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Mexican govt, rebels |

claim progress in talks

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS
CASAS (Mexico). Feb 23:
Masked rebels and the gov-
ernment's negotiator said they
have made progress in the
second day of talks to end a

sant uprising in southern

0, reports AP,

"Today the important thing
is that we are moving forward
in search of a dignified peace.”
government peace envoy
Manuel Camacho Solis told
more than 100 journalists
packed into the cathedral
Tuesday in Sand Cristobal De
Las Casas, the colonial city
where the rebellion began
January 1

annﬁ Catholic Bi!hﬂpj

Sauel Ruiz, the officials media-
tor, said the rebels presented

Bomb kills 3
in Kashmir

JAMMU, Feb 23: A time
bomb planted in a 'motor
scooter exploded in a veg-
etable market in Jammu city
Wednesday, and police said at
least three people were killed
and 28 injured, reports AP.

. As police rushed to,the
(stene. crowds that formed in
the streets pelted them with
stones. Shouting slogans, the
condemned the police
for failing to prevent insur-
gents fighting for indepen-
dence in ashmir from
exploding bommbs in the area.
Police shot rifles into the
air over the crowd, struck the
-protesters .with batons, and
fired tear gas to disperse the
mob.

proposals on national., local
and Indian issues and that
Camacho gave a general re-
sponse.

But it was the man known
only as Subcomandante Mar-
cos. the rebels' chief spokes-
man, who stole the show.

Marcos, with a pistol
strapped to his side, took the
stage in front of the cathedral's
altar along with 17 other
masked representatives of the

rebel Zapatista National
Liberation Army.
"The dialogue is on the

right path,” he said. We have
found ears that listen and a
will to seek a solution.”

But he made a powerful de-
fence of the group's decision
to take up arms and an appeal
for support from the people of
Mexico and the world.

"Why is it n to kill
and die" so that the voices of
poor chiapas Indians can be
heard, Marcos asked in an
emotion-laden statement.

The Zapatistas are fighting

for justice and recognition for
the forgotten, impoverished
Indian communities of Chiapas
and Mexico, and war was the
only way, he said.

"We will not play with the
blood of our own,” he said. If
there is another way to achieve
social justice in Mexico, "we
will open that door and take
another path.”

"If it is possible that wars
and armies are no longer nec-
essary, without fire and blood
to make history, let it be so0.”

"But if not... if the peace is

not dignified and true, who,

we ask, would deny us the sa-
cred right to life?"

MOSCOW, Feb 23. President
Boris Yeltsin called today for a
one-day summit with his coun-
terparts from the United
States, Britain, France and
Germany to sign an "historic”
document to end the conflict
in former Yugoslavia, reports
AFP, .
Yeltsin said he had sug-
gested to the leaders of the
four countries that they meet

here or in Geneva but did not

s, __ﬂ:..;.;._'-.;;:'. L

UN mldi rs, mem

bers of the French peucekeep

say when the summit should
take place or give details on
the nature of the proposed

peace settlement, the presi- '

dential press service said.

In London, a spokesman for
British Prime Minister John
Major described the Yeltsin
proposal as an “interesting
idea” but said "mo formal re-
quest” had yet been received
from Moscow. He added that,
if received. such a request

e

Intérnationaj

Yeltsin for one-day summit
to end Bosnian conflict

ing forces, guard Serbian heavy artillery, at

would be studied "very care-

The Russian leader, speak-
ing to reporters after he laid a
wreath at the tomb of the un-
known soldier to mark a mili-
tary holiday here, said he
wanted leaders of the five
countries "to sign a document

' which would have an historic

importance and would end the
bloodshed in Yugoslavia.” Itar-

Taes reported,

........

their camp on Hresa Hill some 7 km north of Sarajevo, Feb 22. The UN soldiers continue to |
track the location of weapons in an effort to put them all under their control within the 20 km

radius around Sarn,]evu

i

— AFP photo

He said it was necessary for
the leaders to meet in order to
bring the 22-month conflict to
a close, '

A qu&ign Ministry official -
said he could not provide de-
tails on the latést Russian ini-

- tiative but added that ¥eltsin's

envoy for. {alks on the foermer
Yugoslavia, Vitaly Churk, had
been tasked with rallying sup-

_port for the meeting.

