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Come to CHITTAGONG Come to

' BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The only place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD SEA
FOOD in CHITTAGONG Please try
us and you will love: BANG THAI
RESTAURANT more than ever before.
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by Kuldip Nayer nessed an unscheduled stormy added. Hosokawa, reports UNB
Page 4 Finance Minister M Saifur nomic reform policies of the policies had given the way to ernment should be watchful so | debate over the alleged abuse = Mahbubul Alam Tara, deny- The government is attach-
" Rahman yesterday denied that  government, held at NEC  foreign goods to flood the do- that the democratic process is | of official powers by the acting ing the allegation, said the de- ing much import to thi
his policies were responsible Bhaban at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. mestic market. not hampered. At the same | chief whip of the treasury cision to raise funds for the na- { visit: It is expected to help fur.-
I t ti al for a political setback for the The first of its kind, the "Our country is opening up  time it has to ensure adequate p beuch. tional champions Feni football | ther strengthen the close bi-.
nernauon ruling party and a blow to do- closed-door meeting was at- its market to foreign goods by compensatory and safety mea- |- Tofael Ahmed of the Awami tearn was taken at a. meeting lateral relations betw '
mcfﬂﬂ industry, reports UNB. tended by Foreign Minister substantially reducing tariff sures for the persons affected. League, showing a letter from which was also attended by AL Bangladesh and J =i
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Mexico City; A Unique
Day at the Biswa Sahitya
- Kendra; An Army of Or-
phans Fights for Survival,
The Last Wish of Enayet
Karim — a Diplomat with
| a Difference; Music: Sera-
jevo's Weapon for Peace;
The British Coyncil Lan-
guage Matters; Setting
up Shop; Weekend
Musings; A Passion
for Old Stones
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Khaleda shocked

Prime Minister Begum

King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz al
Saud
greeted President

Rahman Biswas on the occa-
sion of the holy month of
in a

Ramadan. letter to

of Saudi Arabia has
Abdur
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia yesterday hosted an Ifter at

Sugandha in honour of her cabinet colleagues, MPs an

leaders of different political parties. From left are: AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury, Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali, the PM,
Gana Forum Convenor Dr. Kamal Hossain, Awami League general secretary Zillur Rahman and LGRD and

Cooperatives Minister Abdus Salam Talukder.
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Bangladesh views the repa-
triation of “Chakma” refugees
from India to their homes in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts as a
“forward ‘movement” in the bi-
lateral ties. between India and

day, reports BSS.
Terming the development
as a resolution of a long-stand-

'Chakgés' return
in Indo-Bangla ties'
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due to pre-occupation of the
Myanmar side.

He said the meeting is ex-
pected to be held after
Ramadan.

The Foreign Secretary said
Bangladesh and Myanmar are

in the process of concluding a .

bordér trade agreement, the
draft of which has already been

prepared and the agreement
will be signed after examina-

Hearing of writ
against DCC
repolling adjourned

By Staff Correspondent

Hearing of the writ petition
relating to repelling in three
centres of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) was held by
a division bench of the High
Court yesterday.

The hearing was adjourned
antil Sunday moming.

A BNP-backed commis-
sioner candidate Abul Ahsan
Talukder Noni of Ward 57 filed
the writ challenging the can-
cellation of the results of three
polling centres. on the Dhaka
University campus. The divi-
sion bench comprising Justiee
Abdul Jalil and Justice Ruhul
Amin, after a preliminary
hearing earlier, issued a stay
order on repolling in the cen-
tres for two weeks frem
February 8 and also issued a
rule nisi on the Election
Commission and the Govern-
ment. o
See Page 12 Col 6

marks progress

tion of the draft.

Referring to the recent | and leaders of different

meeting of the heads of the
five United Nations agencies
here — for the first time out-
side the United Nations head-
quarters in New York or at
Rome —  Osmany said the
choice of Bangladesh as the
venue of such a meeting re-
flected a strong commitment
of these five agencies towards
working in close cooperation
with this country.

The Foreign Secretary said
the UN agencies have commit-
ted to redouble support to
Bangladesh and also assured to
give special priority to this
country in recognition to its
commendable achievements in
various sectors of the economy.

Osmany mentioned the visit
of the special envoy of Pakistan
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
and said his talks with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and Foreign Minister Mos-
tafizur Rahman covered issues
including the human rights
Issue in Kashmir.

Asked about Bangladesh's
response to the talks
between India and Pakistan in
China next week, the Foreign
Secretary sald Dhaka wel-
comes such move, aimed at
reducing tensions between the
two neighbours.

“We are, indeed, happy and
we encourage both parties for
talks that are aimed at improv-
ing the climate in the region.”
he said Bangladesh has always
welcomed such positive devel-

See Page 12 Col 5
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PM takes iftar

with politicians
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia hosted an iftar
party in honour of cabinet min-
isters, members of Parliament
cal parties at her Suglndgullﬁ:
fice hr.rc yesterday, reports

BSS. :
Begum Zia, who is also

' chairpersdon of Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), ex-
changed with them.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
Deputy Leader of the House

Sﬂ:pl#_ 12 Col 2

BSS regrets
report on
Sheikh Hasina

The Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS), regretted an
“inadvertent mistake" while
reporting certain parts of the
proceedings of the Jatiya

on February 14 that
the Leader of the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina had written let-
ters to the foreign aid mis-
sions.

The fact, as discussed in
the Sangsad. was that the
Leader the Oppositioh had
written letters to various edu-
cational institutions which re-
ceived assistance from the
government out of funds given
by donor agencies. The idsue
was raised by a treasury bench
member during the question
hour on February 14, the
agency said.

