectors, a
major portion of Dhaka city
roads, barring posh areas, are

" lying in a state of dilapidation.

One such area is Taj] Mahal
Road, particularly Road Nos.
17 and 16, where the condi-
tion of the roads is better seen
than described. These two
roads are pot-holed, have
snuggled surface with cracks
and fissures, having been lying
in worst form of disrepair for
the last decade or so. It has
not been repaired despite
numerous public complaints,

'1994,
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causing untold sufferings to
the residents of these roads.

We the residents of this le-
cality would earnestly urge the
newly elected Mdyor, Moham-
mad Hanif, to take immediate
steps on a priority basis for the
repair and carpeting of these
two roads to reduce the
sufferings and inconvenience
caused to us.

N H Sufi
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

. eeeeee. backlash of

' reforms” -

Sir, I have read with great
interest what appeared in The
Daily Star of 18 February,
under the heading
“Policy dialogye with cabinet
colleagues Saifur refuses to
take all blame for backlash of
reforms”. Mr. Saifur Rahman is
partly right in saying so. But
then there should be no doubt
that as the Minister holding
the Finante portfolio he was
immediately responsible for
the reform measures not
suited to the conditions in
Bangladesh. Although as the
Finance Minister he has to ac-
cept that for most of the mea-
sures which have been taken
he is primarily responsible, it
should also be made clear that
the entire. cabinet is collec-
tively responsible for the re-
forms and all other measures.

Under the circumstances, it
appears to me (others probably
may have the same view) that
the Prime Minister should be
gracious enough to advise the
President to dissolve the en-
tire Cabinet and, thereafter,
the President should have the
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pleasure of requesting the
leader of the majority party to
form a new Cabinet. This pro-
cedure will be a blessing for
the country as well as for the
political parties in respect of
their organization or reorgani-
zation and for everybody.

It may be noted that proba-
bly the size of the Cabinet, in a
poor country like Bangladesh,
should not go beyond 20-25
members, including all cate-
gories of Ministers, namely,
the Cabinet Ministers, the
Ministers of State and the
Deputy Ministers. We should
all learn how to subordinate
our individual interests to the
collective interests. [ am write
this particularly taking into ac-
count the situation prevailing
in the country after the recent
Mayoral election results. [ be-
lieve that what I have said is
completely in keeping with
democratic practices, tradi-
tions and precedents.

M T Hagq
4/5-Pallabi,

Public Opinion

Sir, After the constiruction
of the 'Bijoy Sharani' road, I
was much pleased with the
creation of the wide road is-
land with trees. The vast tracts
on the two sides of the road
were simply crying out to be
developed in the same man-
ner. With the shifting of the
airport from Tejgaon it was
now possible to create a
beautiful green wonderland,
which could act as a' breathing
space for the city. We all know
how vital open green spaces
are for large cities, and, at the

Mirpur, Dhaka
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same time, how scarce they
have become.
‘autocratic’

Ershad regime we saw portion
of it taken for the ‘Defence
Forces Museum’'. What an ex-
emplary undertaking it would
have been if the whole patch of
land was developed in the
Ssame manner as the ‘Zia
Udyan'. It would have been a
sight indeed after the bustle of
the Farmgate area.

Another question surfaces
in this regard. What is the
need for such an enormous
museum at present, when we
have a national museum, here
in Dhaka. Do we really need
another museum to display war
machines? (which we do not
even make). | can name hun-
dred other important sectors
in which we can spend the
money. What do the public
benefit from such an undertak-
ing? And speaking of money,
we have seen how funds allo-
cated in the five year plans for
housing, have been diverted
for building five star hotels and
palaces for various rulers. This
type of spending of funds, allo-

cated in the budget for one

purpese, into others has been
a common practice in the past.
| earnestly urge the people to
think about this matter and
make their choices be known
Another matter that came
into my notice recently is the
effort of our city corporation to
beautify the look of the "Bijoy
Sharanl’. There was the
famous fountain’. built during
the Ershad regime and now
we have a fighter plane on the
other side and facing the
‘Sangsad Bhaban? Does such
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decision reflect the people’s
choice? If it does then | must
congratulate the concerned au-
thorities for their selection of
the ‘war machine' as a sculp-
ture. The setting of such a ‘toy-
like’ object in front of the
Parliament building gives a

sense of ‘tension’ and
‘Mockery' as well.
A Citizen
Dhalka
"Learning to Live
with India"

Sir, The very caption of the
article ‘Bangladesh is Learning
to Live with India’ by Kuldip
Nayar (DS 18 Feb. 94) is dis-

acing. It's an insult to our in-
jury caused by India as a pun-
ishment for our alleged ingrat-
itude to India who ‘gained in-
dependence for Bangladesh’ as
claimed by the government,
political parties., and media of
that country.

‘Bangladesh is learning to
live with India’ instantly
brought to my mind a cruel
joke which | had read long ago:
It goes like this: A young lady
who was married a few months
before and was not in good
termms with her husband went
to a fortune teller to know
what fate had in its store for
her. The fortune letter said
“"You will have to suffer like
this for two or three years’
She paused a while and asked
eagerly, “What next™ The re
ply from the astrologer was
grim, “Thereafter you would

learn to live with your miafor
tunes, peacefully”

K R Zakhmi,
Khulna



