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A Welcome Return Home

After spending eight long years in refugee
camps in Tripura, India. the tribal people have
started returning home. Although the vexing
question of their full rehabilitation still remains,
the return of 282 members of 77 tribal families —
the first of many more batches to return — ought
to be considered a major diplomatic success of
the Bangladesh government. The Indian govern-
ment should also be given full credit for allowing
this remarkable development to take place.
Twice was the official repatriation of the refugees
thwarted — once on January 15, 1987 and again
on June 8 last year, giving rise to all kinds of
suspicion.

owever, this time, everything seems to have
gone according to the plan and nobody reneged
out of his commitment. Thanks are specially due
to Communications Minister Oli Ahmed for his
unrelenting pursuance of the agreed formula and
confidence-building task. There has been a lot of
bic over the tribal ple's repatriation be-
tween India and B esh. The uth:r %-ty
the main one — the Hill Tracts ugee
wrlfarc Association did equally play a crucial role
this time in materialising the ment reached

among them. In the past however, mistrust and
even hostility vitiated the whole atmosphere,
Although a political coup of sort, this is not ex-

pected to bring in the desired benefits if com-

lemen measures have not been called in to
ck the present good work. The fact that after
the completion of the repatriation of the first

batch of tribal people, a monitoring committee
will be visiting to note the progress of the re-
turnees' rehabilitation and report back to the
camps in India, shows that the first hurdle has so
far been overcome. The real task still lies ahead.
Enough time has been wasted on trading political
rows on both sides of the border and neither side
should be setting its mind on capitalising on
other 's unintentional lapses. n the Hill
Tracts ees Association must take a softening
stand and be understanding, for the job of reha-
bilitation is indeed gigantic.
The danger may still come from unsuspecting
mmers such as the number of refugees in the
s. Already there have bccn wide dif-
fmm bc?ween the re given by the Indian

side and that put furward by the adesh au-
thority. While the Indian estimate it to be around
60, , the desh side thinks the number

is in between 10,000 and 15,000. The e-
. ments is bound to run into trouble over this issue
unless taken care of in time.
If this point is amicably resolved, th: miore im-
portant. iﬁue of a long-term strategy for b
peace in the ‘have to be worked out.
The tension and friction between the hill people
and the -landers have to be defused thro
some al and bold hna.Thesctﬂersanldpas
nous people of the hills of late develo
mtﬂmbferglaﬂunsm between them, thanks
-to successive guvemments' wrong policies. There -
+ must be an end to absurdly unrealistic poli-
cies and o then tribal people will feel at
home in the where they truly nng.

' MktoCommumty

The Jatiya Sangsad was told this week of a Tk
245.74 crore plan to construct, reconstruct and
repair 3721 education institutions during this fi-
nancial year. The Education Minister also in-

formed the Jatiyo Sa.nﬁ‘sad that 3,958 new low-

cost schools waﬂd be built in the year in places
ha no schools at all. The cost of these new
schools are not covered by the Tk 245 crore plan.

‘The same day The Daily Star published the
above, it also piiblished a report from Sirajganij
vecf that nine lakh children were being de-
pri of education in the 16 northern districts
glaml}' because they had no school to gtéstn. Out of

. 23,494 es in those districts, 11, have no
primary schools. This piece of information would
evuke a profusion of thoughts in any concerned

mind. Going by this rate the remaining three-
fourths of desh's districts can have another

27 lakh children in some 34000 villages having
no school to go. Even if the primaries in the
other more fortunate villages are attended to the

. limit of their accommodation, can it be true that
83 per cent of all of Bangladesh's children go to
school — as claimed by the government? ,

- Can it be that in keeping with eleven thousagd
no school villages up there in the north, nation-
wide some 45 thousand-plus villages do not have

