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Interview with Badruddin Umar

Bengali is Yet to Take its Elevated Position

ELDOM do politico
economic historians
surpass the heroic

figures who actively participate
in the making of history
Badruddin Umar. university
professor-turned politician,
has earned such a rare honour
for his trend-setting works on
language movement.

His seminal work, Purba
Banglar Bhasha Andolon O
Tatkaleen Rgjnity, an individ-
ual and pioneering initiative,
dwarfs even endeavours made
with institutional support and
elaborate preparation through
any organised mechanism.

Umar, to bring out clarity
the history of language move-
ment, did not limit himself
within the confines of the
events, rather included the
then political scene to make
understand the context of the
language movement.

He thinks that the histori-
cal perspective of the lan-
guage movement and its signif-
icance cannot be truly de-
picted, if it is viewed as a
countdown of some isolated

evenis. ;
According to him, the lan-

guage movement is to be un-
derstood through a clear con-
ception, interaction and the
impacts of history and the
class character of the Pakistan
movement, development of the
classes after the emergence of
Pakistan and the contradiction
among them.

To put it in other words, he
reasons, it is incomplete to
study language movement
without detail analyses of polit-
ical, social and economic fac-
tors contributing to it, and
similarly the emergence and
nature of Bangladesh will re-
main rehensible with-
.out knowing the relation to

and significance of language

mﬂm&rﬂ graduate, Umar,
a professor of philosophy and
political theory, left Rajshahi
University to actively partici-
pate in politics. His recent
works — though raise contro-
versies, according to some, for
its Stalinist's overtones — are
widely considered as authorita-
tive on our language move-
ment.

Therefore, The Daily Star
talked to Umar to know about
the objective of the language
movement, the obtaining sit-
uation in Bangladesh, national-

ism and religion.
The excerpts of thc inter-

view follow:
The Daily Star IDSJ. A

movement has a starting point
and another when it ceases or
begins definitely to peter out.
When did language movement
cease to be a movemenit? What
remained of it qfter that?
Badruddin Umar (BU): No
movement worth the name can
have a starting point like a
one hundred metre race. Every
movement arises out of a so-
clo-economic base and within
» & definite cultural and political
framework. The language
movement is no exception in
this regard. Thus the initial

development of this movement
t:anh&l;_a;mdbanktut_he:ﬂne-

teenth century marked by the
rise and development of mod

ern Bengali language and liter
ature Iswar Chandra Vidya

sagar, Rabindranath Tagore
and many others realised the
importance of imparting
instruction to the students in
Bengali and made efforis to
that end. The question of the
State language is basically
related to the question of
medium of instruction. The
significance of this relation-
ship will be clearly understood
if we look at state languages in
other countries of the world. It
is difficult to imagine a country
where separate languages are
used for State official purposes
and for imparting education.
One of the reasons why the
State | movement hap-
pened in Pakistan was because
an attempt was made here to
separate the language of the
State and the language of In

struction. In India they have
imposed only one State lan

guage for the whole union and
there is considerable resent-
ment against that in all non-
Hindi speaking areas of thal
country, Though at present
there is no violent movement
against Hindi, yet in India the

mg matrﬂa]a available tn the

which are shed during the holy
month of February by the cus
todlans of this country's na
tional culture. the Bengali lan
guage as a medium of Instruc
tion Is in a real bad shape Very
little or practically nothing has
been done 1o create conditions
in which instruction may be
imparted to our people at all
levels through the medium of
Bengali This is true in spite ol
the faci that Bengali has been
officially made the medium of
instruction at all levels

In fact, the Introduction of
Bengali as the medium of in
struction up to university level
without fulfilling necessary
conditions for that has created
an anarchic situation in the
field of education To make
this point clear It must be said
that the gross negligence of
the successive governments in
providing necessary books in
Bengali and the virtual abolj
tion of English as a compulsory
second language has created a
dichotomy in the entire edu-
cational systern. Thus educa-
tion is being imparted through
Bengali but there is no ar-
rangement for making neces-
sary text books, reference
books and other related read

language question may act as a

dctunatur in developing re-
glonal movements which may
blow up the present unity of
India. i

DS: Can the objective of the
State language movement be
said to have been achieved
with Bengalli as one of the

- State languages of Pakistan in

the 1956 constitution? [f not,
was this achieved with the
adoption of ‘72 constitution? Is
the State language of
Bangladesh Bengali (n any
meaningful sense of the term?