The mistake was not at all
deliberate but it occurred be-
cause the reporter of the
agency conckrned could not

See Page 12 Col 7
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Passers-by mill around the mangled auto-rickshaw after it was crushed by a mr:nbun near
Jatrabari in the city yesterday The accident left four people dead

— Star photo

11 killed in |
road

. ]

By Staff Correspondent

At least |1 persons were
killed and several others in-
jured in separate road acci-
dents in Dhaka. Narayangan|
and Tangail yesterday

Seven died in the capital
and two each In Narayangan|
and Tangail

According to policé, four
persons were killed when a
minibus rammed into an au
torickshaw at Kutubkhali on
the Biswa Road early yesterday
morning .

The collision Jeft the
drivers of both the ill-fated ve-
hicles killed on the spot. Two
passengers of the auto-rick
shaw succumbed to their in
juries at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. The ident!

See Page 12 Col |

Ministry in a week

The Special Parliamentary
Committee to investigate the
alleged corruption in the
Irrigation and Water Develop-
ment Ministry will place its
final report in the House
within a week, reports UNB.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
who heads the 15-member
parliamentary probe commit-
tee, disclosed this in parlia-
ment yesterday when Awami
League leader Tofael Ahmed

wanted to know the reasons of .

delay in Tinalising the report.

The matter is very impor-

tant and it demands a full-
dress discussion in the House,
said the AL leader.

The committee was formed
last year after Tofael had

brought allegations of cerrup-

tion against Majid-ul Haq and
his 'ministry.

The Speaker informed the
House that the committee had
so far held 13 sittings and
would finalise its report at a
meeting in a couple of days.

The probe committee pro-
duced a preliminary in
parliament during the last ses-

. sion, saying that it had failed to
reach consensus on the terms

of reference even after holding
12 -
Meanwhile, Independence
of the Judiciary from
Executive will be considered
in Parlament in a few days
when a private member's bill
on the subject comes to the

House after scrutiny by a

See Page 12Col 8

 French co to cancel MOU |

on gas exploration

By Sharier Khan |

The French oil giant the

Total Exploration Production
has proposed to cancel its
Memorandum of Understan-
ding (MOU) with Bangladesh,
according to sources.

The French firm signed a
MOU with Bangladesh late last

year and submitted proposals
to explore gas and oil in

Comilla, Noakhali and Chi-.

ttagong. It had also purchased
relevant data worth one lakh
dollars from Bangladesh last
October
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discussions, the company
asked the government for a
guarantee that Bangladesh
would buy the gas if gas flelds
of two to six trillion cubic feet
reserve were discovered.

According to sources, the
discovery of gas reserves of
over six to seven trillion CFT
would be commercially viable
for an oil company to set up a
profitable export-oriented lig-
uidified gas plant.

The French company rep-
resentatives in several meet-
ings said that, in case of the
discovery of gas fields having
below six trillion CFT but over
two (trillion, its investment
could not be recovered unless
Bangladesh agreed to buy the
gas.

Bangladeshi negotiators re-
fused to give any such guaran-
tee apprehending pessible
complications arising from
such a guarantee, a source said.

As an alternative proposal,
the French oil company has
requested Bangladesh to allow

Titas struggling
to ensure steady
gas supply

By Staff Correspondent

The Titas Gas authorities
are struggling hard to ensure
steady supply of gas against
unusual rise in demand in the
domestic and {ndustrial sec
tors during the month of
Ramadan.

Officials of the Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution
Company said they were now
planning to re-route gas distri-
bution to the capital through
its Joydevpur City Gate Station
(CGS) in addition to the Demra
OGS,

Gias supply to the old town,
Jhikatala Rayerbazar
Muhammadpur. Elephant Road
and some other areas in Dhaka
has been disrupted recently
because of increased demand
during the current month

Sec Page 12 Col B
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it to export gas, if necessary.

Bangladesh also turned down
this

In a faxed message
nesday — the French company
said, its MOU with the Bang-
ladesh ment might be
cancelled. But it also said that
if the government reconsi-
dered its proposal to export

gas, the company might restart
negotiations.

Wed-

~ Sudden demise

of The Telegraph

By Staff Correspondent

The authorities of the
English daily The Telegraph,
in a sudden, unexpected move
Thursday, announced the clo-
sure of the newspaper and re-
trenchment of all employees.

The decision took the

Sec Page 12 Col 4
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- flight at 10:10 am today,

second batch

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 17: The
second batch of Chakma
refugees returned home today
through Tabalchhari border of
the Khagrachhari hill district
from the Indian State of
Tripura.

According to an official
source, 533 tribal of
101 families returned to
Bangladesh in. this second
batch today. : :

Bangladesh officials wel-
comed the returnees at the
Tabalchhari reception °
Officials said the repatriation
today beginning from 3 pm

Anwarul Islam's
‘body arrives
~ today
The body of Anwarul
Bobby, founder-editor

Morning Sun, will
Dhaka from Dubai by a

:
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ports BSS.

The namaz-e-janaza of
deceased will be held at
Baitul Mukarram Mosque after
the Jumma prayers.

On arrival his body will be
taken first to The 8
office and then to the Jatiya
Press Club,

The mortal remains of
Bobby Islam will be at his
Gulshan residence
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Islam, youngest daughter
Samreen Islam and son-in-law
Aziz Mohammad Bhai will ac-
company the body from Dubai.
Bobby Islam died of
leukaemia at the Al-Rashid
Hospital in Dubai. He was off-
loaded in Dubai on his way to
London where he was going for

' treatment.
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