‘ Come to CHITTAGONG Come to

BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The only place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD SEA
FOOD in CHITTAGONG Please try
| us and vou will love BANGKOK THAI
RESTAURANT more than ever before.
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NEWS BRIEFS

_iftar party

Leader of the ition in
Parliament and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina yesterday
‘hosted an iftar in honour of
ambassadors, high commis-
sioners, diplomats, heads of
- different UN missions, editors
of the different national
dailies, intellectuals, leaders of
business rommunity and en-
trepreneurs and retired high
civil and military officials. Held
at the Minto Road residence
of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the party was attended
by central leaders of the Awa-
mi League and mayors elect of

Dhaka and Chiftagong reports
BSS.

Pak army chief
m L] II m -
KARACHI, Feb 24 Pakistani
Army Chief General Abdul
Waheed is to visit China next
week, a military spokesman
sald here today. Waheed would
hold talks with Chinese offi-
cials on enhancing defence
cooperation between the two
countries, the spokesman
said. Sources said he is ex-
pected to explore the possi-
bitity of purchasing military
hardware. reports AFP

Jute goods gutted
in Khuilna city
KHULNA. Feb 24: A godown

of jute goods in the city was
heavily damaged by fire
tonight. According to the first
hand information. fire broke
out at Kadamtala godown at
9:30 pm. Firemen from the
city and Daulatpur rushed to
the spot and put the fire out
within 30 minutes [INB

Discussion on
Language Movement

The "Bhasha Sainik-o-RaJ
bandhi Parishad™ will hold a
discussion today at 10 am at
the Shilpakala Academy to pay
homage to 2] persons for their
contributions in the Language
Movement. reports UNB

All opposition parties in
Parliament, including the
Jamaat, agreed yesterday to in-
troduce a common bill propos-
ing elections under a care-
taker government and to take
a uniform stand on other is-
sues like alleged corruption by
the ministers, widespread ter-
rorism and independence of
the judiciary.

“We reached a consensus
that we will submit one bill
unitedly in the House to intro-
duce the provision of a care-
taker government,”
Mohammad Nasim. the Awami
League leader and Opposition
Chief Whip told The Dalily Star.

Three separate bills on the
formation of a care-taker gov-
ernment were earlier tabled in
the House by the Awami
League, Jatiya Party and the
Jamaat.

He said the opposition par-
ties also decided to place in
the House the documents re-

By Staff Correspondent

garding the alleged corruption
by the ministers instead of
forwarding them to the
Speaker.

The unprcccdenttd con-
sensus came dt a of all
the opposition parties in the
fifth Parliament chaired by
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina at her
Parliament office yesterday.

This is for the first time in
the last three years of the fifth
Parliament, that Jamaat-e-
Islami representatives at-
tended such a meeting con-

~vened by the Leader of the

Opposition.
Among those present at the

meeting were Abdus Samad
Azad, Tofael Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim, Sajeda
Chowdhury, Salauddin Yousuf
and Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
of the AL, Moulana Abdus
Sobhan and Sheikh Ansar Al of
the Jamaat, Jatiya Party's
Anwar Hossain Manju and

position plans common|
bill for care-taker govt

Monirul’ Huq Chowdhury,
Ganatantri Party's Suranjit
Sengupta, Workers Party's

Rashed Khan Menon, NDP's
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury

and 10J leader Maulana
Obaidul Hug.

The Opposition party lead-
ers will meet again on Sunday
as a follow up of their new
common approach, opposition
sources said.

At the one and a half-hour
meeting -yesterday, the leaders
said the ruling party had been
evading the discussions on al-
leged corruption and is failing
to initiate effective investiga-
tions into the allegations.

“We should remain united
to divulge the corruption of
the government as well as fight
for the independence of the
judiciary.” one AL leader was
quoted as saying at the meet-
ing.

According to sources, the

See page 12 Col 2

JS ruling on discussion

on corruptions Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

Allegations and counter al-
legations of corruption by
members of both the treasury
and the opposition benches
dominated the proceedings of
the Jatiyva Sangsad (JS) yester-
day

Accusing each other of cor-
rupt practices, the members of
both sides in the House. how-
ever, requested the Speaker to
fix a date for discussion on the
alleged corruptions of the rul-
ing party and the oppositiori.

The Speaker, hearing both
the sides, told the House that
he would give his ruling on the
issue next Sunday.

Earlier, he said he.¥as .
ready to allow deliberations on
alleged corruptions provided
the demands for the debate
were made as per rules. The
chair., however, apprehended
that such a general discussion

would not benefit the nation.