German officials said
Tuesday that Chancellor
Helmut Kohl also favoured a
plan to convene an interna-
tional conference on Bosnia "a
the highest level." -

Diplomats from Russia and
the West met Tuesday in Bonn
to discuss the possibility of ex-
tending efforts used to break

the siege of Sarajevo to other

parts of Bosnia and agreed on
the need to prevent the.con-

flict from spreading elsewhere.
Meanwhile,

Helmut Kohl said on Tuesday
Germany would press Croatia,
which has close links with

Bonn, and Bosnian Muslims to

move towards a comprehen-
sive peace plan for war-torn
a.

Kohl said, that after

Sarajevo's ceasefire there was ,

the first real chance to end the
war involving Bosnia's Muslim-
led government, rebel Serbs
and Croats. i

“In my view there is for the
first time, and I don't say that
it has succeeded yet, but there
is a real chance to really move
towards a peaceful solution.,”
‘Kohl ‘told German television.

Chancellor
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Parliament okays civil marriages
of homosexuals, lesbians

NUKK. Greenland: The Greenland parliament approved
Tuesday the civil marriages of homosexuals and lesbians living
on the Arctic island, reports AFP. |

The clecision is in line with laws in a mainland Denmark,
which administers Greenland. Copenhagen became on
October 1, 1989 the first city to allow homosexuals to marry
at town halls. 7

The weddings, called "parinership contracts,” put homo-
sexual couples on the same legal footing as heterosexuals. But
under the Danish legislation, homosexual couples are barred
from adopting children and lesbians cannot have artificial in-
semination,

Mother sets ear ablaze
[ ] * e o
with her kids inside

FREEHOLD, NJ: A mother was charged with incinerating
her two youngest children Tuesday in the backSeat of her car
as it was parked outside of her in-laws’ house, reports AP.

Maria Montalvo, 29, was charged with two counts of mur-
der and one count of aggravated arson for the deaths of her
28-month-old son, Rafael Aponte, and 18-month-old daugh-
ter, Zonaida Aponte. :

Prosecutors said Montalvo had recently fought with her
husband and may have been suicidal. i

Montalvo bought a container of gasoline as she drove the

[

_ children from their Union Beach home to her in-laws' house

in Long Branch, said Robert Honecker, a Monmouth County
prosecutor. . :

Montalvo's mother-in-law, Tomassa Aponte, said she saw
flames flare up inside the car after Montalvo threw something '
on the front passenger seat, Honecker said.

Mrs. Aponte tried to open the back door of the car but it
was locked. Honecker said. '

"The car exploded in flames,” Honecker said. "In all likeli-
hood, they died instantaneously.” :

Montalvo, who has two older children ages 10 and 6, was
held in lieu of 500,000 dollar bail.

L e
Cigarette ads entice underage
L L 3 L]
girls to begin smoking

NEW YORK. Feb 23: Cigarette advertisements aimed at
adult women in the 1960s enticed underage girls to begin
smoking, yet more evidence that tobacco ads create demand
among children. researchers said Tuesday, reports AP.

A study found a jump in rates at which girls younger than
I8 began smoking around 1967, when advertising began tar-
geting specific cigarettes for women. '

The work is a crucial extension of prior research that

(BRIENLY

showed a cartoon character used to advertise Camel ci-

gareiles was widely recognised by children, said study co-au-
thor P Pierce, :

| Myanmar citizens live in constant fear

- H o L3 L]
Syria frees 3 politicians: sya nas
released three former leaders of the Baath Party jailed since
1970, diplomatic sources said on Tuesday. Reuter reports
from Damascus. :
The three were named as Ahmed Sweidani, *Mustafa
Rustom and Hadethi Murad. The three were members of the

regional command of the Baath Party and the last remaining.