- a_school? Then the first job for any government

trul'y committed to literacy would be to set up

one school in each of these Villages. At the rate of
buil 4000 schools a year — as the government
oh:ﬁe do this year — we can hardly keep up
new arrivals on the ‘school-going-age

acene which has already passed a million-and-a-

“half per annum. -

" This year's construction allocation of the above

Tk 245.75 crore for a selected bunch of iristitu-

tions underscores the maintenance costs of the

school facilities. How much would it take the gov-
ernment to build 40,000 schools in a couple of

" The best way to avoid these baffling q

is to recall s;izes put forward by e:xperts and not
controverted since, at The Daily Star Round Table
on primary education. Recruitment of 150 thou-
sand teachers was said to answer the need of ca-
tering literacy to a cent cent enrollment of
children. Facilities needed to accommodate this
strength were said.to cost Tk 20,000 crore.
These computations need not be implausible. The
government's lii'ﬁsent lite e af?.l?ly p& edu-
cation approach says ve rce at govern-
ment wguld alene };‘Smt la:xe whole bill. “ﬁliﬂh it
cannot do even by some miracle. Why then per-
sist in such an approach?

Literacy and prima;_m education can still be sal-

uestions

vaged but through only one way. And the society
is crying for good scnse to prevail on the policy-
makers in this respect. Let the business of liter-

acy be back to the cummurﬂty This we say on the
strength of the history
some centuries-old it is

strength of experience already gained some
development agencies takin ﬁpecial and large-
scale steps in this sector. It been found

society is not unresponsive to the small demands
made on it in the interest of literacy — as so well

demonstrated the BRAC schools.

*» Community has to be involved in the literacy
business not o to make it universal but also to
make it me ul — individually and socially.

of literacy of our nation —
by now — and also on the

q

FTER repeated tailures
the h:lh‘.q in Davos,
Swil . .aetind, In the we-

ek belore A5t on implemen
tation n1 Israel-PLO peace
accord apparently made some
progress. Chairman Arafat and
Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres tried to Hammer out
some of the major areas of the
disputes. Peres said, "There
had been many complicated
problems. We were able (o
negotiate many of them —
many be most of them" The
most noticeable thing was the
congenial atmosphere that
prevailed during the meeting.
Shimon Peres praised Arafal's
cooperative approach on the
most difficult areas of nego-
tiations. Prime Minister Rabin
also acknowledged that the
meeting was able to work our a
‘positive draft agreement’ on
the implementation of the
peace accord

Despite some progress in
Davos meeting. subsequent
remark by Peres that imple-
menting the declaration of

could take as long
as rest of this year created
uncertajnty about this week's
Cairo talks. Indeed at one stage
Arafat declined to attend the
meeting; the impression was

i that Shimon Peres does not

have enough authority to nego-
tiate. The reason for Peres's

remark is however, obvious.

nitly, there are constant
interferences by Israeli army
generals in the peace talks led
by Peres. Prime Minister Rabin
declined to clear Davos text
after his talks with army gen-
erals who insisted they have
the final say on the security
matters in the occupied terri-
tories. The General reportedly

-accused Peres of 'eroding

Israel's position on security
matters in talks with ‘Pales-
tinians'. Peres reportedly
remarked, that the army was
"almost obsessive” on details'.

All these show why talks on
implementation of the peace
accord has been so difficult.
However, Chairman Arafat
showed considerable accom-
modations as he realized that

v Strip resident.”

Implementation of Israel-PLO Accord
a must for Comprehensive M-E Peace

Bill Clinton's move to meet Assad appears timely as Assad is the key to a comprehensive M-E peace. Though
Assad for his own interest did not condemn PLO-Israel accord outright, Palestinian factions opposed to the
peace agreement were freely operating from Damascus; Assad did not stop them.

quick implementation of the
present peace accord is abso-
lutely necessary for maintain-
ing credibility of PLO. Various
reports show considerable loss
of political image of Chairman

Argfat and his Fattah group.
This is not only because of po-

litical opposition of the Group
Hamas but also of non imple-
mentation of the peace accord
It is obvious thal any further
delay will make Arafats posi-
110N worse.

