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Bosnian Muslims won't
welcome Russian
troops to guard Serb

Liz to undergo hip
replacement surgery
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for the Jamtina Multi-purpose
Bridge Project (JMBP).

The Bank will also provide
Bangladesh with a credit of

248 million dollars for the jute

sector adjustment programme.

The loans were approved at
a meeting of the Executive
Directors of the WB in
Washington, on Thursday. "

Both the loans are being
provided at a highly
sional rate. The interest free
loan for the JMBP carries only
a service charge of 0.75 per

e

CONces-

years.

With the World Bank's ap-
proval of the loan for the’pro-
posed Jamuna Bridge, the
country is set to go forward
with the long cherished bridge
over the river Jamuna. The es-
timated cost of the bridge is
700 million US dollars out of
which Bangladesh will give one
hundred million and the rest
will be provided by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) and
Japan. '

With the jute sector credit,
Bangladesh will now start de-

two years. Moreover, the gov-
ernment's privatisation pro-
gramme aims at reducing the
number. of excess manpower,

about 20,000, in the jute sec-

tor.

« The negotiations for the
jute sector credit with the
World Bank started after a
European Commission funded
jute sector restructuring study
was completed in 1992.

On the other hand, the fea-
sibility study of the JMBP was
initiated in the 1970s and the

Japan, which raised a lot of
questions concerning the via-
bility of the project, finally

agreed to co-finance the pro-

ject last December.

Meanwhile, sources in the
JMB authority said, the bid
evaluation of all the four com-
ponents of the project has
been finalised. Work orders
will also be issued shortly, they
said."

Prime Minister Etgu'm

‘Khaleda Zia, is due to lay the
- foundation of the Jamuna:

Bridge on March 20.
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The conditions of 52 of the
affected students were stated
to be serious late last night.
However, none of them was
removed to hospital.

Hall students said that they
felt discomfort and mtany of
soon
after they had their lunch at
the October Smriti building
cafeteria.

The victims suspected that
out of the 500 students who
had their lunch there, about
200 students were taken ill
after eating the cooked:

tum.
At the same time, the UN
said it planned to station

armed peacekeeping troops .
from midday on Friday(1100"

after talks at the Serb military
barracks at Lukavica, just out-
side besieged Sarajevo,

ber

— Inside Today $248m for jute sector adjustment programme 2 0 0 D U d
| World Bank oka o Pl s WECKIIS
. & .
pcontncic: e | | VYOI okays $200m 1OF) . tyud noisonsd
Reforms to be - § - |
Guillotined? ' B t B R
Abdul Bayes un_a At 1 200 studen i ulifl
b}' Pm,:l am I.]-d-ge prOJec E:naka Eli.;:;:'js}ty atda;mtﬁﬂfh Eflﬁtuum news uf illness |-
| By Staff Corresponderrt o t 5{111 er:j ﬂTkP mﬁmﬁmg fﬁ“"’ff AIE AUE Siaienie;”
Intematiﬂnal The World Bank is to give a  cent. It is repayable in 40 years  nationalising 18 government project was taken up for im- m;ra;fnealti uni n?%h: he;]l; shf.ltcdu?wt;ﬂl; Eﬂéﬁﬁaﬁiﬁr
e loan of 200 million US dollars with a grace .period of ten owned jute mills in the néxt plementation in 1991. cafeterias. lnmates

During a visit to the hall

cafeteria yesterday, this corre-
spondent found heaps of un-
consumed food items prepared
for dinner remaining un-
touched at the kitchen.

All the students refused to
have their dinner at the cafe-
teria and took their meals at
the nearby restaurants.

Many students were seen
bed-ridden in their rooms be-
ing attended by fellow col-

es.

Most of them had devel-
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made progress on the question
of verification.”

He added: "Starting tomor-
row noon the UNPROFOR
armed elements will be con-

dent Boris Yeltsin has written
to leaders of the five top
western nations warning that

Phrm a r n

years ago for allegedly i;llllng
18 upper-caste Hindus,
never put on trial, reports H
The ruling came a month
after Uttar Pradesh decided to

GMT) to control the sites trolling the sites where the g;ﬂpt all charges against

: where Serb heavy guns would Serb heavy arms will be oolan Devi, who became a

The TE:efohIl;nlE (13:111, Ta.lk be collected. | grouped.” heroine 20 years ago by riding
Abou Y m"i!! . The announcements came Meanwhile, Russian Presi- horses across the state

dressed in Khaki fatigues and a

red bandana, and carrying a

double-barrelled shot gun.