Baath symbol's still in jail. -
Syria has released thausands of political prisoriers recently
as part of an amnesty brdered by President Hafez Al-Assad.

bodyguards of army chief General Humberto Ortega have been
arrested in connection with the 1990 shooting death of a
teen-ager. a military prosecutor said Tuesday, Reuter reporis

from Managua. .

Jean-Paul Genie’ 16, was shot after he and a friend passed #

a military motorcade tran Ortega. the brother of
former Sandinista President Daniel Ortega, while they were

car-racing, according to human rights workers.
Military Prosecutor Lieutenant Lester Gallo placed two of

chief bodyguard, were arrested Monday.

Elizabeth leaves Guyana: snns

Elizabeth 11 wrapped up a four-day visit to Guyana on
Tuesday and left for Belize to continue a tour of
Commonwealth countries and former colonies in the region,

AFP from

Georgetown.
Elizabeth and her husband Prince Philip were given a

rousing steelband salute at the British-owned “Forte Crest”

hotel as they left for Timeheri International Airport.
Hundreds of men, women and children gathered at the

hﬂﬁﬁl waving the union jack as the royal couple departed.

L'EE kills 4 SOldiers: rebeis ambushed »

trol in northwestern Sri Lanka on Wednesday.

mil

firing rocket-propelled grenades
three, AP reports from Colombo.

troops retaliated with air and artillery support, and 15

that killed four soldiers and

Tamil rebels were believed killed in Parakramapura village,
military officials said in Colombo on condition of anonymity.
The attack on the troop carrier 225 kilometers (140
miles) northeast of Colombo was the second guerrilla assault
in the area in 24 hours. On Tuesday, one soldier died and six

spilied onto homes from a mine refuse dam overnight. and
scarchers had discovered seven bodies by mid-morning

Tuesday. AP reports from Virginia.
More

people were

:

than 70 hospitalised with injuries suf-
in the dam burst, which followed heavy rains in this
some 260 kilometers (160 miles) south of Johannesburg
dam. used to hold material discarded in the mining
., was near the Harmony Gold

Mine's housing

complex. -
- - "

5 Swedish troops hurt in Bosnia:
Five Swedish UN soldiers were injured Tuesday when a
grenade struck their tank north of Vares outside Tuzla,
northeast Bosnia. the Swedish Defence Ministry said Tuesday,
AFP reports from Stockholm.

Four of the soldiers sufiered shrapnel wounds. while one
suffered eye injuries. Swedish Defence ministry officials said
They were transported by helicopter to a Norwegian field

hospital outside Tuzla.

It is not yet known who was respensible for the attack.
Both Serbs and Muslims hold positions in the area.

Ghali condemns
killing of
Rwandan minister

UNITED NATIONS. Feb 23:
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali y con-
demned the secretarian killing
of a Rwandan Minister on

Tuesday, calling on all sides (o
show “maximum restraint,”

reports AFP.

In an official statement,
Boutros-Ghali said the people
responsible for the killing of
Felicien Gatabazi, minister of
Public Works and Energy.
should be handed over to jus-
tice “as soon as possibie ”

The “cowardly act” threat-
ened to complicate current
g:';l to form a broader

transitional government
in Rwandan he added

BELGRADE, Feb 23: After
nearly two years of frenzied
killing. fruitiess talks and futile
diplomacy. Bosnia's warring
sides are being forced into an’
endgame that may halt the
bloodshed. reports AP

The scheme is hardly new
Various proposals to divide
Bosnia among iis warring
Muslim. Serb and Croat fac-
tions have been on the tabie
during most of the 22-month-
old war

But since NATO's get -tough
approach has eased the Serb
siege of Sarajevo Washington
and Moscow are turning up the
heat on the Bosnian factions
to make the final painful com
promises for peace

Russians are telling the
Serbs to give up some battle
fiel gains to Mushms i, ex

GENEVA, Feb 23: Myanmar
citizens live in constant fear,
deprived of basic civil and po-
litical rights such as freedom
of expression, a UN special re-
port concluded late Tuesday
here, reports AFFP.

