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Questionable Conduct ?

In our view a very serious question has been

brought before the Parliament last Thursday by
the senior AL leader and MP, Tofael Ahmcd He
showed a letter before the House which, he

claimed, was written by the Superintending
E eer of the Power Development (PDB),
for a meeting of all Executive rs of

, to raise funds for the local football
to Mr Tofael Ahmed, the
Superintendi ngineer asked his coll es to
raise Tk 10, from each PDB contractor. He
claimed, as told by Mr Tofael Ahmed, to be doing
this under order of Mr Mahbubul Alam Tara, the
Acting Chief Whip of the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party(BNP).

In reply Mahbubul Alam Tara said in the House
on Thursday, that the Feni Sports Association was
not a party organisation, and the fund that was

raised was for the good of sports in that

In fact he is quoted in the media to have

said that Tofael was cauou;g a t harm

to the development of rts in mwrmlng_

this issue, and making it look like an act of cor-

ru J

we go by what has been reported in the

, Mr Tara has not denied attempting to raise

for the football team. He has not also de-

nied that he wanted to raise funds from PDB con-

tractors. What he denied is, any wrong doing on

hbleaaguemﬂ;ie M?Ime that the local Awnthi

‘ azari, was present in the

mee where the decision was tEken to raise

funds as the PWD contractors to make

contribution. claim the AL MP has vehe-
mently denied.

- The question of wrong d we will leave to
the appropriate authority to judge. But we think
this method of funds, for however a noble
cause, was improper. Mr Tara shows extremely
m judgement as to what constitutes proper
viour for a person occu the position
that he does. The fact of the P's presence
(which has been duly denied) is of no conse-
quence. Even if Mr Hazari was present, the action
would still be wrong. -
How could it be that a rnment officer is
asked to raise funds from contractors who are
out work which they must have gotten
competitive tender or some such pro-
n't the BNP leader know that contrac-
r pay from their own pockets? What
is

the amount demanded by ei-
raising the cost of the work, or by giving

the same body
club. Accordin

;gg

that
much worth of less input. Th:rc% ultimately
the’l:axg_erthe loser. The very link-

mem

cathing i sléuuld not thmkd
wrong in as uperintending
w to get involved in s, raises
ous doubt about the maturity of the ruling
party's MP. It is a very good cause to promote
‘sports. We are all for it. But the method adopted
by Mr Tara showed poor judgement, and a
very low level of poli immaturity. = -
re are two obvious ways of interpreting
what Mr Tara did — the uncharitable, and the
charitable, The uncharitable interpretation leads
us towards abuse of official and corruption.
That {}ll]dgcment we leave to competent authori-

ties. The more charitable interpretation leads to

Y big
that a of parliament, in this case the
E‘.ﬁdmpofﬂle

lack of political maturity, and a very very
poor judgement as to the proper behaviour for a
man of his stature. The conduct was improper, in

our view, and definitely questionableé. This inci-

dent, since not denied, can be taken as a clear
indication that the ruling party leaders are involv-
- ing government officials in questionable activities.
This i: a matter of serious concern, and all con-
cerned, especially the BNP, should sternly warn
all its MP's and '

a_.t:tivities forthwith.
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Milan Kundera, the irresistible Czech writer, is
adept in cruel digs at all kinds of sacred
bulls. One of his stories plays irreverentﬁ on the
subject of old deads needing to be replaced by
new dead at burial facilities.

