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Ekushey February (Feb 21st). 1952, is a turn-
ing point in our history, a stage set for Jjndepen

dence years later in 1971,

But with each passing year. the observance of
the occasion is falling prey to vandalism. Last
year's burning of the red sun behind the
Shaheed Minar or erasing the famous sayings on
site the Minar are among the de

the wall oppo
-spicable deeds, It is
our shame.

"Observance of
Ekushey is a national
responsibility and
since the Minar is in
the University area,
we are obliged to
shoulder the respon-
sibility of its upkeep,”
says Professor Shaha-
dat Ali, coordinator of
Ekushey Observance
Committee.

"Every year we
have few set pro-
grammes and this
year too the agenda
remains more or less
the same.,” he in-
forms.

Placing wreath bar-
efooted on Shaheed
Minar throughout the
merning, starting
from the zero hour is
the main attraction of
the day. Moreover the
students of Fine Arts
Institute write famous
quotations and sayings
on the walls opposite
the Shaheed Minar
and draw alponas on
the street.

“These are all tem-

porary jobs and stu-

dents, teachers, officials and volunteers help

every year,” says Ali .

"We have set, rules and have brigades to
maintain peace and order on that particular day.
but to lead processions, according
and on the set roads is definitely the people's

jﬂrb he explains.

who come here are all conscious and
alert, they are educated, they should go by the
norms and make our work less difficult.”
"Maintaining peace is their job too.,” Ali feels.
"They come here to pay respect and net for per-
sonal aggrandisement”. Ali emphasises.
"Ekushey ultimately gave birth to our nation,
it.s an occasion close to our heart we should cel
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sage to all.
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Dhaka Day by Day
Maintaining Sanctity of
Ekushey Observance

ebrate it with due fervour and gravity and of-
course maintain discipline.,” he says as a mes-

"This observance is mainly done with the uni-
versity budget but additional funds, when re-
quired, are given by the government,™
Arefin Siddique,

reports
Co-ordinator of the

Ovservance Committee,

"Last year writings, |

painting etc worth Tk
50.000 to Tk 60,000
were destroyed and
thus this year we have
planned few perma-
nent changes in mat-
ters relating to
Ekushey Observance,”
informs Ali.

The wall-writings
would be permanently
shaped in black ink
on marble stones, Ali
informs. "This idea
was conceived last
year. Though its bud-
get is not yet final-
ized, yet we plan to
start the work imme-
diately after this
year's observance,”
says Siddique.

"Another impor-
tant work that the
Municipal Corporation
is dotng this year is
carpeting the nearby
roads and we are ex-
tremely grateful for
this kind gesture,” Ali
thinks. Last year, only
the road in front of S
M Hall, was fixed and
the others were not
quite fit to walk bare-
footed.

Shahadat Ali, strongly believes, that some-

thing permanent should be done to all these so

to the plan

that no untoward incidents recur.
these temporary works tend to make us some
what slow. For example, the édrased writings on
the wall, we did nothing throughout the year be-

"Moreover
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Realise local taxes
effectively: Hye

Deputy Minister for LGRD .

and Cooperatives Abdul Hye
yesterday urged the officials of
the country's municipalities to
effectively realise local taxes
and ensure proper use of gov-
ernment sanctions for the de-
velopment of the urban areas,
reports BSS.

"The urban areas of the
country are known by their
municipal bodies and govern-
ment has given high emphasis
on the au and effective-
ness of these local government
bodies.” he said.

Hye was the na-
tional conference of Bangla-
desh Municipal Secretaries
and Administrative Officials
Association in the national
institute of Local Government
(NILG) auditorium in the city.

of Local Govern-
ment Division Syed Alamgir
Farugq Chowdhury, Joint Secre-
tary Nazmul Alam ui and
Director General of NILG Aftab
Uddin Khan attended the
function as special guests whi-
le, convgnor of the association
M A Mannan was in the chair

Referring to the govern-
ment policy regarding the mu-
nicipalities. the deputy minis-
ter said the municipalities
which would show better per-
formance would get more facil-
ities and incentives from the
government

He urged the municipal
acr:n:taﬂca and officials to ex-
tend allout cooperation to the

.elected chairmen of their of-

fices to ensure a healthy
democratic process at the lo-

. cal government level.

Secretary of Local Govern-
ment Division Farugq Chow-
dhury said government allo-
cation for municipal bodies
had stood at Taka 110 crore
from Taka 18 crore in only two
years period.

He called upon the officials
to increase the income of the
municipal bodies so that they
could work independently

minimising dependency on the
central government.

Book show
opens

Forejgn Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
called upon the people to get
involved with the nation
building activities imbibed
with the spirit of Ekushey for
materialising the dream of the
Shaheeds of Language
Movement. reports BSS.

He was addressing as chief
guest the inaugural function of
*a four-day book exhibition ar-
ranged in connection with the
observance of Shaheed Day at
Bagerhat Adarsha Shishu
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thing it is temporary.”
"The sun behind the Minar is made of red

cloth which the rain and weather destroys. It is
very natural, what we try to do is replace this as
possible," feels Shahadat strongly.

