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Partex b’ball

Sports Reporter

Defending champions Azad
Boys had another close call
when they were stretched 56
52 by Dhumketu Club in a
keenly contested match of the
Partex First Division basketball
league at the Outer Stadium
wooden floor gymnasium yes

terday .

Azad to hold on to
a 25-22 points lead in the first
haif.

Parvez, Aklas and Sadi were
the main scorers for Azad with -
14, 12 and 10 respectively

Titas and Nahad caged 14
and 11 respectively for the
losers.

Azad have earned 15 points
playing nine matches while
Dhumketu have collected 14
points from ten outings.

Angels take on Eagles in to-
day’s match.

Pallab stays
ahead

Sports Reporter -

Shawkat Hossain Pallab
maintained his lead securing
five and a half points, when he
drew with Tanima Parveen in
the sixth round match of the
United Insurance International
Masters' (IM) chess competi-
tion at the chess room of .
*National Sports Council yes-
terday.

Four playcrs remained in
the second position with fiﬂ:
points each.

They are : Arifuzzaman
Sikder, Aminul Islam, Tanima
Parveen and Moniruzzaman
Moni.

Arif beat Monzur Alam,
Aminul defeated Din
Mohammad, while Moni won
against Hanif in their respec-
tive matches.

Players who stayed in the
third positions on four and a
half points were : Amir Ho-
.ssain, Khurshed Alam, Badrul
Alam, Sheikh Nasir Ahmed.
Tayebur Rahman, Kazal Mah-
mud, Monzur Alam, Khalid
Shawkat Prince, Abu Sufian
Shakeel., Enayet and M R
Milki.

In brother"s
footsteps

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 23:
Egyptian striker Hossam
Hassan has joined his brother
IJbrahim on the sidelines after

sent off in a national

league match, reports AFP.

Hossam, 27, was dismissed
for trying to hit an, eppoment.
When shown the red card. the

tal star tore off his

w
jersey and flung it on the

His defender brother Ibra-
him Hassan received a worl-
dwide one-year ban for trying
to hit the referee after the
African Super Cup final in
South Africa, which Al-Ahly
lost 1-0 to Zamalek.

Hossam was suspended
until April 30 — the final day of
the domestic season. It is a se-
vere blow to his club and na-
- Hossam plays for Cairo team

Al-Ahly, who top the champi-
onship but are being hotly pur-
sued by Ismailia and Zamalek.

“The consistent scorer is
also a key member of the
Egyptian squad preparing for
the African Nations' Cup finals
next month where he could
lack match practice.

Al-Ahly support the suspen-
sion, according to manager
Tarek Salem. "Hossam is a

great loss to the club, but

priniciples should not be com-
promised,” he said.

Al-Ahly refused to defend
the. African Cup Winners' Cup
in protest at the suspension of
Hossam's brother. But that
move backfired when - they
were barred from Africa for

two years and fined 5,000 dol-
lars.

.HPA hails
appointment

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Hockey Players'
Association (HPA) welcomed
the appointment of Major

General Mohammad Abdur Rah

PSC as the president of the

Hockey Federation
(BHF). according to an associa-
tion press release issued yes-
terday. ;

Snow stalls

SOCCer

LONDON, Feb 23:
snow in northern England

forced the postponement of
Wednesday's second leg of the

English League Cup semifinal
between Sheffield Wednesday

and Manchester United. re-
ports AP.

Officials at Sheffield's
Hillsborough stadium
no problems with the field, but
the winter weather was caus-
ing havoc on the mountain
roads that would be used by
many Manchester fnns to travel
to the game.

The match was rescheduled
for March 2.

Manchester United won the
first leg 1-0 Feb.-13 at Old
Trafford. The winner will play
either Tranmere of Aston Villa
in next months final at
Wembley Stadium.