. _There is now news from Cairo fittingly about
old deads — rather too old, some 4,500 -old
mummies of Pharaohs. The Egyptian administra-
tion is pressing
ies, in an excellent state of preservation, of
Pharaohs for effecting an increase in foreign
tourist inflow. One thought that mummies were
mummies — purely so and not Pharachs or their
viziers and liaerhaps one could, on a visit to the
fantastic collection at the British Museum, ask to
be shown the mummy of Tutenkhamen. But no,
there is a problem in showing. A mummy can be a
i::;ﬁ;gf;&:ﬁe? l:;)oydythnf anyobllc. E;‘ curiosity i
: e € number of years i

been dm ’ b —

But Tutenkhamen's mummy’ is Tutenkhamen
himself — only dead, and- all the more sacred for
the thousands of
just for 17 years. It — or better he — cannot be an
exhibit to be displayed for turning in some
money, displayed to multitudes of ple who
never in their [‘lrves would have an lnk.ﬁg; of what

this body, when alive, meant by way of er and
wealth, glmxr and awesome majesty. s igno-
rance would harm the visitor for not only the

test patch of antiquity will be lost on him or
er but treating Rameses-2 as some curious dried
fish kind of human body would disable him/her in
the matter of knowing
The harm to Tutenkhamen or Rameses or
. Nefertiti was well understood by President Anwar

Sadat — who although some 180 generations re-

moved from his illustrious forebears — was after
all g:;&cessurh Sam them. |
ent Sadat banned exhibi the mumm

of Pharaohs for tourists for mnneyﬂg that thlgr
was in indignity on the world's first and
most royals. Perha dat was concerned more
about the royalty o the bodies than the sanctity of
the body of anTK dead human. Does he not have a
gmenﬂlere? There is airlrd wt!;;le wurldf of difference
any carcass body of an identified

human. The identity at once warrants res for,
although dead, this is now a person. And when
that person is identified as Queen Nefertiti, that
is Cleopatra multiplied by a thousand, how much

ty should there be in handling her mu

0 make the best out of the contrary -
ments cannot the E?'ptian department of ::E:l-
uities display the 11 mummies as . royals,
with due pomp and dignity? That could earn
m more do — the argument that decides

igh officials to desist from such

into service 11 mummified bod- .

in- -

years before which he lived — -

the mother of civilisation.

Election Debacle: Are Reforms to

HE results of the just-
concluded Mayoral
elections. although
evenly won (in terms of the

number of Mayoral seats), tend

to produce more heat than
cool among the ruling party
supporters, rank and file. The
reasons are not far to seek.
The arch enemy Awami League
regained the lost title and
appears to be very much back
to the ring. Needless to
mention, the success that fol-
lowed from the hard work and
the able leadership of Awami
League should provide its ar-
dent supporters with certain
rays of hope. The BNP, on the
other hand, left no stone un-
turned to add more to its ac-
cumulated strength by winning
all the seats and thus to bag
popular mandate on its various
policy measures during the last
three years in power. The
election results, however,
seemed to bear an opposité
testimony.

It goes without saying that a
panoply of factors are usually
found responsible for victory
or defeat in any particular
election, be it national or local.
The tion is very dif-
ficult and tricky too. Never-
theless, It s sometimes
necessary to go for an X-ray to
arrive at correct policy pre-
scriptions. It appears f[rom
newspaper reports that, in
their quest for the villains of
the election debacle, the BNP
supporters threw heavy shells
of attacks on the current re-
form measures in the ecomomy
and termed these as the dom-
inant cause of their failure. The
attackers, some among them
policy makers also, seemed to
argue that the open economy
policy of the government
turned out to have antagonised
a large number of voters to
swing the tide against the rul-
ing party. Beneath the roaring.
there appears to lie a sense of
urgency to reverse the policy

measures.
There is, of cdurse, a corre-
lation between the two but the

causal connection is difficult to

establish. The Hon'ble Finance
Minister is, probably, correct
in saying that the argument
loses ground in the face of a
BNP victory in Khulna and
Rajshahi. To go a bit further. it
ecould probably be argued that
the performance of the econ-
omy with regard to growth,

" those hitherto
non-economic factors. If those

by Abdul Bayes

is under control, as claimed by
our policy makers and the

concern

doenors, the
should have centred around

factors are not behaving well
and proper care is not taken
accordingly we should assume
that Bad Governance would
persist and it is that Bad

- "neglected”

(especially TV and radio)
through presentation of new-
tral news and views on national
issues: (iv) sealing of the aper-
tures through which corrup-
tion thrived and: (vi inftiating
an era for the country to grad-
ually march towards bureau-
cratic de-controls.