Maintaining sanctity of
Ekushey Observance
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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina shocked

Leader of the Opposition In
Parliament Sheikh Hasina ex-
pressed her shock at the death
of more than 50 people in a
stampede at a railway station
in South China yesterday. In a

te Chinese Prime
Minister Li Peng. she ex-
pressed her deep sympathy for
the bereaved f[amilies and
hoped that Almighty Allah
give them courage and
fortitude to bear their personal
loss. reports UNB.

One run over
in N'ganj
From Our Cerrespendent

NARAYANGANJ. Feb 18: A
40-year-old woman. Habibun-
nessa. was run over by a truck
on the Dhaka-Chittagong high-
way near the Sonakhali Bridge
this afternoon. Police seized
the truck but the driver
managed to escape. A case was
lodged with Sonargaon thana.

BNP Sunamganj
body

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has announced

Sunamganj district convening
commitiee. Advocate Faziul
Haq Aspia has been made the
Convenor of the 22-member
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BBC to set up studio in Dhaka,

appoint local journalists

The British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) will set up a
studio in Dhaka and appoint
local journalists for its feature
services, Peter M , Head
of the BBC Bengalli Section of
the Eastern Service told The

Daily Star yesterday.

. The BBC has been allowed
by the government to broad-
cast programmes for one year
from May 1 using the studios
at the Shahbagh office of Radio
Bangladesh. The programmes
will be on the air from 6 to
9:30 am and from 4 to 11:15
pm daifly.

Mangold said, BBC will use
the 100 metre FM band mainly
for its English programmes but
would also relay a one-hour 20
minute programme in Bengali
daily

“The target of the BBC's
wwmldmﬂ

By Sharier Khan

Inly be the youths. The news

and feature will be broadcast in
English. There will also be an
English learning programme,”
he said.

The BBC will pay the gov-
emmment eight pounds sterling
per broadcast hour plus the
electricity bill.

Its programmes will be [ree
from any sort of government
restrictions, Peter Mangold
pointed out.

"The BBC Bengali service
has the largest audience in
South Asia. Out of our 45 mil-
lion listeners in South Asia.
seven million are in Bangla-
desh.” he added.

The BBC started negotiating
with the government! in late
1991, it had initially asked for
permission to broadcast in the
Medium Wave (MW) which had
larger audience and also a bet-
ter sound reception quality

than that of the FM band.

The government did not al-
low BBC to use the MW band
but later allowed it to use the
100 metre FM band.

The BBC has already inten-
sified the coverage of the activ-
ities in Bangladesh. Next
month, it would brbadcast a
series of programmes on the
independence movement
based on Interviews. The num-
ber of such programmes will

further increase in the future,

the BBC broadcaster said.

Presently., the broadcasting
corporation is analysing the
outcomes of two surveys on its
Bengali listeners which will be
the basis of Its programmes
after May 1.

The BBC broadcasts in 40
languages around the world.
Transmission from Dhaka will
also be its first such venture in
South Asia.

— Star photo
Rally in city today

CAMPE launches
movement for

mass literacy

By Staff Correspondent

The Campaign for Popular
Education (CAMPE), a platform
of 32 social and voluntary de-

velo nt organisations will
a rally in the capital today

as part of its programme to
launch a social movernent for
mass literacy.

CAMPE Coordinator Ab-
dullah Al-Muti SHarafuddin at a
news conference at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday said the
rally would be organised to
drum up public support for
mass education.

Dr Sharafuddin said, that to
attain the ideals of the historic
Ekushey there was no alterna-
tive to launching greater na-
tional movement to achieve to-
tal literacy.

He said that only 62 per
cent of the total adult popula-
tion of the country would be
educated by the government's

See Page 12 Col 7

Chmese in guzse of PLA hijjacks plane to Taiwan

Lm Wenqlm; 36 t’m m:hur)' umﬁr-:: 18 hemg taken in by t,he meannt police yesterday
Lin diverted a Chinese Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 with 130 passengers on board to Taipei

— AFP photo

TAIPE] (Taiwan), Feb 18: A
disgruntled Chinese business-
man wearing a soldier's uni-
form and carrying a knife and
fake explosives hijacked a
Chinese domestic jetliner with
130 persons aboard to Taiwan
Friday. police reported, re-
poris AF.

Police said Lin Wengiang,
35, from China's southern
Fujian province, was accompa-
nied by his wife, two sons,
aged 9 and ] |. and mother.