Bangladesh s hy
ped up campaign
for a place In cn
cket's big league
was severely jol

Htav;y

tedd yesierday . as they suflfered
a 46 run defeat to favouriles
Netherlands in a guarter-final
tie of the fifth 1CC Trophy at
the Premier Club ground of
Nairobi, Kenya

Although the quarterfinals
of this meet is not a knock -out
one and Bangladesh have still

two more matches, winning of

which can still earn them a
ticket. dices appear rather too
heavily loaded against them as
ene of their two upcoming ri-
vals will be hosts Kenya, now
in terrific form Bangladesh
play Kenya on Friday and their
last gquarterfinal match is billed
for Sunday against Hong Kong.
Smarting under a heavy six-
wicket defeat to the mighty U.
A. E on last Monday,
Bangladesh once again suffered
from acute batting crisis, an ir
reversible and incurable trend
from the very outset which has
now brought Bangladesh to an
abyss of pessimism. Seeded
second in this 20-team fray of
the associate members of ‘the
ICC, Bangladesh entered the
competition with a view to
earn the right to play in fthe
next World Cup besides win-
ning the title. Three top teams
of the meet will join the nine
Test playing countries in the
instant cricket's world cham-
pionship to be scheduled to be
¢o-hosted by India, Pakistan
and Shri Lanka, in 1996.
Chasing 206 for a win from
50 overs, Bangladesh were all
out for 159 against top-seeds
Holland.
~ Opener Jahangir Alam who
had scored a sparkling ton in
the previous match which
adesh lost to the U. A E,
by six-wicket, topscored with
48 as all other major batsmen

.fell for insignificant contribu-

tions to the total.

In fact Bangladesh were
never really in the hunt for the
target as perhaps, awed by the
occasion théy got off to a
painfully slow start with just
14 runs coming from the first
11 overs. Things kept on
changing for the worse with

Bangladesh hopelessly placed .

at 44 for four afier the com-
pletion of 22 overs. :

Although all rounder
Enamul Huq remained un-
beaten on 29 and Mizanur
Rabman Babul clnuted 28 in
his first match, Bangladesh's
doom was never in doubt and

: 'Lht: innings was well and trulv

Sports Reporter

wrapped up Iin 48 overs
Sulfice it will be for a clue to
the pathetic batting display
that only skipper Faruque
Ahmed and Selim Shahed, fol-
lowing up his half-century in
the previous match made it to
the double figures.

Although Visee took four
Bangladeshi wickets, skipper
Lubbers and Lefebvre did the
damage as they handled the
new ball superbly to restrain
the Bangladeshi openers from

indulging
flourish. They also prised out
three top order batsmen to ef-
fectively break the back bone
of the Bangladeshi batting.

Jansen who proved a bit

into some early

costly had the Iimportant
scalps of Minhazul Abedin and
Akram Khan. the two pillars of
strength in the Bangladeshi
middle order Minhaz better
known as Nannu made one
while Akram who brought
Bangladesh to the quarterfinal
with a superb undefeated half-
century against the U. S. A_ fell
for four.

Earlier skipper Faruque

won the toss and de-
to field first. Young, left-
arm spinner who was one of
the three newcomers following
changes from the team that
played against the U. A. E.,
opened the attack with
Jahangir Talukdar Dulu and
celebrated his debut with a su-
perb analysis of two for 27
from ten owvers.

Seamer ‘Mizanur Rahman
normally mean customer
played his first match as expe-
rienced new ball. bowler Golam
Nawsher, so far the most suc-
cessful Bangladesh bowler was
rested for a muscle injury.
Awed by the occasion Mizan,
however, gave away 16 runs
from only two overs and never
got back the ball.

'Dutch dilute dreams

Jahangir donned the gloves
as regular wicket keeper Nasir
Ahmed was left out to bolster
the all-round strength of the
team by the Inclusion of
Jahangir Talukdar Dulu. The
enthusiastic all rounder could
not make much headway leav-
ing it to young Saikat who re-
placed off-spinner Shariful Haq
Plabon to do some justioe to
the change in the combination.

However, part-time bowler
Minhazul Abedin Nannu was
statistically the most success-
ful bowler with a haul of three
for 33.

Van Oosterom wWAaS
Netherlands' top scorer with
64 as his side was all out for

. 205 in 48.3 overs.