If for a day, those who are
in power (or those who sup-

i - 2
be tined?
stabilisation. is waiting to take account of clearing the goods
from Chitsagong

offl But the runway does not port?

seem to be clear due to the Since the Hon'ble Finance
presence of some of the evils Minister is in charge of the re-
mentioned earlier. The need of forms and since he boasts of
the hour is to enhance the the deeds on this account, the
supply elasticity in the econ- questions are posed to him.

omy and thus allow fast and
smooth reshuffling of re-
sources from umproductive to
productive sectors. The longer
the time required to clear the
runway. the more is going to

is not nor it will
under the given situation. How
is that other Finance Ministers

savings. investment etc.. as  Governance which should be port the present government) be adjustment cost and more elsewhere are enjoying more
compared to that over the blamed for voters' apathy or could wear the shoes of those - Wwould be the apathy to re- growth and investment from
1980s. is marginally better  supporters’ attacks on reforms. whp are not. they would have forms. reforms? Are we running too
now than before. But even Unfortunately, the episode of probably feit how growing ter- To a lJayman (and for that fast or too slow? If you think #t
leaving aside the arguments for governance has been by- rorism, toll collection and hi- matter to those who argue is too siow, then please hasten
a while. it a to me that  passed, excepting a peripheral jacking have been making  against reforms). import liber- the process. It is the party in
both the Hon'ble Finance reference to it. by both the normal civic and economic alisation and de-control of the power who should do it and if
Minister and his party col- Hon'ble Finance Minister and  lives miserable. The campuses  Public sector units would ap- necessary, should solicit the
leagues failed to correctly di- his learned colleagues while are, more often than not. ruled pear as the main elements of cooperation of the -
agnose the disease and if that looking for the villain in the by few terrorists with thou- the reforms package. On those If the opposition cooper-
is so, the medicine that would election debacle. Now. what is sands of innocent hostages. It scores only, Bangladesh appar- ate on the formation of
= : __i_u — = = == Parliamentary systems gov-
z a day, those who are in power could wear the shoes of those who are not, they would have probably felt BiVons. Sm/ the. Sl of
toll collection and are Guly free cars, b the -
terrorism, ——- WMMW_ - . M hanced allowances of the
Honble members. then | think

follow could hardly stop BNP
from facing a rocking boat
again.

It is true that the reforms
and stabilisation measures un-
dertaken so far only provided
us with a macro-economic sta-
bility but the "meso” link
(micro-macro link) is still to
come by for which necessary
growth (say, 6-7%) is not
forthcoming. And the "meso”
link could not be established
due, among other factors, to
the under-development of the
socio-economic infrastructure.
The current state of the utili-
sation of ADP funds at 16%
places an additional concern to
this effect.

Economic growth is not
merely a function of some eco-
nomic variables alone but a vol-
ley of non-economic factors
also tend to play a role. Those
factors usually constrain in-
vestment growth — the linch-
pin of economic growth. Once
Macro-economic management

that bad governance which
shook the massive popularity
of the ruling party in Dhaka
and Chittagong — both having a
relatively greater concentra-
tion of conscious voters?

