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A bill seeking to bring the
private companies under the
purview of law in matters of
employment and payment was
introduced in Parliament yes.
terday, reports UNB.

The Private Companies (Off-
icers and Employees) Service
Terms and Conditions Bill.
1994, introduced by Salahu-
ddin Kader Chowdhury of the
NDP, was referred to the
Standing Committee for
scrutiny.

Explaining the objectives of
the bill. Salahuddin said own-
ers of private companies fre-
quently dismiss officers and
workers at their whims in the
absence of service terms and
conditions for them. Many
companies do not even issue

appointment letters to em-
ployees and workers.
~ Under the situation, thou-
sands of workers and employ-
ees of private companies were
being of their legiti-
mate dues. The bill was in-
tended to protect the interest
of such- employees and wurk
“ers, he added.

Commerce Minister Sham-
sul Islam, hmt;:d raised
objection to the in uction
of the bill. He argued that the
bill was Inadequate.

will soon come up

with a comprehensive bill
the old Companies

Act which will take care of the .

interest . of employees and
workers of private companies.

He Salahuddin to
withdraw the bill in view of his
assurarice. But the Speaker in-
tervened and referred the bill
to the Standing Committee for
scrutiny. -

Consideration of two more
pmltl: members' bills was de-
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Bill in JS on pnvate
cos' service terms

ferred till next Thursday as the
Minisier in charge of Law
Ministry in Parllament Rafiqul
Islam Mia pleaded that he was
not equipped with adequate
briefing on the subject. Law
Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz
was absent because of his 1l
Ness.

Both the bills came to the
House after scrutiny by the
Standing Commitiee. :

The Code of Civil Procedure
(Amendment) 'Bill, 1993 was
introduced by Prof Rafiqul
Islam of the Awami League. He
proposed higher penalty for
neglecting verdict of the ctvil
court in upholding the image
and prestige of such court.

The second bill, the Muslim
Family Laws (Amendment) Bill
1993, was introduced by trea-
sury bench member Begum
Farida Rahman.

In her bill, Begum Rahman
proposed higher punishment
to men for harassment of
wOoInern. :

Earlier, the bill seeking to
sel up a separate secretariat
for Parliament was placed in
the House with minor amend-
ments by Chairman of the
Standing Committee on Private
Members' Bills and Resolutions
Abdur Rah Chowdhury (BNP).

In his report, Chowdhury
said the bill was introduced in
the House after examination
and scrutiny.

The Jatiyva Sangsad
Secretariat Bill brought last
year by Awami League member
Prof Rafiqul Islam was sent to

' the Standing Committee on
- December 2.

The House is expected to
take up the bill for consjdera-
tion on the next private mem-
bers' day-on Thursday -

Stormy debate in JS
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used in the name of develop-
ment of sports which, he said,
would encourage the officials
to be corrupt, he added.

He suggested a censure
motion be brought in the

close the chapter but failed
when a number of Opposition
members stood up and sought
Suranjit Sengupta of the
Party said the
whip had violated his
solemn oath and demanded

|

“corrupt”, a state-
ment which was instantly
protested by Deputy Leader of
the House Prof AQM Badr-

“It is not fair to-bring such
sweeping allegations against a
party and its government on
such an unfounded ground,”
Prof Chowdhury said. Badr-
uddoza Chowdhury protested
Suranjit’s sweeping comments
against the government and
" BNP and advised him to follow

~parliamtntar}f norms- and

practices in making any re-
marks.

“However, such remarks
from Suranjit are not unusual.
Because Suranjit is not getting
any facilities from the preseht
government as he got from the
past regimes,” he said.

An enraged Suranjit
quipped, °I' never hankered
after any facilities from any
government.” _

Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
and Azizur Rahman of the AL
also demanded a ruling from
the chair forming a probe
body.

Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Miah refuted the charges
‘and said the Opposition was

- trying to reap political benefits

from the issue,

Tara honestly wanted to
help the team. If he had. any
bad intentions he would .not
have involved the Superin-
tending Engineer, he added,

s He said that if the Oppo-
sition parties do not. behave
responsibly the country would

- not get a clean and accountable

government,

The Deputy Speaker started
the order of the day after
nearly an hour of the unsched-
uled debate.

of state-owned banks.

Women bank nmployaﬂ demonstrating }resterday in Bombay as part of a one-day strike
observed allover India protesting the government's move to shut down loss-making branches

— AFP photo

Indian bank
employees
observe strike

NEW DELHI. Feb 17: Tens
of thousands of bank empiloy-
ees went on sirtke across India
today to protest privatisation
in the industry. virtually crip-
pling the banking sector.
uridon spokesmen said. reports
AFP.