“There is also no precedent

per clippings

that any Parliament anywhere
in the world has even dis-
cussed an adjournment motion
on alleged corruptions of ei-
ther the government or the
opposition in general.” the
Speaker said. adding there
must be ‘'some substantial
proof of corruptions’ before
any discussion.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim yesterday
wanted to know from the chair
the fate of the notices of the
adjournment motions on the
alleged corruptions of 17 cabi-
net ministers. |

The notices were submit-

ded. to_the Parllament secte-

tariat on Tuesday and the
Speaker, while disposing of
the notices, had asked the op-
position MPs to submit the pa-
and some
‘documents’ supporting the al-
legations of corruption, as re-

See Page 12 Col 6 -

Report on
judiciary
bill placed

The select
port on the
(Amendment) Bill seeking in-
dependence of the judiciary
and rule of law was placed be-
fore the Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day. reports BSS.

The report along with the
bill as amended by the select
committee was laid before the
House by Housing and Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah on
behalf of the Chairman of the
select committee and Minster

committee re-

for Law, Justice and Parlia-

mentary Affairs Mirza Golam
Hafiz.

The bill in original was
submitted by Salauddin Yusuf
(AL) in accordance with the

.mmﬂ put-ling gf the three, =’

liances — fifteen party alliance,
seven-party alllance and five-
party alliance — for protection
of the fundamental rights of
the people, independence of

the judiciary and ensuring rule -

of law:
See Page 12 Col 1
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Foreign Minister A S M Mostafizur Rahman {R} receiving t;he maltmg Chmeae Vice-Premier
and Foreign Minister Qian Qichen (L) at the Zia International Airport yeaterday — PID photo

Dhaka to work
with Beijing
for global
peace: FM

Bangladesh is looking for-
ward to continued Chinese
Initiatives towards promoting
global peace and security and
encouraged at its constructive
role in Asia, particularly in this
region.

This was stated by Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahman at a dinner given in
honour of visiting Chinese Vice
Premier and Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen last night. reports
UNB.

"Dialogue and cooperation
is increasingly replacing con-
flict and confrontation in in-
ternational relations. China's
contributions to this process
ire ackfiowedged and %a-
mired by us. We are looking

forward to continued Chinese

Initiatives towards promoting
global peace and security.”

The Foreign Minister said
the people of Bangladesh

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Bilateral talks today

China will never seek
hegemony : Qian

Chinese Vice Premier and
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen
said last night that his country
will never seek hegemony but
remain a force for preserving
world peace and stability, re-
ports UNB.

“We will by no means seek
to establish spheres of influ-
ence or military bases at any
place on earth. China is and
will remain a force for preserv-
ing world peace and stability,"”
@Qian Qichen said at a banquet

given in his honour by his -

Bangladesh counterpart A S M
Mostafizur Rahman.

Absure’ and. rroundless’,
said Qian Qichen referring to
the recent allegations about
the 'China threat'' or even
China's expansion into the
Indian Ocean.

"We have made it clear on
many occasions that China
unswervingly pursues and in-

dependent foreign policy of
peace and will never seek

emony," he said.

eciprocating the senti-
mt:ntu expressed by Foreign
Minister Mostafizur Rahman in
his address of welcome, the
Chinese leader said he is con-
vinced that cooperation be-
tween China and Bangladesh in
all fields will further develop
in. depth and breadth with
concerted efforts nf the two
countries.

The Chinese Vice Premier
said China and h are
friendly neighbours which en-
joy profound traditiona) friend-
ship.

111¢ two countries are car-

E ogut fruitful cooperation
in the economic, trade, scien-

tific and technological, cultural

and other fields and have sup-

ported each other and coop-
Sec Page 12 Col 4
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Shopping is gradually getting a momentum at the city markets as was seen yesterday, two

weeks ahead of the Eid-ul-Fitr.

— Star photo
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OTI’IISSIOI‘I of lines from PM's speech

Environmental lawyers threaten

action against FAP authorities

The Bangladesh Environ-
mental Lawyers Association
IBELA) is planning to go for
legal action against the
authorities of the Floed Action
Flan (FAP] for omitting three
important paragraphs of the
Prime Minister's speech in
one of its FAP documents

BELA leaders have already
sent letters to the Chief
Engineer of the Flood Plan
Coordination Organisation (FP
CO| as well as the Resident
Coordinator of the FAP from
the World Bank Wednesday
secking correction and inclu-
sion of the paragraphs within
six weeks

The Second Conference on
FAP which took place in
Dhaka in 1992 carried the in
augural address of the Prime
Minister without the para

| graphs in which she high-

Star Report

lighted the need for people's
partictpation in all levels of the
FAP planning.