One should remember that
the expectations and faith that
the people had kept with the
present government were
much higher than these obvi-
ously used to be in relation to
the previous regime, simply
because the present govern-
ment is an elected one. But
that does not mean that people
expected ‘polao or biriani' as
the everyday meal, that they
wanted "Dish Antenna" over
the roof of their houses etc.
Higher expectations simply
mean, inter alia, that there
should have been serious at-
tempts for ¢ (i) an improve-
ment in the law and order sit-
uation; (i) more democratisa-
tion.of the institutions; (iii) a
substantial departure on the
part of the news media

is being alleged that govern-
ment-backed student fronts

create such a reign of terror.
The news media has been car-
rying the ghosts of the last
regime. The complaints
against corruption are no less
now than they were before.
The bureaucrats tend to domi-

nate the politicians in every.

sphere and it becomes very
difficult to find a place where
the bureaucratic spectre ia
missing. A further element
contributing to bad
is the inefficiency of the line
ministry, a point well made by
the Hon'ble Finance Minister.

And what is the impact of

this bad governance? Required
utilisation of development
funds remains a far cry. ex-
pected foreign Investors are
seeking blessings In neigh-
bouring countries and domes-
tic investors are waiting on the
side line. By and large the
economy, after having had a

favourable macro-economie

ance

ently ran a little bit (you have
to run to be on the same
place!). But keeping in mind
the pace of reforms in neigh-  "asking is sometimes getting."
bouring countries, '
seems (o sit on the same ;
For example. India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka are marching
faster with reforms and
growth. What is lacking In
Bangladesh is reforms in other
spheres. For example. a private
sector- and export- led growth
should have a different type of
financial sector than what we
have now. Has there been any
progress on _ this? The legal
system has not c and
the reforms need different
kind of a legal system. Are
property rights properly en-
sured in Bangladesh? Who are
in charge of decisions, Hon'ble

Ministers or Secretaries? How  probably more pains for the ru-
many hours have been-saved on  Ing party.

account of a "file journey” since

we marched towards democ- The author is a Professor of
racy from autocracy? How Economics, Jahangirnagar

many days could be saved on  University.

Judge Challenges Zimbabwe to Put Liberty before Order

legal battle over repres

_ A sive security legislation
originally introduced by

lan Smith's white minority
regime in Southern Rhodesia
but still in force in inde-
pendent Zimbabwe is expected
to come to a head on February
25.

Home Affairs Minister
Dumiso Dabengwa has been
ordered to appear in court to
show why the Law and Order
Maintenance Act should not be
declared invalid on the
grounds that it violates the
constitution.

The Act was introduced in
the early 1960s by then Prime
Minister lan Smith's celonial
regime to suppress black na-
tionalists fighting for indepen-
dence, but — like many similar
tough colonial security laws in
oether countries — has never
been rescinded arid has been
used - by the post-indepen-
dence government against op-
position parties and organisa-
tions.

Even at the end of Empire
the issue is still alive. Pro-
democracy campaigners in
Britain's last remaining major
colony, Hong Kong, are cur-
rently pressing London to
scrap harsh colonial laws be-
fore the territory is handed
over to China in 1997.

The Zimbabwean Supreme
Court order arose from a case
involving six members of the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade

- Sir, Recently an editorial in
an English language daily ap-
preciated an Indian High Court
decision of imposing restric-
tions on foreign magazines and
newspapers to set up publish-
ing bases in India. The Court
issued the order after some
journalists filed a petition:
challenging the entry of for-
eign newspapers into the
Indian market on the grounds
that they would threaten the
country's sovereignty and cor-
rupt the local culture. I con-
gratulate the Indian journalists
for the move. I think our jour-
nalists and common people
should take lessons from the
example set by them. ’

An independent state

- should not allow all types of
magazines and newspapers to

enter into its market. In our
country, if we look closely we
will find a lot of fereign publi-
cations even in the ordinary
newspaper stalls, many of
which have no educational val-
ues _but generate disrespect to
our own culture and degrade
our moral sentiments. | hope
we shall become conscious

~ about our tradition and values.
- M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor |
Bangladesh Agricultural Ins-
titute, Dhaka

Bosnia

Sir, Defying all odds and
threats and overcoming all
obstacles and hurdles the
Prime Minister of Turkey
Tansu Cillar and the Prime
Minister of Pakistan Benazir
Bhutto have together visited
the besieged capital of Sarajevo
amidst heavy shelling by the
Serb hordes from atop the sur-
rounding hills.