. How would you describe the

State language situation of
Bangladesh now?

BU: The recognition of
Bengali as one of the State lan-
guages of Pakistan in the 1956
constitution was a partial vic-
tory and hence in spite of this
victory much remained to be
achieved. And what remained
to be achieved has not yet been
achieved in spite of the fanfare
of 1972 constitution and all
the demagogic utterances and
rhetorics of the Awami-
Bakshali leaders, and the mili-
tary leaders who came to rule
Bangladesh after 1975. Thus in
spite of all the declarations re-
garding the State language, in
spite of all the ritual tears

ngali'language 1t dﬂrs not
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require much wisdom to re-
alise that this non-availability
of books can hardly raise the
standard of education and gen-
eral culture and make Bengali
a meaningful instrument in
running the affairs of the State.

One really stands aston-
ished to think that in spite of
all the emotional outbursts,
protestations of patriotism and
loyalty to the country's free-
dom and distinctive culture,
no leader of the State or cus-
todian of education and culture
is willing to take up the issue
as a matter of very high prior-
ity. Billions of taka are being
plundered and squandered
away, but nothing has yet been
done to establish a bureau of
translation which can translate
necessary foreign language
books into Bengali and make
them available to students and
to the general reading public.
So far as the question of educa-
tion is concerned, the reading
public can not be ignored by
any means because education
in any country is never con-
fined within the four walls of
the classrooms.

It may not be out of place to
mention here that much of the

problems which affect the ed

ucational institutions, particu-
larly the universities and col-
leges arise out of this failure to
provide books in the language
in which instruction is im

parted leading to a gradual
deterioration of the standard
of education. In the absence of
good and suitable books, trash
notebooks and low-level text
hooks written by some so-
called educationists and writ-
ers at present flood the mar-
ket and block the mental de

velopment of the students The
matter does not end here.
The gradual deterioration of
this standard of education cre-
ates a situation in which stu-
dents fail to answer questions
dished out to them formally at
the examination halls and
practically force the students
tor take resort to thievery and
other unfair means. Much of
the crimes that happen in the
educational institutions today
are inextricably linked to this
situation. Without going into
further details, it may be said
that this situation also inspires
business motive among a sec

tion of the teachers who, in
order to make up the deficien-
cies of the students take up
private instructions. write
trash note books and even
provide unfair advantages to
their pupils. The political
guardians of the ruling classes
also take full advantage of this
situation and try to use the

. students, and even teachers,

for political purposes which
have nothing to do with the
welfare of the pupils and the
advancement of education and
culture.

DS: Pakistan imposed reli-
gion as the bastis of nationhood.
Language movement taught a
more scientific basis for that:
language, the rationale of the
emergence of ladesh lay
in that change. Now that reli-
gion is coming back as the ba-
sis although in the grab of ter-
ritorial nationalism, how would
you react to the suggestion
that this is compromising the
existence of Bangladesh?

BU: Bangladesh has
emerged as an independent
State through a historical
process and this state will stay
as it is in its present
geographical form. The
existence of this State is not
likely to be disturbed on
account of the basis on which
this State is run. Thus
Bangladesh will retain its pre-
sent boundaries irrespective of
its being based on language,
religion or socialism.

At present religious revival-
ist elements are active, to
some extent in Bangladesh but
there is no possibility of their
coming to State power. Their
appearance on the politiegl
scene is temporary and it is
bound to increasingly become
less and less effective in the
politics of this country. This is
because the social, political
and economic situation of
Bangladesh is becoming in-
creasingly radica]ised

Interviewed by
Rashed Mahmud fﬁ'mmir
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achieved in which our beloved
mother tongue will be denied
the status of an official lan-
guage even though the majority
of the people of the newly cre-
ated country spoke in that lan-
guage. They began to realise
that we had become indepen-
dent only In name; real state
power rested in the hands of
the West Pakistani ruling elite
in a distant city across India.
These thoughts, considered
treasonable in those days by
the rulers, began to gain cur-

. What began as rum-
blings in 948 rapidly gathered
speed and turned into a hurri-
cane in 1952 and swept away
many of the illusions of the for-
ties’ decade.

It has to be admitted, with
regret, that even after the
Language Movement of 1952
many Bengali Muslims contin-
ued to cling to the Pakistani
idea. Some of them did so be-
cause of personal interests but
others lacked the clarity of
thought to see through the
mist of religious and commu-
nal sentiments.