Skelgper Lubbers who later
tightly made 34 while
Afonso and Visee chipped in

with useful quickfire scores of

22 and 21 rﬂlﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ

HOLLAND
N Clarke b Sailkat 13
R V Oosterom run ot 64

» B Lubbers (capt) c Abedin b A Khan 34

J D Leede ruan out 18
R Lefebvre ¢ F Ahmed b Saikat 12
R Scholte run out
F Aponso ¢ J Dulu b M Abedin 22
H Visee c E Hag b M Abedin 21

B Kuijiman not out 7
E de Man run out 2
F Jansen b M Abedin 0
Extras: 8
Total: 2056

Fall of wickets: 1-18;: 2-88;
3-124; 4-142; 5-150; 6-155;

*7-182; 8-200; 9-204; 10-205.

Bowling: OMBRYW
Jahangir Talukder Dulu 6 - 20

Saikat Sharfodowla 10 127 2
Mizanur Rahman 2 -18 -
Minhazul Abedin 83 -33 3
Athar Ali Khan 10 -850 1
~ Enamul Haq Moni e 138 -
Selim Shahed 3 -18 -~

BANGLADESH
Athar Al Khan Ibw Lefebvre 7

Jahangir Alam ¢ 8§ Lubbers b H Visee 48
Faruque Ahmed (capt) ¢ R Scholte b

Cubbers 11
Minhamil Abedin ¢ R Scholte b F Jansen |
Aminul [slam run out '
Akram Khan b F Jansen 4
Selim Shahed ¢ R ¥V Oosterom b H Viaee 1]
Enamul Hag Moni not out 28
Jahangir Talukder Duly b H Visee 4
Mizanur Rahman b H Visee 28
Saikat Sharfodowla b Lefebvre 2
Extras: 5
Total: 159

Fall of wickets: 1-15; 2-38;

. 3-43; 4-45; 5-51: 6-95: 7-96;

8-103; 9-156; 10-159.

Bowling: O M R W
S Lubbers (capt)10 -* 20 1
R Lefebvre 9 4 10 2
F Jansen 9 - 44 2
- F Aponso 100" T 388 -
H Visee Y - _32 4

Tim De Ledee 3 -

Kenya ride on Tikolo trio

NAIROBI, Feb 23:
Kenya's three Ti-
kolo brothers are
inspiring their
team's bid for a
“crack at the big
gun-a of Test cricket in the

ICC qtr

fixtures

NAIROBI. Feb 23: Draw for
the quarter-finals of the ICC
Trophy cricket In Nairobi, re-
poris AFP.

Quarter-finals to be played
in round robin system with top
four nations going to semi-fi-

Feb 25 — Holland v Hong
Kong, Kenya v Bangladesh,
Ireland v Bermuda, Canada v
United Arab Emirates.

Feb 27 — Holland v Kenya,

- Bangladesh v Hong Kong,

Ireland v Canada, United Arab
Emirates v Bermuda.

PHILIP SNOW PLATE DRAW

Feb 24 — Papua New Guinea
v Argentina, Namibia v Fiji,
Malaysia v USA, Israel v
Denmark

Feb 25— Gibraltar v Singa-
pore, East and Central Africa v
West Africa, Papua New Guinea
v Namibia, Argentina v Fliji,
Malaysia v Israel, USA v
Denmark :

Feb 27— Gibraltar v East and
Central Africa,. Singapore v
West Africa

Feb 28—Papua New Guinea v
Fiji, Argentina # Namibia, Ma-
la}rsia v Denmark, USA v Israel.

1996 World cup.
Reporter.

Tom, Steve and David, from
the coastal town of Mombasa,
have already helped Kenya to
qualify for the quarter-finals of
the ICC [International Cricket
Council) Trophy with four wins
out of four in the group games.

The top three teams from
the trophy will join the nine
Test-playing teams in the
World Cup to be jointly staged

reports

. by India, Pakistan and Shri

Lanka.

Kenya's games have been
packed out and the atmospher
has been akin to a Test match
in India or the West Indies, al-
beit on a smaller scale.

The enthusiasm has a
sounder basis than mere patri-
otism, however, because Kenya

have a very good chance of -

winning the tournament.
They are a charismatic side,

perfectly equipped for one-day

cricket in that many of their
players are all-rounders.