Employees affiliated to
powerful Communist unions
walked out of scores of state-
owned banks and staged noisy
demonstrations in the capital
M K Pandhey of the Céntre of
indian Trade Unions (CITU)
said .

"The stirike is in effect all
over the country.” he said
"several thousands are on
strike”.

A spokesman for the All
India Bank Employees'
Association, the largest union
in the banking sector, said an
estimated 600 000 employees
were expected to join the one-
day strike, paralysing the in-
dustry throughout the country.
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ties of these two victims were
not known. -

A motor cyclist was killed at
around 11:30 am when a
speeding minibus ran over him
at Demra. The victim was iden-
tified as Harun ar-Rashid.

- At Pallabi in the city, a mi-
nor boy Rubel, 5, died when a

A milkman was crushed un-

der the wheels of a speeding

truck at Pagla. The body of the

victim Sohel, 14, was sent to
the Narayanganj Sadar
'Hospital. |

Qur Narayanganj Corres-
pondent reports: two persons
died in two road mishaps -in
the district yesterday.

Two persons were killed
when a passenger bus fell into

‘a ditch while overtaking an- .

other bus. The accident near
the Alkhabo bridge at Rupganj
also left 20 passengers injured.

In Tangail, at least two per- |

sons were killed and some 25
others injured when a passen-
ger bus collided with a truck

near the Pongli bridge on the
Tangail Mymensingh highway.

One of the deteased was
identified as Kalam, 15. Most
of the injured were sent to the
Tangail Sadar Hospital while
twe others to the DMCH.

Khaleda
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nessmen and investors inter-
ested in

Bangladesh ueck.u to further

develop bilateral relations with
+Japan as ‘a
progress’,
. ‘Recently, a significant in-
terest has been noticed among
Japm investors in the area

of jeint investment in Bang-
ladesh.

partner in

- "Se;rgeant suspended

- for negligence
By Staff Correspondent

A traffic Sub-Inspector of

Police M Siraj was suspended
yesterday for negligence of

duty, according to a police

source.

Siraj was on duty near the
TSC of Dhaka University when
two of its teachers, Gulshan
Ara and Nurunnahar, and the
latter's sister Daulat Nahar, fell
prey to street-muggers on the
campus around noon Wed-

nesday.

The police spokesman said,
the charge brought against
Siraj was that his negligence
allowed the muggers to escape.

An un—dut}r traffic sergeant

- Sanwar sent a message to Sub-

‘Inspector Siraj over the
walkie-talkie while chasing the
muggers who were speeding
away on an auto-rickshaw. Siraj
failed to halt the vehicle while
it passed by the TSC, the
“source said.

PM takes iftelj |

From page | Col 5

Professor A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, BNP Secretary
General and LGRD Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Deputy Ledder of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
Gano Forum leader Dr Kamal
Hossain, Awami League
General Secretary Zillur
Rahman and its leaders Tofael
- Ahmed MP. Abdur ue MP
and Sajeda Chowdhury MP, five
party alliance leaders Haider
Akbar Khan Rano and Hasanul
Haq Inu, Jamaat leader
Moulana Sheikh Ansar Ali, MP,
Janata Dal leader K M Obaidur
Rahman and Gano Forum
leader Saifuddin Ahmed Manik
attended the iftar party,

for college
teachers next yr

The government will set up
four training institutes for col-
lege teachers in the next fis-
cal, reports UNB. .

A high-level meeting chai- -
red by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in Dhaka yesterday
afternoon also decided to set
up five English language cen-
tres in the divisional head-
quearters, official said.

The institutes and centres
will be aimed at improving the
teaching standard in higher
education and English lan-
guage education in the coun-
try. they said.

. Besides, a college, four high
schools, a girls' school and a
madrashah in each thana of the
country will be improved un-
der different development
projects during the current
fiscal.

The meeting reviewed dif-
ferent projects under the cur-
rent Annual Development Pro-
gramme (ADP). Taka 358 88
crore has been allocated for 56
projects in the fiscal year and
Taka 144.31 crore has already
been spent in the first seven

.months (July-January).

Solarz may
become
envoy

NEW YORK. Feb 17: Former
Congressman Stephen Solarz
has confirmed that he has
been offered the ambassadorial
post to India, reports PTI.

The former Jewish Con-
gressman from Brooklyn, New
York, has confirmed the offer
in a telephonic interview from
Singapore to the India Times,
putting an end to the con-
fusion over the appointment to
the post in New Delhi.