But now with all these plans for permanent
changes, the pegple
ferent kind of Ekushey Observance next year.

might look forward to a dif-

SPGRC's
appeal

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Stranded
Pakistanis General Repatr-
jation Committee (SPGRC)
Friday appealed to the
governments of Bangladesh,
Pakistan and other Islamic
countries to help the fire
victims at the Jhautala refugee
camp at Halishahar in

Chittagong. |

In separate statements,
they said that no immediate
relief has yet been sent to the
tefugees. who have lost all of
their belongings.

Some 300 stranded
Pakistani families were now
living under the open sky after
the Thursday's devastating fire
in the camp, the leaders said.
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Dr Abdullah Al Muti Sharfuddin, Coordinator of the Campaign for Popular Education

(CAMPE) is seen speaking at a press conference at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. Rasheda
K Chowdhury, Executive Director of ADAB (extreme left) and Dr Mahmud Hasan of the
Gana Sahajjya Bangatha are also seen among others in the picture. (Story on page one).
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WHO studies suggest

e

10 per cent of country's

population disabled

Some one crore people of
the country either cannot see,
hear, wadlk, speak or even
think and communicate, ac-
cording to estimates by World
Health Organisation (WHO) and
a number of international vol-
untary organisations, reports
UNB. :

More than 37 lakh people
are visually impaired, some 23
lakh have auditory disabilities,

about 16 lakh are physically

disabled, and the remaining
suffering from either mental
retardation, epilepsy or mental
iliness.

Based on the United
Nations figures as well as other
surveys carried out by the NGO
sector indicate that a high
proportion of Bangladeshi
households have a disabled
member in the family.

. A recent survey by an NGO

suggested between 8 to 9 per
cent of.the country's 110 mil-
lion population is disabled
while the WHO studies suggest
that approximately 10 per cent
of the population is disabled.
However, all these findings
are in stark contrast to the
statement made by Social
Welfare Minister Tariqul Islam
in parliament on February 14.
Quoting figures compiled by
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics, the minister said
that some 0.52 per cent or
about six lakh people of the to-
tal population are disabled.
Surveys commissioned by
ACTIONAID-Bangladesh and
Voluntary Health Services
Society(VHSS) indicate there
may be as many as one crore
people with various forms of
disabilities.
However, a publication by

Country in trade
deficit with.3
SAARC states,

- JS told

Banglalesh is currently in
trade deficit with Bhutan,

-India and Pakistan while enjoy-

ing trade surplus with Nepal
and S Lanka, Commerce
Minister M Shamsul Islam told

the Jatlya Sangsad Thursday .
reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
Dr A .K M Asjad (AL-Rajbari),
the Commerce Minister said at
present the ratio of
Bangladesh's import and ex-
port with the SAARC member
countries were : Bhutan —
B9.B8 : 10.12, Indla — 97.12:
2.88, Nepal — 11.04 : B8.96,
Pakistan — 69.60 : 30.40, Sri
Lanka — 23.30 : 76.70.

There was no trade be-
tween Bangladesh and the
Maldives. the minister said.

US Embassy
closed on
Feb 20

The American E , the
United States Information Ser-
vice (USIS) and the American
Cultural Center Library and the
Student Counselling Services
will be closed on Sunday,
February 20, in observance of
President's Day. an American
national holiday, says a USIS
press release.

President's Day is ohmd
in the United States on the

third Monday of February to

commemorate the birthdays of
two of the country's most re-
spected presidents, George
Washington and Abraham
Lincoln.

At one time, Lincoln and

Washington were remembered -

individually on their birth
dates, February 12 and
February 22 respectively.

Publication
ceremony
By Staff Correspondent

The essence of the flower-
ing democracy can be traced
in the writings of Reza Arefin.

" The remark was made by
noted litterateur Shawkat
Osman at the publication cer-
emony of Reza Arefin's book
‘Nirbachito Shironam’ held at

a local hotel

The publication r:trtmnn}r
was also attended by Faridur
Reza Shagor, Abir Hasan and
Mahboob Alam.

Ageing journalist-litterateur
Nasiruddin in a written mes-
sage sald that the penmanship
of the new generation is bold
and courageous

UNICEF in joint collaboration
with the Government of
Bangladesh projected that ap-
proximately 40 per cent of the
population is at risk from io-
‘dine deficiency has directly
caused 18 lakh cases of mental
impairment and cretinism in
Bangladesh.

Reports from different UN
agencies show that more than
30,000 children go blind every
year from Vitamin-A deficiency
and that around 10,000 cases
of paralytic polio occur every
year.

Feisal Hussain,
Bangladeshi researcher from
UK and at present working

here as a Disability Programme

Coordinator for an interna-

tional NGO, said the 0.52 per

cent figure given by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
did not accurately reflect the
true magnitude of disability si-
tuation in Bangladesh.

He suggested that due to an
inaccurate perception of dis-
ability and incorrect informa-
tion by the government, the
urgent needs of the 10 per
cent of the citizens of the
country are being overlooked.