Tom the eldest of the
Tikolo boys, captains the team.
His batting position depends

on when he thinks the inrﬂngs

needs some impetus.

David, the youngest, is nom-

inally a' seam bowler but on
Sunday with overs running out
t Canada he came in at
number eight and struck 40
not out from just 31 balls to
win the game. :
Steve is very much the star

of the side. When Natal toured

Havelange isn't

=

qlll

. NEW YORK, Feb

g 23: FIFA presi-

dent Joao Have-

lange on Tuesday

publicly dismi-
ssed recent me-
dia speculation that he may
soon quit as head of the world
soccer body, reports Reuter.

Addressing journalists be-
fore a two-day International
Football Federation (FIFA)
World Cup meeting here, the
77-year-old Brazilian set the
record straight.

Head of FIFA for nearly 20
years and facing reelection this
year. Havelange said that "in
the face of the publishgd ru-
mouts’ he had met the presi-
dents of dll five soccer confed-
erations within FIFA.

He said all five had con-

{ firmed his nomination and

just yet

aakﬁd him to stand for another

four-year term.

"Throughout my life, when-
ever | have been elected 1 Rave
never stood down. | am going
to the end of my mandate.”
Havelange told a cluster of re-

porters later.

An editorial in the February
issue of the widely-read World
Soccer e ran under the
headline "Does Havelange in-
tend going on and on as FIFA
president?”

The sub-title added: "Say it
ain't so, Joao."

Havelange also spoke about
legendary Brazilian Pele,
whose absence from the offi-
cial World Cup draw cere-
monies in Las Vegas in De-

cember brought criticism on
FIFA.

Kenya last year South African
all-rounder Clive Rice was suf-

ficiently impressed by him to

say that he was Test class.

Batting at number three,
Steve has a full repertoire of
sirokes and he hits the ball
with tremendous power.

All three brothers have the
‘kind of temperament which
thrives on the big occasion.

It is ironic that while most
of - the Kenyan team are
African, most of the crowd are
Asian. Kenyan cricket was
dominated by the Asian com-
munity for 50 years.

However, there is no extra

support for Rajab Ali and Asif

Karim, the two Asians in the
Kenyan side. Théy are simply
.partof a well rounded team.

=1

Other ICC
results

NAIROBI. Feb 23: Results of
ICC (International Cricket Co-
uncil) Trophy 50-o%er quarter
final matches today. reports
Reuter.

Kenya beat Hong Kong by
eight wickets. Hong Kong 86
in 33.1 over (Alfred Njguna 5-
24, Martin Suji 3-17). Kenya
90-2 off 16 overs (Kennedy
Otieno 52 not out).

Bermuda beat Canada by
eight wickets. Canada 149-9 in
43.2 overs (Ingleton Liburd 42,
Noel Gibbons 4-31), Bermuda
151-2 off 35 owers (Albert
Steede 48, Dexter Smith 44).

United Arab Emirates beat
Ireland by 59 runs. United

.Arab Emirates 295-4 innings

closed (Mazhar Hussein 122,
Azhar Saeed 54), Ireland 236-
9 innings closed (Angus Dun-
lop 44, Arshad Laiq 4-49).

Faisal moves
into gtrs

Sports Reporter

Faisal Syed Haq of Bangla-
desh moved into the bagys’
singles quarter-finals of the
eighth Bangladesh interna-
tional junidor tennis champi-
onship at the Ramna Tennis
Complex yesterday.

On the second day of the
world junior ranking meet
Faisal earned a hard fought 7-
9, 7-5 victory over Marc Hahn
the lone German representa-
tive in the meet.

Faisal who is seeded second
in the tourney will take on
Indian Joydev Shetty today.

Another local lad, Tofazzal
Hossain went down fighting in
a keenly-contested match
against top seeded Roymani
Puttipong of Thailand losing 6-
7 (6-8), 3-6. Tolazzal was lead-
ing the first set 5-2 before
loosing the initiative.

