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Prior to the arrival Jagan

Queen Elizabeth in

Britain's Queen
Georgetown Saturday, as
President Cheddi Jagan said there were no
hard feelings left over from a pdwer
struggle 30 years ago., AFP reports from
Geuorgetown.

Most of the nations adults recalled that it
was Elizabeth who signed the order
dismissing Jagan as Premier in 1964 when
he refused to accept defeat at the polls.
told journalists that both he and

.
Eliza bc!E I[I arrived

Guyanese

the Queen had forgotten the events of past years.

Naruhito, Masako to visit ME:

Japan's crown Prince Naruhito and his wife erown Princess
Masako will visit the Middle East in October for their first
overseas trip since their marriage last June, a Japanese

newspaper reported yesterday. Reuter says from Tokyo.

The government was

planning a two-week trip for the

couple which would include Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, the United
Arab Emirates. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the Yomiuri Shimbun
quoted Foreign Ministry sources as saying. e

The couple will meet heads of state and visit historical
ruins, tourist sites and oil fields, the paper said.
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Somali gunmen free 13 Britons:
Thirtemﬂﬂtunaheldbylrm:dmlnﬁomulnaduputc
with the United Nations over wages were released unharmed
on Saturday, the men’'s employers said, Reuter reports from

London. -

The Britons, who were working on mine-clearing
operations, had been held in a compound in Hargeisa in the
north-west of the country since last Thursday.

A director of London-based Rimfire International. Greg
Wales, said. "we have heard that they were released unhurt

Just before 2 pm our time,’

Togblese vote in 2nd round ml!%

Togolese

vote yesterday in second round Parl

elections which should finally decide the balance of power in
their troubled west African country, Reuter reports from

Lome
the

Fnillwﬂlbehﬂdinﬂ;l Districts, mostly in the interior, for
remaining seats in Togo's first multi-party parliament.

In the first round on February 6, Military President
Gnassingbe Eyademas’ Togoless Peoples Assembly and a
smaller allied party won 35 seats. The two main opposition
parties won 22 but were strongly poised for run-offs.
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from Tunis.

President Yasser Arafat has returned to
Tunis from The Hague after a short visit to
the Netherlands, during which he held
talks with the Netherlands Prime Minister
and number of officials, Pool-GNA reports

Arafdt returns to Tunis: ruestinian

While in the Netherlands. Arafat also met
with African National Congress leader
Nelson Mandela. :

Talks during the visit dealt with the
Middle East peace process and Palestinian-

Israeli negotiations aimed at implementing the declaration of
principles sigried on September 13 in Washington.
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Blast kills 5 in Iran: rive peopic were kilted
and four others injured when an artillery shell exploded at a
steel foundry in central Iran, the daily Jomhuri Islamic
reported today, AFP reports from Tehran.

»>+The blast occurred on ‘Wednesday as workers tried to tear
&part the shéll for ‘melting at the plant in in Esfahan. They
apparently thought it was disarmed.

i DPRK k%m secret q—.Diz-n‘rh{.‘rtﬁza hits
- N-accord with IAEA

SEOUL. Feb 20: Five days
after agreeing to accept inter-
national nuclear inspections,
North Korea is still keeping
the news a secret from its
people, reports AP.

But South Korean officials
say the Communist country

will stick to its agree-
ment with the International
Atomic Energy Agency on
nuclear inspections.

North Korea's government-
controlled media has yet to
report on the country's deci-
sion last Wednesday to allow

inspections of its seven de-

clared by the

Russia plans to
dispose of 26

warships

TOKYO. Feb 20 Russia
plans to dispose of 26 war-
ships including aircraft carri-
ers and submarines, in a bid to
further overcome its financial
troubles, a Japanese newspa-
ﬁmwm.m

In a story dispatched from

said that at the end of
993 the tion reached
1,186 billion and in 1994
there would be a net increase

Vienna-based IAE. a UN nu-
clear watchdog
Adding to concern. as of

news
dispatch from .
But Foreign Minister Han
Sung-joo, returning to Seoul
Saturday from Washington,
said there is no reason to be-

But the success has left
Indian policy makers facing
the difficult decision “of
whether to the missile.
which has a range of 2,500
kilometres (1,500 miles)., in
the face of western pressure.
they said.

Agni (fire} can carry a nu-
clear or conventional warhead

International .
Nobel laureates urge world leaders to help resolve

Crisis

Serbs quit 80 pc of artillery

sites around S

ISTRANA, Italy, Feb 20:
Bosnian Serbs, facing the
threat of NATO air strikes,
have withdrawn from up to 80
per cent of the sites
they occupied around Sarajevo,
a senlor French deferice offi-
cial said today, reports Reuter.