The White House will for-
ward the name to the US
Congress members involved

- with interviewing candidates

next week, the newspaper

1 guoted Solarz as having said.

Solarz, considered an ex-
pert on South Asia affairs.

Saifur
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past three years, foreign aid
the total outlay.

Referring to the changed
global situation, he said it is
becoming increasingly difficult
to get huge foreign aid in the
coming years. Under the situa-
tion, the country must gear up
promotion of internal savings,
reduce inefficiency and
wastage Lo preserve resources
for investment and job oppor-
tunities.

The Finance Minister re-
ferred to the conditionalities

 of the donets for various de-

velopment projects with re-
gard to environment protec-
tion and rehabilitation and said
in the Bangladesh context such
cundytibnalmcs only delay im-
plementation of the projects.

Views expressed in the
meeting by other ministers
were, however, not disclosed
in the official handout.

IMF. representative John
Hicklin,. who was present at
the meeting, lauded achieve-
ments of the government in
the macro-economic stabilisa-
tion process through low infla-
tion, strong balance of pay-
ments, impressive progress in
food production and new ex-
port industries.

Now the government needs
to achieve impressive progress
in the micro-economic sectors
and for this the role of the line
ministries is the prime factor,
Hicklin was quoted to have
told the meeting.

He said though the seven
South Asian (SAARC) countries

types of governments, their
tremendous achievements in

| economic. growth were due to

the realistic, proper and liber-
alised economic policies pur-
sued by the respective gov-
ernments.

If the countries like
Thailand ' and Indonesia can
achieve speciacular sucresses
in economic growth, there is
no reason why Bangladesh

could not do so, the IMF rep-
' resentative ;

still constitutes 67 per cent of -

are being run. by different.

4 training centres | 150 houses gutted in Ctg

From Staff Cdrrespondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 17: At
least 150 thatched houses in-
cluding an office of the Red
Crescent were gutted in a dev-
astating fire that hroke put
near Jhautala Bazar this momn-

The loss of property in the
fire which originated from an
electric short-circuit was es-
timated at about Tk ten lakh,
fire service sources said.

Fire service personnel
fought the blaze for about two
hours from 6:30 am
brought it under control.

UUNB adds: Several other
fire incidents also occurred
today at different parts in the
city including the Export
Promotion Zone, Cantonment
Area, Hathazari Link Road and
Pahartali Rajlway Workshop
Godmm Fire Service sources

Half—day hartal
observed

in Daulatpur

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Feb 17: Students
of the Daulatpur Day-Night
College enforced a half-day
hartal at Daulatpur today.

The agitated students were
demanding publication of the
BA examination resuits. :

Rajshahi University is with-
holding the results of nineteen
centres, including that of the
college, for unknown reasons,
according to the students.

During the hartal period, all
long-route coach services re-
mained suspended. However,

no untoward incidcnt was re-
ported.

. Meanwhile, the students
handed over a memorandum to
the DC  today. They also
brought out a procession in the

city and held a press confer- -

ence at the Khulna Press Club
in the evening demanding the
publication of the results im-
mediately.

Special police force has -

been deployed on the college
campus.

Telegraph

From Page 1 Col 7

country's entire HEWEPHPET

world by total surprise.

In an announcement, which
was printed in both Bangla and
English — on the front and
back pages of the daily respec-
tively, The Telegraph authori-

ties said the newspaper would |
cease to be published from
Thursday because of 'insur-

mountable and unbearable
financial crisis’. The notice
also promised to settle all
accounts of the employees un-
der existing rules.

First published on January
12, 1992, the newspaper was a
sister publication of the Ingilab

Enterprise and Fubllcauuns ;

Limited.

This is for the first time
that a newspaper was closed
down in this country in sugh
ahrupt and precipi‘tate MAarner.

and .

n man, c:laimié himself
to be a freedom fighter, was
seen begging alms in the city

yesterday. — Star photo

The causes of theu. fire in-
cidents and extent of the dam-

ages could not be mruined
immediately.

Meahwhile BSS adds’
Aecording to fire service and
police sources, a fire incident
occurred in Marmapara of
Kaptali undcr Rangamati hill
district last night.

The fire originating from a .
kitchen engulfed the entire
village of the Marma tribals.
Sixtyone houses including
three shops were gutted in the
fire, but none was injured.

Junior Kim shot

TOKYO, Feb 17: Japanese
security police have obtained
unconfirmed information that
Kim Jong-ll, heir apparent to
North Korean leader Kim II-
Sung, has been shot the Sankei
newspaper reported today, re-
ports AFP. .