¥

It is one of the ironies of independence that new governmernts Dﬁen_'retam' the repressive
law and order legislation that once kept them from power. Gemini News Service reports that
one such law in Zimbabwe, introduced by Southern Rhodesia’'s former white minority

- Charles Rukuni writes from Harare

government, is now being challenged as a constitutional violation.

Unions (ZCTU), which itself {l-
lustrates changing political re-
lationships in Zimbabwe.
Initially, in the first flush of
independence, the labour
movement was effectively a
wing of the Zimbabwe African
National Union (Patriotic
Front). But relations with
Robert Mugabe's ZANU (PF)
government soured in the late
1980s when the labour move-
ment severed ties and said it
wanted to be apolitical. In
1992 the government banned
a planned ZCTU demonstra-
tion against a labour law
amendment that was widely

perceived as undermining

workers' rights.

The union also wanted a
slow-down of the Structural
Adjustment Programme drawn
up by the International
Monetary Fund, and the rein-
troduction of subsidies on ba-
sic commodities.

The then Minister of Home
Affairs, Moven Mahachi, said
the real motives behind the
demonstration were political,
and that the labour movement
wanted to form a political

party.

ZCTU denied the accusa-
tion, arguing that it would re-
main a labour movement
fighting for the rights of work-
ers irrgspective of their politi-
cal affiliation. '

Despite the ban, the protest
went ahead and six trades
unionists were arrested and
charged with contravening the
Act, which requires organisa-
tions planning to hold meet-
ings or processions to seek
prior permission from the
policse. ‘

The six challenged the va-
lidity of the charges, arguing
that the Act violated constitu-
tional guarantees of freedom of
expression, assembly and as-
sociation.

In his jud t in January,
Chief Justice Anthony Gubbay
found that the Law and Order
Maintenance Act conflicted
with the freedoms enshrined
in the constitution.

He said the regulating au-
thority's discretionary power
was uncontrolled because the
authority could issue a ban on a
procession on a ground that
did not relate in any way to
public safety or public order.

—— s e o
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Bravo Ciller, brave Bhutto.
We salute you for your un-
daunted courage, streng de-

termination and great humani-
tarian service. The world lead-

ers especially the  nuclear
powers should take lesson

'~ from the two women Prime

Ministers. The USA, UK and
France have condemned again
and again the Serbs for their
atrocities. The United Nations
Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali has'repeatedly
warned the Serbs. The recent
NATO summit in Brussels has
also threatened the Serbs of
air strike. But all in vain. All

- these appear to be a farce. The

giant’ United Nations, the
mighty USA and the big pow-
ers feel shaky and are hesitant
to take any action against the
Serbs. And the savagery of
Radovan Karadzic which can be
best compared with the acts of

=Attila the Hun continues un-

abated in Bosnia.

Following the visit of the
Bosnian President Alija
Izetbegovic to Kuala Lumpur
the Malaysian Prime Minister
Mohathir Mohammad called
for a new international confer-

“ence to settle the 22-month

war. Now after the visit of the
Prime Ministers of Turkey and
Pakistan to Sarajeve and then
to Zagreb, the Croatian Pre-
sident Franjo Tudjman has also
put forward a proposal for an
international summit on
Bosnia.

We support the holding of
an international conference on
Bosnia. We strongly feel that

-such a summit should be im-

mediately held in the capital of
Sarajevo and it should be at-

tended, among others, by the

US President, Russian Presi-
dent, Chinese Prime Minister,
German Chancellor, Japanese
Prime Minister, French
President, and the UK Prime

T ——

Minister.