The official, a close aide to
Defence Minister Francois
Leotard, said the Serbs now

dozen sites around the Bosnian
capital. The deadline for air

strikes expires at midnight -

The officlal, who asked not
to be identified, said the in-
formation was based on latest
NATO aerial reconnaissance of
the area on Saturday night.

‘He said Bosnian Serbs had
88 artillery sites around

each with between two arid

five guns. Of the 88 sites, only
around 50 were permanently

manned, the official said.

By Saturday night, 75 to 80
per cent of the occupied sites
had been evacuated, the official
said.

Leotard is in Italy for a
‘meeting at the northern

occupied only around one
e Ak T -.l ':::_::.:..r i g 'H-:'.::'::'-E-:“ SR

A Serbian uuer hands . AK-47 ass.a ri to cumradﬂ as he steps out of his tank Feb 19
near the Lukavica barracks, the Serbian headquarters in Sarajevo. The NATO ultimatum for.
the withdrawal of heavy arms around Sarajevo expires at Midnight GMT Sunday.

Sarajevo. when the NATO ulti-

o

- Aviano air base later today with
R T PR TR ik B i R it T e e o e B N

..........

Kabul faces acute f

KABUL, Feb 20: This bat-
tered capital is suffering per-

haps its worst food shortage in
Afghanistan's 15-year war, as

heavy fighting and blockaded
roads have reduced the city's
food stocks to a bare mini-
mum, reports AP,

Bread, meat and other

most of whom are jobless,
The United Nations and

the International Committee

for the Red Cross have both

warned that food shortages

‘could soon lead to starvation

uniless fresh supplies reach the
besieged capital soon.

“No food or medicine is be-
ing allowed to go into Kabul,”
Peter Stocker, the head of the
Red Cross delegation in Kabul
said during a brief visit to
neighbouring Pakistan. “We es-
timate we have one to two
weeks of food stocks left.

Afghans have proved amaz-

. ingly resourceful during the

country's long war, which now
involves numerous Islamic fac-
tions battling for control of

Kabul.

Much of the Central Asian
nation is mountainous and bar-
ren, but there have been no
major food crises. The ex-
tended family network has en-
sured that everyone manages
to get enough to eat.

However, President Bur-
hanuddin Rabbani's forces have
been embroiled in a fierce
battle. with its rivals since

January 1, disrupting the food -
tal L

network in the ca -
Two major in Kabul
have been ‘

yed by the

fighting. Some 50,000 people .

‘find a solution to

‘defenceless villages

arajevo

matum was made 10 days ago.- .

Defence Ministers from
Britain, Italy, the Netherlands
and the United States before

the air strikes deadline. :
An additional six mirage

2000-D ground attack planes
arrived at Istrana, a base for
French planes, this morning.
Meanwhile, a group of
Nobel laureates including the
Dalai Lama, South Africa's

-Archbishop Desmond Tutu and

holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel
called on world leaders
Saturday to meet in Sarajevo to
the
Yugoslavian conflict.

The group, which also in-

cludes former Costa Rican

- President Oscar Arias, Betty

and Mairead
of Northern Ireland, Mm

human rights advocate Adolfo
Perez

Esquivel and American

* Friends Service committee

head Kara Newell, urged the
léeaders to confront the
"Atrocities” committed in - the

"For more than two years
we have witnessed the tragic
unfolding of events ... we have
‘watched the death toll rise and
fall," the
group said in a_statement re-.
leased by the _ Albert

- Schweitzer Institute for the

humanities. |
The Nobel laureates called
on the heads of state of the

permarient members of the '

Security Council as well as the
leaders of Canada, Germany,

Japan and Italy and the UN,
and Yugoslavia, as well

| as the heads of Bosnia's wadr-

ood shor

mosq
and other public buildings, de-
pendent on handouts. Another
300.000 ‘have been forced

Indonesian
quake survivors

western Lampung

ficials said Sunday, reports AP.
Umpu Singa, regent of

western Lampung., the most

greater accuracy in guiding the
payload to designated target at
long range.” an official state-
ment said.

it was the final Agni
“technology demonstratof” in a
series of three sanctioned by
the government.

The first was carried out on
May 22. 1989 after six years of
effort putting India In an ex-

-
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as the world's oldest woman in the Guinness Book of

later, saw technical problems
surfacing which led the missile
to stray from its course, and
another was aborted in January
this year seconds before igni-
tion.