Fortunately for us, the lead-
ership of the nations did not
rest in the hands of such weak,
and short sighted people.
Perhaps it is a natural re-
sponse of a nation to a real
threat to their identity. After

1952, the leadership of the na-
tion was assumed by more for-
ward- ns and the
hold of the old-school Muslim
Leaguers started to weaken
rapidly.

The resounding victory of
the United Front in the 1954
provincial election was almost
a rejection of the Pakistan
concept. In fact, it would not
be unfair or an ration to
say that it was the Language
Movement of 1952 which pre-
pared the fertile ground for

the United Front victory. But

the unseating of the Muslim
league government in Dhaka
was merely an external mani-
festation of a profound and
fundamental change which was

triggered on 21 February in
1952.

Movement

¢ real change was the
gradual crystallization of
Bengali nationalism, based not
on religious *or communal
considerations, but on factors
such as our language, culture,
history, geography and her-
itage. The leadership that

emerged during this phase was .

largely free from communal
venom and - religious bigotry.
One may recall here with pride
the changes that took place in
the Awami League. The party
not only shed its communal
name but under the dynamic
leadership of Sheikh Mujib it
truly assumed the characteris-
tics of a people's party wf:h
strong organisation at the
grassroot level,

The six-point charter of
demands formulated by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1966 was essen-
tially based on the nationalist
foundation laid by the
Movement of 1952. Such a
radical and bold formula
needed an ideological
underpinning which was ready
by 1966.

It may be noted that the
six-point demand was sup-
ported not only by the mem-
bers and supporters of Awami
League; it had become, soon:
after Bangabandhu presented
it, the near unanimous de-
mand of the entire Bengalee
nation. Would it have been
possible if the vast majority of
the people continued to be-
lieve in the two-nation theory
of Jinnah? If they did, th
would have also opposed it as
did Ayub Khan. But by 1966
the disenchantment about
Pakistan was nearly complete.

The 1965 Indo-Pakistan
War had struck the concept a
further blow. People could see
that Pakistan was really not a
factor in the security of
Bangladesh. The inevitable
conclusion, therefore, was that
to live in honour and freedom,
with our own language and
culture and also to promote
our economic interests we
needed a state of our own free
from the constraints imposed
by the Pakistani ruling elite.

The six-point formula was
thus seen by the people as the
logical first step to the cre-
ation of an independent
Bangladesh. The Pakistani
rulers also understood the sig-
nificance of the six-point for-
mula. So they struck its au-
thors with all the force in their
arsenal. The Agartala
Conspiracy case was therefore
fabricated to destroy Sheikh
Mujib. They realised that only
by destroying him they could
suppress the Bengali aspiration
for independence. Interes-
tingly enough, the Bengali
people, even the {illiterate
peasants in the remotest
corner of the country, could
see through the Pakistani
game. Thus the people rdse
against these machinations and
the mass upsurge of 1969 was
a vivid demonstration of the
firm resolve of the newly-
awakened nation to frustrate
these Pakistani designs. The
Agartala Conspiracy case was
therefore a symbolic event. In
fact., Sheikh Mujib himself had

_ become, by then, a symbol of

the nation's ‘aspiration for
honour, dignity and freedom.

He was the answer to the na-
tion's prayer for such a leader.
His patriotism, wvision, far
sight, organising ability but
above all, his courage and
strength of character acted as
a shield for the protection of
the nation's interests,

I may add here my footnote
on the historical -perspective.
Historians will claim that the
struggle for the independence
of Bangladesh started long
time ago— perhaps hundreds
of years ago. They will also ad-
vance ample evidence to prove
their point. It will not dispute
such contentions. [ also believe
that the process must have
started a long time ago but
these efforts did not have the
benefit either of awareness
about our national identity or
consensus about such identity .
Even the Swadeshi movement
in the turn of the, century to
keep Bengal united had a
communal undertone since the
movement was seen by the
Muslims of Bengal as a largely
Hindu effort. Is it not an irony

of fate that it was the Hmdu
representatives .in the provin-
cial assembly who. only about
half a century later, in 1947,
voted in favour of partition of
Bengal? On the point about the
beginning of our struggle for
freedom, one may talk about
the Pathan kings or the Sena
Dynasty or even go as far back
as the Pala dynasty. One may
talk about the rebellion of Titu
Mir and other peasant leaders.
All these efforts, spontaneous
and often unorganised, must
have played a role in molding
the Bengalees as a nation. But
the consciousness and a con-
sensus about our true identity
and the motivation for freedom
in the framework of a state of
our own emerged only after
the hiatnric movement of
1952,