Thus despite uncertainty
Chairman Arafat decided to
attend Cairo talks, Here one
can cetett the important role
of Egyptian President Hosne
Mubarak; he indeed played the
'mid-wife'. Arafat met Mubarak
before Cairo talks. Cailro talks
succeeded in resolving two
major issues — control of bor
der crossings and size ol
Jericho. As it seems Arafat and
Peres have shown flexibilities
on both the issues. Arafat ap-
parently crossed the border of
his own negotiating arena on
horder-crossings issue; the
decisions reportedly is —
Israel and PLO will have joint
control/supervision over bor-
der crossings though Israel
seems to be the "senior part-
ner under Cairo agreement
and will be able to stop Pales-
tinlans it considers suspicious
and turn away any traveller
who is not a West Bank or Gaza
However, it
was agreed that Israel will
show "dignity" to incoming
Palestinians. Probably in re-
turn, Peres became somewhat
flexible on the size of Jericho
— now the area would be about
55 sq kilometers.

As control of border cross-
ings relates to sovereignty

which Israel has not handed
over to PLO yet and would be
negotiated only after 3-5 years,
Arafat probably saw good in at
least freeing somewhat bigger
chunk of land from Israeli oc:
cupation. However, Arafat suc-
ceeded in having "Palestinian
wing' in the border crossings
with Palestinian flag flying
which will serve the Pales.
tinian residents. In any case,
the most important is the early
implementation of the Israel

. FPLO peace accord as this will

unduuh{ed}}' lay the foundation

of the S formers security
and foreign policies are largely
influenced by the latters pol
wy decisions Greafly encour-
aged by Washinglon s succesas
in having [srael-PLO peace ac
cord President Bill Clinton lelt
he should move ahead for a
comprehensive M-E pace
agreement which led him to
go out of his way to meet the
President of a state that is still
in the terrorist list of the State
Department

Two Presidents met for a
total of over five hours In two

SPOTLIGLET OLF MIBHDHLE BaST

Muoslehuddin Ahmad

of the future Palestinian state,
The right of the Palestinian
people to govern themselves
was recognized by Israel in
Washington peace accord and
its implementation will legi-
timize this right on the
ground. Thus some from of ac-
commodation on the part of
the PLO is indeed necessary
with a view to achieving the fi-
nal goal — the establishment of
the Palestinian state. After
Cairo agreement, Arafat re-
portedly said — Palestine is
now In the map of Middle-
East. In 1985 a very senior
PLO member with tHe rank of
ambassador told me that even
if it is for a minute an inde-
pendent Palestinian state must
be declared and then it may
decide to go for a confedera-
tion. He obviously meant con-
federation with Jordan which
seems to be the widely held
view. -

Though [srael is not a state

summit -sessions in Geneva of
January 16, 1994 with the aim
of charting a comprehensive
peace for the Middle-East.
Only future will tell whether
the time spent — colossal for
both the Presidents — were
really warthwhile.

There is no doubt that the
summit opened up the possi-
hility of a comprehensive solu-
tion of the M-E problems.
President €linton was happy
on the outcome of the summit
as he found President Assad
very positive in his approach

Israel has also been looking
for normal relationship with

Syria — the major power in the

Arab World. It was always in-
sisting on the normal relation
which it says should  include
open border, full diplomatic
relations, open trade. etc.
After years of ambivalence,
Hafez Assad, this time, came

out openly and clearly in faveur
of normalizing relation with

israel. Of course, main condi-
tion s — Israel must pull out
completely from Golan Hei-
ghts Israel also said it would
pull out but "completely” was
s0 far out of the question.
Israel still fears possible she-
lling by enemies frem Golan
Heights — the heights that are
of wsecurity and strategic
importance to fsrael. But there
must be some ways to take
care of that concern of Israel.
Any peace should be based on
normal relation with full
dipiomatic ties — something
that has been working with
Egypt and gradual Israeli pull
out over an agreed period
allowing time for confidence
building. Stationing of UN
forces at the rim of the Golan
Heights for an agreed petiod
bejore the final pull out could
probably remove I[sraeli's fu-
ture concern.