The omission of paragraphs
had reduced the thrust of the
people-oriented developmgnt
policy of the democratic gov
ernment and undermined
the significance of the spee
ch.” the BELA letter pointed
ot

‘We must remember that
development is nothing ab-
stract Masses are at the cen-
tre of all development efforts
Development is for them. " the
PM had noted while address-
ing the opening of the second

erence. S0 we have to pay
due importance to the people's
participation while Fn-rmujatmg
flood control projects.” she
acidedd

The letter sent by the BELA
leaders requested the FPCO

and the World Bank to recall
or withdraw all copies of the
proceedings circulated within
and outside the country
reprint the entire speech as
was delivered by the PM with
corrigendum for omissions

Environmiental activists as
well as a group of pro-envi-
ronment NGOs are vocal
against the ambitious water
management project — the
FAP — on the ground that it
lacks people’'s participation at
some levels

Talking to The Dally Star
Dr Mohiuddin Farcoque, Se-
cretary General of BELA, said
they will go for legal action il
noe actiorn is taken to correct
the omission

The emphasis of the Prime
Minister s address was on in
volving people at all levels in

See Page 12 Col B

No scope for JS

debate on

corruption: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The policy makers of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) said that three was

'‘no scope for a general debate

in JS on alleged corruption as
agreed upon in Parliament
yesterday by both the opposi-
tion and treasury benches.

In an informal meeting of
the policy makers immediately
after the session, they con-
cluded that "the discussion
must be held within the per
view of existing parllamentary
rules,” according to a top BNP
leader who attended the
meeting.

According to the rules, the
House can debate any charges
of corruption against any min
ister or member after it is
substantiated by necessary
documents.

Later in the afternoon. the
standing committee of the
BNP resumed its meeting with
Prime Minister Begurh Khaleda
Zia in the chair. The meeting
was adjourned until today.

No substantive discussion
was made during the half an
hour meeting at the Tejgaon
office of the Prime Minister,

The committee may discuss
the latest parliamentary devel
opments as well as organisa
tional matters today,

Doctors 1n
Barisal

on strike

From Staff.Correspondent

BARISAL. Feb 24: Doctors of
the Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College and Hospital (SBMC)
and Sadar Hospital here have
gone on strike for an indefinite
period from today

The strike was called by the
Bangladesh Medical Associa
tion (BMA). Barisal unit and
the Internee Doctors Asso
ciation (SBMC| protesting the
beating up of Dr Sajal Banerjee,
an Assistant Professor of the
Cardjovascular Department of
the Medical College by two
relatives of a patient, Advocate
Ismail Hossain Khan

Advocate Khan died ol a
massive cardiac arrest al the
hospital

Meanwhile

See Page 12 Col 3

critic ally in

Dilemma over loans to

BSB, BSRS projects

By Sohel Manzur

The nationalised commer-
cial banks (NCBs) of the coun-
try are hesitating to provide
working capital to the BSB and
BSRS financed projects be-
cause of the lack of equal right
(pari passuw) on their fixed and
floating assets.

According to banking
sources, the existing rules are
not enough to protect the in-
terests of the banks, rather the
rules often create complica-
tions in disbursement and
realisation of loans.

Under the existing rules,
the BSB (Bangladesh Shilpa
Bank| and BSRS (Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha) have to
issue no objection certificate
to the banks every year for
providing working capital to
the projects. The two DFls
(Development Financing
Institutions]) also permit the
bartks to establish second
charge on the fixed assets of
the projects

As the first charge on the

assets remains in favour of the
BSRS and the BSB [enabling

them to sell the assets without
any permission from the
banks, the NCBs have been
facing difficulties in realising
the loans, the sources pointed
out

According to the sources,
the working capital for any in-
dustrial unit is sanctioned
against its pledged assets and
hypothecation. The pledged
assets remain under the con-
trol of the banks, but the hy-
pothecations remain with the
entrepreneurs. When the in-
dustry terms sick for any rea-
son, the banks have to face
problems in realising the loans
against the hypothecation.

Meanwhile, a high level
meeting held last year at the
Ministry of Finance agreed that
only a pari passu on the fixed
and floating assets of a particu-
lar industrfal unit. which has
to take loan from various insti-
tutions, can protect the inter-
ests of the institutions and
ensure quick recovery of loans.
The ministry however is yet to
issue any order in this regard.