Thus the process that began
in violence and bloodshed In
1952 ended some twenty years
later in the emergencé of

Bangladesh as an independent
and sovereign state. enty

years is not a long time in the
context of the struggle for the
emancipation of a nation bhut
for us those were twenty vital
and crucial years. It was a mat-
ter of good fortune that during
such a critical period a glant of
a man—Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman assumed the
mantle of leadership. His
charismatic leadership was
undoubtedly a major factor in
our success in the st . He
organised the nation and gav:
them a definite goal. Unlike
other leaders he did not yield
or weaken under pressure. He
will remain, for all times to
come, the greatest son of this
land that we lovingly call, de-
spite its material poverty, as

the gnldcn Bengal.
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no alternative at the moment,
Once again the point needs to
be emphasized : both political
and cultural struggles need to
be strengthened, and they
need to complement each
other organically, for which
people's participation at all
levels Is indispensable.

| Ekushey |
It's Yet to be a Commoner s Ekushey

-
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ORE often than not,
the warriors who wa-
nt to change the
course of history have to earn
it at the expense of themselves
in varying degrees Ahmad
Rafique. a final year student of
Dhaka Medical College in
1952, was not able to sit for
the examination as an arrest
warrant was issued against him
by the government for his
participation in the language
movement.

The story does not end
here. He had to be in the col-
lege for another two and a half
years to compensate for only
four months. Although he re-
celved his MBBS degree, he
was not allowed to take his in-
ternship for his Involvement in
the movement and also for his
leftist leaning. So. he never got
the opportunity to be in the
profession proper.

Born in 1930 in Shahbajpur
village under Brahmanbaria
dist, Rafique joined non-com-
munal progressive politics
from his very school life. A no-
table essayist. Rafique was
awarded Bangla Academy
award for analytical eassys. He
also wrote, along with Abdul
Matin. a book on language
movement titled 'Bhasha
Andolon Etthash O Tatparjo'.

The Dally Star talked to
Ahmad Rafique to know about
an eye-witness's version of
February 21°1952.

The excerpts of the inter
view follow:

The Dailly Star: Could you
please relive the moments be-
Jore the police firing on 21st
Feb, 1952 :

Ahmad Rafique (AR): Well,
even after 42 years it is possi-
hle¢ to reconstruct the scene to
relive the moments before the
police-firing on 2l1st February
1952 The students after being
dispersed by lathi-charge and
teargas attack left the Arts
Building and stayed together
inside the Medical College
Hostel and on the road in front
of the college gate. By | p.m
the excited students formed a
huge gathering that was burst-
ing with rage to reach the
Assembly House in order to
place there their demand for

Bangla
With Slogans ‘Rastra Bhasha
Bangla Chai’ ‘police Zulum

Chalbe na’ almost without
break, the students were try-
ing to cross the police barrier
amidst lathi-charge and tear-
gas shelling. But they were
driven back by the determined
police forces. By 2.0 clock the
number of the protesting stu-
dents increased to a few thou-
sands and they were moving
towards the road like huge
waves only to be repulsed by
the police actions. The hostel
gate was flung open and this

‘cat and mouse’ game contin-

ued for some time. The police
contingent was probably little
unnerved and resorted to se-
vere teargas shelling which
was replied by the little
school-boys by way of brick-
batting. The whole area looked
like a battlefield, battle be-
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Interview with Ahmad Rafique

tween the armed police and
unarmed students.

It was sometime after 3 pm
(according to the Govt report
exactly at 320 pm) the au-
thority. unable to calm down
the agitated students decided
to strike and ordered to open
fire on the unarmed students
assembled Inside and outside
the hostel.

DS. Do you think that the
occasion had become like that
more because of the Pakistani
government's intransigence
than because of a planned
preparation for it?

AR: | do not think promul-
gation of Section 144 was nec-
essary as the declared pro-
gramme of Ekushey was sup-
posed to be peaceful. Further,
the situation on 21st February
noon was not desperate
enough to open fire on the un-
armed students who were
fighting the police force with
slogans. | believe intransigence
as well as despotic attitude of
the government helped to
create the occasion as it is re-
membered today. In one sense
Ekushey is their own creation.

DS: Among the martyrs on
the day. who do you think had
a more active participation in
the language movement?