Bill Clinton's move to meet
Assad appears timely as Assad
is the key to a comprehensive
M-E peace. Though Assad for
his own interest did not con-
demn PLO-lsrael accord
outright, Palestinian factions
oppased to the peace agree-
ment were freely operating
from Damascus: Assad did not
stop them. Hamas. the main
opposition group in the occu-
pied territories ich draws
its strength from Iranian
Groups in Lebanon remain de-
termined to oppose Israel-PLO
agreement. In South Lebanon
Hizbollah has been the source
of constant trouble for Israel
which has been occupying a
part of South Lebanon for about
a decade. Lebanese Govern-
ment does not act against
Hizbollah as it has indeed been

Syria's role in Lebanon is well-
known and it is Syria which
can effectively changes situa-
tion in Lebanon including
South Lebanon. But again the
condition is — Israel must
vacale the part of Seuth
Lebanon which is [srael's seif-
declared security zone. The ac-
tivities of Iranian backed
Hizbollah and other splinter
Palestinian factions in Lebanon
can not be restrained eor
stopped without a world from
Jan and this can possibly be
obtained by -Hafez Al-Assad of
Syria as he is practically the
only leader in M-E who has
meaningful relation with Ira-
nian high command. Thus
Hafez Al-Assad remains the key
player in the M-E peace pro-
cess and no comprehensive M-
East peace is possible withgut
his full participation. Once
israel agrees to pull out' its
forces over an agreed period
from Golan Heights and re-
stores its sovereigniy to Syria
the road will largely be clear
for a comprehensive M-E

peace.

In the light of the strategy
for Middie-East peace set in
Camp-David aceord. it is nec-
essary to quickly implement
the Israel-PLO atcord for
which the US must put neces-

sary pressure on [srael inclad-
ing Israeli army. Though Israel
has a democtfacy, it is headed
by an ex-general who probably
has the natural tendency to
consult the army at every stage
of negotiations. There is. how-
ever nothing wrong in consult-
ing army in relevant areas pro-
vided the political leadership
has the final say. Though Bush
Administration was marked
more by war in Middle-East
than by peace despite com-
mendable peace efforts by
James Baker, Clintony Admi-
nistratien has so far taken
keen interest and played a very
positive role (except out of
‘proportion battering of Sad-

dam) in the areas of M-E peace

and it has so far worked well.
In the interest of M-E peace
continued US involvement is a

fighting the Lebanese cause. Must

USTRALIAN
Minister Paul Keating
wants a flag he can call

-his own. And he is spending

A$50 million of the country's
money to get it.

In the vanguard of Keating's
push to change the country
from a monarchy to a republic
is his repeated attacks on the
flag, which includes the British
Union Jack in the-upper left
corner and which he says de-

tracts from Australian inde-

pendence.

The cost of changing the
flag include diture on a
national poll. to decide
whether to dump or retain the
existing banner, a panel of 10
to prepare selection of a new
flag. and a survey by the
Australian Bureau of Stalistics
to determine the most p-upul!ar
design.

Keating, proud of his Irish
heritage, says that his prime
concern is to see Australia be-
come a republic by the begin-
ning o6f the 21st Century. The
government has appointed a
special group. the Republican
Advisory Committee, to sup-
port his moves.

The drive represents an
about-face for the Labor Party
on ties with Queen and
Commonwealth. In 1973, fol-
lowing the victory that brought

the party to power for the first

time Prime

in 25 years,

Minister Gough Whitlam an-

nounced that henceforth

Prime .

The Cost of a Flag — A$50 Million

Jeff Curran writes from Sydney

Critics of Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating complain he is trying to steamroll Australia
into republican status to make himself the first president. The debate on the country’s politi-
cal ﬁLturE has intensified with the Australian flag at the heart of the controversy.