The Muslims of Bosnia are
in no way responsible for the
disintegration of former
Yugoslavia. The ruination and
the breakup of Yugoslavia
started soon after the death of
President Marshal Tito in
1980. A handful of Serb lead-
ers were in all sorts of
abuse of power and violation of
human rights for their per-
sonal gain which threw the

~country into the abyss of dark-

Thé Serbs have their own
state. of Serbia wherein the

- capital of Belgrade is situated.

Under what canon of law the

~ Serbs have invaded Bosnia?

From 1991 the component
states of former Yugoslavia de-
clared their ind ce one
after another. The Serb-led
Yugoslav army dared not attack
any independent state byt only
the unarmed, poor and weak

state of Bosnia. gy =

The territory of Bosnia of
19,741 sq miles is well de-
fined and delineated since it
was annexed into Astro-
Hungarian Empire in 1908,
Today out of total area of
19,741 sq miles of Bosnia the
Serbs have occupied over
14,000 sq miles, the Croats

“have grabbed 4,000 sq miles

and the rest about 1900 sq
miles are under the possession
of the Bosnian Muslims.
Moreover, the said 1900 sq
miles under Muslim posses-
sion is not a contiguous area. It
is in several pieces, scattered
far away from each other and
encircled by the Serb hordes.
Half of the population of the
Muslims of Bosnia has
perished. The remaining
Muslims are passing their
nightmarish lives. They are
starving to death and freezing
in cold. Men are being maimed

Justice Gubbay argued that
the rights of freedom of ex-
pression and assembly were
primary and that any limita-
tions were secondary.

Coming down unequivocally
in favour of free speech. how-
ever awlkward to the authori-
ties, he quoted from an article
which said that "Public assem-
blies do not only impact on
those who' personally see the
demonstration, but influence
the broader community. When
the message is an unpopular
one, or one that mainstream
thought would prefer to ig-
nore, the constant presence
on the streets of processions
promoting a contrary view has
an unsettling effect which
forces the opinion to be de-
bated. The underlying prob-
lems giving rise to the proces-
sion are thus brought into the
open and redress of grievances
may arise.”

Other provisions of the Act
are so outdated that they do
not make any sense. It is, for
example, illegal to jeer or jibe
at someone because they work
for -a particular employer.
Punishment: up lo a year in

and killed, women are bctng
raped and slaughtered and the
children are being strangu-
lated by the Serbs. Rarely in
the annals of human history
had a nation been subjected to
such merciless mayhem in the
full view of the world.

Is the sun of the glittering
European civilisation setting in
the darkness of ghostly, dirty
and stinky streets of Sarajevo?
Is the UNO dead? Is the con-
science of the people dead?
Would the world community
and humanity wake up?

O H Kabir
Dhalaa

Public utility services

Sir, Just more than a month
back Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) informed me
that | was a defaulter since the
PDB/DESA ledger indicated
that | had not paid PDB bills in
some of the months dating
back 1986. | wis scared as the
DESA can disconnect its line
at any time as per existing
rule. Fortunately, | could pro-
duce all the bills paid through
various banks nominated by
them but the PDB personnel
falled to record in their ledger
boolk .

Againét this backdrop, it is
time to fix accountability while
public utility service rules may
be enacted in the parliament,
A maximum period of three
years will suffice for arrear
claim and failure on the part of
utility service authorities like
WASA, PDB/DESA, Telephone,
Titas etc, will also be punish-
able.

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

carries a five-year jall term —
uniess done "in good faith and
made fairly."

A person cem also be jailed
for up to seven years for pub-
lishing or reproducing a false
statement or rumour likely to
cause public fear, alarm or de-
spondency.

The situation is not quite as
bad as it seems, for these pro-
visions, though on the statute
book, are not used.'And up to
1990 it was still an offence to
reproduce a statement causing
alarm or despondency even if

Jail.