Chakmas’ return
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nis, he added.
Explaining Dhaka’s position
on the human rights issue in
Kashmir where most of the
le are Muslims, he said
Bangladesh has always

.protested such violations re-

gardless of religious or any
other considerations.

UNB adds: On the outstand-
ing issue of repatriation of the
stranded Pakistanis, Osmany
said, “There is an agreement
between the two countries that
they will be repatriated, but
it's a question of time."

The question of division of
assets and liabilities will be

raised as soon as the two coun- "

tries hold a political level
meeting, he told a questioner.

When ‘his attention was
drawn to the US ' State
Department's latest report on
violation of human rights, the
Foreign Secretary declined to
comment because he claimed
he had not seen the text of the
report. He, however, sald the
report was better than those of
the last few years.

Violations of human rights
are being committed In many
societies, many places in the
world, but it depends on “how
it is determined and looked
at,” he added. .

Asked about the planned
visit of Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao to Bangladesh,
the Foreign Secretary could
not give any specific date. -

Titas gas
From Page 1 Col 6

Officials said the overall
demand of gas in the city has
shot up to 130 milHon cubic
feet per day from lﬂﬂ million
cubic feet. -

More gas was now being
used by the fasting citizens of
Dhaka which has put pressure
on the supply, they argued.

_The officials said some of
the industrial units; particu-
larly those in the knitting and
dyeing-finishing, had gone into
full production ahead of the
Eid sale.

These industries were now
using gas for nearly 24 hours a
day instead of the usual eight
hours. '

Also, some of the gas-de-
pendent installations at the
Ghorasal and Ashugan] power
stations, which were earlier
shut for maintenance, were
now in operation, the officials
said.

Besides, pilferage of gas in
the capital has also increased
recently taking away a 'good’
portion of the supply, said a
senior official of the Titas Gas
Company. He declined to be
named.,

As the gas supply was dis-
rupted, in many areas of the
city. people could not prepare
their Iftar and Sehri meals.

"Many had to buy their meals

from the city restaurants.

Explaining the situation,
Titas Gas officials pointed out
that the 100 million CFT-ca-
pacity Demra CGS has appar-
ently failed to meet the in-
creased demand during the
month of Ramadan.

However, they could not say

when the gas supply position
was golfig to improve.

"sanctioned a

results of all

Tk 21.89 cr Shilpa
Bank loan for
1 projects

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank has
loan of Taka
21.89 crore for seven indus-
trial projects including five
new ones, according to a bank
pressg release here last night,
reports BSS.

The sanction was gh'l:n at a
meeting of the board of direc-
tors of the bank held here
Wednesday with its Chairman
ATM Alamgir, MP in the

chair.
The five new industrial pro-

jects would create job oppor-

tunity for 810 people and they
would contribute to the local

products (GDP) worth Taka 13

. crore annually. Of them, three

projects during their life time
are expected to earn foreign
exchange equivalent to Taka
108 crore. .

Chinese FM due
in city: Feb 24

Qian Qichen, Vice Premier
and Foreign Minister of China,
will pay a four-day visit to
Bangladesh beginning February
24, reports UNB.

Foreign Secretary Mufleh
Rahman Osmany told newsmen
here yesterday that the visit

would provide an opportunity J

for the two countries to dis-
cuss fresh avenues towards fur-
ther consolidating the friendly
ties between Dhaka apd

Beijing.
EC accepts 5
nomyjnations
for Magura seat

Nomination papers of five
candidates for the vacant seat

of Magura-2 constituency have

been accepted by the Election
Commission after scrutiny yes-
terday, reports BSS,

The candidates, whose
nomination papers have been
accepted, are Kazi Salimul Haq
of BNP, M Shafiquzzaman of
Awami League, Advocate Nitai
Roy Chowdhury of Jatiya Party,
Golam Akbar Hossain of Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Moulavi
Mahbubur Rahman of Isiamni
Oikkya Jote.

The last date for wlthdrawa]
of candidature is February 26.

Hearing of writ

- From Page 1 Col 3

 Later, another commis-
‘sioner candidate of the Ward,
Khwaja Habibullah, appealed to
the court to withdraw the stay
order.

The DCC mayor-elect Mo-

hammad Hanif and 89 elected
commissioners cannot take

their oaths until the Election
Commission declares them
elected after consolidating the
the polling
centres. The court yesterday
included Mohammad Hanif as a
party against the writ since he
was also affected by the court's
stay order.