C Uday Bhaskar a senior
fellow at the institute for de-
fence studies and analyses
here. wrote in a news analysis
Sunday that Agnfs perfect test
had allayed doubts over India's
research and development ca-

pability
it had vindicated India's

commitment to its indigenous
missile endeavour and boosted

— AFP photo

skar wrote in the Statesman

India has persisted in the
endeavour despite protests by
the United States that its inte-
grated missile development
programme, launched in 1983,
could lead to missile prolifera-
tion in the region.

Now that the series of three

build a nuclear bomb.
Viadivestok, the Tekyo Meanwhile. Han said Seoul .ﬁmﬁmw il o
Shimbun quoted Russian and Washington are to review Most of Liwa's 50.000 resi-
?Fﬂchumunm later this month whether to ’m.mm.lmm
the Russian navy commander Place Patriot anti-missile bat- to spend another night in i
approved the sale last month, teries in South Korea. tents pitched in open fields e e
- o B the planned deployment as He added that clean water | "pily Shoto of French weman Jeanne
is to sell three air- an act of war” and warned it was badly needed because alf 4. 1993 who will t 119 F 2 ki
craft carriers. eight sub- would hurt chances of resolv water sources inclyding the March 4, ’ Will tern on February 21 to be listed
six destroyers. two disembar- US officials say their 36,000 | pany in the area have been dis.- Records for the past three years. Now down to 45 ki
cation ships and three others troops based in South Korea | rupted. (99 pounds) she has been confined to her wheelchair in a
The Daily said. need Patriot missiles to deter Meanwhile President Su- humefurth:uld-ﬂrinhrhmﬂuuthemhmﬁrnlhip
HL:!"'MMﬂ a possible Nerth Korean Scud | harto visited Liwa Saturday, operation in 1990. "She remains very alert and stable® said
ships. attack calling for serious relief efforts. the director of her home.
. »
o e popdlation | Mvegt-fir f . boosts Indi
to exceed 1.2b O an
this yw NEW DELHI, Feb 20 India's ern coastal state of Orissa on clusive club of nations with
ambitious missile development  Saturday. their own ballistic missile Daily.
BELJING, Feb 20: China's | programme has received a The blast off. re- tech -
population exceed 1.2 bil- | boost the successful centry and splashdown in the But the second three years

~Agni tests had ended, the gov-

ernment must decide what to
do. the Times of India said

"Does it accept western
diktat and abandon efforts to
deploy long-range missiles? or
does it continue testing and
technology demonstration of
more missiles and infinitum?"

India, which in 1974 car-
ried out a nuclear test but has

COTABATO, Philippines,
Feb 20: M _
have been involved in a
grenade attack on carnival rev-
ellers on Mindanao island
which killed 11 people and
wounded 24, police said today,
reports Reuter.

Director Akmad

connection with the Friday
bombing of . the funfair In

extremists may

The Baily Star 9

Off the Record

Clinton changes jogging route -

WASHINGTON: President Clinton. wearing a black T-shirt

with the words “In The Line
g Fire® on the back, varied
8 jogging route slightly
Sa.md!ny following the arrest of
a man accused of stalking his
morning jogs, reports Reuter.
Clinton, who frequently
jogs along the mall that
stretches from the capitol
building to the Lincoln
Memorial, altered his path to
go near the Kennedy Centre
and {he Potomac river during
a run that lasted about 30

" minutes. ‘

~ Authorities sald Friday

that a Florida man had been
arrested and charged with
threatening to - kill the
president after stalking his
usual jogging route on the
mall.

- The man was identified in
court documents filed in US
district court in Orlando,
‘Florida, as Ronald :Gene
Barbour, who was held
without bond in Orlando. US

~ prosecutors have requested
hf.fm a psychiatric evaluation of

The T-shirt worn by
Clinton referred to the title
of a recent Clint Eastwood
movie about a secret service
agent who pretects the
president from an assassin.

Model still dreams of
romance with President
SAO PAULO, Feb 20: A Brazilian model who was pho-
tographed wearing only a T-shirt while standing next to

President Itamar Franco apologised for the scandal she un-
leashed but said she still dreamed of romance with the presi-

dent, reports Reuter.

“l can't deny it. Itamar is ,fréc afid uncommitted,” Lilian
Ramos said when asked whether she believed love might
flourish between her and the 63-year-old divorced president.

. "He's a swee

ty. a gentleman, an interesting person. I'm

pleased we started this friendship. That is how big love affairs
are born," Ramos said in an interview published in Saturday's

edition of the newspaper Globo.

Ramos, 27, was at the centre of a national scandal earlier
this week when newspapers published photographs of her

wearing a thing-log

T-shirt with no panties underneath.

holding hands and exchanging kisses with Franco during the
annual Rio de Janeiro carnival parade. .

The photographs came as a new blow to Franco, who is ac-
cused of being temperamental and failing to show firm lead-
ership in dealing with Brazil's chronic economic problems
and double digit monthly inflation.