Puttipong will face compa-
triot Witoonpanich Bhee in the
quarter-final. Bhee earned an
easy passage in the last eight of
boys’ singles eliminating
Shamim Ahsan Roni of
Bangladesh 6-1, 6-0.

Besides,
matches. eight girls’ singles
and boys' doubles matches and
two girls’ doubles matches
were decided on the second
day of the five-day long meet.

The boys singles quarter-
finals will start at 9 am today.

Meanwhile, Yenny Kamala-
wati and Priscilla Mertina of

- Indonesia and Anuchan Mon-

tika and Wongkamalasai of
Thailand qualified for the girls’
doubles semi-finals.

The Indonesian pair routed
Bangladesh’'s Sathy Sarkar and
Yasmin Ahmed Urmi 6-3, 6-2
in the quarter-final.

They will take on Thailand's
Suksamran Phorhathai and T
Phornsarin in the first semi-fi-
nal today.

Montika and Wongkamalasai
conceded only three games to
Bangladesh's Taslima Khatun
Lucky and Khaleda Fowzia
Choitaly in their 6-1, 6-2 win.

Italy beaten

NAPLES, Italy, Feb 17: Italy
made an ummpreq,nhre start to

their preparations for the:

World Cup finals when they
were surprisingly beaten 1-0 at
home by France in a friendly
international on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

Monaco's Yuri Djorkaeff
scored the only goal of the
game on the stroke of half-
time to give the French a well-
deserved first victory on Italian

Josep h Blntt.ar (L) FIFA general secretary
Rothanberg (R), chairman of the World Cup UBA '94, hold

* soil in 82 years.

and Alan

up the coveted trophy at a FIFA reception in New York on

Feb 22.

— AFP photo

the . boys' singles .

KHULNA. Feb 23
Feni moved into
the final of the
22nd Sher-e-Ban-
gla Cup national
football champi-
onship rlinﬂnatln.g defending
champion Dhaka University
IDU) 3-2 at the focal stadium
here today.

The sprited Feni enjoying
full-throated support from the
locad crowd established an ap-

parently formnidable 3-0 lead in
the first half

Mizanur Rahman (Sr)
scored two goals while
Muraduzzaman Shimu netted
the other for the winners.

Dhaka University who had
six national players in their
ranks staged a late rally to
score two goals Sattayajit Das
Rupu netted both the goals for
the lossers.

Feni who dominated the
better part of the proceedings

DHAKA THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24,

From Staff Correspondent

got the first goal in the 11th
mirmie.

The goal came from a
penalty after Pappa (Sr) of
Dhaka University handled the
ball in the danger zone to
thwart a Feni attack Mizan
converted the spot kick for
Fend (1-0).

The goal marked unabated
onslaughts on the disorganised
Dhaka University citadal and
Feni doubted the margin in the
38th minute.

Mizan took full advantage of
a defensive lapse and slotted
past Dhaka University custo-
dian Sayed Hasan Kanan from
close range (2-0).

One minide into the
breather Shimu of Feni sealed
the fate of the match shooting
on Larget from a goalmouth
melee 3-0.

Dhaka University who did
little to justify their seeding
found their rhythm midway
through second half pulling

SpOl‘t ﬁ

Feni dump DU out of Cup

back two goals.

In the 27th minute of the
second hall Rupu reduced the
margin for Dhaka University 3-
] ;

He scored his second goal
four minutes before the long

whistle by a powerpacked
right footer 3-2.

Mizanur (Jr), Shahjada,
Ratan and Jilani of Feni and
Pappu (Sr) of Dhaka
University were cautioned with
the yellow card for rough play.

Feni will meet the winners
of the Khulna-Narayanganj tie,
in the final on Saturday.

FENI: Selim. Shahajada.
Mizanur (Jr), Ataur. Shimu
(Dulal), Mizanur (Sr). Bachchu.
Ratan and Jilani.

DU: Kanan (Bijoy), Alamgir.
Faisal, Masud Rana. Pappu (Sr},
Roxy., Rupu. Pappu (Jr). Amir
Khan (Sheyeb), Zahir and
Mintoo.