The hearing bcga.n at 10:30
in the morning in a packed
courtroom and continued till
3:15 in the afternoon with a
break of two and a half hours
from 11:30.

Hundreds of lawyers and
visitors greeted Mohammad
Hanif who was present in the
court during the second ses-
sion of the hearing.

Kazi Golam Mahbub, while

“arghing for petitioner Abul

Ahsan Talukder, said polling at
the three DU centres was held
peacefully. The presiding offi-
cers of the centres prepared
the results and sent those to
the Returning Officer as per
rule, he said claiming the
Election Commission did not
have any powers to cancel the
results and hold fresh polling.
Advocate Mahbub prayed for an
extension of time for the hear-
ing,

However, K S Nabi, Bar-at-
Law, arguing Iin favour of
Mohammad Hanif and Khwaja
Habibullah, said no extension
of time could be granted be-
cause the mayor and commis-
sioners elect were not being
able to take their oaths of of-

fice due to the courts slay

order.
Advocate Ahmed Hossain
appeared for the Election

! Commission
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The Midnight File

Serbs start major withdrawal

of heavy guns

Su'LHhJEVﬂ Feb 17: The United Nations said today that
Bosnian Serbs have started a major withdrawal of heavy guns
around Sarajevo in compliance with a NATO ultimatum. "We

have news of a very

significant withdrawal of Bosnian Serb

forces off the hills arnund Sarajevo. We are talking about

convoys of equipment moving off the hills.™

spokesman for the

said Bill Adkman,

United Nations Protection Force

[UNPROFOR) in Sarajevo. reports Reuter.

Ballistics experts in Baghdad

BAGHDAD, Feb 17.

A team of 14%%“&-

rived here today to inspect a dozen industrial sites as part of
the UN long-term monitoring of Baghdad's weapons pro-
grarmmmes. "Wrwﬂlhedningaprehnﬂrunrﬂmhtbh—

stallation of different kinds of sensors,

the head of the team,

Frenchman Patrice Palanque. told reporters upon argival. He
did not explain what kind of sensors would be used. reports

AFP.

| Yadav, Silvera
join Rao cabinet

NEW DELHI, Feb 17: Ram
Lakhan Singh Yadav. whe
joined Congress (1) in the nick
of time during the last no-con-
fidence motion against the Rao
government, and Dr C Silvera
were loday sworn-in as union
ministers in a minor expansion
of the council of ministers, re-
ports PT1.

Yadav has been given the
cabinet rank with Chemicals
and Fertilisers portfolio and Dr
Silvera has been made
Minister of Stafe for Health
and Family Welfare. Dr Silvera
is the first union minister from
the north-eastern state of
Mizoram.

Yadav and Dr Silvera were
sworn-in by the President Dr
Shanker Dayal Sharma at a
simple ceremony in

Rashtrapathi Bhavan.

BSS regrets

From Page | Col 5

follow the proceedings prop-
erly as pandemonium was pre-
vailing in the House at that

time on February 14, the

agency added.

Meanwhile BSS adds: Chief
Whip of the Opposition Mo-
hammad Nasim yesterday
informed Parliament that the
BSS had "distorted with mala-
fide intention" the procee-

14 over a letier written by
Hasina to various institutions.

Drawing the attention of the
Chair, he referred to the BSS
| report of that day which said,

"The Jativa Sangsad witnessed
a brief pandemonium over re-
Jorted letters of the Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
to the foreign aid missions.”

Nasim described the BSS
report as "unfortunate, and
figment of imagination”. .He
said the BSS mentioned in its
report the subject which was
not discussed in the House.
Replying to the Opposition

Chief Whip, the Deputy Leader
of the House, Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury said
the matter would be brought to
the notice of the Information
Minister so that necessary ac-
tion could be taken in this re-
gard.

dings of the House of February .

Aga Khan to
address MIT
commencement

The Aga Khan.
leader of the Shia Ismaill
Muslims, will be the com-
mencement speaker at the
Massachusetts Institute of

g
T

tial.”

its report
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali in-
formed the House yesterday.

* The bill, brought 'by Awami
League member Salahuddin
Yusuf about two-and-g-half-year
ago, was referred to the
committee headed hjr the Law
Minister.

A good number of motjons
on judiciary submitted in the
wake of receni crises over ap-
pointments of 9 judges and the
Attorney General were await-
ing consideration of the
Speaker.

"All the members who had
submitted motions will be
given scope for discussion on
the principle of the judiciary
bill", said the Speaker.
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