Rapporteur Yozo Yokota teld
the UN commission on human
rights that M had to be
"brought into line with ac-
cepted international standards
regarding protection of physi-
cal int rights.” .

Yokota, from Japan, drew
up his report after a visit to
Yafigon in"November 1993 and
added that to his knowledge

Pullout to

JERUSALEM, Feb 23: For-
eign Minister Shimon Peres
said Wednesday it may take
“Just four weeks” to complete
Israeli troop withdrawal from
the occupled Gaza Strip and
Jericho once an autonomy
agreement with the PLO is
signed. reports AP.

Israel radio Wednesday
quoted unidentified govern-
ment officials as saying the
pullout could be completed by
the third week of May and that
Israel had informed PLO chief
Yasser Arafat about this
asséssment.

But Peres denied that a date
was set and that the Palestine

hundreds of people had been
killed or had disappeared in
demonstrations in 1988 and
December 1991.

Despite certain improve-
ments, such as the release of
2,000 political prisoners since
April 1992 and proposals for
talks with armed rebel groups,
he said he remained con-
cerned "about the serious re-
strictions imposed upon peo-
ple in the enjoyment of civil
and political rights.”

During his visit he met the
head of the military junta,
General Khin Nyunt, but was

unable to meet opposition
leader and Nobel Peace Prize
winner-Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

She has been under holise
arrest for the past five years.
Earlier this month US con-
gressman Willilam Richardson
became the first non-family
member to be allowed to visit
her. '

"The ple do not gener-
ally enjoy freedoms of thought,
opinion, expressions, publica-
tion and peaceful assem-
bly..they seem to be always
fearful that whatever, they ar

their family say or do, particu-

larly in the area of politics.
would risk arrest and interro-
gation by the police or military

. intelligence," Yokota reported.

But the added: "In Yangon
and Sitway, there were visible
signs of relaxation of tension in
the life of the people.”

He recommended that au-
thorities try to force the mili-
tary regime to respect human
rights, and that they cooperate
with the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees to allow

the return of Muslim residenis §

chased from ftheir homes
towards Bangladesh.

take 4 weeks: Peres

Liberation Organisation was
told about it.

However, Peres told Israel
army radio that if negotiators
continued to make progress,
then "there is a chance that in
a few weeks the negotiations
will be finished.” .

Asked whether Israel would
need four months for troop
withdrawal, the period allotted
in the Israel-PLO agreement
signed Sept 13, Peres said: "If
the agreement will be signed,
then we won't need four
months. We may need just four
weeks or even less than this.”

The latest round of talks be-

tors over implementing
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza
and the West Bank region of
Jericho began Monday in Cairo
and was expected to end with
a news conference Wednesday.

Negotiations are to resume
next week in the Egyptian re-

sort of Taba, Egypt's Middle
East News Agency said.

Under the original agree-

ment. withdrawal was due to
start Dec 13 and be completed

April 13. Differences over se-

curity arrangements. control of

borders and the size of the

Jericho region stalled imple-

mentation.
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tween [déraeli and PLO negotia-

L.
.......

e
o

=

Islamabad

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen (R) and his Pakistani counterpart Assef Ali are on
their way to a dinner banquet at the foreign office in
here Feb 21 for a three-day official visit on the first leg of
iran, Bangladesh, Nepal and the Maldives.

Fgbruary 22. Qian arrived

a regional tour which includes

— AFP photo
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BJP demands
~ dismissal of
UP govt

NEW DELHI, Feb 23: The
BJP members in the Rajya
Sabha yesterday demanded the
dismissal of the Mulayam
Singh Yadav government in
Uttar Pradesh for its "failure”
to maintain law and order and
prevent atrocities on women
and Harijans but their demand
led to protests from both
Samajwadi party and Congress-
I members, reports PTI.