AR: None of the martyrs ac-
tively participated in the
movement except shaheed
Rafiquddin Ahmed who was
known to be an active student
worker.

DS: It is now claimed —
sometimes also counter-
claimed — by some that they
had extensive discussions be-
fore taking the «decision to
bregk Section 144. What do
you remember about the
preparatory meeting?

AR: So far | remember, the
politically conscious students
were all excited after promul-
gation of Section 144 and they
were' in a mood to defy that
order. The reaction was spon-
taneous and the air was emo-
tionally charged. By the

What Does Ekushey...
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Htekhar Uddin

Shamim *
| Class X
Armanitola Govt. High
School

Among the days which at-
tribute special significance to
our national life, Ekushey sur-
passes almost all others in its
importance. On this very day
back in 1952 — our people
learnt 1o resist any kind of in-
justice and oppression, re-
ceived a sense of national iden-
tity and above all, inspired the
people of this country to fight
for their rights. This day,
which 40 years ago, voiced our
rightful claim on the language
of our country and was only a
cultural revolution at the be-
ginning was later transformed
and became instrumental in
bringing about the ultimate
freedom of our country
through another blood-bathed
revolution. That is why
Ekushey has almost become an
event synonymous to every-
thing that our culture, politics,
national ideals and beliefs rep
resent.

This sombre occasion,
Ekushey, will only find its due
honour when we carry out its
real message to the mass in all
nooks and corners of the
country and that message is
implementing Bangla in all
aspects of our national life.

On this day, nearly four
decades ago we lost many of
our valiant sons, So it is a day
of painful remembrance and

beauty

commitment. On this day, we
should commit ourselves to
development, creativity and
everything that stands for
. truth and freedom. We
should infuse the spirit of
Ekushey into the everyday af-
fairs of our life. If all our works
manifest the refined emotion
of this sombre occasion then
only will the cause of this day
not be defeaied.

(Translnted from Bangla)

Class X

Armanitola Govt High School
Ekushey February is a red
letter day in the history of our
country. It is a day of immense
significance. This day also en-
tails the painful memories of
the loss of some of the best
sons of this soil. Many youths
made their supreme sacrifice
on this day to uphold the cause
of language and freedom.
Ekushey paved the way for a
f[ree and independent
Bangladesh; it has a very im-
portant role in our national
life. This day does not only
represent a heroic event of our
nation's past, it symbalizes the
beginning of this country.
Actually, Ekushey symbol-
ises the struggle for achieving
our democratic rights as a
whole. The formation of
Pakistan after the British Raj
was never enough to bring
about the desired emancipa
tion of our people The
Pakistarni rulers systematically
used its repressionery lools
against the Bengalees. That is

evening the students were dis-
cussing the issue in small
groups in the halls and hostels
and the majority of them were
in favour of continuing with
the programme by defying the
Section 144. Meanwhile the
activists started contacting the
students in different halls and
hostels Under the circum-
stances, whether a particular
group of students sat at mid-
night for discussion and deci-
sion was not at all important.
The decision was already in
the air and that's why the stu-
dents rally on 21st momring
did not allow Shamsul Huq,
the spokesman on behalf of all-
party committee to talk much
and they all opted for violation
of Section 144 without delay.

| personally feel. that was
the day of the general students
who were restless to carry-out
the Ekushey programme. And
despite blood-shed and death,
the victory of Ekushey
Movement was the result of a
decision reached by general
students.

Claims and counter-claims
are nothing but fabrications to
establish one’'s herofsm in
connection with violatien of
section 144 and so-on. This is
because Ekushey was estab-
lished on the defiance of 144
and it earned the character of
people’'s movement because of
police-firing.

DS: What political aim did
the occasion serve before and
after the final confrontation
between the processionists
and the police — by externision
the Pakistan government?

AR: The aim of the language
movement was to establish
Bangla as one of the state lan-
guages and in all spheres of
life. Whatever may be the suc-
cess, the goals could not be
achieved without confrontation
with the Govt. And Ekushey
could not have been Ekushey if
the line of compromise was
followed. The political parties
at that time could not see this
truth and did neither realise

why they planned the rape of
our language which we hold so
near to our heart. When the
innocent people of this coun-
try came to know about the
decision of Urdu being made
the only state language of
Pakistan, they burst into a
frenzied rage and instanfly
protested it. So they started
the Language Movement '

During the culminating
phase of that movement on
February 21. 1952, the
Bengalees brought out a huge
procession disregarding sec-
tion 144 in protest of the gov-
ernment decision. The police
failing to control the enraged
crowd, opened fire. Many peo-
ple died and as a result the
whole of East Pakistan virtually
came out in the streets teo
protest the police action.
Students like Salam, Barkat,
Rafiq and Jabbar bathed the
streets of Dhaka with their
precious blood. .