Prime Minister Keating: Flagging a change

Elizabeth 1I would be titled
Queen of Australian.

Backing Keating's plan for a
republic for Australia's 17.5
million people is the Australian
Republican Movement (ARM]),
chaired by outspoken author
Thomas Keneally who recently

blasted the British monarchy:

as being undemocratic and
sexist.

“Says Keneally: "All reference
to the British monarchy should
be deleted from the Australian
Constitution.”

Under a republic. a presi-
dent would replace the
Governor-General. ARM mem-
bers believe the president — or
head of state — should be
elected by a two-thirds major-

ity of both the upper and lower

houses of Parliament.

Heating's impatience (o see
the republic become a reality
was * seen when he asked
Governor-General Bill Hayden
not to end his current five-year
term in February but to stay on
as a caretaker pending
Auslralia's disassociation from
the British monarchy.

Australia’s , Liberal
leaders, still smarting from
election defeat, have refused to
endorse the monarchy but
stopped of backing moves for a
republic.

* Liberal leader John Hewson
claims that "part of the aim for
a republic is to weaken the
power of the Senate and wipe
out the Australian flag." He says
the Liberals will adopt a "wait
and see" attitude, expressing
confidence in the constitution
as it stands and calling for the

government to spell out a case -

for change. The onus of proof
for change, he says, must be on
the Prime Minister.

Puzzling to most Australians

Party

'Ihm'_s'lotstnananie

Sir, 1.am writing on a mat-

ter which may not be of any -

political or grave significance,
but is definitely emerging as a

pn:atigc {ssue on a sumewhat

natienal scale.

I: wonder if one has ever
cared to think about the
propensity of our sports writ-
ers to mention our national
cricketers by their nick-
names, which when pitted on
the international scene, sound
not only silly but even
grotesque. Names like Prince,
Nasu, Shanu, Moni. Dulu,
Shaikat sound bizarre when ar-
rayed against Akram, Younis,
Sohail, Lamba, Amarnath,
Illingworth., Fairbrother, to
name a few. Whoever has heard

‘| of the Bangladesh coach Mo-

hinder Amaranth being men-
tioned as Jimmy on official
score line or in news- hcad-
lines?

We take pride in elevating
our cricket from the club level
to international arena. But our
mind-set is fixed at Abahani,
Mohammedan and Gulshan
Youth level. We have not been
able to get rid of the nick-
name syndrome on the na-
tional scale.

‘Now that we are playing in
the ICC Trophy in full glare of
the cricketing world, let us
start calling our cricketers b
their proper names. The D
Star has always taken the lead.
It should also take the lead

. now to desist calling our na-

tional cricketers by pet-names
and write their proper names
only. We would like our players
to be known around the world
as Gholam Nowsher, Nasir
Ahmed, Minhazul Abedin and
Jahangir Alam - instead of
Prince, Nasu, Nannu and Dulu.
Let us leave the nick-names at
home, out of the print of the

newspapers and the score
boards.

Please take these as words
of advice from a former BCCB
member, cricket commentator
and a cricket lover. We hawve
reached a certain status in the
vricket world. Let us live up to
it with dignity and refinement.

Anis-uz-Zaman Khan
Dhaloa :

"Doctors' strike'

Sir, It was with interest and
contempt that [ read 'Physi-
cian' Md Jalaluddin Igbal's
letter from Mohammadpur -in
your esteemed daily of 5th Feb
'94 reprimanding Mr Pasha for
his letter of 27.1.94 in the

Mr Jalaluddin would be well
advised to please convince his
fellow doctors, to give up their
hypocrisy and put their act to-
gether. How dare they hold the

nation hostage after qualifying .

at the tax payer's expense? If
Mr Jalaluddin and his kind feel
that everybody in the cou

is a fool, he Is mistaken. The .