Raising the issue, JP Ma-
thur, BJP, said Uttar Pradesh
was witnessing erime against
women, Harijans and other
weaker sections as never
before * and charged the
Mulayam Singh government
with lack of responsibility.

Algena frees
2 FIS leaders

PARIS Feb 23: Algeria freed
two leaders of the banned

| Islamic Salvation Front (FIS)

on Tuesday who had been
jailed for insurrection, the of-

[ fAicial news agency APS said,

reports Reuter.

All Djeddi and Abdelkader
Boukhakham were convicted
on July 16, 1992 of
‘complicity in the direction
ang organisation of an insur-
rectional movement” and had
been sentenced to four years
in prison. Lthe agency. mond-
tored in Paris. said

The release of the two lead-
ers appeared to be a gesture
towards militants of the FIS,
which was banned by court
199 1

' Mideast peace talks

While earlier research suggested that advertising could
encourage children to start smoking, "we had to establish the
link between advertising and the uptake of smoking among
minors,” Pierce said in an interview.

Pierce is head of the Cancer Prevention and Control
Programme at the University of California, San Diego, Caner
Center in La Jolla. He and colleagues present their study in
Wednesday's issue of the Journal of the American Medical
Association. He described the results in New York at an AMA -
media briefing.

The work is "yet another piece of evidence that is increas-
ingly demonstrating that cigarette advertising does have a re-
cruitment effect on primarily adolescent smokers.” said
Donald Sholand, coerdinator of the National Cancer Institute's
smoking and tabacoo control programme.

But Karen Daragan, spokeswoman for Philip Morris USA, |
whigh, makes Virginia Slims, offered a different explanation
for the results.

in

vicious circle: Syria

DAMASCUS, Feb 23: Syria
protested on Tuesday that the
Middle East peace negotiations
were caught in a "viclous cir-
cle” because Israel refused to
give up occupied Arab land,
reports AFP.

"Syria will not continue

these sterile negotiations
idefinitely,” the government
. It charged that Israel was
exploiting the talks to deceive
public opinion and to win time
so as to continue colonising
the occupied Arab territories
and making them Jewish.
- "Israeli time-wasting has
gone too far and the negotia-
tions are in a vicious circle be-
cause Israel is dodging the
foundations of peace, espe-
cially withdrawal from the
whole of the Golan.” the daily
charged.

In Israel, Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres charged Monday
that the Middle East negotia-
tions were failing to make
headway because of Syria.

“Thé way the Syrians are
conducting the negotiations
will not take us very far and we
will get nowhere," Peres told
the parliamentary labour party.

The two sides resumed
talks a week ago in Washington
but no progress has been re-
ported. more than two years
after the sessions began at the
Madrid peace comference in
October 1991,

Israel has called for the
talks to be upgraded at least
to Foreign Ministers level in a
bid to break the impasse, bul

Syria has refused. ) :

"We are within our
rights to demand that the
Syrians raise the level of the
negotiations so that they be led
by heads of state or senfor -
ministers,” Peres said. =« -

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin charges that
President Hafez Al-Assad has

not shown willingness to make
Israel wants to com-

mit itself to full peace with
the scale of a withdrawal from
the Golan Heights, which were
seized from Syria in the 1967
Middle East War. .