KINGSTON,
Jamaica. Feb 23:
Courtney Walsh,
often the unsung
herd among the
| West Indies fast
bowlers, stepped into the
spotlight at Sabina Park with a
blistering spell that put
England on the ropes in the
first Test, s Reuter.
Walsh captured two for 35
in 14 overs of sustained hostil-
ity on Monday's third day to
leave England reeling at 80 for
four, still needing 93 more
runs to avoid an innings defeat
when the Test resumes on
Wednesday after the rest day.
Jamaican paceman Walsh
undermined England by dis-

patching key pair Robin Smith,
who earned his reputation as

an accomplished player of fast
bowling, and captain Mike
Atherton.

Walsh used the bnunl:tr ef-
fectively and varied his angle of
delivery by going round the
wicket, a tactic that, earned
him Atherton's wicket.

Since his Test debut at
Perth in the first match of the
1984-85 series against

Australia. Walsh has served

West Indies staunchly and suc-
cessfully, though rarely makes
the headlines.

Fellow fast bowlers Michael
Holding. Joel Garner, Malcolm

COURTNEY WALSH

Marshall, all now retired, and

latterly Curtly Ambrose have

usually stolen the spotlight.
Yet Walsh has collected an

impressive haul of 206 wickets

in 61 Tests during a career
split between playing county
cricket with Gloucestershire
since 1984. ‘

Kingston-born Walsh has

rWalsh gets his due at last

clearly found Sabina Park to be
a favourite venue, achieving his
best Test bowling figures here
with six for 62 india im~
1989 and producing his most |
successful Test performance
against England on the same
ground four years ago when he
took five for 68.

The current opening maitch
of the five-Test series has been
a good contest for another
Jamaican, Jimmy Adams, who
in only his fifth Test has con-
tributed tly with both
bat, ball and in the fleld.

Adams. whose left-arm spin
accounted for Graeme Hick in
England's first innings, scored
his Test best of 95 not out
with a disciplined piece of
batting marked by excellent
timing and placement, and he
has also held four catches.

All-rounder Adams won his
Test place here only because
Carl Hooper was ruled out with
a back injury but the
Jamaican's compelling. form
poses West Indies an intrigu-
ing selection task when
Hooper returns.

Scores: England 234 and
80-4, West Indies 407,

Agassi as agile

SCOTTGDALE,
Arizona, Feb 23:
Andre Agassi ma-
de a triumphant
return to compe-
tition after a five-
month layoff on Tuesday when
he beat Mark Keil 6-1, 6-2 in
the first round of the dollar
288,750 Atizona men's tennis

championships, reports
Reuter.
In other first round-

matches, 1987 Arizgna cham-
pion and third seed Brad
Gilbert of the United States
beat Sweden's Jan Appel 6-3.
6-3 and 1992 champion
Stefano Pescosolido of  Italy
eliminated eighth- seeded
Russian Andrei Cherkasov 6-4,
6-1.

Agassi, the current defend-
ing champion, showed no

signs of rust after having
surgery on his right wrist in

" late December.

"l sure missed it. It felt ab-
solutely incredible,” said Agassi
after his 57-minute romp past
Keil.

"I missed doing what I love,
period," added the fifth-
seeded. Agassi. whose world
ranking has dropped to 32.
“These past few monthg | con-

cluded how much [ love what I
do. I couldn't step smiling out
there tonight.”

Agassi said he started his
match with a case of the jitters
but they quickly disappeared.

‘It was well past the point

of being nervous." the former ;

Wimbledon champion said. "It
was a question of missing the
excitement and adrenalin. I
felt all those things. 1 still felt a
little nervous but that went
away quick."

Agassi, 23, said he had

mixed feelings about his per-
formance.

'In bne sense | was very
surprised how well I played. In
another sense, no.

‘I've been working so hard.
I'm in the best sharpe of my
life." said Agassi, who has shed
15 pounds (seven kg) since
the US Open last September.

McEnroe, Becker

join forces

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands,
Feb 23: John McEnroe and
Boris Becker. who were oppo-
nents in one of the most
memorable matches in tennis
history, were on the same side
of the court Tuesday night, re-
ports AP.