Watching or besetting any
premises, persistently follow-
ing a person from place to
place or behaving jn a manner
likely to make that person ap-
prehensive can draw impris-

onment of up to 10 years. it was true. |
Encouraging people to boy- CHARLES RUKUNI 8 ' a
cott a business carries a pun- Zimbabwean freelance journal-

ishment of up to seven years.
Uttering a statement likely

to excite disaffection against

the president or government

PINION ]|

" Road Accidents and |
Urban Life

A traffic accident is an oc- and ultimately these wrong-
currence which comes abso- dgers always win. So, -this
lutely unwarranted. But when grave situation is ]:I'H'lim day
it supersedes all records of after day. And at present it has
previous time of home and gone to such an extent that the
abroad it becomes a real threat main roads and government
for the whole nation. vehicles become the training

Traffic accidents occur in centre and accessory for any
all places. Sometimes it is driver. The owners of the pri-
caused due to sheer negli- vate vehicles, knowing fully

gence of a driver and on other well about this malpractice,
occasions, for some faulty ve- help them. |

hicles. In Bangladesh, road ac- Again, the traffic law en-
cidents have become gquite _ forcement authorities don't do
frequent. Few weeks back, the their responsibility sincerely.

whole nation became petrified In Bangladesh whenever an
by the untimely death of the accident takes place the en-
medical student Rumana Par- raged people on the spot of
Veel. the accident take the law in
Though every traffic acci- their own hands. They beat the
dent involving a death has got drivers, causing fatal injury
equal importance, but the way which leads to even death,
it occurred this time, whipped burn or smash the vehicles.
the consciousness of any sen- Sometimes, for fear of this at-

sible person. The aforemen- tack. the offending party tries
tioned medical student was hit o flee away causing further

by the truck and fell on the confusion and _
ground. She was not fatally in- In Libya, even if any driver
jured but by the instigation of kills a pedestrian, he wouldn't
the helper, the driver pulled leave the place. And the rela-
that heavy vehicle smashing (ives of the victim also behave
the poor girl. The ruthless ac- patiently. The police would
cident or the death which c¢ome and take the whole mat-
could be easily avoided took ter into their control. Not only
place in the wink of an eye. It that, no garage would repair
is" now high time to think any damaged car without
what measure should be taken proper police verification
to stop this grave situation. certificate.

The root cause of all these In the USA the driving li-
accidents are trucks. If. like cences are treated almost like
many other countries, the g cjtizen's tdentity card. For
heavy lodd-carrying vehicles geveral violations of traffic rule,
ply after 10 pm up to 6 am, the driver gets warning tickets
then as much as eighty per and ultimately cancellation of
cent of the accidents could be the licence, which is ex-
avoided. tremtely essential,

Sometimes, at night they If stern actions are taken,
move without headlights caus- here also the rate of traffic ac-
ing confusion for the on-com- cidents would obviously come
ing drivers. Then faulty brakes, down to the minimum.
gears, and a disproportional Road dividers, street lights,
body and engine are also cat's eyes, road signs should be
causes of a lot of accidents. everywhere to stop any kind of
And the speed with which they accident and chaos. Under-
move within the city cannot be ground pedestrian ar
permissible at all. in the industrial

But the whole nation be- a5 well as busy business areas
comes hostage when the are¢ essential to avoid any
| helpers who haven't got any mishap and delay.
proper driving training or ex- Rumana Parveen is not only
perience sit behind the wheel. an individual, she is the symbol
And very often, these helpers of all ill-fated persons whose
enhance the possibility of ac- |ives are at stake Evil acts of
cidents causing loss of lives this kind should be dealt with
| and : stern hands before the situa-
But it is also evident that (jon goes out of control and

they come out unpunished causes further loss and sufler
with the help of their all-pow- ing to innocent lives.
l erful union. They threat the

ist. He was the Harare editor of
‘Moto’. a Zimbabwean weekly
and later Deputy News Editor
of the ‘Bulawayo Chronicle'.

Fakiha Haq
affected party, observe stirike Dihaka