Kuwait supports
PLO-Israeli deal

+ KUWAIT CITY, Feb 23: A
Kuwaiti Foreign' Ministry offi-
cial said Kuwait the
Gaza-Jericho deal the PLO
signed with Israel since the
Palestinians agreed to it, re-

Foreign Ministry Under-
Secretary Sulaiman Maged Al-
Shaheen told 'Al-Arabia' a
monthly magazine of the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Informa-
tion in its March issue that

" positive developments can

take place between Kuwait and
the states that approved the
Iragi invasion if these states
support UN resolutions on the
Gulf War that evicted Iraq out
of the Emirate.

change for a chance at realis-
ing their major gdal: "Greater
Serbia -

Muslim negotiators say
Washington is telling them to
accept Sertb and Croat conces-
sions that would leave them “a
viable and well-protected
state

That still leaves Bosnia's
Slavic Muslims the biggest
losers In a war that has killed
an estimated 200,000 peopie.
They would be left with a frag-
il ministate suwrrounded by
hostile Serbs and Croats.

it also means abandeoning
dreams of a unified muiti-eth-
mic Bosmia .

"We are prepared o accept
a2 seitlement thai is the jeast
unjust of all — meaning that we
have accepted (0 reorganise
our country into different units

now in order to try to com-
promise,” Bosnia’'s Muslim
premier, Haris Silajdzic. said
Monday after meeting Se-
cretary of State Warren
Christopher in Washington.

Bosnian Serb leader Ra-
dovan Karadzic, whose troops
are accused of the worst
aggression. also indicated for
the first time that he was
ready for more concessions.

"It is not the gquantity. but
the quality of territory that
matters,” he said Maonday .

He already has agreed on
UN adminfstration for
Sarajevo. the Bosnian capital,
for at least two years, and 1o
leave Muslims about one-third
of the republic for their own
StLate

Muslims made up 43 per
cent of Bosnia's prewar popu

lation of 4.3 million. Serbs.

who made up 34 per cent, now

control 70
country.

The Muslims have held out
for slightly more territory in
areas they say were mainly
Muslim before the war The
Serbs are loathe to give up any-
thing for which they fought

But in Serbia proper.
Karadzic s powerful patron
President Slobodan Milosevic,
is anxious for a settlement that
would end a sweeping LUN
lracde emmbargo that has helped
ruin the economy

Serbs also are more com
fortable with their historic
Slavic and Orthodox Christian
allies. the Russians negotial
ing on their behalf

© Milosevic and Karadzi
‘are in a compromise iood

per cent of the

sald the Belgrade independent
weekly Vreme

‘'No matter how big the
Bosnian Serb territory will be.
Milosevie will go down in his
tory as the first Serb leader to
create Greater Serbia. And
that is all he wants. ™ it said

Bosntan Croats, 17 per cent
of the prewar population, also
have reason (o settle. Their pa-
trons in neighbouring Croatia
are under threat ol sanctions
for military meddling in
Bosnia, and the Bosnian Croats
themselves have been losing
ground recently to resurgent
Muslim forees

The out gunned Muslims
stand little chance ol recap
turing lost territory, however
and Russia's emergence as a
Serh patron makes Western

'US, Russia pushmg Bosnian factions toward settlement

armed intervention increas-
ingly unlikely.

With the Serbs appearing to
have made a big concession by
complving with NATO de-
mands to pull their guns from
Harajevo. there may be little
left for the Muslims but to take
the hest negotiated deal the
Americans can help them get.

Elements of the probable
OuULCoIme:

Bosnia. which was a state
in the middle ages and a com
pact Yugoslay republic from
1945 until war erupted in
April 1992 will ceane to exist
and will be divided Into three
ministates

- The areas conirolled by
Serbs and Croats eventually
will join neighbouring Serbia
and Croatla

Tajikistan to
sue Amnesty

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan,
Feb 23: Tajikistan said on Tu-
esday it will protest 'in in-
ternational courts’ against
Amnesty International over a
report alleging the existence
of secret prison camps in the
former Soviet Republic, re-
ports Reuter,

Tajik leader Imamali Rakh-
monov denied that his central
Asian nation had any such
CAamps.

We do not have such campe
in Tajikistan and we allow
Foreign observers to visit our
prisons where they can meet
prisoners,” Rakhmonov told a
news conference

The London based human
rights group called on the

| Tajik government last week