* They teamed to beat Jan
Siemerink of the Netherlands
and Daniel Vacek of the Czech
Republic 7-6, 7-6 in a first-
round doubles match at the
Rotterdam indoor tournament.

Together, McEnroe and
Becker have won 12 Grand
Slam singles titles.”McEnroe
also has won 10 Grand Slam
doubles titles, including the
1992 Wimbledon crown with
Michael Stich.

In 1987, Becker beat
McEnroe in a classic Davis. Cup
match that lasted 6 1/2 hours.
Tuesday night's match didn't
last hearly that long, but it
didn't end until 1:30 '‘am be-
cause two long early matches
delayed the start of the dou-
bles contest until midnight.

It was the first match of the
year for
McEnroe, who is no longer a
regular on the tour.

Earlier Tuesday the Dutch
doubles top seeds Jacco
Eltingh and Paul Harrhuis,
dismissed German pairing
David Prinosil and Udo
Riglewski in three sets, 6-1, 4-
6, 7-6 in their first round
clash.

as ever

the 35-year-old ~

"I've: never hit this many

tennis balls, grepnﬂn‘ for my
comeback. I'ml as prepared as
I've ever been. This is what I've
worked for, to go out and play
like that.” |

Agassi looked sharp
throughout his match, hitting
clean, crisp groundstrokes and
consistently pounding In
serves clocked at over 100
pmh (160 kph).

Agassi broke from a 1-1
deadlock to win 26 of the next
30 points and eight straight
games before closing out u'u:
26-year-old qualifier.

"It doesn't look like he had
a six-month layoff,” said Keil.

Keil said once Agassi had
broken him there was little he
could do but "hide behind the
scoreboard.”

Although the injury is be-
hind him, Agassi said he still
feels a little bit of pain — but
hardly any concern.

"There is a little pain start-
ing and warming up, but you
work through that in just a

couple minutes. It ting
quicker and quicker day.
When it warms up, it's com-

pletely gone.”
Agassi last played in late

September as a member of the
US Davis Cup team against the
Bahamas. He thinks he has
gained a new perspective on
the game. '

"More so than taking my
ability for granted. understand-
ing how important the ability
is to me was the biggest thing.
L never realised how important
it was. | never asked to have
it.” he said. _ 3

"My mind is where it needs
to be,” he added.

"If all goes well, half a dozen
tnumamenta into the year I'll

be playing my best tennis —
hﬂpefully ready to go out there
and win the French.”

Holyﬁeld hires new coach

pe ORLANDO, Flori-
da, Feb 23: Evan-
der Holyfleld will
have a new trai-

ner his corner
when he [fights
number one contender

Michael Moorer on April 22,
the heavyweight champion

announced on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Holyfield said he retained
Larry Holmes' former trainer,
Don Turner, to prepare him
for the Moorer fight after he
was unable to reach a financial
agreement with veteran
trainer Emanuel Steward.

"We had disagreement on
the amount of money he
wanted,” Holyfleld said of
Steward in a telephone news
conference. .

Steward was in Holyfleld's
corner when he regained his

World Boxing Association and
International Boxing Federa-
tion heavyweight titles with a
unanimous decision over
Riddick Bowe last November.

Holyfield refused tp disclose
exactly how much money he
had offered Steward for the
Moorer fight. but said it was in
excess of 100,000 today.

“I'm not offering peanuts,’
Holyfield said. "If a guy carried
my shoes I'd give him
10Q.000.

“I'm not paying for a whole
year. I'm in camp for six or
eight weeks and I'm only going
to pay for six or eight weeks
work,” added Holyfleld. who
sald he would not pay his

trainers a percentage of his

multi-million dollar purses
Steward only worked with
Holyfleld for his last two fights
Before that. the trainer had
guided Moorer's career was

[ ]

just not in this upcoming bout.

"He never did want me lu
fight (Moorer] anyway,
Holyfleld said of Steward. "He
said this is a guy you shouldn’t
fight.

"He'd been training this guy
to beat me and all of a sudden
he's caught up in the middle of
this thing. Could be in a way he
just didn't want to handle this
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