To mark this sombre occa-
sion, this day is observed
throughout the country in a
befitting manner. But the
essence of the day, through
the years has found its place in
the hearts of the Bangladeshis.

(Translated from Bangla)

Ahmed Arifur Rahman
Class IX, Prabhati
Armanitola Govt. High
School

February 21, 1952, is a his-
toric day which has inspired
the people of this country be
yond any measure from time to
time. This very day reminds
me of the immortal song,
Aamar Bhaler Rakte Rangano
Ekushey February. Aami ki

the significance of our de-
mands nor the importance of
the movement. Time has
shown and events have proved
that the rebellious students
were right not the political
parties and their henchmen
students.

DS: Now about the context
— political. economic and so-
cial — of the language move-
mernt confroversies have been
raised from different corners.
Should we assume that these
are deliberately done to un-
dermine the occasion or to
bring out the truth and how?

AR: Here controversy was of
two dimensions. One is en-
tirely on selfish motive to
establish particular person or
party as the hero or axis of the

. | don't subscribe to the
views of over-glorification ‘of
the role of peasants and work-
ers in the language movement.
That was not correct. Their
participation was tem

On the other hand the
mainstiream agitators’ partici-
pation. including the leader-
ship was from the literate and
elite class. The spirit of lan-
guage movement was to estab-
lish the democratic rights of
our language and culture based
on ethnic heritage. and socio-
economic and political inter-
ests were bound to be mingled
with it

So. it depends on how you
look at the events, how you
analyse them whether with
myopic eyes or with coloured
extended vision. The fact
remains that the language
movement was the movement
of the elite class who fought
for their own elassinterest and
not for the interest of the
people at large. After the
emergence of independent
Bangladesh the elite class was
happy that their aspirations
were fulfilled and they have no
reason ..: uanslating the
Ekushey spirit in reality. As
such they enjoy the observance
of the day.

DS: Ekushey has so far rem-
tned an affair with the elite of
soclety, it is yet to meaning-
fully touch the lives of the
common and illiterate people.
Unless i does, can this occa-
sion really deliver what (s ex- |
pected of it?

AR: Ekushey is therefore an
affair with the elite class of our
society. Its observance is
therefore confined within the
high-ups. The common people
or the village folks don't con-
sider Ekushey as their own
and Ekushey could not so far
touch their aspirations in any
way. We may only hope that
Ekushey might one day be-
come Ekushey of the com-
MONETS.

Interviewed by
Rashed Mahmud Titumir

Bhulite Pari?
To commemorate this his-

toric occasion and also to pay
homage to the martyrs of that
movement this day had been
observed as Shaheed Day every
year. It is hard to say whether
any other country of the world,
through such a movement
managed to unite the whole of
its people into a single entity.
This movement kindled a new
sense of national direction to
the people of the then East
Pakistan and this had
prompted the desired cultural,
financial and political freedom
of our people. This movement
actually worked as a catalyst
for any other political move-
ments later on. The Language
Movement of ‘52 brought a
qualitative change in the polit-
ical realisation of our people; it
has made the people aware of
the anti-people attitude of fun-
damentalist politics and made
the people sharply react
against any kind of injustice.
{Translated [from Bangla)

Md Asad Ullah Galib
SSC Candidate '94
Armanitola Govt High

School

Ekushey February is a day of
special significance in the life
of a . It is not just an-
other calendar day. but a day
that gave birth to history. It is
a wonder how this day united a
whole people on a common
platform, an Instance that not
too many countries of the
world have experienced. This
movement that resisted the
rape of our language and na-
tional identity is a red letter
day in the history of our coun-

iry.
ryEkusmy has brought a posi-
tive change in our political
consciousness. |t has taught
people to discard the anti-
people ideals of fundamentalist
politicsa and has imbibed the
people with a ready strength
for resistance against any so-
cial or political bias
Ekushey s conveyed mes
sage seems (o have been the
guiding force in our liberation
struggle in 1971 S0 we are
deeply indebted 1o Ekushey
and the spirit of this auspl
cious day,