"The question of early de-
tection is also important so
that we can prevent the num-
ber of people who are being
impaired every year”. Hussain
said. .
Immediate steps are also’
required to rehabilitate the

disabled so that they may begin
to participate more fully in so-

| cial and economic activities,

he added.

The same sentiment was
expressed by the UN agencies
in Bangladesh who state that
the government has given a
low priority to disabled people
here.

- York on Tuesday, Novak

‘Dhaka self-sufficient
in food

James J Novak, former
resident representative of the
Asia Foundation in esh,
said Bangladesh has become
self-sufficient in food, accord-
ing to a message received in

‘Dhaka Thursday. reports BSS.

Production q wheat, corn

and other ‘grains and cattle.

meat have also increased due
to the extraordinary success in

agriculture, he said.

Participating in a presenta-
tion— Bangladesh: the Country
and the People' — organised by
the United Nations Delegations
Hospitality Committee in New
spoke
on "Bangladesh: Today and
Tomorrow".

He said, "Thanks to realis-
tic fiscal policies of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.
Bangladesh has a surplus bud-
get this year and it has now
the highest foreign exchange
reserve in its history.”

It is the fifth largest ex-
porter of garments to USA, he
said adding “it exports frozen
food to Middle East. It also ex-
ports leather products. With
the expansion of export of
garments to Europe and farm
products to Japan, it will
quadruple its exports earning
soon, Bangladesh has also

made remarkable progress in
reducing birth rate.”

Novak said, "I am confi-
dent, Bangladesh will emerge
as a dynamic economy, it will
become another Taiwan in Asia
by the end of the present cen-

tury.”

He said the people of
Bangladesh, particularly its
farmers can do miracle, they
did it on several occasions in
the past and they can also do it

- He said Warren H
in 1?7'6 had said, the fa.rm:.-ru
of Bangladesh were most intel-
ligent, hardworking and adap-
tive people. “"What was true in
1776 is also true in 1994.," he
added.

Novak said international
donor agencies and donor
countries should continue to
provide aid to Bangladesh
during its present economic
transition, urging foreign in-
vestors to invest in Bangladesh.
He said what can be produced  *

_in any other country can also '

be preduced in Bangladesh,

He, however, said labour
unions of Bangladesh should

cooperate in this respect and
pointed out that wages in
Bangladesh were higher than-

those in Thalland and Shri-

La-.nka.
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Standard ﬁ Chartered
w_

Standard Chartered Bank is seeking qualified candidates to
| (ill the following positions immediatelly in its Dhaka Office:

Manager, Information Technology
To supervise the operations of IBM 36 and various LAN based
applications operating in two sites.
Cand.idatn should possess a sound knnwhd;o of

rehuomhrpawnhsysmmuam

Prajactmgmtcxpmmiaapuraqlmitauhth

Cmd:datushouldpm:smmdmwhdgaafDDSmdh
| famniliar with Lotus, Wordperfect, Database packages. A degree
| in a business discipline ia preferred and fluency i written and

| spoken English essential.

Thampoaivemdiduefarmeabdvnpmiﬁmmym

j. contact tahphdna number by March 3, 1994, to the Head of
| Human Resources, Standard Chartered Bank; Alico Building
| -1/floor; 18-20 Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka - 1000,

Application should be hand delivered to avoid
postal delay.

Invitation of Bids
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Tender Enquiry No. Pur-103/94

1) The Government of the People’'s Republic of Bangladesh is expected to allocate
necessary funds in cash foreign exchange towards the cost of the Power Rehabilitation
Project and it is intended that part of the proceeds of this fund will be applied to
eligible payments under the contract for REHABILITATION, RENOVATION AND
AUGMENTATION OF GRID SYSTEM PROJECT. |

2) The Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) proposes to use proceeds of
aforesaid fund for procurement of line materials for rehabilitation of various 132 KV

transmission lines.

Dated: 14/02/1994

3) The Bangladesh Power Development Board now invites sealed bids in one
envelope system from eligible bidders for the supply of : Lot No. 8-Line materials for

following 132 KV lines:

2nd circuit Ashugany-Jamalpur 132 KV line
Replacement of earth wire on varmous 132 KV lines (Siddhirganj)-

"The consciousness re-
flected in the writings of the
young journalist are significant
and promising for the coun-
try.” Mohammad Nasiruddin
added. who could not attend

Re-Tender Notlce

Madanhat-Kaptai, Madanhat-Halisahar, Goalpara-Bheramara).
Replacement of conductors on various 132 KV lines

Replacement of insulators on various lines (Kaptai-Siddhirganj-Ashuganj-
Sylhet)

Shawkat Osman, countrys grand old man of literature,
speaking as special guest at a publication ceremony of
Nirbachito Shironam by Reza Arefin, news-editor the
Ajker Kagoy, at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday. Author of the

The Managing Director, Jamuna Fertilizer the ceremony due to ill health. book (seated 1st R) is also seen 1n the picture. — Star photo —  Replacement of 33 Nos of spare towers.
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