The president has tried to brush off the scandal, sa
that Ramios was naked beneath her T-

had no way of

ying he

shirt even while it was obvious to news photographers and TV

CAmera.

1 don't ask everyone | mieet whether they are

panties or not, or whether th

wearing
ey are green, black or pink,” he
told reporters after the incident. .

=
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Unrepentant, he went on to call Ramos “adorable.” - .

Lingerie manufacturers, trying to cash in on the scandal,
have published full-page advertisements in national dailies
recommending Ramos buy their panties.

Japan, Russia to resume
talks on Kuril Islands

TOKYO, Feb 20: Japan and
Russia will resume talks on the
disputed Kuril Islands on
February 21 and 22 in
Moscow, but a major break-
through is unlikely amid polit-
ical uncertainty there. news-
papers here reported today,
says AFP.

It will be the first bilateral
meeting on the issue since
Prime Minister Morihiro
Hosokawa and Russian
President Boris Yeltsin agreed
in October to prepare to hand
back two of the four Kuril
Islands off norther Japan.

The Japanese delegation,
headed by Hiroshi Fukuda,
Deputy Vice Minister for
:m:: Affairs, hopes to go

with the negotiations in
line with the agreement, the
Sankei Shimbun said.

But the newspaper said no
major progress could be ex-
pected during the two-day
meeting amid growing opposi-
tion in Russia to the.returns,
following the recent election
victories of Russian national-
Ists.

Viadimir Zhirinovsky,
leader of Russia's ultranational-
ist Liberal Democratic Party,
has said Russia would never

cede territory to Japan or any

other country.
The news also said
the two sides might fail to set

a schedule for a planned visit

by Japan's Foreign Minister
Tsutomu Hata to Russia next
month.

News reports have said that
Hata was expected to visit
there on March 19-21 for talks
with Yeltsin and Russian

Foreign
Kozyrev.
Japan has been

the return of the four Kuril
Islands, which were occupied
by Soviet troops at the end of
World War Il, refusing to sign a
peace treaty or offer substan-
tial aid to Moscow until the
matter is settled,

Serb bid to buy
missiles from
UK firm foiled

LONDON, Feb 20: The se-

Minister Andrei

cret service foiled a bid by the

Bosnian Serbs to buy eight
missiles from a British firm to
be against NATO planes in the
event of air strikes around
Sarajevo, a newspaper report
here said today, reports AFP.

Citing sources in the M 15
security service, the Sunday
Times said that the portable
laser-guided starburst missiles,
made by the shorts company,
were to have been sold on the
black market for around one
million pounds (1.5 million
dollars).

The prospective buyers
were a British arms dealer and
a Serb who "has been under
the surveillance of the FBI
since last year." the newspaper
said.

The Serb tried to pass
himself off as an official arms
buyer from the Slovenian gov-
ernment.

But the pair were uncov-
ered by M 15 and police offi-

cers as lhey (ried (o buy the
missiles from an unidentified

marn. the newspaper said‘ ;

claimed that its nuclear pro-
gramme was entirely peaceful,
has described its missile pro-
gramme as a "non-nuclear de-
terrent.”

The country has been to
war three times with neigh-
bour Pakistan, two of ‘them
over the disputed ownership of
Kashmir which centinues to be
the cause of troubled relations.

it also t a 1962 war
with China over a border dis-
pute which has so far defied
efforts for a solution. Sino-
Iindian political - ties have
warmed in recent years, but
China's nuclear and missile
power continues to be a source
of concern here.

K Subrahmanyam, a fre-
quent commentator on de

missile dev programme

fence matters, wrote in the
economic Times today that
"China's weapons capabilities
warranted India developing
strategies of both non-
weaponised nuclear and mis-
sile deterrence.”

A deterrent posture had
"nothing to do with the state of
political relations” with China.

he argued.

India’s missile programme
also envisages the develop
ment of an inter-continental
ballistic missile with double
the range of Agni It has deve]
oped and inducted an array of
weapons systems including
surface-to-air. surface-to-sur
face. anti-ship and anti-tank
rockets

‘White

S

US denounces
massacre of 14

in S Africa

WASHINGTON, Feb 20: The
House Saturday de
nounced the massacre of at
least 14 persons — most of
them teenagers — who were
preparing for a voter education
workshop in South Africa. re-
ports Reuter
White House Press Sec

retary Dee Dee Myers said the
White Houge was “appalled” by

the killings of “campaign
workers participating in the
peaceful process of voter

education and registration.”

"We view the attack as a
cowardly affront to the process
of democratic reform in South
Africa.” said Myers