Aziz still at large : All
police attempts fail

By Staff Correspondent

The police have raided all
possible hide-outs to nab Alhaj
Abdul Aziz. main accused of
the Nawabgan) killings. but all
their attempts ended in failure
until vesterday Six people had
died n the incident on
January 31

A police source told The
[Yaily Star vesterdav that the
police had raided different
places in Mymensingh, Nai
singdi Munshigan] Kishore
ganj. Noakhali Feni Faridpur
("hittagong and other areas b
Ariz and his family members
are still at large

The sixteen other accused
are also absconding The police
believe same of the accused
may have left the country

However police officials be
Heve that Aziz continues (o
remain in the country but they
are ncertain about his where
ahxnits

Meanwhile the police have

arrested another person for
his alleged involvement in the
January 31 killings Nur Mo

hammad allas Budda was ar

rested from Narsingdi on
Tuesday raising the arrest fig
ure to 13

Budda was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jatl vesterday
after interrogation in the city s

Ddetective Branch at Minto
Road according 1o a DB
SOVITCE

A commissioner candidate
for Ward No 59, Alhaj Abdul

Aziz along with his accom
plices attacked the supporters

of Humayvun Kabir., commis
sioner elect. leaving six people
dead and many others injured
on the day following the polls

Humayun Kabir lodged a
rase with Lalbagh pohce acenas
img 148 people imncluding  Ab
dul  Azir of the multiple mur
ders

—

Taka devalued
further

By Inam Ahmed

The Bangladesh Bank has
further devalued the Taka by

six paisa to a' dollar with im-
mediate effect from Thursday,

~according to Finance Ministry

sources. .
The Bangladesh Bank's
buying rate for one US dollar
will now be Tk 40.03 and the
selling rate Tk 40.23.
. The devaluation became
inevitable because of a de-
crease in deflation rate and

depreciation of partner coun-
tries’ currencies.

The deflation rate is now

approaching to a zero inflation

from the deflationary trend.
The inflation rate was minus
.38 per cent in December last
year. It now stands at minus
.03 per cent.

This is the third time that
the government had devalued
its currency this year. .

The last devaluation was a

-reaultnfthe(:hmuem-

tion of its currencies.

The country's exports will
now be more competitive, fi-
nancial experts said' adding
that the country can accom-
modate another two to three

per cent devaluation at this
moment.

Japanese emperor
to host luncheon
for Khaleda

The emperor and empress
of Japan will host a court lun-
cheon at the imperial palace in
honour of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia during her
forthcoming visit to Japan, re-
ports BSS.

This . was announced in
Tokyo by the Director-General
for Public Information and
Cultural Affairs of the Foreign
Ministry of Japan, a message
received here yesterday said.

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, who is likely to
pay an official visit to Japan
from March 28 to April 1, will
be received in audience on
Marek 71 at the imperial
palace by their majesties of the
emperor and empress. -

The announcement said the
Prime Minister of Japan and
Mrs Hosokawa will host a din-
ner at their official residence
in honour of Begum Khaleda
Zia on March 29,

Begum Khaleda Zia will hold
a press conference on the
concluding day of her five-day
visit at the National Press Club
in Tokyo, it added. -

The announcement further
sald some business organisa-
tions will host a luncheon on
March 30 in honour of
Bangladesh Prime Minister.

IMF warns against
using its name

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has warned against
using its name in connection
with issuance of various de-
nominated instruments or of-
fers of participation in certain
financial schemes, reports
UNB.

The warning, issued from
Washington by the treasurer of
the IMF, was available from
Bangladesh Bank yesterday.

“The Fund does not issue
any obligations called 'Prime
Bank Notes, Prime Bank
Guarantees, Bill of Exchange or
Bill of Equity or extended any
credit lines through commer-
cial banks or other agencies'."
said IMF clarifying its position.

“Moreover, the IMF does
not guarantee debentures or
other financial instruments ls-
sued by a member country or
any other entity. It does not Is-
sue to countries or to outside
parties an IMF Number, IMF
Country Registration Number,

See Page 12 Col 3

NDP men attack
a Raozan village:

Woman shot

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24: A
group ol armed activists of the
National Democratic Party
INDF] reportedly attacked
Andermanik village of Raozan
thana last evening firing indis-
criminately. police said. .

[during the attack one
Jesmin Aktar, 22, received se-
rious bullet wounds while she
was standing in front of her
house police sald adding that
a cow was also hit.

The injured Jesmin was
atimitted into the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital wh-
ere her condition was stated to
be oritical.

Police informed that some
("hhatra League activists im-
mediately  launched a counter
Attack forcing the NDP ac-
tivists to flee the village. Police
rushed to the spot after the
incident .