The plane returned to
China four hours after it landed
at Taipei's international air
port. Lin's wife, sons and
mother were returned home
aboard the aircraft

Vice Justice Minister Lin
Shyl-hwu saild the family mem
bers were returned to China
because they were not involved
in the hijacking and were
given the same treatment as
other passengers

He said the decision would
help curb hijackings In two
previous cases, family mem-
hers of hijackers were allowed

See Page 12 (ol )

send in troops to guard the

weapons appeared designed to

large sections of the letter,
See Page 12 Col 8

City polls : Jamaat finids
reasons for poor show

By Asiuzzaman

The Jamaat-e-Islami. -

ladesh is disappointed with
the results of the city
corporation polls, which they
term as 'unexpected.’
“Our performance in Dhaka,
Rajshahi and Khulna is very
poor,” one central leader who
attended last week's party
evaluation said.

"In Chittagong, our candi-
date has done comparatively
better by bagging expected
number of votes," the Jamaat
leader said adding "We cannot
really understand what really
happened in Dhaka."

The evaluation meeting of
the Jamaat's central working
council was held on February
10-12:

The leader said, the Jamaat
never expected to win the
election but heped at least to
get 70,000 votes in Dhaka. It
got only 34,000 votes in the
capital, the number is almost

Anwarul Islam
Bobby laid

Lo rest

By Staff Correspondent

Anwarul Islam Bobby, found-
ing editor of The Morning Sun
was buried beside his father's
grave at Banani yesterday after
Maghreb prayers

Earlier, his body arrived at
the Zia International Ajrport by
Bangladesh Biman at Zpm from
Dubai. The flight was delayed
by nearly four hours. His wife
Leena Islam. daughter Sam-
reen lslam and soh in-law Aziz
Muhammad Bhal accompanjed
the body.

Present at the airport to re
ceive the body were his family
members, Executive Director
of The Morning Sun Hemaye
tuddin Ahmed, Acting Editor
Atiqul Alam. stafl of his paper.
leaders -of the Bangladesh
Council of Editors and mem
bers of the journalists’ com
munity among others State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourtsm Abdul Mannan was

also present
See Mage 12 Col 6

same, as that of the 1991 par-
liamentary election.

He said a large number of
party workers were dropped
from the voter lists weakening
the position of the party in
Dhaka.

"None of the family member
of Abbas Ali Khan was enrolled

in Dhaka's voter list," he
claimed.
In reply to a question on

whether the polls result essen-
Sec Page 12 Col 3

Page 8 tween the leader of the Bos- launching air strikes against Supreme Court Judges JS
nian Serbs, Radovan Karadzic,” Serb forces around Sarajevo | Verma and PB Sawant ordered
and the head of the UN pro- could destabilise Europe, said | that the 37-year-gld woman,
tection force, Yasushi Akashi. a newspaper in Rome whose name once spelt terror
PhOtﬂ Rewrt In an attempt to head off In a letter to leaders ufthe in large parts of Northern
the threal of NATO afr strikes, United States, Britain, Ger- | India, be released on a per-

Today's subject is the Bosnian Serbs have already many, France and Italy, Yeltsin { sonal bond.
Fruits in the City agreed to a Russian proposal said that f NATO carried out The justices also said pdhe
that they should pull their air strikes against Bosnian | must provide her with body-
. Markets guns back from Sarajevo, Serbs after the Sunday mid- | guards in new Delhi,  where
Page 9 which they have besieged for night deadline for them to pull | she wants to remain after be-
_ 22 months. back heavy weapons expires, | ing freed to avoid attacks she
Metmpolitan Gk . : . -l Y b Karadzic's l;.;l:llll:llt wds "the course of events in Euro- reportedly fears in' Uttar

D o oy the first time the Serbs have pe will become unpredictable,” | Pradesh. ‘

=4 j N A . IS . N P . 3 ghrcn a timetable for the pull- La Tampa reported. Last month, Uttar Pradesh's
L Dhaka Dﬂ)’ b}' D‘Y Q’Mlt:lum from eminent Bengali pnets and wnter: are being written on the adjacent walls of t.he Central Shaheed Minar out, while Akashi's decision to The daily, which printed | new Chief Minister, Mulayam

Singh Yadav, a lower-caste
Sce Page 12 Col 4

Businessman shot
dead 1n city
By SSMCH Correspondent

A young businessman was
shot dead in the city yesterday

afternoon.

- Nazrul Haque Siddiqui
Rocket, 25, who suffered bul-
let injuries in his left chest,
was declared dead shortly after
admission to the Sir Salimullah
Medical College Hospital
(SSMCH). He was the owner of
Abakash hotel and restaurant
at Captain Bazar.

According to Kotwali police,
some unknown gunmen at-
tacked him at Akmal Khan
Road under Kotwali police sta-
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