Human Rights groups or what-
ever these groups call- them-
selves should immediately file
cases against these 'Doctors
who take out their grievance
against the government by re-
fusing to treat the patiend, who
for years has borne the cost of
his medical studies. The medi-
cal students in this country get

. a professional degree by paying

a fees unheard of anywhere in
the world, courtesy, the tax
payer. And then after he has

- qualified, he dares turn around

to say, he is angry at the gov-
ernment for not paying heed
to his demands and therefore
he shall not treat the poor pa-
tient who comes to the gowt.
hospital. Only if he goes to the
doctor's "Private Clinic". Come
on, Mr Jalaluddin, "Dectors”
like you and your colleagues

should be exposed. Do you and
your fellow doctors not sign an

oath in which yuu promise not
to turn away a patient? If you
have such a problem with the

govt and your demands, please °

resign your govt job and let

-FHaq

Uttara Model Town, Dhaka

Free trade with India

Sir, Recently it was re-
ported by BSS and published
in local papers, that a truck
loaded with smuggled tortoises
worth Tk 12 lakh was seized
by members of BDR. While, re-

portedly, Muslims are lucky to
feast on beef of smuggled
Indian cows and buffaloes, it
appears as a bad luck of those
to whom tortoise is a delicacy,
that the consignment was
seized and handed over to the
Customs office. It was, how-
ever, not known what hap-
pened to the poor creature in

their custody.

- On many occasions I had
had serious disputes "with my
bcttcrhaﬂaalamnnlinfmur
of her wearing Indian sarees,
in the better interest of our
textile industry. To encourage
and convince her [ also
pointed out that she had been
watching films, dramas, musi-
cal programiies like
'Chhayachhando’ on TV spon-
sored by our sariwallas, but it
did never work. She heard im-
patiently, understood unwit-
tingly and rejected my pleas
confidently. She has perhaps
developed a sort of regard for

. the smugglers who have made

our daily life easy! Onion,
chillies, sugar, milk. eggs,
beef, blades, soaps. tooth
paste, hairdye, medicine — ev-
erything Indian is #vailable!
Now, it appears to me that
being habituated with soon, we
can't do without them for long.
So, it would be better for our

government to allow free trade
between the two countries.

K R Zakhmi
Khulna

WASA computer
billing

Sir. WASA authorities con-

tinue to ask and warn their

valued customers through TV,
newspaper and other media to
pay arrear bills. They have in-
troduced computer billing for
speedy disposal and checking
of the thing. | like to cite an
instance: They were seeking
payment of MNov-Dec bill
Unfortunately, the  meter
reader was yet to take the
meter reading while three to
five weeks elapsed between
bill receipt and meter reading
time. As a law abiding citizen |
took the meter reading along
with WASA account number,
name and address etc and pre-
sented the same to the coor-
dinator, computer billing,
WASA Bhaban. Within ten
minutes | received the bill in-
volving that of past. several
months though 1 paid those
bills two months before. |
rushed to my home, brought
and presented the original bill
paid through Maghbazar Janata
Bank but this time it took 70
minutes since computer oper-
ators lost my bill at one in-
stance while midday prayer
and lunch time were just due.

In the above backdrop, |
tend to be confident that
WASA computer billing pro-
grammme |s not just and appro-
priate. The computer should
indicate the earlier bill posi
tion as the bill was issued and
payment was made two
mornths back in this case. S50
let the computer scientists
help WASA in this respect.

Sadiq Alee
120/ | Maghbazar. Dhaka

[ |

is why the government did not
hold a referendum on the re-
publican issue in the last elec-
tion. A change to republican
status needs a 75 per cent
support vote.

In bars and homes and
newspaper letters columns,
the debate rages on. Journalist
Ron Dunn-is typical of republi-
can supporters. He believes
that Australia must break old
ties. Dunn, 63, says it is past
time that Australia stood on its
own feet as a nation.

He says: "Any loyalties we
had with Great Britain ended
when they cut Australia and
New Zealand loose and joined
the EEC. Now it's our turn to
forget them and face the fact
that we're a part of Asia,

whether we like it or not. The
majority of Australians evi-
dently share my attitude.”

In the opposing camp,
Bruce Ruxton, a World War
Two veteran, says many lives
were sacrificed ainder the pre-
sent flag, and that national se-
curity would be jeopardised by
conversion to a republic.

"We just have to look at low

- republics are faring.” he says.

"Dictatorships in some South
American countries speak for
themselves. Throw in the
abysmal lack of human rights
in the Chinese People's

Republic and at the ph:blz
that struck India, P :
Lanka and Sowth Africa

they went their own way.

"If Australia becomes a re-
public and a president is voted
in, what's there to say the next
vote won't be (o make that
person president for life and
to cancel all elections accord-
ingly?" — GEMINI NEWS

Exchange rate: US$1 =A$1.5
JEFF CURRAN is a freelance
Australian journalist who spe-

. cialises in veteran's affairs and

tourism.

Whither Accountability?

" Parveen Anam

We have every reason to be
proud of ourselves. The elec-
tions we held for ourselves
more than a couple of years
ago were widely acclaimed to
be the trend setter for this
part of the world and yet
again. we proved both to our-
selves and the world at large
that given a chance we can
prove ourselves and know
what to do. With our votes,
our selves and our dreams.

And yet, the Dhakaite, at

| whom the entire country is

always looking, somehow
manages to blunder its way
through. We have managed to

create traffic jams which put

most civilized natichs te
shame. create law and order
situations which make the
records in other more violent
nations of the world look
tame and just in general, tie
ourselves up into a most gor-
geous knot.

But tying ourselves in
knots is not our specialty
only, apparently. Strange and
multifarious are the ways in
which the 'supreme beings
manage to tie themselves in
knots too. We have at last
managed to come to a stage,
where apparently nobody
knows where the other supe-
rior human being is too. It's
quite a comic situation really.
Nobody knows whether the
other is at work. And because
the 'other’ does not know, he
thinks it fit, to sack everybody
else.

The authorities we have
voted to power have opted (o
ignore the dizzying heights of
work and go slashing areund
with a candour which does
him proud. Not one person in
the administration knows or
knew, that the man occupying
one of the highest positdons 1n
the country was actually dHi-
gently working away and
burning the midnight oil. And
because.he had been burning
the midnight oil, he had not
been seen around and because

fairs
acts. we might soon find our
selves sliding backwards at
such a fast

he had not been seen around,
someone, somewhere,
thought it fit to sack him. If
the situation had not been
utterly humiliating for the
country, it would have been
hilarious.

Yet as it stands today, the
question which leaps to the
mind of the innocent
Dhakaite is, who is responsi-
ble for this? Is there to be no
accountability for all this? Did
we not elect into power hu-

man beings who at the end of
the day. would be responsible

for every action of theirs? At
least those who were sup-
posed to be executing at the
tax payers expense. Where
did we all go wrong? But
then, perhaps it will all be re-
ferred to an enquiry commit-
tee, and all will be well with
Lhe world!

But all is not well. The
Dhakaite is just about fed up
with things. Do we know yet
how messages are sent to the
other world when we happily
address them to leaders of
other countries, who have de-
parted this world two years
ago? Or are we mystic and
there is a direct contact be-
tween the supreme beings
and the other world? Now
that wouid really be some-
thing, wouldn’t it? Almost as
lunny as opening the newspa-
pers and finding yourself
sacked for being in the coun-
try, in Dhaka, to have the

order quickly withdrawn the

very next day. And with red
faces all around, not the least
being that of the Dhakaite,
who wittingly or otherwise,
always seems (o be al the re-

ceiving end of the gross inef-

ficiency of the regime Please.
if at some point. we do not
hold those at the helm of af
responsible for their

pace. that it mighit

well be impossible to find our
feet And stop siiding.




